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Introduction 
In an era when interest in family history is increasing, there is a rise in the 
number of requests from the families of deceased Presentation Brothers 
seeking information about their dead relatives who were members of our 
religious congregation. This need is partly met by an annual gathering of 
relatives at a special Mass held at Mount St Joseph for deceased Presentation 
Brothers. In addition to praying for the deceased, relatives sometimes get an 
opportunity to meet and speak with Brothers who knew and worked with 
their deceased loved ones. At the same time, the appetite for information 
about the deceased is whetted and there is frequently a follow-up request for 
further biographical details. The need to meet this growing need is one of the 
reasons for the preparation of this volume. Another reason is the need to 
bring assorted biographical information from a great variety of sources 
together for historical purposes. This information is an important part of the 
heritage of the Presentation Brothers and it would arguably be negligent of us 
not to attempt to collect and preserve it. 
 It is necessary in a work of this nature to explain clearly the approach 
adopted in describing and discussing people’s lives. The aim has been to 
concentrate on facts, while avoiding what is sometimes called the 
hagiographical approach. In other words, we have tried to avoid passing 
moral judgements on the lives of deceased Brothers, but to concentrate on 
their work and achievements. This is not to say that we have neglected 
tributes paid to, and/or opinions expressed, about individuals. Thus, though 
we have occasionally included remarks by other people who considered an 
individual Brother to be a holy man, or an outstanding exemplar of Christian 
charity, the present writer has tried to refrain from expressing similar 
opinions.    

Material Already Available 
While I have already published two volumes of biographies of selected 
deceased Presentation Brothers, no attempt has hitherto been made to do this 
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for every deceased Presentation Brother. In 1999, I published Gentlemen of the 
Presentation. Brief Biographies of Twenty-Five Presentation Brothers (Dublin: Veritas). 
The names of these 25 deceased Brothers included many of the leaders of the 
congregation, drawn from the period 1762 (the birth year of Blessed Edmund 
Rice) to 1999 (the year of the death of Brother Jerome Kelly). In 2009, I 
published another collection, Caribbean Recollections: Presentation Brothers 
Remembered (San Fernando: PC PPU). This latter volume, however, was 
confined to deceased Presentation Brothers who worked in our mission in the 
English-speaking Caribbean. Moreover, the volume published in San 
Fernando was not readily available to Irish readers. The biographical sketches 
in each of the two earlier volumes were longer than those in the present one, 
since, while the other two dealt with relatively small numbers, this volume 
contains biographies of 356 deceased Brothers. The amount of space allotted 
to each entry in this volume, must, consequently, be limited if we are to 
include all the names in one volume.  
 Brother De Sales Mehigan, when he was superior and Master of 
Novices at Mount St Joseph in the early years of the twentieth century, 
produced some short lives of selected deceased Presentation Brothers for use 
in the novitiate. These booklets, however, were largely hagiographical in style 
and, generally speaking, few biographical details were included, the main focus 
being the spirituality of the individuals, who were the subject of these 
biographies.  

Referencing 
A good deal of research has gone into this book and historians will be 
interested in the sources I have used. I have omitted detailed citations, since 
virtually all material has been drawn from the archives of the Presentation 
Brothers and, if I were to give a precise reference for each fact included, the 
style would be irritating to the ordinary reader. And, be it clearly understood, 
this book is intended for the ordinary reader. Apart from the congregational 
archives, I have referred to few other sources and, where I have done so, I 
have given detailed citations.  
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Presentation Brothers Archives 
The archives of the Presentation Brothers include a collection of documents, 
some manuscript and some typescript, dealing with the history and affairs of 
the congregation. Though the Presentation Brothers became separated from 
the Society of the Presentation (the name of the organisation founded by 
Blessed Edmund Rice in 1802) in 1827, there are no documents in the 
Presentation Brothers archives from that date. In fact, apart from the will of 
Brother Michael Augustine O’Riordan, made in 1848, there are no documents 
surviving from the 1820s, other than handwritten copies of the Presentation 
Rule. Brother Michael Augustine Riordan, who led the group that seceded 
from Edmund Rice’s religious organisation, continued as superior for life, but 
neither his correspondence nor any records from his administration have 
survived.   

When Brother Riordan died in 1848, he was succeeded as superior of 
the South Monastery, Douglas Street, Cork, by Brother Paul Townsend. 
Though Brother Paul seems to have begun keeping House annals in Killarney, 
during his period as superior there (1838-1848), there is no evidence that he 
did the same on arrival at the South Monastery as superior. He did, however, 
begin the keeping of detailed financial accounts, relating to income and 
expenditure of the South Monastery.  

What are now known as the congregational ‘annals’ were begun by 
Brother De Sales Mehigan, probably in 1894, when he was appointed both 
Superior and Master of Novices at the newly opened novitiate in Mount St 
Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork. Brother De Sales, however, arguably helpfully, 
wrote a brief account in retrospect of events covering the period 1802 to 
1894. Being a man of rare intellectual and literary ability, allied to a great 
dedication to the ideals and traditions of the early Presentation Brothers, it is 
very likely that he faithfully reproduced the facts, memories and traditions, 
which the older Presentation Brothers had preserved during previous decades 
and duly passed on to him.  

Though different Brothers over the past century have done some 
work with the archives of the Presentation Brothers at the Mother House, 
Mount St Joseph, it was not until 1993 that a fulltime archivist, the late 



 

xv 
 

Brother Leopold O’Mahony, was formally assigned to this work. His 
successors have been Brothers Michael McKeown, John D Brazil and Felix 
Meehan. Though, especially in recent years, the day-to-day demands for 
archival material has been a big drain on the archivist’s time and energy, he 
has, nevertheless, achieved miracles in rescuing, classifying and preserving 
older material.  

Thanks 
I am very grateful to John J O’Connor, from whose book, ‘‘Anniversaries of 
Presentation Brothers with short biographical notes’. Cork: Presentation 
Brothers, Mardyke House, 2006), I have copiously drawn. John also very 
kindly permitted me to draw from his archive of photographs of Presentation 
Brothers, about which I will say a little more below. Moreover, John also 
designed the cover of this volume, as, indeed, he did for several other books 
produced by me.  
 We readily admit that some of the photographs included in this 
volume are of mediocre or poor quality, though this is not the fault of the 
archivist. Moreover, many of these photographs are enlargements of heads of 
individuals in larger group photographs. Unfortunately, there are no 
photographs available of a significant number of older Presentation Brothers, 
nor, indeed, is there any evidence that some of these Brothers ever had their 
photographs taken. This explains why the challenge of including a photograph 
of each Brother proved impossible in practice. 
 Even more regrettable is the fact that personal information about 
some of the older Brothers is very sparse. No registers have survived for 
some houses, which operated novitiates at certain periods. Thus, though some 
Brothers entered in Killarney, Milltown, Birr and Dartford, there are no 
surviving registers giving personal details about the people who entered in 
these places. Nor, indeed, is there any evidence that such registers ever 
existed.  

Surnames 
For Irish people, a matter of ongoing discussion, even contention at times, is 
the presence or absence of the initial O’ in certain surnames. For this volume, 
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we have retained the surname as listed in the register of admissions, located in 
the archives at Mount St Joseph. Some Brothers, who subsequently wrote 
their surnames with an O’ did not have the O’ in the name as listed in the 
membership register. Two cases in which this is noticeable are the surnames 
O’Rahilly and O’Carroll. Thus, for example, Brother Aloysius was registered 
as Thomas Rahilly and Brother Cormac was registered as William Carroll, 
even though each man subsequently used an O’ before his surname.   

Conclusion 
I have already mentioned my debt to both John O’Connor and Br John D 
Brazil, both of whom were most generous and forthcoming in their help. I 
also need to thank Brother Martin Kenneally, Congregational Leader, and 
Brother Andrew Hickey, Province Leader, for their support and 
encouragement. I thank Brother Bede Minehane for photographs and 
support.  I thank The Book Producers Ltd, for punctual and efficient service. 
Finally, may I say that, as in all historical work, this volume is merely 
representative of our knowledge at a given point in time. I have no doubt that, 
as more archival material is discovered, our information about, and 
understanding of the lives of the people in this volume will significantly 
increase. Meantime, I hope my readers find what we have here both 
interesting and helpful.  

Brother John M Feheney fpm 
Presentation Brothers 
Mardyke House 
Cork, Ireland 
31 January 2013 



 

1 
 

Aherne, Andrew Polycarp (1926-1981 
Andrew Aherne, son of Stephen Aherne and his wife, 
Mary Hickey, was born in Carrick-on-Suir, Co. 
Tipperary, on 20 September 1926, and baptised in the 
local parish church six days later. Shortly afterwards, 
his family moved to Kildare and later to Cork City. 
He attended the Presentation Brothers School, South 
Monastery, Douglas Street, Cork, after which he 
entered the Presentation Brothers Juniorate, Coláiste 
Muire, Douglas, in August, 1939. On completion of 
his secondary schooling, he entered the novitiate of 
the Presentation Brothers at Mount St Joseph in July, 
1943. He received the religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Polycarp, on 6 August 1943. His new patron saint was Polycarp (69-
155 AD), an early Christian bishop of Smyrna, who suffered martyrdom.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Polycarp made profession of 
vows on 12 August, 1945. Soon afterwards, he was transferred to Canada, 
where he spent the next three years teaching in Presentation Brothers’ schools 
in Montreal. He returned to Ireland for his final profession on 12 August, 
1948. He then attended De La Salle Teachers College, Waterford, where he 
qualified as a National Teacher in 1950. Following his graduation, he spent a 
year teaching in England, before taking up an appointment in 1951 at St 
Brendan’s Primary school, Birr, Co. Offaly, where he spent the next seven 
years (1951-1958). He then spent periods in Cobh (1960-1962) and Kinsale 
(1962-1965), where he held the posts of principal and superior. In 1965, he 
returned to Birr, and began to specialise in teaching pupils with special needs. 
In 1970, he qualified as a Special Needs teacher and helped found the Offaly 
Association for the Mentally Handicapped. At the time of his early death, 
there were fourteen branches of this Association in the county.  

He was a man of many skills and talents, with an unusual capacity for 
detail. Apart from special needs education, in which he was both a pioneer 
and an expert, he was recognised as unusually knowledgeable and skilled in 
several other fields, which were merely hobbies for him: woodwork, 
photography, stage carpentry, scouting, archeology and fly-fishing. It is for his 
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contribution in special education, however, that he is particularly remembered 
in Birr. In a homily at his funeral, Mgr Patrick Hammell PP said: 

 
Brother Polycarp was firstly a Religious whose total dedication and 
sense of vocation penetrated every facet of his work and impressed 
all who came into contact with him. He showed in his varied 
commitments a response to his religious vocation that was absolute 
and generous...He had a wonderful facility for making the impossible 
dream a reality and he succeeded in exploding the myth which 
surrounded the teaching and training of the handicapped child. This 
took much effort, hard work, perseverance and deep faith, but was 
rewarded by many examples of real success. 

On the morning of 19 May, 1981, Brother Polycarp suffered a fatal heart 
attack and, though attended by Dr O’Hare and transferred to Tullamore 
Hospital, he died on the way, aged 54 years. He was buried in the cemetery 
attached to Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  

Aherne, David Martin (1870-1955)  
David Aherne, son of John Aherne and Nora Dwyer, 
was born in Ballymacoda, Co. Cork, on 18 March, 
1870. He was educated at Ballymacoda National 
School, after which he worked on the family farm. He 
entered the Presentation Brothers’ novitiate, Mount St 
Joseph, in 1894, at the age of 24. On completion of a 
period of postulancy, he received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Martin, 
on 16 April, 1895. At the end of his novitiate, he made his religious profession 
on 21 April, 1897. He spent some years in Birr (1901) and Milltown, before 
his transfer to Mount St Joseph, where he spent the remainder of his life 
working on the farm.  He was known to generations of young Brothers, as 
they passed through their formation period. A man of few needs and fewer 
possessions, he was content with his work and his prayers. He did, however, 
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take a lively interest in the fortunes of Cork GAA teams. He died at Mount St 
Joseph, Cork, after a long illness, on 7 March, 1955, aged 84 years. He was 
interred in the cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork. 

Aherne, Denis Baptist (1896-1979) 
Denis Aherne, son of Denis Aherne and Margaret Moncton, was born in 
Ballyure, Ballingarry, Co. Limerick, and baptised in 
Ballingarry parish church on 25 January, 1896. He 
attended Ballingarry National School, before entering 
the Presentation Brothers Novitiate, Mount St Joseph, 
Cork, on 11 January, 1916. He received the habit of 
the Presentation Brothers, together with a new name, 
Brother Baptist, on 2 August, 1913. His new patron 
saint was St John the Baptist, cousin and precursor of 
Jesus. 

On completion of his novitiate, he made his religious profession on 
27 April, 1916. He qualified as a National teacher and taught for some years in 
Presentation schools in Cork. Subsequently, he taught in Boyle and 
Letterkenny. He held the position of superior in several communities: 
Douglas (1940-1941); Birr (1943-1949); Mount St Joseph (1951); South 
Monastery (1951-1955). He was also a member of the Irish province 
leadership team for two terms (1950-1956). He was a quiet, conscientious, 
unassuming and cheerful man. He spent some of his retirement years at 
Mardyke House (1966), others in Dungannon (1969) before his transfer to 
Douglas. He celebrated the Golden Jubilee of his profession at Mardyke 
House in April, 1966. In January, 1977, during an electricity blackout in 
Douglas, that he suffered an accident that led to a gradual deterioration in his 
health. He spent his last years in Mount Desert Nursing Home, Cork, where 
he died on 15 July, 1979, aged 83 years. He was interred in the cemetery 
attached to Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  
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Aherne, Thomas Albeus (1939-1973) 
Thomas Aherne, son of Michael Aherne and his 
wife, Margaret Ross, was born at Curra, Belgooly, 
Co. Cork, on the 2nd June 1939, and baptised in 
Belgooly parish church one day later. He attended 
Belgooly National School, before entering the 
Presentation Juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, 
in 1950. On completion of his secondary schooling, 
he entered the Presentation Brothers novitiate at 
Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 6 July, 1956. He received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Albeus, on 12 August, 1956, His 
new patron saint, St Albeus (d.525 AD), was appointed Bishop of Munster by 
St Patrick. On completion of his novitiate, Brother Albeus made his religious 
profession on 12 August, 1958. 

He attended De La Salle Teacher Training College in Waterford, 
where he graduated as a National Teacher. His first appointment was at his 
old Alma Mater, Coláiste Muire,, Douglas, where he taught Geography. In 1963, 
he was transferred to Carrick-on-Shannon, where he taught the primary 
school scholarship class with great success. In 1966, he returned to Cork and 
taught the scholarship class in Scoil Chríost Rí for the next two years. In 1968, 
he was appointed Superior and Principal in Kinsale. During the year he spent 
there, he was engaged in the delicate negotiations involved in the closure on 
the monastery in 1969 when the Brothers withdrew from the town they had 
served since 1891. He was then transferred to Mount St. Joseph as acting 
Master of Novices while Br. Benildus was pursuing a course in formation. 

In 1970, Albeus was transferred to Mardyke House and returned to 
the work he liked best - teaching, this time at St. Joseph's National school. 
The same dedication, hard work and perseverance marked his work here, as in 
previous assignments. Sadly, his time in the classroom was cut short by an 
illness which first became apparent in the summer of 1972. He spent several 
months in the Bon Secours Hospital, Cork, his suffering often intense. He 
died there on 16 March 1973, aged 33 years. He was buried in the cemetery 
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attached to Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork, two days later, in the 
presence of a large congregation of fiends, relatives and colleagues.  

Allen, David Henry (1922-1994) 
David Patrick Allen, son of William Allen and his wife, 
Mary Margaret Barrett, was born in Newmarket, Co. 
Cork, on 18 March, 1922, and baptised in Newmarket 
parish church the following day. He attended 
Newmarket National School and then continued his 
education at the Patrician Academy in Mallow. In 
August, 1937, he entered the Presentation Brothers’ 
juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Cork, where he completed his 
secondary education. He received the habit of the 
Presentation Brothers, together with a new religious name, Brother Henry, at 
Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 6 August1940.  His new patron saint, Henry (972-
1024) was King of Germany and Emperor of the Holy Roman Empire. 

At the conclusion of his novitiate, Brother Henry made his religious 
profession on 12 August, 1942. He then attended De La Salle Teacher 
Training College, where he qualified as a National teacher in 1944. His first 
assignment was as teacher at St Joseph’s National School, Cobh (1942-1944), 
after which he taught in Glasthule, Co. Dublin (1947-1948), and in Killarney 
(1948-1953). In 1953, he was transferred to the Canadian province, where he 
taught in Cornwall, Ontario (1953-1959). On his return to Ireland in 1959, he 
taught in Carrick-on-Shannon (1959-1962), Killarney (1962-1963), South 
Monastery (1963-1974), St Joseph’s School, Marydyke, Cork (1974-1975), and 
Letterkenny (1975-1981). He retired in 1982 and spent some years at Mount 
St Joseph (1981-1983), before his transfer to Maiville, Cork. 

Brother Henry was a talented historian, with a gift for detail. In 
addition to a history of his native Newmarket, he also published a history of 
the Presentation Brothers, sub-titled, Volume 1: Under the authority of the Bishops, 
1802 to 1889. It is a seminal work and is a model of careful research, with 
scrupulous referencing. The sub-title indicated his intention of continuing the 
story of the Presentation Brothers. Ill-health, however, made this impossible.  
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This book, published in 1993, was his last. Early the following year, he was 
forced to enter the Bon Secours Hospital, Cork, where he died peacefully on 
16 April, 1994, aged 72 years. He was interred in the cemetery attached to 
Mount St Joseph, Cork. (O’Connor; FPMA, MSJ) 

Archdeacon, Matthew Francis (1878-1923) 
Matthew Archdeacon, son of Denis and Julia Archdeacon, was born in 
Dromtarriffe, Kanturk, Co. Cork, on 28 September, 1878. He was educated at 
the local National school, before entering the novitiate of the Presentation 
Brothers at Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 15 August, 1895. He received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Francis, on 28 
September, 1896. His new patron saint was Ill Poverillo, St Francis of Assisi 
(1181-1226), founder of the Franciscan Order.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Francis made profession of vows 
on 1 October, 1898. Within a couple of years, however, he began to suffer 
from mental illness and was sent to the St John of God Hospital, Stillorgan, 
Dublin, on 29 August, 1891. Subsequently, he was transferred to St Raphael’s 
Nursing Home, Youghal, where he continued to receive medical treatment. 
He died there on 25 November, 1923, aged 44 years. He was interred in the 
cemetery at St Raphael’s Hospital, Youghal, Co. Cork.  

Bahen, Michael Bernard (1901-1967) 
Michael Merville Bahen, son of Michael Bahen and 
his wife, Mary Carroll, was born in St Gabriel’s 
parish, Pointe St Charles, Montreal, on 24 March, 
1901. He was educated at Chaveau Catholic School, 
before entering the Presentation Brothers’ novitiate, 
Longueuil, Quebec, on 8 September, 1916. On 
completion of a postulancy period, he received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Bernard, at Longueuil, on 5 May, 1917. His 
new patron saint was the great St Bernard (1090-
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1153), abbot of Clairveaux and one of the early members of the Cistercian 
Order.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Bernard made profession of vows 
at Longueuil on 25 March, 1919. He qualified as a teacher for the Province of 
Quebec in June, 1921, and taught in several Presentation Brothers’ schools, 
including St Gabriel’s, his alma mater; St Michael’s; St Aloysius; St Augustine’s; 
St Willibrord’s, Verdun, where he was both superior (1956) and principal 
(1951-1959). In 1959, he was assigned to Daniel O’Connell High School, but, 
after one year, he returned to St Willibrord’s, where he remained until his 
retirement in 1966, after which he was transferred to Longueuil. 
Unfortunately, he did not have a long retirement: he died on 1 August, 1967, 
aged 66 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, St 
Antoine cemetery, Longueuil, Quebec.  

Barrett, James Matthew (1881-1952) 
James Barrett, son of John Barrett and his wife, Mary 
Flynn, was born in the family home in Knocknasna,, 
Abbeyfeale, Co. Limerick, on 12 January, 1881. He 
attended the local National School, before entering the 
Presentation Brothers, Mount St Joseph, Cork, in 1898, 
at the age of seventeen. He received the habit, together 
with a new name, Brother Matthew, on 7 November, 
1898. On completion of his novitiate, he made his 
religious profession on 20 April, 1901. He was then transferred to Cobh, 
where he remained until his transfer to St Vincent’s School, Dartford, on 13 
April, 1904. After two years in Dartford, he was transferred to St Joseph’s 
Orphanage, Orpington, Kent, on 10 November, 1906 and given the 
appointment of bursar and farm manager. There was a farm of approximately 
20 acres of land attached to the orphanage and most of the vegetables and 
poultry products were produced on the farm. During World War II, for safety 
reasons, the pupils were transferred from Orpington to the north of England, 
but Matthew opted to remain and take care of the farm. It is related that, on 
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one occasion, he had a narrow escape when one of the German ‘Doodlebugs’ 
landed not far from him, making a large crater in the ground. 

After spending most of his life in Orpington, Matthew was appointed 
Superior of St Joseph’s Student Hostel in Strawberry Hill, Twickenham, in 
1950. He was a great favourite with the young Brothers, because he was a 
kind and generous man. He insisted on giving the student Brothers pocket 
money for their summer vacation in Ireland, even though, traditionally, the 
treatment of the student Brothers was frugal to the point of parsimony, all in 
the name of poverty. When Matthew was reminded by an older Brother on 
one occasion that the Major Superiors might not approve of his generosity, he 
replied, ‘Well, you know, I’m a bit of a Superior myself too.’ This was often 
quoted in later years, whenever Matthew’s name was mentioned. In fact, I 
heard it myself. 

Matthew was a simple man, absolutely without pretensions. At times, 
his spontaneous nature and lack of artifice embarrassed some of the younger 
Brothers. I remember one young Brother telling me years ago that, while he 
was on top of a London double-decker bus, he felt very embarrassed when 
Matthew exclaimed aloud: ‘My! What a lovely Spring day! Today would be 
perfect for spreading dung in the garden!’  

Matthew died suddenly at Strawberry Hill, Twickenham, on 15 
November, 1952, aged 71 years. He was interred in the cemetery attached to 
St Joseph’s Orphanage, Orpington, a place where he had spent many happy 
years. He was a brother of Patrick Luke Barrett (qv).   

Barrett, Patrick Luke (1898-1919) 
Patrick Barrett, son of John Barrett and his wife, Mary Flynn, was born in the 
family home at Knocknasna, Abbeyfeale, Co. Limerick, on 30 August, 1898, 
and baptised in the parish church, Abbeyfeale, on 2 September, the same year. 
He attended the local National School before entering the Presentation 
Brothers, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 14 December, 1914, at the age of 15. On 
receiving the religious habit on 2 August, 1915, he also received the religious 
name of Brother Luke, his patron saint being the Evangelist, Luke. Before the 
completion of his two-year novitiate, he was taken ill and had to enter hospital 
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for an operation. Following the operation, he returned to Mount St Joseph, 
Cork, on 7 June, 1917, and set about preparing for his profession. Early in 
February, 1919, however, he caught the Great ‘Flu, and died from this on 15 
February, 1919, aged 20 years. 

Some twenty million people died of the Great or ‘Spanish’ ‘Flu of 
1918-1919. This ‘flu brought with it a virulent strain of pneumonia, which few 
of its victims survived. Unlike other types of ‘flu, this variety was particularly 
virulent among young people, especially those between 20-40 years of age. 
Though there was no known reliable antidote, some Irish people believed that 
whiskey was ‘the only cure’. Physicians reported that victims in their surgeries 
struggled for air until they suffocated. The ‘Spanish’ ‘flu was the most severe 
pandemic ever to strike the human race, killing more people in one year than 
the Black Death did in four years (1347-1351). Patrick Luke Barrett was 
interred in the cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork. 
He was a brother of James Matthew Barrett (qv).  

Barry, Jeremiah Theobald (1888-1912) 
Jeremiah Barry, son of James and Rose Barry, was born in Fisher Street, 
Kinsale, Co. Cork, on 17 January, 1888. He was educated at the Presentation 
Brothers’ school, before entering the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, 
Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 6 August, 1904. He received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Theobald, on 11 February, 1905. 
His new patron saint, St Theobald of Proving (1017-1066), was a French 
hermit, who later became a Camaldolese Monk. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Theobald, made profession of 
vows on 2 February 1908. He is listed as a member of staff of St Joseph’s 
Greenmount in 1911. Brother Theobald, however, had a short life. He died at 
Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 21 December, 1912, aged 24 years. He was 
interred in the cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, Cork  
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Bell, Patrick Joseph (1938-1998) 
Patrick Bell, son of John Bell and his wife, Mary 
Anne Claffey, was born in Glynn, Ferbane, Co. 
Offaly, on 30 August, 1938, and baptised in the 
Catholic church, Ferbane, four days later. He was 
educated at the local National school, before 
entering the Presentation Brothers’ juniorate, 
Coláiste Muire,, Douglas, Cork, on 4 September, 
1952. At the end of his secondary schooling, he 
applied for entry to the Presentation Brothers novitiate, and, on being 
accepted, received the religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Joseph, at Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 12 August, 1956. His new 
patron saint, was St Joseph, foster father of Jesus and husband of Mary of 
Nazareth.   

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Joseph made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1958. He then taught for two years at the 
South Monastery school, Cork, showing himself to be a gifted teacher. In 
1960, he entered the National University of Ireland, Cork, and graduated with 
a BA degree in 1963. He spent the next year teaching at Presentation College, 
Bray, before joining the English province in 1964, where he spent the major 
part of his life. He spent three years teaching at Presentation College, Reading, 
before joining the staff of St Thomas More School, West Grinstead, in 1967. 
During the succeeding ten years, he was superior and Headmaster (1970-
1976) at St Thomas More. He took study leave in 1976 at the Franciscan 
Study Centre, Canterbury, after which he joined the staff of Presentation 
College, Reading. He was Headmaster of Reading from 1981 to 1993. During 
the period, 1987-1993, he was Province Leader in England, having been a 
member of the Province Leadership Team during the period 1978-1986. In 
1993, he was elected to the Central Leadership of the Presentation Brothers, 
an appointment which necessitated his transfer to Cork. He died suddenly of 
a massive heart attack on 22 November, 1998, while out for a walk. He was 
60 years of age. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney 
Street, Cork.   
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Black, David Benedict (1901-1976) 
David Black, son of Hugh Black and his wife, 
Catherine Cullen, was born in Pointe St Charles, 
Montreal, on 7 May, 1901, and baptised in his local 
Catholic church two days later. He entered the 
Presentation Brothers’ novitiate, Longueuil, Quebec, 
on 8 September, 1917. On completion of a period of 
postulancy, he received the religious habit, together 
with a new religious name, Brother Benedict, on 4 
May, 1918. His new patron saint was the great St Benedict (480-547), regarded 
as the founder of Western Christian monasticism. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Benedict made profession of 
vows at Longueuil on 24 May, 1920. He qualified as a secondary teacher 
(Quebec, 1922; Ontario, 1927), specialising in English and chemistry, and 
taught in several Presentation Brothers’ schools, including, Luke Callaghan 
(1921-1923); Cornwall (1925-1932); Canon O’Meara (1941-1944); Sherbrooke 
(1932-1936); Catholic High School (1936-1941); 1951-1957); St Augustine’s 
(1957-1959); Leeroux (1960-1964). He spent his retirement years in Verdun, 
serving as bursar for several years. In his later years, he suffered from 
respiratory problems, and, in 1976, spent six weeks in hospital with heart 
problems. He died at St Mary’s Hospital, Montreal, from heart failure, on 1 
October, 1976, aged 75 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ 
burial plot, St Antoine cemetery, Longueuil, Quebec.  

Boyce, Patrick Berchmans (1874-1954) 
Patrick Boyce, son of John Boyce and Kate Lindane, was born in Milford, Co. 
Cork, and baptised in the parish church, Milford, on 8 September, 1874. He 
was educated at Milford National School, before entering the Presentation 
Brothers novitiate, South Monastery, Cork, on 16 January, 1892. He received 
the religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Berchmans, 
on 8 September, 1892. His new patron saint, St John Berchmans (1599-1621) 
was a Flemish Jesuit scholastic, who is the patron saint of altar servers.  
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On completion of his novitiate, Brother 
Berchmans made profession of vows on 17 
September, 1894. He qualified as a teacher and, after 
teaching in Ireland, including Birr (1901), he joined the 
Canadian province in 1913. He taught in both Sacred 
Heart School and Catholic High School for some 
years. He attended the 1915, 1925 and 1931 General 
Chapters. In 1921, he was appointed first Canadian 
Provincial. In 1931, he was elected to the Central 
Leadership Team, as assistant to the Superior General, a position he retained 
until 1951. In 1931, he was also appointed Principal of Presentation College, 
Cork, but relinquished this post in 1937, when he was appointed superior at 
Presentation College, Glasthule, and principal of the secondary school there. 
In 1940, he was transferred to Cobh as superior (1940-1941). On his return to 
Mount St Joseph, he continued to be associated with Presentation College, 
Cork, until 1951. He spent his later years at St Joseph’s Greenmount, Cork, 
where he died on 6 March, 1954, aged 79 years. He was interred in the 
cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, Cork. He was a cousin of Brother 
Richard Bertrand Boyce (qv).  

Boyce, Richard Bertrand (1875- 1937) 
Richard Boyce, son of Richard and Mary Boyce, was 
born in Kilmore, Milford, Co. Cork, and baptised in 
Milford Catholic church on 17 September, 1875. He 
attended Milford National School and entered the 
novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, South Monastery, 
Cork, on 5 May, 1892. He received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Bertrand, on 
24 December, 1892. His new patron saint, St Louis 
Bertrand (1526-1581), was a Spanish Dominican friar, who preached in South 
America.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Bertrand made profession of 
vows at the new novitiate, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 24 December, 1894. In 
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January, 1895, he was transferred to St Joseph’s Orphanage, Orpington. In 
1922, he was transferred to Presentation College, Bray, where he remained 
until 1930, when he was transferred to St Boniface’s College, Plymouth, as 
superior. When the Brothers moved from Plymouth to Reading in July, 1931, 
Brother Bertrand became the first superior and principal at Presentation 
College, Reading. In January, 1934, he was transferred back to Presentation 
College, Bray, where he resumed his former ministry. In March, 1937, he had 
a fatal fall while disembarking from the Dublin train at Bray railway station. 
He fell and fractured his skull, the fall also causing severe concussion. He was 
removed to the Mater Hospital, Dublin, but failed to respond to medical 
treatment. He died there on 15 March, 1937, aged 61 years. He was interred in 
the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, Dean’s Grange cemetery, Blackrock, 
Co. Dublin. He was a cousin of Brother Patrick Berchmans Boyce (qv). 

Boyle, Charles Gilbert (1885-1944) 
Charles Boyle, son of Charles Boyle and his wife, 
Margaret Meehan, was born in Arafarna, Bundoran, Co. 
Donegal, on 16 December, 1885, and baptised the same 
day. Having completed his education at the local 
National school, he embarked on a business career and 
all indications were that he would be very successful. 
However, much to the surprise of his parents and 
friends, and, indeed, in spite of their advice, he decided at 
the age of twenty-three to apply for admission to the 
Presentation Brothers. Some of the older Brothers related that young Charles 
first encountered the Presentation Brothers, when they came to the seaside 
town of Bundoran for their annual summer vacation. He was attracted to 
their vocation and life-style and set out for Cork to join them. On 6 January, 
1909, he received the habit of the Presentation Brothers, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Gilbert. His new patron saint was the 12th century 
Gilbert of Sempringham, Lincolnshire, who founded the Gilbertine Order. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Gilbert made his religious 
profession on 24 December, 1910. He then began his studies leading to 
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teacher qualification. In addition to obtaining a certificate as a National 
Teacher, he also obtained a BA degree and a Higher Diploma in Education. 
He taught for some years in the junior department of Presentation College, 
Mardyke, Cork, before his transfer to Cobh in 1917, where he was superior 
and principal (1928-1931). In 1931, he was transferred to St Patrick’s 
Greenmount where he also held the post of Principal (1931-1936). He was 
then appointed Principal of St Joseph’s school, Mardyke, Cork (1936-1937), 
before being appointed Superior (1937-1943) and Principal (1937-1944) in 
Birr. School inspectors consistently awarded him the grade, ‘Highly Efficient’ 
in his teaching and school administration.  

Brother Gilbert was a man of great personal charm, which was 
complemented by dedication, hard work and efficiency. He also welcomed 
opportunities to work with other people for the welfare of children. In Cork, 
in association with Rev James Bastible, Dean of UCC, and School Inspector, 
Mr M Hughes, he founded Coiste na bPaisti, an organisation committed to 
providing holidays for children in the West-Cork Gaeltacht.  In Birr, he was 
appointed the UDC representative on the Offaly Vocational Education 
Committee. He was also a founder member of both the Gaelic League and 
Red Cross branches in Birr, in addition to holding the post of chairman of the 
Offaly Schools Hurling League. Brother Gilbert's death was characteristic of 
his life. Though ailing for some time, he still continued his work in school, 
but, at the end of October, 1944, on medical advice, he took to his bed. He 
remained his cheerful self, happy when members of the community came to 
visit him. Finally, he was transferred to the Mercy Hospital in Cork, where he 
died on 3 November, 1944, aged 58 years. He was interred in the cemetery 
attached to Mount St Joseph, Cork.  

Brennan, Peter Claver (1891-1959) 
Peter Brennan, son of Thomas Brennan and his wife, Bridget Sullivan, was 
born in Abbeytown, Boyle, Co. Roscommon, on 17 May, 1891. He was 
educated at the local National school before entering the novitiate of the 
Presentation Brothers, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 27 April, 1908. He received 
the religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Claver, on 1 
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November, 1908. His new patron saint, St Peter 
Claver (1581-1654), was a Spanish Jesuit priest who 
devoted his life to ministering to Negro slaves in 
South America.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother 
Claver made profession of vows on 25 May, 1911. 
He qualified as a National teacher and taught 
initially in Cork before his transfer to Dungannon, 
where he was superior (1929-1932) and principal (1931-1932). He was then 
transferred to Enniskillen, where he was superior (1935-1938) and principal of 
the primary school (1932-1940). He had a nervous breakdown in the autumn 
of 1939 and was given sick leave by the Northern Ireland Ministry of 
Education as from 17 November, 1939. He did not recover, however, and 
resigned his post as school principal in 1940. He was sent to the Brothers of 
Charity Nursing Home at Belmont, Waterford, where he received medical 
treatment. He never recovered sufficiently, however, to return to community 
life and he died in Belmont on 24 February, 1959, aged 67 years. He was 
interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Cork.  

Brosnan, Maurice Augustine (1825-1856) 
Brother Maurice Brosnan entered the Presentation Brothers at the South 
Monastery, Douglas Street, Cork in 1854. When he received the religious 
habit, he also received a new religious name, Brother Augustine. While 
preparing for religious profession, he went for a swim at Blackrock, a fishing 
village in the southern suburbs of Cork, and was accidentally drowned on 16 
July, 1856. He was interred in the vault in the South Monastery, now in the 
grounds of Nano Nagle House, Douglas Street, Cork. He was aged 31 years. 
Nothing more is known about him.  
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Brosnan, Thomas Finbarr (1851-1929) 
Thomas Brosnan, son of Cornelius Brosnan and 
his wife, Nora Cahill, was born in Castleisland, Co. 
Kerry, and baptised in Castleisland Catholic church 
on 20 May, 1851. His family subsequently appear 
to have moved to Lisaree, Listry, Milltown, Co. 
Kerry. He entered the Royal Irish Constabulary in 
his late teens and was stationed in Galway, when he 
applied to enter the Presentation Brothers. When 
his request was granted, he entered the novitiate of 
the Presentation Brothers at the South Monastery, 
Cork, on 24 August, 1878. At the conclusion of his period of postulancy, he 
received the religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother 
Finbarr, on 15 April, 1879. His new patron saint was St Finbarr, the patron of 
the diocese of Cork.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Finbarr made profession of vows 
at the South Monastery on 30 April, 1881. He considered himself too old to 
start studying for qualification as a teacher and opted, instead, for the position 
of ‘auxiliary’ or ‘lay’ Brother, a division which was subsequently allowed to 
disappear. In this capacity, he undertook tasks related to student supervision, 
gardening, housekeeping and maintenance. One of his first appointments was 
to St Vincent’s School, Dartford, where he arrived on 30 November, 1892, his 
duties to include the supervision and care of the students. On his return to 
Ireland about 1911, he was stationed at Mount St Joseph, where his skills in 
gardening were put to good use. He is credited with the introduction of 
terracing of the slopes on the elevated southern side of the site. He is also 
credited with the planting of many of the handsome trees and shrubs in the 
grounds at Mount St Joseph, including the massive Monterey Pines (Pinus 
Radiata), the Monkey Puzzles (Araucaria Auraucana), the Evergreen Holm 
Oaks (Quercus Ilex), the line of Horse Chestnuts (Aesculus Hippocastanum, now 
cut down), the many English Elm trees (Ulmus Procera, now cut down, 
following infection with Dutch Elm Disease) and the Sweet Chestnut 
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(Castanea Sativa). He died at Mount St Joseph on 27 June, 1929, aged 78 years, 
and was buried in the cemetery in the grounds.  

Browne, John Bartholomew (1920-2002) 
Sean Browne, son of Patrick Browne and his wife, 
Nora Cahill, was born in the family home in 
Knockduff, Meelin, Co. Cork, on 4 April, 1920, and 
baptised in the parish church two days later. He 
attended Meelin National School, after which he 
entered the Presentation Brothers Juniorate, Coláiste 
Muire, Douglas, Cork, in August, 1933. On 
completing his secondary schooling, he entered the 
Presentation Brothers novitiate, Mount St Joseph, 
Cork, in July, 1938. He received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Bartholomew, on 12 August, 1938. His new patron 
saint was the apostle, Bartholomew or Nathaniel, revered as the apostle who 
brought the Christian faith to Armenia   

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Bartholomew made his 
religious profession on 6 August, 1940. He spent one year teaching, after 
which he entered De La Salle Teachers’ College, Waterford, where he 
qualified as a National teacher in 1943. He was then assigned to teach at St 
Joseph’s school, Mardyke, while living in the South Monastery. During this 
time, he completed a BA degree at the National University of Ireland Cork, in 
1946, and a Higher Diploma in Education in 1947. In the autumn of 1948, he 
volunteered for the West Indian mission and was assigned to Presentation 
College, San Fernando, Trinidad. In 1951, he was appointed superior and 
principal of the college and immediately set about fund-raising in preparation 
for an extensive building programme. This eventually included a new wing in 
the college (later named the Brother Browne Block), complete with up-to-date 
science laboratories and a new 12-bedroom house for the Brothers. He was a 
very successful fund-raiser and got significant help from the oil refining firm, 
Trinidad Leaseholds, later renamed Texaco Trinidad. He was also a 
prominent member of the Association of Principals of Assisted Secondary 
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Schools and was its nominee on the Hammond Committee of Inquiry into 
Secondary Schools (1956).  

Brother Bartholomew returned to Ireland in 1956 and, after a period 
teaching in Scoil Chríost Rí, Cork, was appointed Director of Vocations. In 
1961, he was appointed superior and principal of the juniorate, Coláiste Therése, 
but, in March, 1964, he was transferred to Bray as acting Principal, when 
Brother Ignatius fell ill. When Ignatius failed to recover, Bartholomew was 
appointed Principal (1965-1974) and superior (1966-1969) in Bray. In 1974, he 
was appointed Irish Provincial (1975-1981) and, in 1981, he was appointed 
Assistant to the Congregational Leader (1981-1993). During the years, 1981-
1985, he was principal of Presentation College, Cork. In 1987, he took up 
residence in Bray, while continuing his former role as Vocations Promoter. 

Brother Bartholomew spent his later years in Maiville Turner’s Cross, 
before being transferred to White Friars’ Nursing Home, Glanmire, in 1999. 
He was a man of great energy and vision, and both of these qualities had a 
fruitful outlet in his several building schemes. He was the man behind several 
outstanding school buildings, notably in San Fernando, in Bray and at 
Presentation College, Mardyke. He remained in contact with several of his 
former students and teachers in Trinidad and he was fondly remembered by 
many of them. Some time before his death he suffered a stroke which 
curtailed his movement. He died at White Friars’ Nursing Home, Glanmire, 
on 9 September, 2002, aged 82 years. He was interred in the cemetery 
attached to Mount St Joseph, Cork. He was a brother of Br Patrick Plunkett 
Browne (qv).  

Browne, Michael Louis (1920-1975) 
Michael Browne, son of Thomas Browne and his 
wife, Annie Galvin, was born in Cappanagera, 
Clondegad, Lissycasey, Co. Clare, on 6 March, 1920. 
He attended the local National school, before 
entering the Presentation Brothers’ juniorate, 
Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, in September, 1933. 
At the end of his secondary schooling, he entered 
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the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, Mount St Joseph, Cork. He 
received the religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother 
Louis, on 6 August, 1937. His new patron saint was St Louis XI (1214-1270), 
King of France. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Louis made profession of vows at 
Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 12 August, 1939. He then attended St Mary’s 
Teacher Training College, Strawberry Hill, Twickenham, where he qualified as 
a teacher. Following his training, he was transferred to Enniskillen, where he 
spent the next ten years. On 25 August, 1954, he was transferred to 
Dungannon, where he taught in the primary school In July 1964, he attended 
the first of the ‘renovation courses’ held in Cork. From the mid-1960s, his 
health began to decline and he spent various periods in hospital, including St 
John’s Hospital, Belfast (January-March, 1961); St John of God, Stillorgan 
(June to November, 1971), St John’s, Belfast (November, 1973). During his 
final illness, he was cared for at South Armagh Hospital, Dungannon, where 
he died on 15 July, 1975, aged 55 years. He was interred in the cemetery 
attached to Mount St Joseph, Cork. He was a man of considerable intellectual 
ability, and something of a polymath, who mastered several European 
languages. 

Browne, Patrick Plunkett (1921-2012) 
Patrick Browne, son of Patrick Browne and his wife, 
Nora Cahill, was born in Knockduff, Lower Meelin, 
Co. Cork, on 11 July, 1921, and baptised in Meelin 
Catholic church the following day. He was educated 
at Meelin National School, before entering the 
Presentation Brothers Juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Cork, 
in August, 1939. On completion of his secondary 
education, he joined the Presentation Brothers, 
following the example of his elder brother, Seán. He 
received the habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Plunkett, on 6 
August, 1940. His new patron saint, St Oliver Plunkett (1629-1681), 
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Archbishop, was executed in Dundalk for treason, the act of treason being to 
carry out his duties as a Catholic bishop. On completion of his novitiate, 
Brother Plunkett made his religious profession on 12 August, 1942.  

He attended De La Salle Teacher Training College, where he qualified 
as a primary teacher in 1945. He taught in Cork at the South Monastery for 
some years before going to Canada in 1948. He taught in several Presentation 
schools in Canada, including Cornwall, Ontario; Longueuil, Quebec, and 
Leroux, La Salle, Quebec. He served as Principal of Our Lady Queen of the 
World School, Montreal for several years (1960-1962; 1964-1969). He also 
served as a member of the Canadian Province team (1967-1969) and was 
Province Leader (1964-1967). A diligent student, he obtained the degrees BA 
(Ottawa, 1964); BEd (McGill, 1969), MA (St Michael’s, 1970) and MA 
(Winoosky, 1972. He had a HDE (NUI, 1978) and a Dip Rem Ed (1977), in 
addition to a qualification as a physical Education instructor from Canada. In 
1969, he was elected to the Central Leadership Team (1969-1975) and re-
elected in 1975 (1975-1981). He also served as Principal at Presentation 
College Junior School, Cork (1969-1975; 1984-1988) and Presentation Junior 
School, Bray (1981-1983). He also held the post of Bursar General (1975-
1981). 

During his later years, he served as school secretary at Scoil Chríost Rí, 
Cork, while residing at the Presentation Brothers Maiville community. When 
the time came for him to have on-going nursing care, he was moved to White 
Friars’ Nursing Home, Glanmire, Co. Cork. He died there on 11 June, 2012, 
aged 90 years. He was interred in the cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, 
Cork. He was a brother of John Bartholomew Browne (qv). 

Brunnock, Patrick Dominic (1927-2006) 
Patrick Brunnock, son of Michael Brunnock and his wife, Margaret Martin, 
was born in Doon, Araglin, Co. Tipperary, on 26 December, 1927, and 
baptised in the local Catholic church the following day. He attended Araglin 
National School before his entry to Presentation Brothers Juniorate, Coláiste 
Muire, Douglas, Cork, in August, 1941. On completion of his secondary 
schooling, he applied for entry to the Presentation Brothers, and, on being 
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accepted, he received the religious habit, together 
with a new religious name, Brother Dominic, at 
Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 12 August, 1945. His 
new patron saint was the great St Dominic 
Guzman (1170-1221), a Spanish priest, who 
founded the Dominican Order. 

At the end of his novitiate, he made 
profession of vows at Mount St Joseph on 12 
August, 1947. He then attended De La Salle 
Teacher Training College, Waterford, where he 
qualified as a National teacher in 1949. He 
obtained his BA degree from the National University of Ireland, Cork, in 
1955. He taught at the South Monastery School, where he was principal 
(1953-1956), before joining the Presentation Brothers’ mission in the English-
speaking Caribbean. He taught at Presentation College, San Fernando (1956-
1964), where he was superior (1959-1964); at St Mary’s College, St Lucia 
(1964-1973), where he was superior (1967-1971); at Presentation College, 
Barbados (1973-1981; 1983-1988), where he was superior (1976-1981; 1983-
1989); at Presentation College, Grenada, where he was superior (1981-1983) 
and at Presentation College, Chaguanas, Trinidad (1983-1993). He was also a 
member of the West Indies Province Leadership team (1976-1980), in 
addition to holding the post of Province Leader for six years (1970-1976). 

In 1990, he took study leave for a course at the Institute of St 
Anselm, England, after which he pursued a course at SERVOL, Trinidad. In 
1991, he became co-ordinator of courses for SERVOL in Chaguanas. In 
1993, he returned to St Lucia to found a new organisation, CARE, based on 
the educational strategy of SERVOL and aimed at adolescents who dropped 
out of, or failed to gain entry to, secondary schools. He continued as 
executive Director of CARE until shortly before his final illness. In 2004, he 
was awarded the Papal cross, Pro Ecclesia et Pontifice, for his educational work 
and, in 2005, the Government of St Lucia awarded him the St Lucia Medal of 
Honour (Gold) for ‘eminent services of national importance to St Lucia’. The 
St Lucia Rotarians also presented him with their Medal of Honour. Around 
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this time, his health began to fail and he returned to Ireland for surgery in 
2005 and had one leg amputated. He failed to recover, however, and died at 
Marymount Hospice, Cork, on 20 May, 2006, aged 77 years. He was interred 
in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  

Buckley, Brendan Ambrose (1907-1993) 
Brendan Daniel Buckley, son of Patrick Buckley 
and his wife, Margaret Brosnahan, was born at 
Knocktoosh, Broadford, Dromcollogher, Co. 
Limerick, on 31October 1907. He attended the 
local National School, before entering the 
Presentation Brothers Preparatory School, Mount 
St Joseph, Cork, on 9 September, 1923. He 
received the habit of the Presentation Brothers, 
together with a new religious name, Brother 
Ambrose, on 25 October, 1924. His new patron saint was the great Bishop of 
Turin, Ambrose, known as a Father and Doctor of the early Christian Church. 
Brother Ambrose made his religious profession on 26 November, 1926. 

In 1929, he was assigned to Presentation College, Glasthule, where he 
taught in the Junior school until 1932. In 1932, he was transferred to Mardyke 
House to teach at Presentation College, Junior School. In August, 1935, he 
was transferred to the English province, where he took up an appointment at 
Presntation College, Reading. He spent the next 22 years there. He fulfilled 
different roles at different times, including teacher, bursar, games master, 
groundsman and superior (1950-1953). He purchased the house, known as 
The Grange, to provide additional accommodation for boarders. Among his 
early students was Cormac Murphy-O’Connor, the future Cardinal 
Archbishop of Westminster, who later described Ambrose as a ‘truly 
delightful man’. During World War II years, he acted as a Fire Warden for 
West Reading. 

From 1955 to 1957, Brother Ambrose was back in Ireland, the first 
of these two years in St Joseph’s Greenmount, acting as bursar, and the 
second year in Mardyke House, teaching in the junior school, Presentation 
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College. In 1957, however, he returned to England, this time to St Vincent’s 
Special school, Dartford, where he worked for the next 19 years, most of that 
time as House Master. In 1975, he retired to Strawberry Hill, Twickenham, 
where he passed his remaining days. He was a man of great energy and took 
long walks almost every day. He especially enjoyed strolling around the St 
Mary’s Campus, Strawberry Hill, former home of Horace Walpole, and 
exploring the gardens of Hampton Court, home of Cardinal Woolsey, ill-fated 
Chancellor of Henry VIII. He also did voluntary office work at Archbishop’s 
House, Westminster Cathedral. He was a dedicated reader, being especially 
keen on historical books. In his later years, his sight began to fail, but, through 
the use of audio books and tapes, he was still able to enjoy his favourite 
authors. He was always very faithful to his religious exercises. Towards the 
end, he had to have regular care, and he found this in Nazareth House, 
Hammersmith, London, a nursing home operated by the Sisters of Nazareth. 
He died there on 9 November, 1993, aged 86 years. He was buried in the 
Presentation Brothers burial plot, Henley Road cemetery, Reading, Berkshire.  

Buckley, Patrick Leopold (1876-1922) 
Patrick Buckley, son of Timothy Buckley and his wife, Kate Leahy, was born 
in Rockchapel, Co. Cork, on 28 April, 1876, and baptised in Rockchapel 
Catholic church the following day. At the age of eighteen, he entered the 
novitiate of the Presentation Brothers at the South Monastery, Cork, on 12 
May, 1894. During his postulancy, the novitiate moved to a new building at 
Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork, and he received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Leopold, at Mount St Joseph, on 
Presentation Day, 21 November, 1894. His new patron saint, St Leopold 
(1050-1136), ruler of Austria, was a holy man, who founded several 
monasteries in his kingdom. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Leopold made profession of 
vows at Mount St Joseph on Presentation Day, 21 November, 1896. He 
seems to have lived a quiet life, on the whole, managing to avoid 
correspondence with the Higher Superiors. He is listed as a member of the 
Letterkenny community in 1901 and resident in Cobh in 1911. Brother 
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Patrick Shine, Superior General, wrote to him on 10 December, 1904, 
granting him permission to visit his family. He died on 13 January, 1922, aged 
45 years, and was interred in the cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, 
Blarney Street, Cork.  

Buckley, Timothy Columban (1900-1991) 
Timothy Buckley, son of John Buckley and his 
wife, Ellen Donovan, was born in Glenville, 
Watergrass Hill, Co. Cork, and baptised on 4 
August, 1900. He attended the local National 
school before entering the novitiate of the 
Presentation Brothers, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 
18 August, 1917. He received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother 
Columbanus, on 1 April, 1918. His new patron 
saint, Columban (543-615), was the famous Irish 
missionary monk who established monasteries in continental Europe, 
especially in Luxeuil and Bobbio. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Columbanus made his 
religious profession of vows on 4 April, 1920. He attended De La Salle 
Teachers College in Waterford, where he qualified as a National teacher. One 
of his first appointments was to Letterkenny, Co. Donegal, where he was 
superior for several terms (1931-1934; 1939-1942; 1957-1963). He was also 
principal in Letterkenny from 1956 to 1968. He was known as a very effective 
teacher, his students being particularly proficient in Irish. He also tutored 
many students for scholarships, which subsequently covered their fees at 
secondary school. He was also principal in Birr (1948-1949). He spent over 20 
years of his retirement at Presentation College, Bray, during the later period of 
which he suffered from dementia. When it became necessary to provide 
nursing supervision for him, he was transferred to Glenhazel Nursing Home, 
Bray, where he died on 1 March, 1991, aged 90 years. He was interred in the 
Presentation Brothers burial plot, Dean’s Grange cemetery, Blackrock, Co. 
Dublin. Dublin.  
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Burke, Francis Majella (1934-2016) 
Francis Burke, son of James Burke and his wife, 
Anna Lyons, was born in Ballinruane, Whitegate, 
Mount Shannon, Co. Clare, on 27 July 1934 and 
baptised in the local Catholic church three days later. 
He entered the Presentation Brothers Juniorate, 
Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, on 29 August 1949, to 
begin his secondary schooling. He joined the 
Presentation Brothers at Mount St Joseph, Cork, 
receiving the religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother 
Majella, on 12 August 1954. On completion of his novitiate training, he made 
profession of vows at Mount St Joseph on 12 August 1954. Four years later, 
on 12 August 1958, he made his perpetual profession.  

He studied at St Mary’s University, Twickenham, where he graduated 
as a teacher. Later he studied for advanced diplomas in education at Ulster 
University and Queen’s University, Belfast. He taught in several Presentation 
Brothers schools including Bray, Presentation College, Cork, Presentation 
College, Reading, Orpington, and Dungannon. He served as principal in the 
junior school in Reading and deputy principal in Dungannon. He spent 
several years in Dungannon where he was community leader, in addition to 
being the last Presentation Brother to teach in the school. He was a patient 
and gifted teacher who always gave special attention to pupils with special 
needs.  

He was a keen photographer and painter and some of his landscapes 
were hung in the Edmund Rice Study Centre, Presentation Brothers, Mardyke 
House, Cork.  

When the Dungannon house was closed, he took up residence in 
Glasthule, where he served on the sacristy team at the local St Joseph’s 
church. He spent his final months in Blackrock Hospice, Dublin, where he 
died peacefully on 9 May 2016. He was interred at the Presentation Brothers 
cemetery, Mount St Joseph, Cork. His younger brother, Paul Eugene 
Burke, is also a Presentation Brother.  
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Burke, James Conleth (1915-1988)  
James Burke, son of James Burke and his wife, 
Hannah Collins, was born in Newmarket, Co. 
Cork, on 18 November, 1915. He was educated at 
Newmarket National School, after which he 
entered the Presentation Brothers Juniorate, Coláiste 
Muire, Douglas, Cork, in 1931. He completed his 
secondary schooling there, following which he sought entry to the 
Presentation Brothers. He received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Conleth, on 12 August, 1936. His new patron saint, St 
Conleth (450-519), was a friend of St Brigid and first bishop of Kildare. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Conleth made his religious 
profession on 12 August, 1938. After some initial teaching in Cork city, he 
attended De La Salle Teacher Training College, Waterford, where he qualified 
as a National teacher in 1942. He was then sent to teach in St Patrick’s, 
Greenmount (1942-1946), after which he taught in Letterkenny (1946-1950). 
He was then appointed superior and principal in Milltown (1950-1956), after 
which he was assigned to Killarney (1956-1964). He was also superior in St 
Patrick’s, Greenmount, during the years prior to its closure (1965-1968). He 
worked at Coláiste Therese from 1968 to 1989. He theen took up residence at 
Coláiste Therése, but continued to teach at the nearly National School until his 
retirement in 1980. He spent his retirement years in Cobh, during which he 
became a victim of Alzheimer’s disease. He died on 12 August, 1988, aged 82 
years. He was interred in the cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, Blarney 
Street, Cork. 
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Burke, John De Sales (1924-2013) 
John Burke, son of Edmund Burke and his wife, Ellen 
Hanly, was born at Martinstown, Kilmallock, Co. 
Limerick, on 14 May 1924. He was enrolled at the 
Presentation Brothers Juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, 
Cork, in August 1939. On completing his Leaving 
Certificate examination, he entered the novitiate of the 
Presentation Brothers at Mount St Joseph, Cork, in 
August 1942. Together with the religious habit, he also received a new name, 
Brother De Sales. His patron saint, Francis de Sales (1567-1622), was a saintly 
bishop in Geneva, Switzerland. At the end of his novitiate, Brother De Sales 
made his first religious profession on 12 August 1944. Three years later, he 
made perpetual profession. 

He entered the National University of Ireland, Cork, where he 
studied languages, graduating with BA, first class honours, in 1946 and a 
Higher Diploma in Education in 1947. He was then assigned to teach in the 
Juniorate in Passage West, after which he taught for several years in the 
Juniorate in Coláiste Muire, Douglas. Subsequently, he was principal in Coláiste 
Chríost Rí, Cork, Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh, Bishopstown, Cork, and 
Presentation Secondary School Milltown. His last teaching assignment was in 
Coláiste Muire, Cobh, where he continued to coach student in Irish even after 
his formal retirement in 1989. He spent his last years in Maiville, Cork, where 
he died peacefully on 23 December 2013. He was interred in the Presentation 
Brothers cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Cork.  

Brother De Sales was a fine scholar, possessed of an amiable 
disposition. He served as community leader in several houses, including 
Passage West, Douglas, South Monastery, Cork, Milltown and Cobh. He had 
a great facility in writing and, in addition to articles for Presentation inhouse 
journals and newsletters, he was also the author of an unpublished history of 
the Presentation Brothers.  
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Butler, Pierce Edward (1924-1999)  
Pierce Butler, son of Patrick Butler and his wife, 
Winifred Fogarty, was born in Castle Street, Cahir, Co. 
Tipperary, on 17 September, 1924. He was educated at 
Cahir National School, before entering the 
Presentation Brothers Juniorate, Coláiste Muire, 
Douglas, Cork, in August, 1939. On completion of his 
secondary schooling, he entered the Presentation 
Brothers novitiate, at Mount St Joseph, Cork, receiving 
the religious habit and a new religious name, Brother 
Edward, on 12 August, 1942. His new patron saint, St 
Edward the Confessor (1003-1066), was one of the last Anglo-Saxon Kings of 
England.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Edward made his religious 
profession on 12 August, 1944. He then entered St Mary’s Teacher Training 
College, Strawberry Hill, Twickenham, where he qualified as a teacher in 1947. 
He was a gifted athlete and played hurling at inter-county level and soccer at 
club level (Leyton Orient). He taught for a year at St John Fisher School, 
Wymondley, and for another year at St Thomas More School, West 
Grinstead, before taking up an appointment at Presentation Brothers’ school, 
Dungannon, Co. Tyrone (1949-1961). He spent the remainder of his teaching 
life between Enniskillen (1961-1988) and Dungannon (1988-1989). He spent 
his retirement years in Dungannon, where he died on 1 January, 1999, aged 74 
years. He was interred in Dungannon. 
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Cagney, Daniel Casimir (1876-1954) 
Daniel Cagney, son of Daniel Cagney and his wife, 
Johanna Kennedy, was born in Ballinaha, Ballingarry, 
Co. Limerick, and baptised in Ballingarry Catholic 
church on 13 February, 1876. He was educated at 
Ballingarry National School before entering the 
novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, Mount St 
Joseph, Cork, on 2 January, 1895. He received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Cassimir, on 12 July, 1895. His new patron 
saint, Casimir Jagiellon (1458-1484), was a Polish 
Prince. 
  On completion of his novitiate, Brother Casimir made his religious 
profession on 31 July, 1897. He taught in Carrick-on-Shannon before his 
appointment as superior in Milltown (1901-1903) and then in 
Letterkenny.After that, he was appointed Assistant Master of Novices at 
Mount St Joseph, Cork. In 1913, he was asked to join the recently-established 
Canadian province and, on arrival in Montreal, he soon made himself familiar 
with the culture and educational system of the province of Quebec. The 
following year, 1914, he was appointed Master of Novices in the newly-
established novitiate in Loongueuil. In 1915, he was appointed a member of 
the Province Leadership team and served in this capacity for twenty 
consecutive years, for four of which (1925-1929), he was Province Leader. He 
died in Longueuil, Quebec, on 18 January, 1954, aged 77 years and was 
interred in the Presentation Brothers burial plot in Longueuil cemetery. He 
was a brother of Patrick Cassian Cagney (qv) and of Edward Albeus Cagney 
(qv).  



 

30 
 

Cagney, Edward Albeus (1877-1964)  
Edward Cagney, son of Daniel Cagney and his wife, 
Johanna Kennedy, was born in Ballinaha, Ballingarry, 
Co. Limerick, and baptised in Ballingarry Catholic 
church on 19 February, 1877. He was educated at 
Ballingarry National School and entered the 
Presentation Brothers novitiate at Mount St Joseph, 
Cork, on 23 November, 1895. He received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Albeus, on 25 May, 1896. His new patron saint, St Albeus, was an 
early Irish convert, whom St Patrick made bishop of Munster, and who died 
in 525 AD.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Albeus made profession of 
vows at Mount St Joseph on 28 May, 1898. He passed the King’s Scholarship 
in April, 1904.He taught at St Joseph’s Greenmount (1898-1901); Carrick-on-
Shannon (1901-1902); St Joseph’s Orphanage, Orpington (1907-1918); Carlile 
(1918-1920); Cobh (1920-1923); St Patrick’s Greenmount, where he was 
superior (1923-1929); Kinsale (1929-1935) and Birr (1935-1941). His last 
transfer was to Letterkenny, where he wished to spend his retirement years 
and where he also served as bursar for several years. He died suddenly in 
Letterkenny on 16 August, 1964, aged 87 years. He was interred in the 
Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, Dean’s Grange cemetery, Blackrock, Co. 
Dublin. He was a brother of both Patrick Cassian Cagney (qv) and Danial 
Casimir Cagney (qv).  
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Cagney, Patrick Cassian (1875-1961) 
Patrick Cagney, son of Daniel Cagney and his wife, 
Johanna Kennedy, was born in Ballinaha, Ballingarry, 
Co. Limerick, and baptised in Ballingarry Catholic 
church on 15 February, 1875. He attended Ballingarry 
National School and entered the Presentation Brothers 
novitiate, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 18 August, 1894. 
He received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Cassian, on 11 March, 1895. 
His new patron saint was St John Cassian (360-435), a monk in the early 
Church, who is regarded as one of the founders of Christian monasticism.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Cassian made his religious 
profession on 13 March, 1897. He then attended the Teacher Training College 
at Mount St Joseph, Cork, and qualified as a National teacher. He was one of 
about a dozen Presentation Brothers to obtain this qualification during the 
few years these facilities were on offer at Mount St Joseph. Cassian was a man 
of ability and presence and held several posts of responsibility. He was 
superior in Killarney (1900-1901), Birr (1926-1929); Sherbrooke, Quebec 
(1911); St Gabriel’s Montreal (1919). He returned to reland in 1924 and was 
appointed to the monastery school, Milltown, where he gave tuition to 
ambitious students in French in the afternoons, after regular school hours. 
Subsequently, he taught for some years at Presentation College, Cork (1943-
1946). During these years, one of his students was Dan Donovan, 
subsequently deputy principal in the school. Dan captures Cassian’s direct 
approach to religion and life in a brief reference to a religion class:  

Big Brother Cassian too often told us how he dealt with a 
blasphemous obscenity about the Mother of God: ‘Off with the coat, 
Boys! Off with the Collar! Up with the fists! Laid him out boys, laid 
him out! Looking at Cassian, his fine physique striking even in old 
age, we could well believe it’. (Donovan, in Feheney, 1996, 104) 
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Cassian spent the last twelve years of his life in Killarney, where he died after 
a lingering illness on 15 December, 1961, aged 86 years. He was interred in 
the cemetery in the old monastery, his remains being subsequently transferred 
to the Presentation Brothers burial plot in Aghadoe cemetery, overlooking the 
Lakes of Killarney. He was a brother of Daniel Cassian Cagney (qv) and 
James Albeus Cagney (qv). 

Cahill, Patrick Hilarion (1897-1958) 
Patrick Cahill, son of Maurice Cahill and his wife, 
Mary Collins, was born on 2 April, 1879, at the family 
home in Ballaugh, Abbeyfeale, Co. Limerick. He was 
baptised in the local parish church on 7 April, 1879. 
He attended the local National School before 
entering the Presentation Brothers Preparatory 
School at Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 14 August, 
1899. He received the habit of the Presentation 
Brothers, together with a new religious name, Brother 
Hilarion, at Mount St Joseph on 19 February, 1900. His new patron saint, 
Hilarion (291-371 AD), was born in Palestine and, after his conversion to 
Christianity, became an anchorite hermit in the Egyptian desert. On 
completion of his novitiate, Hilarion Cahill made his religious profession on 
12 April, 1902. This was the year of the Cork Exhibition and Brother John 
Austin Queenan, one of Hilarion’s contemporaries, relates how the young 
Brothers were given permission to sit on the terrace at Mount St Joseph in the 
evenings to listen to the bands playing in Fitzgerald’s Park below them during 
the Exhibition.  

Hilarion passed the King’s Scholarship examination and began his 
teacher training course at Mount St Joseph, which was a recognised Teacher 
Training College at the time. On graduation, he made his final profession in 
1905, and then began his teaching career. In subsequent years he taught at 
Kinsale (1911), Dungannon (1920), Letterkenny, where he was Superior from 
1921 to 1925, and the juniorate, Coláiste Muire,, Douglas. He spent his 
retirement years in Killarney. In the beginning of 1958, he began to feel 
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unwell and, when he did not recover, he was referred to Tralee District 
Hospital, where he died on 25 November, 1958, aged 79 years. He was buried 
in the Presentation Brothers burial plot, Aghadoe cemetery, overlooking the 
Lakes of Killarney.  

Cahill, Timothy Justin (1872-1942) 
Timothy Cahill, son of Maurice Cahill and his wife, 
Mary Collins, was born on 27 November, 1872, in the 
family home in Ballaugh, Abbeyfeale, Co. Limerick. 
He was educated at the local National School before 
entering the Presentation Brothers novitiate, at the 
South Monastery, Douglas Street, Cork, on 15 
September, 1890. He received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Justin, on 
30 March, 1891. His new patron was Justin Martyr 
(103-165). On completion of his novitiate, Justin Cahill made his religious 
profession on 3 April, 1893. He passed the King’s Scholarship, the normal 
qualification for entry to teacher training at the time, and qualified as a 
National Teacher under the rules of the Irish Board of National Education.  

Justin proved to be a very effective teacher. He was appointed 
Superior and Principal of the National school in Carrick-on-Shannon in 1905. 
Subsequently, he was Superior and Principal in Killarney for three terms 
(1907-1908; 1908-1911; 1914-1917). Then he was transferred to South 
Monastery, Cork, where he was Superior for several years (1919-1922; 1922-
1925; 1931-1934; 1935-1937), as well as Principal of the attached school from 
1925 to 1937. In the meantime, he served as Principal in Cobh for three years 
(1925-1928).  

In 1925, he was elected Assistant to the Superior General, Brother 
Peter Curtin. Though resident in Mount St Joseph, he walked to and from the 
South Monastery every day, where he was Principal. He died at the South 
Monastery, Douglas Street, Cork, on 28 March, 1942, aged 69 years, and was 
buried in the cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, Cork. He was an older 
brother of Patrick Hilarion Cahill (1897-1958) (qv).  
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Cahill, Timothy Lambert (1886-1906) 
Timothy Cahill, son of John Cahill and his wife, Anne Cronin, was born in 
Tullig, Beaufort, Killarney, Co. Kerry, and baptised in the local Catholic 
church on 16 November, 1886. He attended Beaufort National School, before 
entering the Presentation Brothers novitiate, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 15 
August, 1902. He received the religious habit, together with a new religious 
name, Brother Lambert, on 7 March, 1903. His new patron saint, Lambert 
(633-701) was born in Liege, France, and became Bishop of Maestricht in 
Holland. It is assumed that, on completion of his novitiate, Brother Lambert 
made his religious profession at Mount St Joseph, though this is not noted in 
the register. He was in the monastery, Milltown, Co. Kerry, when he died on 
20 April, 1906, aged 18 years. He was interred in the cemetery attached to the 
old monastery, Killarney, his remains being subsequently translatee to the 
Presentation Brothers burial plot in Aghadoe cemetery, overlooking the Lakes 
of Killarney.  

Cameron, John Michael (1929-1971) 
John Cameron was born in Glasgow, Scotland, on 29 
March, 1929. An orphan, he was reared by an aunt, 
Mrs Stewart, at Beauly, Inverness. He was educated in 
Inverness and he spent time in the British Navy. 
Subsequently, he worked as a lighthouse keeper, a 
nursing orderly and a school caretaker. A Presbyterian 
from his youth, he was attracted to a preaching 
ministry, and, since his local church was very anti-
Catholic, he was advised to concentrate on attacking 
Catholicism. It was in the course of attempting to find weaknesses in 
Catholicism that he met a friendly Catholic priest, was converted and baptised 
a Catholic. He was working as a nursing orderly in the Royal Hospital 
Infirmary, Chelsea, London, before entering the Presentation Brothers at 
Reading in April, 1970. After a period of postulancy, he was sent to Canada, 
where he began his novitiate at Longueuil in August, 1971. When receiving 
the religious habit, he also received a new religious name, Brother Michael.  
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On completion of his novitiate, he returned to England and was 
assigned to Strawberry Hill, Twickenham, where he planned to study for a 
teaching career. In October, 1971, he began to suffer severe abdominal pains 
and he entered the West Middlesex Hospital, where he underwent two 
operations. There was no significant improvement in his condition, however, 
and he died after the second operation on 29 October, 1971, aged 42 years. 
He was buried in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, Henley Road, 
Reading, Bershire. 

Campbell, Thomas Alphonsus (1902-1981) 
Thomas Campbell, son of James Campbell and his 
wife, Mary Kate Haslin, was born in Drumgorman, 
Drumshambo, Co. Leitrim, on 29 April 1902, and 
baptised in the local Catholic church five days later. 
He was educated at Drumkeelanmore National 
School and at the Presentation Brothers School at 
Carrick-on-Shannon. There, he was awarded a 
scholarship to De la Salle Teachers College, 
Waterford, where he qualified as a National 
Teacher. His first teaching appointment was in 
Aughnasheelan, Co. Leitrim, not far from his native parish. From there he 
returned to Carrick-on-Shannon to teach in the Presentation Brothers' school 
and thence to Cork where he was appointed to the staff of the Presentation 
Brothers School, South Monastery, Douglas Street, Cork. 

Attracted to the religious life, he applied to enter the Presentation 
Brothers and his request was granted. He entered the novitiate, Mount St 
Joseph, as a postulant on 25 August, 1925 and received the habit, together 
with a new religious name, Brother Alphonsus, on 27 February, 1926. His 
new patron, St Alphonsus Liguori, an Italian Bishop, was the founder of the 
Redemptorist Congregation. On completion of his novitiate, he made his 
religious profession of vows on 12 April, 1928. He then took up a teaching 
post at St Patrick’s school, Greenmount, attending classes at the National 
University of Ireland, Cork, in the evenings. He graduated from NUI with a 
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BA degree and a Higher Diploma in Education. He also spent some years in 
Cobh, during which he was principal of St Joseph’s primary school (1928-
1931). In school inspectors’ reports of the period, he was consistently rated 
‘Highly Efficient’. 

In 1938, Scoil Chríost Rí was opened in the new parish of Turner’s 
Cross, Cork, and Brother Alphonsus was appointed its first principal. The 
school was a great success, its pupils distinguishing themselves in several 
fields, especially in academic performance and sport. A ‘Secondary Top’ 
evolved out of this primary school and this, in turn, evolved into the 
secondary school of today, Coláiste Chríost Rí.  

In 1951, Brother Alphonsus was elected to the Congregational 
Leadership Team and relinquished his position as principal in Scoil Chríost Rí. 
While in Mount St Joseph, he taught senior novices who, at the time, were 
studying for Leaving Certificate. In 1956, he resigned from the Leadership 
team and took a teaching appointment at Presentation College, Cork, while 
resident at Mardyke House. In 1957, he returned to Scoil Chríost Rí, Turner’s 
Cross, where he resumed his duties as principal during the years 1961-1965. 
He retired from the classroom in 1967, but spent some years working as 
school secretary in Scoil Chríost Rí. In his later years, his health declined and he 
spent time in the Bon Secours and Mercy Hospitals, Cork. Towards the end, 
when he required nursing care, he was admitted to the Bon Secours Nursing 
Home, Mount Desert, Cork, where he died on 28 April, 1981, aged 79 years. 
He was buried in the cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, Cork.  His past 
students at Scoil Chríost Rí commissioned his portrait and established the 
Brother Alphonsus school library as a tribute to his memory.  
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Canning, Alphonsus Sylvester (1924-1997) 
Alphonsus Canning, son of Charles Canning and his 
wife, Mary Anne Cauley, was born in Dromahaire, 
Co. Leitrim, on 16 April, 1924, and baptised in the 
local parish church two days later. He completed his 
primary schooling in the local National school, 
before entering the Presentation Brothers Juniorate, 
Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, in August 1936. At the 
end of his secondary schooling, he joined the 
Presentation Brothers, receiving the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Sylvester, at Mount St Joseph, 
Cork, on 12 August, 1941. His new patron saint, Sylvester, was Pope from 
314 until his death in 335 AD. Throughout his papacy, he was overshadowed 
by the great Constantine, the first Christian Roman Emperor.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Sylvester made his religious 
profession on 6 August, 1943. He entered De La Salle Teachers College, 
Waterford, in 1944 and graduated as National teacher in 1946. He was then 
assigned to Carrick-on-Shannon, where he taught in the National school, 
remaining there until 1958. He was very active in the sporting and cultural life 
of the town. In football, he played for the local club and represented his 
county in various competitions. He also coached school teams. He was a 
member of the local church choir and choral society and taught singing in 
school. He was also one of the organisers of a liturgical festival. He made 
many life-long friends in Carrick-on-Shannon, and his name is still mentioned 
with affection by his past students. 

After Carrick-on-Shannon, Sylvester spent some years in Mount St 
Joseph (1958-1959); Bray (1959-1960); Cobh (1960-1961) and Birr (1961-
1968). In 1968, he joined the novitiate formation team. He spent nearly 25 
years in formation: Mount St Joseph (1968-1971; 1975-1978); Colaiste Therese 
(1971-1972): Douglas (1972-1975; 1982-1994); Canada (1978-1982). He was 
considered ideally suited for this work. Apart from a good general education, 
he was a specialist in liturgical music and was the province resource person in 
this field for several years. He was friendly, helpful and affirmative towards 
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the novices. Moreover, he had a wonderful sense of humour and whenever 
his name is mentioned by colleagues, examples of his good-natured humour 
are mentioned. He was also a life-long member of the Leitrim People’s 
Association and was a regular reader of his home weekly paper, The Leitrim 
Observer. In several communities and at various times, he served as bursar. He 
spent his later years at Mardyke House, where he fostered a joyful community 
spirit. In his last year, he acted as guide for the community during a 
memorable tour of his native Leitrim and neighbouring Sligo. This, however, 
was his last journey. Some months later, he was forced to enter the Bon 
Secours Hospital, Cork, where he died peacefully on 7 November, 1997. He 
was interred in the cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, Cork. He was a 
brother of Walter Charles Aloysius Canning (qv). 

 
Canning, Charles Aloysius (1922- 2005)  
Walter Charles Canning, son of Charles Canning and 
his wife, Mary Anne Cauley, was born in Dromahair, 
Co Leitrim, on 24 January, 1922. He was educated at 
Drumlease National School, before entering the 
Presentation Juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, 
on 24 August, 1934. On completion of his secondary 
schooling, he entered the Presentation Brothers 
novitiate at Mount St Joseph, Cork, receiving the 
habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Aloysius, on 12 August, 
1939. His new patron saint was Aloysius Gonzaga (1568-1591), a Jesuit 
scholastic, who died during the plague in Italy in 1591, while nursing the sick.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Aloysius made his religious 
profession on 15 August, 1941. He attended St Mary’s College of Education, 
Strawberry Hill, Twickenham, where he qualified as a teacher in 1944. After a 
year teaching in St John Fisher School, Wymondley (1944-1945), he returned 
to Ireland and spent the greater part of his teaching life in Dungannon (1945-
1957; 1976-1977; 1978-1986) and Enniskillen (1957-1976). He was superior 
and principal of the primary school in Dungannon (1956-1957) before his 
transfer to Enniskillen, where he was principal of the primary school for 19 
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years (1957-1976) and superior for six years (1957-1963). When the Brothers 
left Enniskillen, he returned to Dungannon, where he spent several years.  

He was a talented man and used many of his these gifts in school-
related activities. He directed school choirs for many years and also helped 
with the parish choir. During his later years, his health declined and he spent 
time in different hospitals. He died on 8 June, 2005, aged 83 years. He was 
interred in the Presentation Brothers burial plot in Dungannon, Co. Tyrone. 
He was a brother of Alphonsus Sylvester Canning (qv).  

Carey, Paul (d.1848) 
 Paul Carey was born in the USA, probably in Pittsburgh PA, around 1820. 
He joined the Presentation Brothers’ community in Pittsburgh and played a 
full part in their educational ministry, especially in St Paul’s Academy, a 
second-level school, with an enrolment of about 500 boys. On 2 July 1848, 
he, Aloysius Egan and Francis Ryan, who had been teaching Sunday School, 
were on their way home when there was a sudden and violent thunderstorm. 
As they sheltered under an umbrella, held by Aloysius Egan, they were hit by 
lightning and Paul Carey and Francis Ryan, who were on either side of 
Aloysius, were killed instantly. Paulo was buried in St Paul’s parish, 
Pittsburgh. Following this tradedy, Aloysius Egan, who was community 
leader, left the Presentation Brothers to become a priest wih the Augustinian 
Order. These two blows led to the disbandonment of the community and the 
end of the Presentation Mission in Pittsburgh. St Paul’s Academy, however, 
prospered and was taken over by the Holy Ghost (Spiritan) congregation, 
which expanded the curriculum. Eventually, St Paul’s School evolved into te 
Pittsburgh Catholic College, which, in turn, evolved into Duquesne 
University, Pittsburgh, USA, which is still under the direction of the Spiritan 
congregation. (Feheney, 2023) 

Carmody, Cornelius Michael (1887-1918) 
Cornelius Carmody, son of John Carmody and his wife, Bridget Hickey, was 
born at Ballinahown, Knocknagoshel, Co. Kerry, on 14 August 1887. He 
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attended the local National School, before entering the Presentation Brothers 
novitiate, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 8 September, 1905. He received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Michael, on 10 
March, 1906. His new patron saint was the Archangel, St Michael. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Michael made his religious 
profession at Mount St Joseph on 17 March, 1908. He was then assigned to 
the English province and began teaching at St Vincent’s School, Dartford, 
Kent. He displayed valuable qualities of leadership, being diligent, prudent 
and good with people. In 1916, he was appointed Superior of St Joseph’s 
Orphanage, Orpington, though his health even then gave cause for concern. 
Though devoted to his duties and highly valued by his colleagues, his health 
continued to decline and, in 1918, he was recalled to Cork. He did not 
recover, however, with rest and was forced to enter St Patrick’s Hospital 
(Hospice), Cork. He died there on 16 October, 1918, aged 31 years. He was 
interred in the cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, Blareney Street, Cork.  

 
Carroll, Michael Borgia (1905-1987) 
Michael Carroll, son of John Carroll and his wife, 
Ellen Naught on, was born in Effin, County 
Limerick, on 21 March, 1905.  He was educated at 
Effin National School, before entering the novitiation 
of the Presentation Brothers at Mount St Joseph, 
Cork, on 1 July, 1927. He received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Borgia, 
on 3 March, 1928. His new patron saint was St 
Francis Borgia (1510-1572), a Spanish nobleman, 
who became Superior General of the Jesuits and a Cardinal. On completion 
of his novitiate, Brother Borgia made profession of vows on 29 March, 1930. 
He was then assigned to the English province, where he spent short periods 
in Plymouth and Reading, before taking up an appointment at St Vincent’s 
Orphanage, Orpington, where he remained until it closed in 1963. He was 
then transferred to St Vincent’s School, Dartford, Kent. He was a quiet 
unassuming man, who was devoted to the care of the children in his charge. 
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He celebrated the golden jubilee of his profession in Dartford in 1980. When 
St Vincent’s School, Dartford, closed in 1983, Brother Borgia transferred to 
Strawberry Hill, Twickenham. Subsequently, when he needed nursing 
oversight, he took up residence with the Alexian Brothers at Twyford Abbey, 
Brent, before spending his remaining years at Nazareth Home, Hammersmith, 
London. He died there on 20 July, 1987, aged 82 years. He was interred in the 
Presentation Brothers burial plot, Henley Road, Reading, Berkshire.  
 
Carroll, Thomas Brendan (1872-1942) 
Thomas Carroll, son of Patrick Carroll and his wife, 
Mary Culhane, was born in Charleville, Co. Cork, on 8 
February, 1872.  He was educated at Charleville CBS 
School, before entering the Presentation Brothers at 
the South Monastery, Douglas Street, Cork, on 16 
April, 1888. He received the religious habit, together 
with a new religious name, Brother Brendan, on 22 
February, 1890.  His new patron saint was the famous 
St Brendan the Navigator (484-577), born in Kerry but associated with both 
Ardfert in Co. Kerry and Clonfert in Co. Galway. On completion of his 
novitiate, Brother Brendan made profession of vows on 22 February, 1892. 

He held several important appointments for the Presentation 
Brothers. He was Superior and Headmaster in St Boniface’s College, 
Plymouth (1916-1920); superior, Mount St Joseph (1909-1916; 1920-1926; 
1939-1941); superior, South Monastery (1901-1904); superior, Glasthule 
(1905-1908); superior, Bray (1927-1928); superior, Mardyke House (1937). He 
was elected Procurator General at the 1937 General Chapter, and from 
September, 1937, until July, 1939, he resided in Rome in one of the 
Augustinian communities. Before the outbreak of World War II, he returned 
to Ireland. He was regarded as a man of ability, culture and prudence. He died 
on 24 May, 1942, aged 70 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St 
Joseph, Cork. 
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Carroll, Thomas Philip (1914-2009)  
Thomas Carroll, son of John Carroll and his wife, Mary 
Kelly, was born in Rathcabbin, Co. Tipperary, on 19 
February, 1914, and baptised in the local Catholic 
church two days later. He was educated at Rathcabbin 
National school and at Presentation Brothers National 
School, Birr, before entering the Presentation Brothers 
juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, in 1935. He 
received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Philip, on 12 August, 1936. His new patron saint was 
the apostle, Philip, of Greek parentage, who baptised the servant of Candace, 
Queen of Ethiopia, on his return journey from Jerusalem to Ethiopia, as 
described in Acts 8:26-40. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Philip made profession of vows 
on 12 August, 1938. He trained as a primary teacher at De La Salle Teachers’ 
College, Waterford, graduating in  1943, and, shortly afterwards, began his 
teaching career, which included appointments in: Killarney (1943-1958), 
where he was also principal (1951-1958); Carrick-on-Shannon (1958-1959; 
1968-1974), where he was also principal (1971-1974); Letterkenny (1959-
1963); Kinsale (1963-1966); South Monastery, Cork (1966-1968). Though he 
officially retired from teaching in 1974, he nevertheless served as principal of 
Presentation College, Glasthule, junior school (1974-1981). During his later 
years, he required nursing oversight and spent several years in St Joseph’s 
Centre, Shankill, Co. Dublin. He died there on 17 September, 2009, aged 95 
years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, Dean’s 
Grange cemetery, Blackrock, Co. Dublin. He was a brother of William 
Cormac Carroll (qv). 
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Carroll, William Cormac (1912-1992) 
William Joseph Carroll, son of John Carroll and his 
wife, Mary Kelly, was born in Rathcabbin, Co. 
Tipperary, on 1 January, 11 January, 1912, and 
baptised in the local Catholic church four days later. 
He was educated at Rathcabbin National school and 
Presentation Brothers, Birr, before entering the 
Presentation Brothers Preparatory School, Mount St 
Joseph, Cork, on 1 August, 1927. He received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Cormac, on 28 March, 1928. His new patron saint, St Cormac Mac 
Cuilleanáin (d.908) was an Irish Bishop, who was also King of Munster. He 
was reputed to be a scholar. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Cormac made profession of vows 
on 29 March, 1930. He attended De La Salle Teachers College, Waterford, 
where he qualified as a National teacher in 1934. He taught in St Patrick’s 
Greenmount (1934-1935) and St Joseph’s School, Cobh (1935-1941). While in 
Cobh, he attended evening classes at the National University of Ireland, Cork, 
and obtained a BA degree in 1940. He was assigned to Milltown in 1941 and 
remained there until 1944. In 1944, he went to Canada, where he taught at 
Sherbrooke (1944-1945; 1948-1955); Daniel O’Connell High School (1945-
1946; 1962-1963); Catholic High School and Montebello (1946-1947); Canon 
O’Meara School (1947-1948); Novitiate, Longueuil (1955-1958; 1961-1962); 
Leroux High School (1958-1960; 1961-1962). In the 1950s, he regularly 
attended summer schools and graduated with an MA in French in 1960 from 
Laval University, Quebec. In 1963, he returned to Ireland as superior at 
Mount St Joseph (1963-1964).  In 1964, he was appointed superior at the 
South Monastery. In 1966, he was transferred to Coláiste Therése, Greenmount, 
and appointed deputy principal. He remained there until his formal retirement 
from teaching in 1977. He was resident in Mount St Joseph from 1978 to 
1990, after which re retired to Killarney. After returning from Canada, he 
attended the National University of Ireland and obtained a Higher Diploma in 
Education (1965) and a Diploma in Catechetics (1970). In1978, he began 
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taking summer vacations in Italy, with the intention of learning Italian. He 
was a life-long student and had a facility for writing. He also had a facility for 
wry, witty, throw-away remarks and some of his memorable bon mots were 
occasionally quoted by his former colleagues. His final moments were in 
keeping with his life. While attending a lecture at St Mary’s Hall, Killarney, he 
suffered a seizure and died shortly afterwards on 24 November, 1992, aged 80 
years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Cork. He was a 
brother of Thomas Philip Carroll (qv). 

 
Clifford, James Fidelis (1925-2011) 
James Clifford, son of Michael Clifford and 
Catherine Teahan, was born in Sneem, Co. Kerry, 
on 10 June, 1925, and baptised in Sneem Catholic 
church four days later. He attended Sneem National 
school before entering the Presentation Brothers’ 
juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, in August, 
1937. On completion of his secondary schooling, he 
applied for admission to the Presentation Brothers 
and, when his request was granted, he received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Fidelis, at Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 12 August, 1942. His new 
patron saint was St Fidelis Sigmaringen (1577-1622), a Capuchin Franciscan 
friar, who was martyred in Switzerland in 1622. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Fidelis made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1944. He then taught in Presentation 
College, Bray (1944-1945) and Presentation College, Glasthule (1945-1946), 
before entering the National University of Ireland, Cork, where he obtained a 
BSc Honours degree (1950). Subsequently, he obtained an MSc (Reading, 
1975), together with an Advanced Diploma in Education (London) and a 
Diploma in Psychology (London). From 1951 to 1956, he taught science at 
Presentation College, San Fernando, before his transfer to Presentation 
College, Reading, where he taught for the next 24 years. He was superior 
(1959-1965) and Headmaster (1963-1974) at Reading. During his 
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administration, he built a completely new school there and raised the 
academic profile of the college significantly. He was also a member of the 
England Province Leadership Team (1961-1971). He lived in Grove Park, 
London SE 12 (1980-1982), before transferring to Strawberry Hill, 
Twickenham, where, intially, he was superior (1987-1993), and, subsequently, 
brother-in-charge (1993-2005). When Strawberry Hill closed for renovation in 
2005, he transferred to Reading, where he remained until his death on 19 May, 
2011, aged 85 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, 
Henley Road cemetery, Reading, Berkshire. 

Clifford, John Michael (1912-1991) 
John Clifford, son of Michael Clifford and his 
wife, Margaret Moran, was born in Ballyagran, Co. 
Limerick, on 23 May, 1912. He was educated at 
Ballyagran National School, before entering the 
novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, Mount St 
Joseph, Cork, on 30 June, 1928. He received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Michael, on 31 December, 1928. His new 
patron saint was St Michael, Archangel. On 
completion of his novitiate, he made profession of 
vows on 31 December, 1930. Six months later, he sailed from Cobh, Co. 
Cork, to join the Canadian province. In Canada, he qualified as a teacher and 
taught in several Presentation Brothers schools. He was superior and principal 
in La Salle School (1958-1961); superior and principal Daniel O’Connell 
School (1950-1955). He also held the appointment of Master of Novices and 
was Province Leader from 1955 to 1958, as well as being a member of the 
provincial leadership team from 1958 to 1961. In later life, he was involved in 
a serious traffic accident which left him with a stiff knee, a handicap which he 
bore with patience and equanimity. He died in Toronto Area Hospital after a 
brief illness on 18 May, 1991, aged 78 years. He was interred in the 
Presentation Brothers burial plot, St Antoine cemetery, Longueuil, Quebec.   
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Cogan, John Stanislaus (1856-1912) 
John Cogan was born in the family home, Carrigaline, 
Co. Cork, in 1856. While still a postulant or aspirant, he 
was among the Presentation Brothers present at the 
South Chapel in Cork when the Decree of Approval of 
the Congregation was celebrated on New Year's Day, 
1875. He received the religious habit, together with a 
new religious name, Brother Stanislaus, in the 
Presentation monastery, Killarney, on 25 August, 1875. 
His new patron saint was Stanislaus Kostka (1550-1568), a Jesuit novice from 
Poland, famed for his holiness. On completion of his novitiate, Brother 
Stanislaus made his religious profession of vows in Killarney on 24 
September, 1877.  

Brother Stanislaus came to prominence among the Presentation 
Brothers in 1880, when he volunteered to accompany Brother Austin 
Shanahan to England to take over the management of St Vincent’s Industrial 
School, Dartford, which had recently lost its Superintendent (Br Augustine 
Ryan) through illness and the superior of the community (Brother Joseph 
Keogh). At the time, the Presentation Brothers were in danger of losing the 
management of the school because of shortage of experienced teachers. In 
fact, it was rumoured that the Bishop, Most Rev Dr Dannell, had threatened 
to replace the Presentation community, if they failed to transfer more 
experienced Brothers to the school. It was against this background that 
Brothers Austin Shanahan from the South Monastery and Stanislaus Cogan 
from Killarney took over the management of St Vincent’s School, Dartford, a 
development that enabled Stanislaus to develop his gifts as a talented 
educational leader.  

Within two years, the school had regained the high regard of the 
Home Office Inspectors and Austin, satisfied that the future of the school 
was safe in Stanislaus’ hands, returned to the South Monastery, Cork, as 
Superior in June, 1883. Stanislaus replaced him as Superintendent and 
continued in this post until 1892. He is listed as resident in Dartford in both 
the 1881 and the 1901 census of England and Wales. On 20 August, 1904, 
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after 25 years in Dartford, he was appointed Superior and Superintendent of a 
similar institution, Chadwick Memorial School, in Newcastle-on-Tyne. When 
Chadwick school was transferred to Carlile in 1907, Stanislaus continued to be 
a member of staff. He died at Carlile on 12 June, 1912, aged 56 years, and was 
interred in a convent cemetery there. Brother Stanislaus was a delegate to the 
First General Chapter of the Presentation Brothers in Cork in 1889.  

Colbert, Daniel Christopher (1885-1956) 
Daniel Colbert, son of John Colbert and his wife, Kate 
O’Connor, was born in the family home, Lower 
Kilconlea, Abbeyfeale, Co. Limerick, and baptised a 
few days later in the local parish church, on 27 
December, 1885. He attended the local National 
School and entered the Presentation Brothers, Mount 
St Joseph, Cork, on 8 September, 1903. He received 
the religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Christopher, 
on 1 March, 1904. His new patron saint was St Christopher, a third century 
martyr, about whom there are intriguing stories. He was a Canaanite, reputed 
to be seven and a half feet tall, who was converted to Christianity and who 
devoted his life to helping people cross a dangerous river. One day, a little 
child asked to be carried across. With the child on his shoulders, Christopher 
began the crossing, but, with each step, the child seemed to grow heavier and 
heavier and the water to grow more and more agitated. With a mighty effort, 
Christopher reached the far bank and, falling on the ground exhausted, 
exclaimed that the child seemed to equal the weight of the world. ‘That is 
true’, said the child, ‘because you have been carrying the creator of the world 
on your shoulders.’ 

On completion of his novitiate, Christopher made his religious 
profession on 17 March, 1906. He passed the King’s Scholarship and taught 
at St Joseph’s Greenmount (1904-1907); St Joseph’s Orphanage, Orpington 
(1908-1911); and Killarney. He was one of a small number of Presentation 
Brothers who obtained their teaching certificate at Mount St Joseph, during 
the years when it was recognised as a Government-assisted Teacher Training 
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College. In 1911, he volunteered for Canada, where he spent several years. He 
taught at St Patrick’s Academy, Sherbrooke (1911-1912) and St Gabriel’s 
School, Montreal (1912-1915). He was then appointed Assistant Master of 
Novices in Longueuil. In 1919, he was appointed superior and principal of St 
Michael’s School (1919-1922). He was then appointed principal of St Aloysius 
School (1922-1926).  

On his return to Ireland in 1926, he was assigned to teach at the 
Preparatory School, Mount St Joseph. In 1927, he was appointed Director of 
the Juniorate, while it was located at Shanakiel House, Cork, during the years, 
1927-1929. When the Juniorate was transferred to Coláiste Muire, (Tramore 
House), Douglas, Cork, in 1928, Christopher became the first Superior. In 
1934, at the conclusion of two terms of office as Superior, Christopher was 
appointed bursar in Coláiste Muire, and continued in this role until his transfer 
to Mount St Joseph in 1938 as bursar and assistant superior. In 1940, he was 
transferred to St Joseph’s Greenmount, where, from 1940 onwards, he 
supervised the bakery. He celebrated the Golden Jubilee of his profession in 
March 1956, but, some months later, he was taken ill and transferred to the 
Bon Secours Hospital, Cork, where he died on 31 July, 1956, aged 69 years. 
He was buried in the cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, Cork. He was a 
brother of William Andrew Colbert (qv).  

 
Colbert, William Andrew (1871-1950) 
William Colbert, son of John Colbert and his wife, 
Kate O’Connor, was born in the family home in 
Lower Kilconlea, Abbeyfeale, Co. Limerick, and 
baptised in the parish church a few days later on 15 
February, 1871. He attended the local National School 
and, in his early twenties, entered the newly-opened 
novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, Mount St 
Joseph, Cork, on 8 September, 1894. He received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Andrew, on 14 April, 1895. His new patron saint was the apostle, 
Andrew, brother of St Peter. On completion of his novitiate, he made his 
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religious profession on 21 April, 1897. A year earlier, he had made a decision 
to decline the facilities offered to train as a teacher and to work as a ‘lay’ or 
‘co-adjustor’ Presentation Brother. This meant that, instead of teaching, he 
would henceforth be employed in manual and domestic work in the 
community where he lived.  At that time, in several places, the Presentation 
Brothers had small farms attached to their houses and they generally grew 
their own vegetables and fruit, in addition to keeping poultry. Andrew was 
stationed in Cobh (1911), before his transfer to Killarney, where he worked 
happily in the garden. While on vacation in Ballybunnion, during the summer 
holidays, he was accidentally struck by a cyclist on 30 June, 1950. He died 
from his injuries, being then 59 years old. He was buried in the Presentation 
Brothers burial plot, Aghadoe cemetery, overlooking the Lakes of Killarney. 
He was a brother of Daniel Christopher Colbert (qv).  
 
 
Coleman, John Reginald (1885-1949) 
John Coleman, son of Michael Coleman and his wife, 
Ellen Holland, was born in Tiranea, Barryroe, 
Timoleague, Co. Cork, on 2 August, 1885. He was 
educated at Barryroe National School, before entering 
the Presentation Brothers novitiate, Mount St Joseph, 
Cork, on 28 June, 1902. At the end of a period of 
postulancy, he received the religious habit, together 
with a new religious name, Brother Reginald, on 6 
January, 1903. His new patron saint, Blessed Reginald 
of Orleans (1180-1220), was an early companion of St Dominic Guzman, 
founder of the Dominican Order. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Reginald made profession of 
vows at Mount St Joseph on 8 September, 1905. He was then transferred to 
the English province, where he joind the staff of Chadwick Memorial 
Industrial School, Newcastle-on-Tyne. After one year there, he was 
transferred to Dartford, where he is listed as arriving on 1 June, 1906. He 
served with distinction at St Vincent’s School, Dartford, where he was 
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superior (1930-1933; 1948-1949). He also taught at Presentation College, 
Reading. He died suddenly, while serving as superior in Dartford, on 26 
August, 1949, aged 64 years. He was interred at St Vincent’s, Dartford, Kent.  

Collins, Denis Justinian (1922-2017)  
Denis Collins, son of Cornelius Collins and his wife, 
Martha Shanahan, was born in Bantry, Co. Cork, on 13 
January 1922 and baptised in the local Catholic church the 
next day. He entered the Presentation Brothers Juniorate, 
Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, in October 1935. There he 
completed his Intermediate and Leaving Certificates of 
Education. He joined the Presentation Brothers at Mount St Joseph, Cork, 
receiving the religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother 
Justinian, on 12 August 1939. At the end of his novitiate, he made profession 
of vows on 12 August 1941. Three years later, he made his perpetual 
profession.  

He studied at De La Salle Teacher Training College in Waterford, 
where he qualified as a teacher in 1923. Shortly afterwards, he was diagnosed 
with tuberculosis, following which he spent the next year in a sanatorium in 
Mallow, where he had part one lung removed. However, he made a good 
recovery and enjoyed reasonably good health for the remainder of his life. He 
taught in Bray and Greenmount, where he was principal for several years. He 
retired as Principal of Scoil Mhuire na nGrás, Cork, in 1987. 

In 1963, he was appointed Master of Novices, a post he held for six 
years. He was also superior at Mount St Joseph for four years (1964-1968). In 
1969, he was elected assistant to the superior general, an appointment which 
he held for the next twelve years. He spent his retirement years initially in 
Mardyke House and subsequently at Maiville, Cork. When his care needs 
increased, he moved to Padre Pio Nursing Home, Churchtown, Mallow, 
where he died on 6 April 2018. He was interred in the Presentation Brother’s 
cemetery, Mount St Joseph, Cork.   
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Collins, Michael Canice (1914-1957) 
Michael Collins, son of Michael Collins and his 
wife, Catherine O’Connor, was born in Moyvane, 
Co. Kerry, on 13 May, 1914, and baptised at 
Moyvane Catholic church the following day. He 
attended Moyvane National school before entering 
the Presentation Brothers juniorate, Coláiste Muire, 
Douglas, Cork, where he completed his secondary 
schooling. When his application to join the 
Presentation Brothers was approved, he received 
the religious habit, together with a new religious 
name, Brother Canice, at Mount St Joseph, on 20 February, 1932. His new 
patron saint, St Canice (515-600), was an Irish monk, who engaged in 
missionary work in Ireland and Scotland.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Canice made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 24 February, 1934. He then taught at Presentation 
College, Cobh, for three years, before entering the National University of 
Ireland, Cork, where he obtained a BSc Honours degree in 1940. The 
following year, he obtained a Higher Diploma in Education. He was stationed 
at Mardyke House for the year, 1940-1941, as he taught at Presentation 
College, Cork. In September, 1941, he was transferred to Presentation 
College, Reading, where he taught until 1947. In 1946, he volunteered for the 
West Indian Mission, and, in 1947, he led a small group of Presentation 
Brothers, who assumed responsibility for St Mary’s College, Castries, St Lucia. 
One of his early students, who subsequently became a teacher at the college, 
was Derek Walcott, winner of the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1992. In 1948, 
tragedy struck Vigies, when a disastrous fire destroyed much of the city. 
Brother Canice assumed a leading role in organising emergency services and 
for this was awarded the MBE in the New Years’ Honours List, 1949. In 
1952, he secured a long-term lease of part of the Vigie peninsula, outside 
Castries, from the British War Office. This site contained the barracks and 
officers’ homes of the former West India Regiment. Canice moved St Mary’s 
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College there in 1952. The former Commanding Officer’s residence became 
the new home of the Presentation Brothers.  

At the end of his term of office as superior in St Lucia, Brother 
Canice was transferred to Presentation College, San Fernando, Trinidad, in 
1956, and appointed superior. The following year, he began to experience 
severe headaches. An aneurism was suspected. He travelled to the USA, 
where surgery was performed at St Elizabeth’s Hospital, Beaumont, Texas, 
where his sister, a nun, was on the nursing staff. Though the surgery was 
successful, he died from a massive heart attack during recovery on 20 March, 
1957, aged 42 years. He was buried in the cemetery of the Sisters of the 
Incarnate Word, Beaumont, Texas, USA.  

 

Collins, Patrick Jude (1948-2000) 
Patrick Collins was born in Annaheim, CA, USA, on 28 
September, 1948. He was educated at Savannah High 
School, Annaheim, and completed two years of College, 
before spending four years with the US Marines, 
incuding time in Vietnam. In the course of his national 
service, he received several decorations, including the 
Navy Achievement Medal, the Combat Action Ribbon 
and the God Conduct Medal. After discharge, he 
entered  the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers at 
Longueuil, Quebec, Canada, on 1 July, 1973. He received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Jude, on 12 August, 1973. His 
new patron saint was the apostle, St Jude, also known as Thaddeus, was a 
brother of St James the Less and also a ‘brother’ of Jesus. 

At the end of his one-year novitiate, Brother Jude made profession of 
vows in May, 1974. He attended Cypress College, Missouri Valley, and 
obtained a BA degree in Business Education. He taught at Marshall, Mo, USA 
(1974-1984; 1985-1988), where he also acted as school principal (1981-1983; 
1984-1988). He also taught at Mesa, Az., (1983-1984) and at Brebeuf College, 
Toronto (1988-1989). In 1989, he was transferred to Kissimmee, FL, where 
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he was superior (1989-1995). His health gradually declined, though he bore 
his illness with equanimity and cheerfulness. He died in Kissimmee, Fl., on 10 
October, 2000, aged 52 years. He was interred with his parents in Holy 
Sepulchre Cemetery, Annnaheim, CA. He was a member of Our Lady of the 
Americas  Province Leadership Team (1990-1996). 

Collins, Richard Kevin (1863-1931) 
Richard Collins was born in Ballagh, Abbeyfeale, Co. Limerick, on 1 July, 
1863, and baptised in Abbeyfeale Catholic church two days later. He attended 
the local National School, before entering the novitiate of the Presentation 
Brothers at Killarney, Co. Kerry, in 1887. When receiving the religious habit, 
he also received a new religious name, Brother Kevin, in 1890. His new 
patron saint, St Kevin (d.618 AD), was the founder and first Abbot of the 
monastery of Glendalough, Co. Wexford. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Kevin made profession of vows 
at Killarney on 2 August, 1892. He qualified as a teacher under the regulations 
of the Irish National Board of Education and taught at Cobh and Birr, where 
he was superior (1922-1923). He was highly regarded by his colleagues and 
chosen to represent them at the General Chapters of 1905 and 1915. He spent 
his later years in Killarney, where he died, after a brief illness, on 11 August, 
1931, aged 68 years. He was interred in the cemetery at the old monastery, 
Killarney, his remains being subsequently translated to the Presentation 
Brothers’ burial plot, Aghadoe cemetery, overlooking the Lakes of Killarney.  

Collins, Thomas Edwin (1874-1938) 
Thomas Collins, son of Thomas Collins and his wife, 
Mary O’Sullivan, was born in Abbeyfeale, Co. Limerick, 
on 19 April, 1874, and baptised in Abbeyfeale Catholic 
church two days later. He entered the Presentation 
Brothers novitiate at the South Monastery, Cork, on 8 
June, 1891. At the end of a period of postulancy, he 
received the religious habit, together with a new religious 
name, Brother Edwin, on 7 April, 1892. His new patron 
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saint, St Edwin (586-633 AD), was King of Northumbria and, after being 
killed in battle at Hatfield Chase, was venerated as a Christian saint.   

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Edwin made profession of vows 
at the South Monastery on 23 April, 1894. He qualified as a teacher under the 
rules of the Board of National education and taught in Kinsale, Queenstown 
(now Cobh), Killarney, where he was superior (1905-1907) and Boyle, where 
he was superior (1910-1916). In 1914, he joined the fledging Canadian 
province, securing a Teacher’s Diploma from the Quebec Schools Authority 
in August, 1916. He taught initially at Chaveau School, before his 
appointment to St Patrick’s Academy, Sherbrooke, where he spent 22 years. 
He also taught at Canon O’Meara School in St Gabriel’s parish and at Daniel 
O’Connell High School. He died at Ross Memorial Hospital, Montreal, on 29 
May, 1938, aged 63 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial 
plot, St Antoine cemetery, Longueuil, Quebec.   

Comyns, Colm Matthias (1938-2019) 
Colm Comyns, son of Michael Comyns and his wife, 
Nora Keating, was born in Tarmon, Kilkee, Co. Clare, 
on 8 September 1938 and baptised in the local Catholic 
church two days later. He entered the Presentation 
Brothers Juniorate Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, in 
August 1953. On completion of his Leaving Certificate, 
he entered the Presentation Brothers at Mount St Joseph, 
Cork, receiving the religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brothers Matthias, on 12 August 1957. On completion of his novitiate, he 
made profession of first vows on 12 August 1959. Three years later, he 
made perpetual vows on 12 August 1962. 

He studied at the National University of Ireland, Cork, graduating 
with a BA degree in 1964. That autumn, he volunteered to go the 
Presentation Brothers mission in the West Indies. On his arrival, he was 
assigned to Presentation College, Grenada, where he was to spend the 
greater part of his life, teaching geography. In 1973, he took a sabbatical, 
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returning to Ireland where he completed a Higher Diploma in Education. 
He returned to the West Indies in 1974 and taught at Presentation College, 
San Fernando, Trinidad, for one year before returning to Grenada. For 
many years, he was Scout Master of the Presentation College Grenada 
Troop. Among his grateful past students was Keith Mitchell, an all-island 
cricketer, before becoming Prime Minister of Grenada (1995-2008; 2013-
2022). He had a special gift for relating to poor people and was a source of 
help for not a few of them.  

During his school and college days, he was a keen and effective 
exponent of the art of Gaelic football. In his later years, he took up golf and 
had the distinction of achieving a hole in one on three different occasion in 
a particularly tricky section of his local golf course. He was honoured 
during the Cricket World Cup in Grenada by being invited to present the 
ball to the captain of the visiting Australian Cricket team.  

In 2018, his health began to fail and he returned to Ireland for 
medical treatment. He was a member of the Maiville Community, Cork, for 
a short time before entering the Bon Secours Hospital, Cork, where he died 
on 16 January 2019. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers cemetery, 
Mount St Joseph, Cork.  

Conlon, Christopher Angelo (1911-1967) 
Christopher Conlon, son of Bernard Conlon and 
his wife, Mary Foley, was born in Cloneen, 
Geevagh, Co. Sligo, on 28 December, 1911. He 
attended Geevagh National School, after which he 
entered the Presentation Brothers novitiate at 
Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 30 June, 1928. He 
received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Angelo, on 31 December, 
1928. His new patron saint, St Angelo, was a Jew 
who was converted to Christianity and who became 
one of the early members of the Carmelite Order. He suffered martyrdom in 
Sicily.  
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On completion of his novitiate, Brother Angelo made profession of 
vows at Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 31 December, 1930. He then attended the 
National University of Ireland, Cork, where he obtained a BA in languages 
and a Higher Diploma in Education. He was then assigned to teach at 
Presentation College, Reading. On returning to Ireland, he was assigned to 
teach at the Juniorate, Coláiste Muire, where he remained until his transfer to 
Presentation College, Glasthule, where he was superior and principal (1949-
1952). While in Glasthule, he built an extension to the classroom block. He 
was transferred to Presentation College, Bray, in 1952 as superior and 
principal (1952-1957). Here, also, he erected a new classroom block. At the 
General Chapter of 1957, he was elected a member of the Central Leadership 
team and he transferred to Cork, where he was subsequently appointed 
principal at Presentation College. In 1963, he began teaching at Coláiste Muire, 
Douglas, which had by then reopened as a secondary school, without 
boarding facilities. Subsequently, he was appointed superior and principal in 
Douglas. In January, 1967, he was admitted to Bon Secours Hospital, Cork, 
with a suspected heart attack. He failed to respond to treatment and died 
there after a few days on 27 January, 1967, aged 55 years. He was interred in 
the cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, Cork. He was a brother of Brother 
Patrick Fintan Conlon (qv). 

Conlon, Patrick Fintan (1906-1985) 
Patrick Conlon, son of Bernard Conlon and his 
wife, Mary Ellen Foley, was born at Cabragh, 
Geevagh, Co Sligo, on 23 November, 1906, and 
baptised in the local parish church two days later. 
He was one of a family of four brothers, two of 
whom gave outstanding service to the 
Congregation of the Presentation Brothers. His 
brother Christopher, Brother Angelo (qv), who was 
his junior, predeceased him by almost twenty years. 
Patrick entered the Presentation Brothers 
Preparatory School, Mount St. Joseph, Cork, on 15 
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September, 1924. He received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Fintan, on St Patrick’s Day, 1925. His new patron 
saint, St Fintan (470-549 AD) was founder and abbot of the famous 
monastery of Clonard, Co. Meath. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Fintan made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 18 April, 1927. He then began his teaching career at 
Presentation College Junior School (1927-1930). He made his final profession 
in 1930 and, afterwards, he went to reside at the South Monastery on Douglas 
Street and was assigned to teach at St. Joseph's School on the Mardyke. In the 
early forties, he was transferred to Glasthule where he taught for the greatest 
part of a decade, after which time he was recalled to Mount St. Joseph as 
Assistant Master of Novices.   

His stay at Mount St Joseph was to be of brief duration, because, 
soon afterwards, he was asked to volunteer for the Canadian Province, where 
he spent the following thirty years of his life. He was already forty two years 
of age when he arrived in Canada in January, 1948, to teach at St Gabriel’s 
School, Montreal. The following summer, he was transferred to St. 
Willibrord's High School, Verdun. In 1958, he was assigned to St. Michael's 
where conditions were very much to his liking and where he remained until 
his appointment as Master of Novices in Longueuil a few years later. He 
afterwards spent three years as Superior of the Novitiate and, when his term 
of office had expired, he returned to St. Michael's, where he was the last 
superior before the house closed in 1968.  

He was then transferred to Daniel O'Connell School where he held 
the office of Superior (1968-1972), until he reached the statutory age for 
retirement, but, reluctant to quit the classroom, he offered his services for the 
newly-opened mission school at Prince George, British Columbia. There he 
spent a further five years (1972-1977), most of them as Superior. He then 
returned to Ireland, but, after about a year, he returned to the Canadian 
Province and was posted to Marshall, Missouri, where he gladly undertook 
lighter duties suitable to his age. His health, however, had begun to fail and he 
returned to Montreal, though the change did not lead to significant 
improvement. Later, he was again transferred to Prince George and, following 
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different medical advice, he seemed to get a new lease of life. The initial 
improvement was not, however, sustained, and, despite chemotherapy in the 
autumn of 1984, his health continued to deteriorate. 

He had hoped to return to Ireland before the end came and he 
eventually did so. He was hospitably received by the Superior and the 
Brothers at Glasthule. For one brief week, he was able to return to Sligo to 
visit his family. But he returned exhausted to Glasthule and died there 
peacefully a few days later on 12th August 1985, aged 79 years. He was 
interred in the Presentation Brothers burial plot at Dean’s Grange cemetery, 
Blackrock, Co. Dublin. He was a brother of Christopher Angelo Conlon. 
(Cormac Carroll) 

Connolly, Eugene Ignatius (1859-1944) 
Edward Connolly, son of Eugene Joseph Connolly 
and his wife, Rosanna Walsh, was born in ‘Thornhill’, 
Boreenamanna Road, Blackrock, Cork, on 3 March, 
1859. His parents died while he was young and he 
was placed for a time in Greenmount Orphanage, 
Cork. He entered the novitiate of the Presentation 
Brothers, South Monastery, Cork, on 24 December, 
1874. On completion of his postulancy, he received 
the religious habit, together with a new name, 
Brother Ignatius, on 3 March, 1877. His new patron saint, Ignatius of Loyola 
(1491-1556), was a former soldier who became founder of the Jesuit 
Congregation. On completion of his novitiate, Brother Ignatius made 
profession of vows on 15 April, 1879. 

He began his illustrious teaching career in the infant class in the 
Lancastrian School, Cork, where he displayed talents for organisation and 
fostering the learning abilities of pupils. Soon, however, he was appointed to 
teach the higher classes where he was particularly successful in tutoring 
students for scholarships and awards. In the middle 1880s, he was appointed 
principal of the Lancastrian School and, in 1888, he was appointed to teach in 
Presentation College, recently relocated to a new building on the Western 
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Road, Cork. In 1892, he was appointed principal of ‘Pres’ and he continued in 
this post until 1931. Even after this date, however, he continued to attend 
school every day and to teach some classes up to shortly before his death. In 
1880, the Royal University replaced the Colleges of the Queen’s Colleges and 
began to award degrees. In the faculty of Arts, it examined students and 
awarded degrees, but, following objections from the Catholic Hierarchy, it did 
not provide tuition.  Brother Connolly stepped in to meet this need in Cork, 
and, together with his staff, provided tuition for Bachelor and Master’s 
degrees. Up to 1907, when the National University replaced the Royal 
University, ‘Pres’ students obtained the following degrees/ examinations: MA, 
5; BA, 28; Second Arts, 100; First Arts, 210; LLB: 1.  

He was the recipient of an Honorary LLD degree from the National 
University of Ireland, Cork in 1928, and he was also a member of the 
Governing Council of the same university. From 1889 to 1925, he was a 
member of the Congregation Leadership Team of his own congregation. At 
‘Pres’, he was known as ‘The Man’, and several noteworthy past students, 
including Sean O’Faolain, have written affectionately about him. Before 
Christmas, 1943, he began to suffer swelling of the feet. Eventually, he had to 
take to his bed at Mount St Joseph, where he died on 21 August, 1944, aged 
85 years. He was buried in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney, Street, 
Cork. A man of great natural ability and greater modesty, many considered 
him one of the most outstanding members of the Presentation Brothers. 
(Feheney, 1999, 73-81) 

 
Connolly, Joseph Loyola (1926-2001) 
Richard Joseph Connolly, son of Richard Connolly and 
his wife, Mary Walsh, was born in Murtalstown, 
Kilfinane, Co. Limerick, on 19 April, 1926. He was 
educated at Kilfinane National School, before entering 
the Presentation Brothers Juniorate, Coláiste Muire, 
Douglas, in 1939. On completion of his secondary 
schooling, he entered the novitiate of the Presentation 
Brothers, Mount St Joseph, on 8 September, 1940. He 
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then had a bad attack of pleurisy, which necessitated the postponement of his 
reception for a year. On recovering his health, he received the religious habit, 
together with a new name, Brother Loyola, on 29 June, 1946. His new patron 
saint was St Ignatius of Loyola (1491-1556), a soldier who became the 
founder of the Jesuit Congregation.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Loyola made profession of 
vows on 12 August, 1948. He taught for a year in Greenmount before 
entering De La Salle Teacher Training College, where he graduated as a 
National teacher in 1952. After graduation he was assigned to teach at the 
Presentation College, Glasthule (1952-1953), after which he taught in St 
Patrick’s, Greenmount (1953-1956). His other assignments included teaching 
in Birr (1956-1958; 1984-1986); Letterkenny (1958-1961; 1974-1983); Carrick-
on-Shannon (1971-1978); Bray (1968-1974; 1983-1984; 1986-1988); and 
Killarney (1988-1992). He was the last superior in Letterkenny (1978-1983), 
which closed in 1983. He spent his final years in Maiville, Turner’s Cross, 
Cork. Some months before his death, he needed nursing care and took up 
residence at Castlemahon Nursing Home, Blackrock, Cork. From there he 
was removed to Bon Secours hospital, where he died on 13 January, 2001, 
aged 75 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Cork.  

 
Corcoran, John Emilian (1870-1915) 
John Corcoran, son of Michael Corcoran, was born in 
Kilgarvan, Co. Kerry, on 14 February, 1870. He 
attended Kilgarvan National School, before entering 
the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, probably in 
Birr, Co. Offaly, on 4 December, 1886. He received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Emilian, on 1 April, 1888. His new patron 
saint, Jerome Emiliani (1481-1537), was a soldier in 
Venice, who abandoned a military career and devoted his life to the care of 
orphan and abandoned children.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Emilian made profession of 
vows on 6 April, 1890. He qualified as a National teacher under the 
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regulations of the National Board of Education and taught in some of the 
Cork schools of the Presentation Brothers. He taught in Birr (1901) and was 
superior at St Patrick’s Orphanage, Greenmount (1910-1913). He died at 
Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 13 March, 1915, aged 45 years, and was interred in 
the cemetery in the grounds. 

Cosgrove, Francis Celestine (1898-1985) 
Francis Cosgrove, son of Michael Cosgrove and his 
wife, Margaret McTernan, was born in Killenumery, 
Dromaheir, Co. Leitrim, and baptised in Dromaheir 
Catholic church on 11 April, 1898. He was educated 
at the local National school, before entering the 
Presentation Brothers Preparatory School, Mount St 
Joseph, Cork, on 14 December, 1914. On 
completion of a period of postulancy, he received 
the religious habit, together with a new religious 
name, Brother Celestine, on 2 August, 1915. His 
new patron saint was St Pope Celestine I (d.432), who sent St Patrick to 
Ireland.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Celestine made profession of 
vows at Mount St Joseph on 11 November, 1918. He entered De La Salle 
Teacher Training College, Waterford, where he qualified as a National 
teacher. He taught in Cobh and Kinsale, before his transfer to Killarney in 
1937. In Killarney, he was superior (1940-1946) and principal (1943-1949). In 
1949, he was transferred to the South Monastery where he was also superior 
(1949-1951) and principal (1949-1951). In 1951, he was appointed superior 
and principal (1951-1955) at St Patrick’s Greenmount. On his retirement in 
1965, he was transferred to Letterkenny, and, after short periods in Birr and 
Bray, he was assigned to Enniskillen, where he remained for the rest of his 
life. He celebrated his Golden Jubilee of profession in Enniskillen on 11 
November, 1968. He had a large number of friends and was prominent in 
golfing circles. He had a set-back in 1981, when he spent about three months 
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in hospital. He died in Enniskillen on 4 November, 1985, aged 87 years. He 
was interred in Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh.   

 
Costello, Denis Brendan (1838-1903) 
Denis Costello was born in Lixnaw in 1838. He was 
educated at Lixnaw National School, before entering the 
Presentation Brothers at Killarney in 1860. When 
receiving the religious habit, he also received a new 
religious name, Brother Brendan. His new patron saint 
was the famous St Brendan the Navigator (484-577 
AD), born in Kerry, but associated with both Ardfert in 
Co. Kerry and Clonfert in Co. Galway. At the end of his 
novitiate, Brother Brendan made profession of vows in Killarney.  

He taught for over 30 years in Killarney. He was superior for several 
terms in Milltown (1863-1865; 1868-1871; 1885-1891; 1894-1897) and in 
Killarney (1871-1881). On his transfer to Cork, he was superior in the South 
Monastery (1892-1894) and at St Patrick’s Greenmount (1897-1899). In 1899, 
he was elected to the Congregational Leadership team as assistant to the 
Congregational Leader, Brother Patrick Shine. He took up residence at Mount 
St Joseph, Cork, where he died on 15 December, 1903, aged 65 years. He was 
interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Cork. He kept a diary for part of 
his life, the entries being mostly in code. This volume is in the archives at 
Mount St Joseph, Cork. 

Cotter, William Aidan (1884-1959) 
William Cotter, son of William Cotter and his wife, 
Hanora Connor, was born in Knockbrack, 
Knocknagoshel, Co. Kerry, on 2 August, 1884. He was 
educated at Knocknagoshel National School and entered 
the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers at Mount St 
Joseph, Cork, on 8 September, 1905, aged 21. He 
received the religious habit, together with a new religious 
name, Brother Aidan, on 10 March, 1906. His new 
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patron saint, Aidan (d.651), was the founder and first bishop of the monastic 
settlement of Lindisfarne, off the East coast of England. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Aidan made profession of 
vows on 17 March, 1908. He taught for some years in Kinsale (1911), before 
obtaining a BA degree in languages from the National University of Ireland. 
He taught for several years at Presentation College, Bray, where he began in 
1922. In 1930, he was transferred to Cobh, where he was appointed superior 
and principal of the secondary school (1930-1937).  After a brief spell (1940-
1941) on the formation team at the novitiate, Mount St Joseph, he was 
appointed superior and principal (secondary) at Presentation College, Bray 
(1937-1940). He then returned to Cobh, where he was again superior (1941-
1944) and principal of the secondary school (1941-1949). He spent the early 
years after his retirement in Cobh, before his transfer to St Teresa’s College, 
Passage West, Co. Cork. He died at the Mercy Hospital, Cork, on 19 June, 
1959, aged 74 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, 
Cork.  

He was a dedicated and skilled bridge player and, in his younger days, 
was a keen golfer. When he was principal in the secondary school in Cobh, 
Liam Nolan recalls that Aidan always autographed the marked assignments of 
his students with his initials, WAC (William Aidan Cotter), but, since he failed 
to explain the significance of these initials to his students, they nicknamed him 
‘WAC’! 

Coughlan, John Pacificus (1863-1931)  
John Caughlan, son of Denis Caughlan and his wife, Julia Murray, was born in 
Curahoo, Ballinspittle, Co. Cork, in 1863. He was 
educated at Ballinspittle National School, before 
entering the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, 
Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 13 January, 1894. He 
received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Pacificus, on 16 August, 1894. 
His new patron saint, Pacificus of San Severino (1653-
1721) was a contemplative monk, who was deaf, lame 
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and blind, but who had visions and revelations. On completion of his 
novitiate, Brother Pacificus made profession of vows on 17 August, 1896.  

He taught in St Joseph’s, Greenmount, Cork, before joining the 
English province where he served at St Vincent’s School, Dartford (1907), 
Good Shepherd Industrial School, Shibden, Halifax (1922), and St Joseph’s 
Orphanage, Orpington. He died at St Vincent’s Orphanage, Orpington, on 15 
August, 1931, aged 68 years. He was interred in the cemetery within the 
campus. 

Crean, Bartholomew Leander (1913-1981) 
Bartholomew Crean, son of Daniel Crean and his 
wife, Ellen Murphy, was born in Inchereaugh, 
Dunmanway, Co. Cork, on 8 April, 1913. He was 
educated in the local National School, before 
entering the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers 
at Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 14 August, 1929. He 
received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Leander, on 21 February, 
1930. His new patron saint, Leander of Seville (534-
600), was a saintly bishop, who was a brother of the 
great scholar, St Isidore of Seville. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Leander made profession of 
vows on 14 May, 1932. After some initial teaching in Cork city, he attended 
De La Salle Teacher Training College, Waterford, where he qualified as a 
teacher. He served in the Canadian province from 1944, where he taught in St 
Michael’s School, Montreal; His health deteriorated after some years and he 
was transferred to England, being stationed, successively, in Dartford, 
Strawberry Hill, Twickenham and Presentation College, Reading, where he 
served as bursar. In the later 1970s, he began to complain of severe headaches 
and a brain tumour was diagnosed. He failed to respond to treatment, and he 
died in the Royal Berkshire Hospital, Reading, on 20 June, 1981, aged 68 
years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers burial plot, Henley Road 
cemetery, Reading, Berkshire.  
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Cronin, Fergus Augustine (1903-1950) 
Fergus Cronin, son of James Cronin and his wife, 
Mary Downey, was born in Dublin, Ontario, Canada, 
on 28 December, 1903, and baptised in his local 
Catholic church four weeks later on 31 January, 1904. 
He entered the Presentation Brothers’ novitiate, 
Longueuil, Quebec, on 4 February, 1919. On 
completion of a period of postulancy, he received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Augustine, on 11 October, 1919. His new 
patron saint was the great St Augustine (354-430), scholar and ‘Father of the 
Church’, who was bishop of Hippo in North Africa, located near the present 
city of Annaba, Algeria. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Augustine made profession of 
vows at Longueuil on 26 November, 1921. He qualified as a teacher under the 
regulations of the Montreal Catholic Schools Commission and was an able 
administrator, being principal of St Aloysius, Daniel O’Connell High School 
and Catholic High School, Montreal. He was Provincial Superior in Canada 
for six years (1944-1950). One of his most significant contributions to the 
Presentation Brothers was his success in obtaining recognition from the 
Montreal Catholic School Commission for the Presentation Brothers 
novitiate, Longueuil, as a Normal (Teacher Training) School. In recognition 
of his contribution to Catholic education in Montreal, the Council of Public 
Instruction, Montreal, conferred on him a Diploma of Merit, First Class, in 
1949. He died suddenly on 23 November, 1950, aged 47 years. He was 
interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, St Antoine cemetery, 
Longueuil, Quebec.  

 
Cronin, Timothy Raphael (1878-1948) 
Timothy Cronin, son of Charles Cronin and his wife, Catherine Dowling, was 
born in Ardydonegan, Duagh, Co. Kerry, on 31 December, 1878. He entered 
the Presentation Brothers novitiate, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 26 August, 
1896. He received the religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
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Brother Raphael, on 22 February, 1897. His new patron 
saint, was Raphael, archangel, who features in the 
Biblical Book of Tobit. 

On the completion of his novitiate, Brother 
Raphael made profession of vows on 14 October, 1899. 
He qualified as a National teacher under the rules of the 
National Board of Education. He taught at Kinsale 
(1911, 1920s), Cobh (1030s), Dungannon (1940s) and 
Wymondley. He also spent a short time at St Teresa’s College, Passage West. 
Following a bout of serious illness, he died in Dublin on 1 December, 1948, 
aged 70 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers burial plot, Dean’s 
Grange cemetery, Blackrock, Co. Dublin.  

Crowley, Patrick Mel (1911-1995) 
Patrick Crowley, son of Patrick Crowley and his wife, 
Elizabeth Keen, was born in Lower Catholic Walk, 
Kinsale, Co. Cork, on 4 October, 1911. He was 
educated at Kinsale National School before entering 
the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers at Mount St 
Joseph, Cork, on 1 July, 1927. He received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Mel, on 28 March, 1928. His new patron saint, 
Mel, was an early companion of St Patrick, and is the 
patron saint of the diocese of Ardagh and Clonmacnoise.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Mel made profession of vows on 
29 March, 1930. He was transferred to the Canadian province in 1930 and 
spent the next 60 years there. He qualified as a teacher and taught in several 
Presentation schools . He was superior at St Michael’s and principal of Luke 
Callaghan School (1953-1955). He also served in the Presentation Brothers’ 
schools in Prince George and Dawson Creek. He returned to Ireland in 1963, 
but, by then, his health had begun to deteriorate and he entered Mount Desert 
Nursing Home, Cork, where he died on 21 April, 1995, aged 83 years. He was 
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interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Cork. He was a nephew of Peter 
Albertus Reen (qv). 

Culhane, Patrick Louis (1855-1924)  
Patrick Culhane was born in Charleville, Co. Cork, on 
14 March, 1855. He was educated at Charleville CBS 
School. He is believed to have studied veterinary 
medicine and to have practised as a veterinary 
surgeon in Kilmallock before he entered the 
Presentation Brothers novitiate, aged 28, at the South 
Monastery, Douglas Street, Cork, on 27 October, 
1883. He received the religious habit, together with a 
new religious name, Brother Louis, on 4 May, 1884. 
His new patron saint was Saint King Louis IX of 
France (1214-1270). 

On the successful completion of his novitiate, Brother Louis made 
profession of vows on 31 July, 1886. He taught for some time at St Joseph’s 
Greenmount, Cork, where he was superior (1892-1893). He was then 
transferred to England, where he became the first superior of St Vincent’s 
Orphanage, Orpington (1893-1895). His next appointment was superior and 
headmaster in Dartford, where he was stationed for several years (1895-1907; 
1916-1919).  In 1907, he returned to St Joseph’s, Greenmount, as superior 
(1907-1910). He also held the post of Master of Novices at Mount St Joseph 
(1921-1923). The Congregation Annals note that he was a man of ‘austere 
piety, deep humility, great self-sacrifice, a very marked degree of firmness of 
character, vitality of decision and inflexibility of will’. It was also noted that he 
was ‘more of a St Columbanus than a St Francis de Sales’, the former 
renowned for his harsh penitential rule and the latter for his mild and gentle 
piety. 

He died at the Bon Secours hospital, Cork, after a lingering and 
painful illness, on 5 August, 1924, aged 69 years. He was interred in the 
cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Cork.  
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Curtin, Aeneas Peter (1861-1936) 
Aeneas Curtin was born at Stagmount, 
Rockchapel, Co Cork, on 24 February 1861. He 
came from a ‘strong’ farming background. He 
attended Rockchapel National School before 
entering the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, 
South Monastery, Douglas Street, Cork, on 17 
May, 1880. He received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Peter, 
on New Year’s Day, 1881.  His new patron saint 
was the apostle Peter, 1st Pope. On completion of his novitiate, Brother Peter 
made his profession of vows on New Year’s Day, 1883. He was one of twenty 
two Brothers who gathered at the South Monastery from March 12 to 17, 
1885, for the first Assembly of Brothers, representing the whole Institute. Br 
Austin Shanahan presided and a petition to the Holy See was formulated 
requesting a revision of the Constitutions to allow for amalgamation of 
different houses under a Superior General. Their request was granted in 1889 
and Peter was a delegate at the first General Chapter, held in July that year, at 
which the Institute became a Pontifical Congregation and Br Patrick Shine 
was elected Superior General. 

Brother Peter had both intellectual ability and administrative talent. 
He was an able student, largely self-taught, and he acquired a good command 
of Latin, French, German and Italian. In August, 1880, Br Patrick Shine 
opened the first second level day school in Cork at 13 South Mall. The first 
year, the enrolment amounted to fourteen students, drawn from the three 
Presentation Primary schools: Lancasterian, South Monastery and 
Greenmount. From the start, the examination results of the students were 
very satisfactory. In the second year, enrolment increased to over one 
hundred boys and, after two years, the school moved to more spacious 
premises at 52 Grand Parade, Cork, where it remained for a further five years. 
Br Peter taught at the school, when it was located on the South Mall and the 
Grand Parade. When, in 1892, the school developed into Presentation College 
on the Mardyke, he taught there for many years and his brilliant and effective 
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teaching, especially in modern languages, helped ‘Pres’ secure a place among 
the more highly-regarded colleges in Munster, if not in Ireland. During the 
years, 1889-1892, he was also superior and Superintendent of St Joseph’s, 
Greenmount. In 1905, Br Patrick Shine died in office and Br Aloysius Rahilly 
was elected to succeed him as Superior General, with Br Peter as one of his 
assistants. In 1913, Peter played a prominent part in opening the Presentation 
Brothers' new foundation in Cornwall, Ontario, and, later that year, he 
embarked on a fundraising campaign, aided by Br. de Lellis Murray, in various 
parishes in Montreal. In the summer of 1914, Peter purchased, for $19,000 
dollars, a substantial building at 100 Princess Royal Avenue, near St. 
Anthony's Church, in Longueuil. Under his direction, and with the help of 
friends of the Brothers, the building was furnished and served for many years 
as the Canadian novitiate of the Presentation Brothers. 

In 1916, he handled the negotiations for the opening of St Boniface’s 
College, Plymouth, and played a similar role in the launch of Presentation 
College, Bray, in 1921. In June 1923, Br. Peter and Br Bruno O'Donoghue, 
went to Rome to expedite the approval of the amended Constitutions, as 
drawn up by the General Chapter of 1915. They also sought approval to raise 
Canada to the status of a Province and this was granted in 1922.  

In 1925, Brother Peter was elected Superior General in succession to 
Brother Aloysius Rahilly, who had held this office since 1905. As Superior 
General, his administration was specially noted for its wise and prudent 
measures. One of the decisions at the 1925 General Chapter was to reduce 
the term of office of the Superior General from ten to six years. Brother 
Peter’s administration, consequently, ended in 1931 and he was succeeded as 
superior General by Brother Angelus Keane. Br Peter died at the Mercy 
Home, Cork, after a short illness, on 3 December, 1936, aged 75 years. He 
was interred in the cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, Cork. 
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Curtin, Cornelius Dunstan (1891-1968) 
Cornelius Curtin, son of John Curtin and his wife, 
Mary Horgan, was born in Mount Eagle, Brosna, 
Co. Kerry, on 2 July, 1891, and baptised in Brosna 
Catholic church two days later. He attended Brosna 
National School, where his father was principal, 
before entering the Presentation Brothers 
Preparatory School, Mount St Joseph, Cork, in 
19019. He received the religious habit, together with 
a new religious name, Brother Dunstan, on 30 April, 
1910. His new patron saint, St Dunstan (909-988) was Abbot of Glastonbury, 
before being consecrated Archbishop of Canterbury.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Dunstan made profession of 
vows at Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1912. He passed the King’s 
Scholarship examination, thereby qualifying for entry to Teacher Training 
College, in Ireland or the United Kingdom. He then joined the English 
province and was on the staff of Good Shepherd Industrial School, Shibden, 
Halifax, Yorkshire, in 1913. After four years, he was transferred back to 
Ireland, and appointed to teach in Cobh (1917-1918), before returning to 
England to enter St Mary’s Teacher Training College, then at Hammersmith. 
After qualifying as a teacher, he was appointed to teach at St Boniface’s 
College, Plymouth, after which he was assigned to St Vincent’s Orphanage, 
Orpington (1925-1930). He was then transferred to St Vincent’s School, 
Dartford, where he remained for several years, being superior (1930-1939) 
and Headmaster (1930-1941).  

In 1941, he was appointed Provincial in England (1941-1946), before 
his appointment as leader and provincial of the newly-launched West Indian 
Mission. After nine years (1946-1955) in charge of this mission, he returned to 
England and was appointed superior of the Dartford community. The 
following year, he was coopted as a member of the Central Leadership Team 
(1956-1957), after which he returned to Dartford, where he became an active 
member of the local Irish Club. He died in Dartford on 23 January, 1968, 
aged 76 years. He was interred in the cemetery at St Vincent’s, Dartford, 
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Kent. During his nine years in the Caribbean, he kept a journal, which has 
proved to be a significant primary source for the history of the Presentation 
Brothers’ mission in the Caribbean.   

Curtin, Jeremiah Cletus (1894-1967) 
Jeremiah Curtin, son of Henry Curtin and his wife, Mary 
Duggan, was born in Ballymactierce, Kanturk, Co. Cork, 
and baptised in his local parish church on 6 July, 1894. He 
was educated at the local National school, before entering 
the Presentation Brothers Preparatory School, Mount St 
Joseph, Cork, on 2 February, 1909. He received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Cetus, on 12 September, 1909. His new patron 
saint, St Cletus or Anacletus, was the third Pope and Bishop of Rome, after St 
Peter.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Cetus made profession of 
vows on 26 December, 1914. In 1916, he was assigned to the teaching staff of 
St Boniface’s College, Plymouth, after which he taught in St Vincent’s school, 
Dartford, and St John Fisher School, Wymondley, Herts., and Dungannon 
(1933).  In the 1940s, he was transferred to Coláiste Muire, Douglas, where he 
remained for several years. In later life, his health deteriorated and he moved 
to Linville Nursing Home, Blackrock, Cork, where he died on 25 February, 
1967, aged 72 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, 
Cork.  

Curtin, John Columba (1892-1924) 
John Curtin, son of John Curtin and his wife, Bridget Mulvihill, was born in 
Glenquin, Ashford, Co. Limerick, and baptised in Ashford Church on 6 April, 
1892. He was educated at Ashford National School, after which he entered 
the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 24 
September, 1908. He received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Columba, 17 April, 1909. His new patron saint was 
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the famous St Columba, founder of the monastery of Iona, off the Scottish 
coast.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Columba made profession of 
vows at Mount St Joseph on 7 April, 1912. He was transferred to Milltown, 
where he taught for some years before being transferred to St Vincent’s 
Orphanage, Orpington, where he taught for several years. He died in 
Orpington on 11 April, 1924, aged 32 years. He was interred in the cemetery 
on the campus in Orpington, Kent.  

Curtin, Maurice Lawrence (1910-1933) 
Maurice Curtin, son of Daniel Curtin and his wife, Annie Mulcahy, was born 
in Ballyaddy, Meelin, Co. Cork, on 5 June, 1910. He was educated at Meelin 
National School, before entering the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, 
Cork, on 1 July, 1927. He received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Laurence, on 31 December, 1927. His new patron 
saint was St Lawrence of Rome (225-158), a deacon, who was martyred during 
the reign of the Emperor, Valerian. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Laurence made profession of 
vows on 31 December, 1929. He changed the spelling of his religious name to 
Lawrence when the time came for him to make his final vows on 31 
December, 1932. Some months after this, he went to Bon Secours hospital in 
Cork to have his appendix removed. Though he seems to have come though 
the operation successfully, he died suddenly during recuperation, on 17 April, 
1933, aged 22 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, 
Cork.  

Curtin, Michael De Paul (1879-1958) 
Michael Curtin, son of Michael Curtin and his wife, 
Johanna Carroll, was born in Stagmount, Rockchapel, 
Co. Cork, on 2 July, 1879. He was educated at 
Rockchapel National School, before entering the 
novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, Mount St 
Joseph, Cork, on 1 May, 1897. He received the 
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religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother De Paul, on 1 
November, 1897. His new patron saint, St Vincent De Paul (1581-1660), was 
a French priest who devoted his life to serving the poor and after whom a 
major charitable organisation is named. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother De Paul made profession of 
vows on 1 November, 1899. He qualified as a National teacher and became a 
very successful school principal. He was classified as ‘Highly Efficient’ and 
held several leadership positions, including: Kinsale, superior and principal 
(1907-1913); Cobh, superior and Principal (1916-1922; 1931-1934); St 
Patrick’s National School, Greenmount, Principal (1925-1931). In 1925, he 
was elected to the Congregational Leadership team and was re-elected in 
1931, 1937 and 1945. He spent his retirement in Cobh, where he suffered a 
protracted and painful illness. Though he spent periods in hospital in Dublin 
and Manchester, he got no permanent relief and died at the South Infirmary, 
Cork, on 2 November, 1958, aged 79 years. He was interred in the cemetery at 
Mount St Joseph, Cork. He was regarded as a man of great prudence and 
common sense and his favourite saying was, ‘Bless your days!’ 
 

Dalton, Albert Joseph (1902-1995) 
Albert Dalton, son of John Dalton and his wife, Mary Cronin, the family farm 
in Dublin, Ontario, on 22 May, 1903. He entered 
the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers at 
Longueuil, Quebec, on 14 September, 1918.  1919. 
He received the religious habit, together with a 
new religious name, Brother Joseph, on 24 May, 
1919. Brother Peter Curtin, subsequently Superior 
General, was present for the occasion, together 
with the Master of Novices, Brother Casimir 
Cagney. His new patron saint was Joseph, spouse 
of Mary of Nazareth and foster father of Jesus of 
Nazareth.  
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On completion of his novitiate, he made profession of vows on 25 
June, 1921. There is no record of his obtaining a teacher training qualification, 
but we are sure that he began teaching very soon after making his profession. 
Brother Joseph would appear to be a man who could fit into virtually any 
teaching slot and, in his early years, he taught at almost all the Presentation 
Brothers’  elementary schools in Montreal, including St Gabriel’s (1929; 1936-
1937); St Augustine’s (1930; 1937); St Michael’s (1931-1936). One of his 
longest stays was at St Willibrord’s, Verdun, where he arrived in August, 1957, 
as bursar and teacher, and remained for the next 40 years. In his later years, he 
was very active, performing several duties, including sacristan and part-time 
gardener. On the 25th October, 1995, however, he had a bad fall and had to be 
hospitalised. Despite medical treatment, he failed to recover and died on 4 
December, 1995, aged 92 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ 
burial plot, St Antoine cemetery, Longueuil, Quebec. 

Daly, Charles Antonio (1888-1960) 
Charles Daly, son of Cornelius Daly and his wife, 
Elizabeth White, was born in The Park, Killarney, 
Co. Kerry, on 9 November, 1888. He was educated 
at the Presentation Brothers monastery school, 
Killarney, before entering the novitiate of the 
Presentation Brothers at Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 
2 February, 1906. He received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother 
Antonio, on 2 September, 1906. His new patron 
saint was St Antonio (Anthony) of Padua (1195-1231), one of the most 
popular saints in the Catholic Church calendar.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Antonio made profession of 
vows on 14 March, 1909. He taught for some years in Cobh, England and 
Greenmount, before his appointment to Presentation College, Bray, when it 
opened in 1921. In August, 1925, he was transferred to Presentation College, 
Glasthule, where he spent the remainder of his life. He was bursar in 
Glasthule for several years and specialised in teaching the infant class. While 
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on vacation in Galway, he suffered a heart attack and he was taken to Merlin 
Park Hospital, Galway, where he died on 14 September, 1960, aged 71 years. 
He was interred in the Presentation Brothers burial plot, Dean’s Grange 
cemetery, Blackrock, Co. Dublin.  

Daly, Patrick Basil (1924-2006) 
Patrick Daly, son of John Daly and his wife, Bridget Cleary, was born in 
Music Hill, Liseycasey, Co. Clare, and baptised in the 
Catholic Church, Liseycasey on 9 August, 1924. He 
was educated at Liseycasey National School, before 
entering the Presentation Brothers’ juniorate, Coláiste 
Muire, Douglas, Cork, on 9 September, 1942. At the 
end of his secondary schooling, he applied to enter 
the Presentation Brothers, and, on being accepted, 
he received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Basil, on 12 August, 1942. 
His new patron saint, St Basil the Great (330-379), was a monk and bishop of 
the Eastern Church, who played a prominent role in the Council of 
Constantinople, 381-382 AD. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Basil made profession of vows at 
Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1944. He then entered De La Salle Teacher 
Training College, Waterford, where he qualified as a National teacher in 1946. 
His first appointment was as teacher in the South Monastery primary school, 
Cork (1947-1949), after which he taught in Cobh (1949-1956) and Kinsale 
(1956-1963). While in Kinsale, he played club football with the local football 
team. He then began a long period, when he served either as superior or 
principal or both in different schools, including, Letterkenny, superior (1963-
1967); South Monastery, superior (1967-1973); Maiville, superior (1977-1983); 
Scoil Chríost Rí, principal (1971-1983); Bray, superior (1985-1991), Bray, 
principal (1983-1993). In 1993, he retired to Glasthule, where his health 
gradually began to decline. A man of great personal integrity and devotion to 
duty, he was highly respected as a religious and a school principal. He died on 
25 September, 2006, aged 82 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount 
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St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork. A classroom block at Scoil Chríost Rí was 
named after him. 

 
Delorey, George Anthony (1895-1967) 
George Delorey, son of Albert Delorey and his wife, 
Jane Da Costa, was born in Tracadie, Antigonish, Nova 
Scotia, Canada, on 7 September, 1895, and baptised in 
the local Catholic church one day later. He entered the 
novitiate of the Presentation Brothers in Longueuil, 
Quebec, on 8 November, 1919. On completion of his 
period of postulancy, he received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Anthony, on 2 July, 1920. His 
new patron saint was St Anthony of Padua (1195-1231) a renowned 
Franciscan preacher.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Anthony made profession of 
vows at Longueuil on 1 July, 1922. He qualified as a teacher under the 
regulations of the Montreal Catholic Schools Commission and taught in 
several Presentation Brothers’ schools, including St Michael’s, St Gabriel’s, St 
Aloysius’, St Augustine’s and St Patrick’s Academy, Sherbrooke. He spent his 
final years in Montebello, where he died on 14 June, 1967, aged 71 years. He 
was buried in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, St Antoine cemetery, 
Longueuil, Quebec.  

Dery, Walleryir Sebastian (1987-2015) 
Wallieryir Dery, son of Andrews Dery and Cecilia Dery, was born in 
Nandom Bu, Upper West Region, Ghana, on 19 January 1987. He was 
baptised in the local Catholic church on 2 October 1987, and he made his 
confirmation in the same church on 2 October 1999. After completing his 
primary and Junior High schooling in Bu, he studied at Nandom Vocational 
School. He continued his technical education at Accra Technical Training 
Centre where he qualified in gas fitting and plumbing. He entered the 
postulancy programme of Presentation Brothers on 19 March 2011. He 
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underwent his novitiate programme at Presentation Brothers at Mount St 
Joseph, Logre, in 2011, completing his novitiate training at the Presentation 
Brothers novitiate in Killarney, Co. Kerry. On receiving the religious habit, 
he also received a new name, Brother Sebastian. He attended the Ruah 
2013 programme before making his profession of vows in Killarney on 7 
September 2013. 
 On his return to Ghana in 2013, he was assigned to the Navrongo 
community. He was given responsibility for general maintenance of the 
house. He also carried out the plumbing work in the new community in 
Hain. He died suddenly in his room on 29 April 2015 at the Navrongo 
community house. His funeral Mass was celebrated at Lur Lady of Seven 
Sorrows Basilica, Navrongo. He was interred in the cemetery at the 
Presentation Brothers novitiate in Logre, Ghana. His sudden death came as 
a shoch to all the Presentation Brothers in the West Africa province.  

Dempsey, Michael Ronan (1992-1965) 
Michael Dempsey, son of Timothy Dempsey and 
his wife, Julia Donovan, was born in Upper 
Ballymackean, Old Head, Kinsale, Co. Cork, and 
baptised in his local Catholic church on 25 July, 
1892. He was educated at his local National school, 
before entering the novitiate of the Presentation 
Brothers on 1 October, 1910. He received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Ronan, on 14 April, 1911. His new patron saint, St Ronan of Iona, 
played a prominent role in the famous synod of Whitby in 664 AD. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Ronan made profession of 
vows on 26 April, 1916. He spent the greater part of his life in England, 
where he held several posts of responsibility, including, St Thomas Moore 
School, West Grinstead, superior (1935-1941; 1950-1952) and Headmaster 
(1935-1943); St John Fisher School, Wymondley, superior (1943-1949; 1952-
1953) and Headmaster (1943-1949). He retired to Presentation College, 
Reading, in 1956, where he spent his remaining years. He died in Reading on 
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12 July, 1965, aged 72 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers 
burial plot, Henley Road cemetery, Reading, Berkshire. He was a brother of 
Timothy Macanisius Dempsey (qv).  

 
Dempsey, Timothy Macanisius (1883-1959) 
Timothy Dempsey, son of Timothy Dempsey and his 
wife, Julia Donovan, was born in Upper 
Ballymackean, Old Head, Kinsale, Co. Cork, and 
baptised in his local church on 1 April, 1883. He was 
educated at the local National school, before entering 
the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, Mount St 
Joseph, Cork, on 29 June, 1899. He received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Macanisius, on 5 March, 1900. His new 
patron saint, St Macanisius (d.514), was baptised as an infant by St Patrick, 
who, after he had founded the monastery of Kells, was later consecrated a 
bishop by the same St Patrick. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Macanisius made profession 
of vows at Mount St Joseph on 5 April, 1903. On 28 August, 1903, he was 
transferred to Dartford, where he taught for three years, before his stransfer 
to Chadwick Memorial School, Newcastel-on-Tyne. After some years there, 
he was transferred to St Joseph’s Industrial School, Greenmount, where he 
spent the remainder of his life, being superior several times (1935-1938; 1944-
1950). He died at the Bon Secours Hospital, Cork, on 18 January, 1959, aged 
75 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Cork. He was a 
brother of Michael Ronan Dempsey (qv). 
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Denihan, Reginald Angelus (1914-1944) 
Reginald Denihan, son of William Denihan and his 
wife, Margaret McAuliffe, was born in Beal, 
Ballybunnion, Co. Kerry, on 30 April, 1914. He was 
educated at the local National school, before he 
entered the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers at 
Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 14 August, 1930. He 
received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Angelus, on 14 February, 
1921. His new patron saint, Angelus of Jerusalem 
(d.1220), was a Jew who was converted to Christianity and who was martyred 
in Sicily. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Angelus made profession of 
vows on 29 March, 1933. After a year teaching at St Patrick’s National school, 
Greenmount, Cork, he attended De La Salle Teacher Training College, where 
he qualified as a National teacher. Towards the end of his course, he was 
diagnosed with tuberculosis and went to Newcastle Sanatorium, Co. Wicklow, 
for treatment. Following chest surgery in October, 1943, he seemed to make a 
recovery and took up a teaching appointment in Cobh, but, within some 
months, he had a recurrence of his former illness. This time, he was 
hospitalised at Mount Desert Nursing Home, Cork, where he died on 28 
October, 1944, aged 30 years. He was interred in the cemetery attached to 
Mount St Joseph, Cork.  

Dennehy, Patrick Leonard (192B1994) 
Patrick Dennehy, son of Richard Dennehy and his 
wife, Johanna Fitzgerald, was born in Reallan, 
Kiskeam, Co. Cork, and baptised in Kiskeam Catholic 
church on 1 December, 1920. He attended Kiskeam 
National School, before entering the Presentation 
Brothers’ juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, on 9 
May, 1935. On completion of his secondary schooling, 
he applied for admission to the Presentation Brothers, and, on being 
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accepted, he received the religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Leonard, on 12 August, 1939.  His new patron saint, St Leonard of 
Port Maurice (1676-1751), near Naples, was a holy Franciscan Friar. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Leonard made profession of 
vows at Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1941. He then entered the National 
University of Ireland, Cork, where, in 1944, he obtained a BA Honours 
degree in languages. The following year, he taught at Scoil Chríost Rí, Turner’s 
Cross, at the same time studying for his Higher Diploma in Education, which 
he passed in 1945. In 1946, he volunteered for the new West Indian Mission 
and was one of a small group of Presentation Brothers, who founded 
Presentation College, Grenada, in 1947. In 1953, he was appointed superior 
(1953-1958) and principal (1953-1964) of Presentation College, Grenada, and, 
in 1958, he was appointed Province Leader in the West Indies (1958-1964). In 
1964, he was transferred to Presentation College, Chaguanas, where he 
became principal (1971-1982). In 1982, he reached retirement age in Trinidad 
and Tobago, so he was transferred to Grenada, where he was permitted to 
continue as principal until 1988, when he reached the age of 68 years. He 
continued to teach part-time in Grenada, at the same time developing a 
network of past-students, many of whom had obtained good positions both 
in Grenada and overseas. In 1987, his past students established the Brother 
Leonard Dennehy Foundation to help Presentation College, Grenada, and its 
students. In 1994, he fell ill and a terminal cancer was diagnosed. He returned 
to Cork and entered Marymount Hospice, where he died on 22 December, 
1994, aged 74 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, 
Blarney Street, Cork. 
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Dennehy, William Edwin (1922-1965) 
William Dennehy, son of Richard Dennehy and his 
wife, Johanna Fitzgerald, was born in Reallan, 
Kiskeam, Co. Cork, on 23 September, 1922 and 
baptised in Kiskeam Catholic church the following 
day. He attended Kiskeam National School, before 
entering the Presentation Brothers’ juniorate, 
Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, in September, 1936. 
On completion of his secondary schooling, he 
applied for admission to the Presentation Brothers, 
and, on being accepted, he received the religious 
habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Edwin, on 6 August, 1940.  
His new patron saint, St Edwin (586-633), was King of Northumbria and, 
after being killed in battle at Hatfield Chase, was venerated as a Christian 
saint.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Edwin made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1942. He then entered De La Salle Teacher 
Training College, Waterford, where he qualified as a National teacher in 1944. 
He was then appointed to the teaching staff of Presentation Brothers’ primary 
school, Birr, Co. Offaly. An energetic and athletic young man, he played 
football with local teams, before his transfer to Cobh in 1951. In Cobh, he got 
interested in science and took courses which led to a qualification to teach 
science in secondary schools. In 1955, he was transferred to the South 
Monastery, Cork, while he taught in Scoil Chríost Rí, Turner’s Cross. In 1958, 
he volunteered for the West Indian Mission and was assigned to the newly-
opened Presentation College, Barbados, where he taught happily and 
successfully until 1964. In the summer of that year, he went on vacation to 
Ireland, and, while there, had a medical check-up. Terminal cancer was 
diagnosed. He entered St Stephen’s Hospital, Sarsfield Court, Cork, for 
specialist treatment. This was unsuccessful and he died on 26 May, 1965, aged 
42 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, 
Cork.   



 

82 
 

Dery, Walleryir Sebastian (1987-2015) 
Wallieryir Dery, son of Andrews Dery and 
Cecilia Dery, was born in Nandom Bu, Upper 
West Region, Ghana, on 19 January 1987. He was 
baptised in the local Catholic church on 2 October 
1987, and he made his confirmation in the same 
church on 2 October 1999. After completing his 
primary and Junior High schooling in Bu, he 
studied at Nandom Vocational School. He continued his technical 
education at Accra Technical Training Centre where he qualified in gas 
fitting and plumbing. He entered the postulancy programme of Presentation 
Brothers on 19 March 2011. He underwent his novitiate programme at 
Presentation Brothers at Mount St Joseph, Logre, in 2011, completing his 
novitiate training at the Presentation Brothers novitiate in Killarney, Co. 
Kerry. On receiving the religious habit, he also received a new name, 
Brother Sebastian. He attended the Ruah 2013 programme before making 
his profession of vows in Killarney on 7 September 2013. 
 On his return to Ghana in 2013, he was assigned to the Navrongo 
community. He was given responsibility for general maintenance of the 
house. He also carried out the plumbing work in the new community in 
Hain. He died suddenly in his room on 29 April 2015 at the Navrongo 
community house. His funeral Mass was celebrated at Lur Lady of Seven 
Sorrows Basilica, Navrongo. He was interred in the cemetery at the 
Presentation Brothers novitiate in Logre, Ghana. His sudden death came as 
a shoch to all the Presentation Brothers in the West Africa province.  
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Despathy, Peter Gerard (1956-2010) 
Peter Rémi Despathy, son of Robert G Despathy Snr 
and his wife, Letrice Dubuc, was born in Quincy, 
MS, USA, on 23 November, 1956. He obtained his 
High School Diploma in Nashua MS in 1974 and 
graduated with a BA degree from Concordia 
University in 1978, followed by a Diploma in 
Education from McGill University in 1984. He 
entered the Presentation Brothers novitiate, 
Longueuil, Quebec, receiving the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Gerard, on 15 August, 1978. His 
new patron saint was St Gerard Majella (1726-1755), a saintly Redemptorist 
lay brother.  

 At the end of his novitiate, Brother Gerard made profession of vows 
at Longueuil on 15 August, 1979. He taught at Longueuil (1979-1980; 1982-
1984), Marshall, MO (1980-1982). He served at Montebello, Quebec (1984-
1988; superior, 1986-1988) before going to Prince George, British Columbia 
(1988-1997; superior 1994-1997). In 1997, he was chosen to be a member of 
the foundation community at Knoxville, TN (1997-2006), where he was 
appointed superior. In 2005, he was appointed Province Leader of Our Lady 
of Americas province and he moved to the province office at Kissimmee, FL 
in 2006. He died unexpectedly in Kissimmee on 27 February, 2010, aged 53 
years. He was interred with his parents in Phoenix, AZ. Among the honours 
he received in the course of his short life was that of Knight of the Year from 
the Prince George Chapter of the Knights of Columbus.  

 
Deviney, William Norbert (1917-1992)  
William Deviney, son of John Deviney and his wife, Ellen Hunt, was born in 
Barnacarroll, Clare morris, Co. Mayo, on 1 August, 1917, and baptised in 
Claremorris Catholic church four days later. He attended St Colman’s School, 
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Claremorris, before his entry to the Presentation 
Brothers juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, 
on 24 August, 1931. On completion of his 
secondary schooling, he applied for entry to the 
Presentation Brothers’ and, on being accepted, he 
received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Norbert, at Mount St 
Joseph on 12 August, 1936. His new patron saint, 
St Norbert (1080-1134), was the son of a 
Bohemian Count, who became a priest and who 
founded the Order of Premonstratensions. St Norbert is the patron saint of 
Bohemia. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Norbert made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1938. He attended De La Salle College, 
Waterford and qualified as a National teacher in 1943. He was stationed at the 
South Monastery for some years, while teaching at Scoil Chríost Rí (1944-1955). 
He was then transferred to Kinsale, where he was both superior and principal 
(1956-1962). In 1962, he was transferred to Birr where he held the post of 
principal (1964-1967). In 1967, there was another call for his skills, this time in 
Letterkenny, where, again, he was entrusted with the duties of superior (1967-
1972) and principal (1968-1972). In 1972, he returned to Cork and resumed 
teaching at Scoil Chríost Rí (1972-1982). After his retirement in 1982, he 
devoted much of his time to setting up and staffing a Teacher’s Resource 
Centre in Cork City, which, with time, has greatly expanded. He was seriously 
incapacitated, however, when he suffered a stroke, which initially left him 
unable to speak. Gradually, with appropriate therapy, he regained a limited 
capacity in speech. He died at the Mercy Hospital, Cork, on 18 March, 1992, 
aged 74 years. He was interred in the cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, 
Blarney Street, Cork. He is remembered by the teaching fraternity in Cork for 
his early attempts to set up a Teachers’ Resource Centre.  
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Dillon, John Cathaldus (1900-1923) 
John Dillon, son of Robert Dillon and his wife, Margaret McNamara, was 
born in Foilderrig, Duagh, Co. Kerry, on 4 May, 1900, and baptised two days 
later in Duagh Catholic church. He was educated at Duagh National School, 
before entering the Presentation Brothers’ Preparatory School, Mount St 
Joseph, Cork, on 7 August, 1915. Following an obligatory period of 
postulancy, he received the religious habit, together with a new religious 
name, Brother Cathaldus, at Mount St Joseph on 24 April, 1916. His new 
patron saint, St Cathaldus (St Cathal in Irish) was a 7th century Irish monk, 
from Lismore, Co. Waterford, who travelled to Italy and who became Bishop 
of Tarentum. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Cathaldus made profession of 
vows on 4 April, 1920. He taught in Presentation Brothers’ schools in Cork 
before his final profession on 4 April, 1923. He was, however, already ailing at 
this time and he died four months later on 12 August, 1923, aged 23 years. He 
was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  

Doherty, Charles Michael (1898-1977) 
Charles Doherty, son of Patrick Doherty and his wife, 
Catherine Rooney, was born in Ballingul, Camagark, 
Drumcliffe, Co. Sligo, on 15 February, 1898. He was 
educated at the local National school, before entering 
the Presentation Brothers’ Preparatory School, Mount 
St Joseph, Cork, on 28 April, 1918.  He entered the 
Presentation Brothers and received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Michael, on 
11 November, 1918. His new patron saint was the great 
St Michael, Archangel, mentioned in the Bible. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Michael made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 27 March, 1921. He taught in Ireland before going to 
Canada in 1927. There he taught in St Patrick’s Academy, Sherbrooke, 
Catholic High School, Montreal, and St Aloysius’ School, Montreal. He was 
transferred to England in 1951 and taught at Presentation College, Reading. 
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He returned to Ireland in September, 1963, and was stationed in Enniskillen 
for three months, before his transfer to Kinsale on 1 January, 1964. He was 
transferred to Bray in 1967, where his health continued to deteriorate. He 
spent some time in St Patrick’s Nursing Home, Waterford, and spent his final 
years in Bray. He died at St Michael’s Nursing Home, Dun Laoghaire, Co. 
Dublin, on 2 January, 1977, aged 78 years. He was interred in the Presentation 
Brothers’ burial plot, Dean’s Grange cemetery, Blackrock, Co. Dublin.  

Donovan, Daniel Cuthbert (1934-2010) 
Daniel Donovan, son of James Donovan and his wife, 
Catherine Leahy, was born in Ballinruane, Kilmeedy, 
Co. Limerick, on 2 February, 1934, and baptised in 
Kilmeedy Catholic church two days later. He attended 
Kilmeedy National School, before entering the 
Presentation Brothers’ juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, 
Cork, in August, 1948. On completion of his 
Intermediate Certificate,  he applied for admission to 
the Presentation Brothers and, on being accepted, he 
received the religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother 
Cuthbert, at Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 12 August, 1950. His new patron 
saint was St Cuthbert (635-687), a monk of the monastery of Lindisfarne, an 
island off the north eastern coast of England. The following year, he went to 
England, where he completed the GCE Ordinary level, thereby qualifying for 
entry to Teacher Training College.  

On 17 September, 1952, Brother Cuthbert made profession of vows. 
He then entered St Mary’s College, Strawberry Hill, Twickenham, where he 
qualified as a teacher in 1954. The same year, he was assigned to St John 
Fisher School, Wymondley, as a teacher. He taught at Presentation College, 
Reading from 1955 to 1958, before taking up an appointment at St Vincent’s 
School, Dartford (1958-1974; 1978-1982), where he was deputy principal. He 
had an extended period of study leave (1974-1978), during which he studied 
theology at the Franciscan Study Centre, Canterbury, and psychology at 
London University. He also helped with a charitable organisation, CRISIS, 
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which concentrated on helping disadvantaged elderly people. He spent his 
later years in Reading, where he was superior. His health significantly 
deteriorated following a stroke. When nursing care became necessary, he 
entered Parkside Nursing Home, Reading. Members of the community and 
his own family visited him regularly there, until he died on 23 February, 2010, 
aged 76 years. His remains were returned to Ireland and he was interred in the 
cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, Cork.  

 
Dower, James Eugenius (1897-1954) 
James Dower, son of James Dower and his wife, Bridget 
Relihan, was born in the family home, Rathoran, 
Kilmorna, Abbeyfeale, Co. Limerick, on 2 October, 
1897, and baptised in the local parish church one week 
later. He attended the local National School and entered 
the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, Mount St 
Joseph, Cork, on 9 May, 1914, at the age of sixteen. He 
received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Eugenius, on 26 December, 
1914. His new patron saint, Eugenius, was a saintly Bishop of Carthage, who 
died in 505. On completion of his novitiate, Eugenius made his religious 
profession on 13 October, 1917. He qualified as a teacher and was assigned 
initially to the English province, where he taught for several years at St 
Joseph’s Orphanage, Orpington, and was superior there for two 3-year terms 
(1924-1930). He was a man of great energy, who loved to be outdoors. He 
also liked gardening and his favourite exercise was walking.  

On his return to Ireland, he was appointed Principal of the primary 
school in Cobh, an appointment he retained from 1942 until his early death.  
He was also superior in Cobh for two 3-year terms (1944-1950). It was while 
he was principal in St Joseph’s school, Cobh, that Liam Nolan encountered 
him. Liam remembered Eugenius him with respect and affection and 
described his love of poetry, especially the rousing ballads of Robert Service: 
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Eugenius opened the door and strode in, a small red book in his right 
hand, his forefinger crooked inside the covers, marking a page. He 
settled himself on the front edge of a small table facing us, and said, 
‘All right men. Listen to this. It’s called ‘The Shooting of Dan 
McGrew’ and it was written by Robert Service.’ He opened the book 
and began to read in a quiet voice, but loud enough to be heard at the 
back of the partitioned classroom. The accent he used was 
consciously Mid-Atlantic: 

A bunch of the boys were whooping it up in the Malamute saloon; 
The kid that handled the music box was playing a rag-time tune; 
Back of the bar, in a Solo game, sat Dangerous Dan McGrew, 
And watching his luck was his light-o’-love, the lady that’s known as Lou.    

We were electrified at the unexpectedness, the muscularity and 
vividness of the images. Eugenius didn’t lift his face from the printed 
pages, but twice he stopped momentarily, and his eyes, for just a few 
seconds, seemed to be focussed somewhere far away from that 
classroom. His glasses glinted with the movement of his head...Yes, 
Eugenius was an outdoors man even in his literary likes. (Nolan, in 
Feheney, 1996, 68) 

Towards mid-summer in 1954, Eugenius began to feel unwell. His doctor 
advised him to spend a week in bed. Instead, Eugenius decided to go on his 
annual summer vacation to the sea side in Kilkee, Co. Clare. He died there 
suddenly on 29 July, 1954, aged 56 years. He was buried in the cemetery 
attached to Mount St Joseph, Cork.   
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Dower, Michael Boniface (1896-1958) 
Michael Dower, son of James Dower and his wife, 
Bridget Relihan, was born in the family home, Rathoran, 
Kilmorna, Abbeyfeale, Co. Limerick, on 2 February, 
1896. Baptised in the local parish church three days 
later, he grew up to be a tall, sturdy boy, who attended 
the local National school. He entered the Presentation 
Brothers Novitiate, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 11 
January, 1913, at the age of sixteen. He received the religious habit and a new 
religious name, Brother Boniface, on 2 August, 1913. His new patron saint, 
Boniface (680-755 AD), was an English monk, born in Wessex, who travelled 
to the continent and became the first bishop of Mainz. He is revered as the 
patron saint of Germany.  

Brother Boniface came from a part of Ireland that in the national 
news during the years of, and leading up to, the Irish War of Independence. 
He was born and grew up in the shadow of Kilmorna House, which, from 
1916, became the home of Sir Arthur Vicars, Ulster King of Arms and 
Keeper of the Irish Crown Jewels. These jewels, while technically under the 
control of Vicars, were stolen and never recovered in 1907. During the Black 
and Tan years, Vicars was suspected of passing information about the 
activities of the local IRA to British Forces and, in retaliation, Kilmorna 
House was burned to the ground and Vicars, who was then in a wheelchair, 
was taken from the burning building and shot on the lawn on the night of 14 
April, 1921. The Black and Tans, in turn, shot dead some local young men, 
who subsequently turned out to be members of the local IRA flying column. 
This happened in nearby Knockanure and the event inspired the composition 
of the well-known ballad, ‘The Valley of Knockanure’.  It was in this context 
that the Dower children grew up and one of them, Brother Boniface, was to 
spend most of his adult life living and working in Northern Ireland. 

On completion of his novitiate, Boniface made his religious 
profession on 27 April, 1916. He completed his teacher training at St Mary’s 
Teacher Training College, then located in Hammersmith, London, but now in 
Strawberry Hill, Twickenham. He was then assigned to teach in Dungannon, 
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where he duly became superior (1939-1942). In 1932, he was appointed 
Provincial superior of the English Province and reappointed for a second 
term in 1935. In 1942 he was appointed Principal of the primary school in 
Enniskillen. He remained in this post until he was taken ill in 1957. He was 
then transferred to Bon Secours Hospital, Dublin, where, after some months 
of unsuccessful treatment, he died on 24 January, 1958, aged 61 years. He was 
buried in Dean’s Grange cemetery, Blackrock, Co. Dublin. He was a brother 
of Eugenius Dower (qv).  

Doyle, Patrick Sebastian (1900-1972) 
Patrick Doyle, son of John Doyle and his wife, Mary 
Agnes Farrell, was born in Monkstown, Blacrock, Co. 
Dublin, on 8 February, 1900. He served as a medical 
aide during the later part of World War II in Europe. 
He entered the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, 
Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 20 November, 1922, aged 
22. He received the religious habit, together with a 
new religious name, Brother Sebastian, on 10 
September, 1923. His new patron saint was the 
martyr, Sebastian (d.288), who was tied to a tree and 
shot with arrows during the reign of the Emperor Diocletian.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Sebastian made profession 
of vows on 8 October, 1925. He attended the National University of Ireland, 
Cork, and graduated with a BA degree in languages, after which he obtained a 
Higher Diploma in Education. He spent several terms in Mardyke House, 
while he taught in nearby Presentation College (1933-1936; 1946-1953; 1960-
1965). He also taught in Milltown, Glasthule (1943-1946); Cobh (1953-1954); 
Coláiste Muire, Douglas (1937-1943; 1955-1958) and Carrick-on-Shannon 
(1958-1960). He also served as bursar in St Joseph’s, Greenmount, Cork 
(1936). When he retired, he was assigned to the monastery in Kinsale (1965-
1971), in which he was the last Presentation Brother to reside. He was then 
appointed Assistant Master of Novices at Mount St Joseph, where he invested 
a lot of effort in arranging and cataloguing books in the recently-built library.  
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He died unexpectedly at Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 6 January, 1972, aged 71 
years, and was interred in the cemetery in the grounds.  

Dromey, John Alexis (1917-1945) 
John Dromey, son of John Dromey and his wife, Julia Kelleher, was born in 
Mamuckey, Kilmichael, Co. Cork, on 10 April, 1917. He attended the local 
National school, before entering the Presentation Brothers juniorate, Coláiste 
Muire,, Douglas, on 25 August, 1932. On completion of his secondary 
schooling, he entered the Presentation Brothers, receiving the religious habit 
and a new religious name, Brother Alexis, on 16 July, 1935.  His new patron 
saint, St Alexis Falconeri (1200-1310) was one of the founders of the Servite 
Order. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Alexis made profession of 
vows on 6 August, 1937. He entered De La Salle Teacher Training College 
and qualified as teacher. The following year, however, he was diagnosed with 
tuberculosis and entered Mount Desert Nursing Home for ongoing medical 
treatment. He failed to recover, however, and died there on 30 May, 1945, 
aged 28 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Cork.  

Duffield, James Walter (1930-1953) 
James Duffield, son of James Duffield and his wife, Sarah Kelly, was born in 
Lisburn Street, Ballinahinch, Co. Down, on 1 September, 1910. He entered 
the Juniorate of the Presentation Brothers, then located at Shanakiel House, 
Sundays Well, Cork, in September, 1927. One year later, on 31 December, 
1928, he received the religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Walter, at the novitiate, Mount St Joseph, Cork. His new patron saint 
was Abbot Walter of Portoise (1030-1099), who is the patron saint of 
prisoners. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Walter made profession of 
vows, on 31 December, 1930. He attended De La Salle Teacher Training 
College, Waterford, and qualified as a National teacher in June, 1936. He 
taught in Cork and Letterkenny before joining the English province in 1943. 
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During the following years, he taught at St Thomas More School, West 
Grinstead, before his transfer to St John Fisher School, Wymondley, in 1952. 
Some time later, he began to feel unwell and a serious illness was diagnosed. 
He was also told that he had only a short time to live. He received the news 
with resignation and managed to continue to be a useful member of the 
community right up to his last days. He died at Wymondley on 5 November, 
1953, aged 43 years. He was interred in Presentation Brothers burial plot in 
the cemetery attached to the Catholic church, West Grinstead, Sussex.  

 
Dunlea, Timothy Cyprian (1925-2001) 
Timothy Dunlea, son of Patrick Dunlea and his 
wife, Kathleen Mulcahy, was born in Ballinaglough, 
Glenville, Co. Cork, on 5 April May, 1925, and 
baptised the same day at Carrignavar Catholic 
church. He was educated at Glenville National 
School, before entering the Presentation Brothers 
juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, on 29 
August, 1939. On completion of his secondary 
schooliing, he sought entry to the Presentation 
Brothers’ novitiate and, on being accepted, received 
the religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Cyprian, at 
Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1942. His new patron saint, St Cyprian, 
bishop of Carthage, in North Africa (near the present city of Anaba, Algeria), 
was martyred during the reign of the Roman Emperor Dacian in the 3rd 
century. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Cyprian made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1944. He then attended De La Salle 
Teacher Training College, Waterford, where he qualified as a National teacher 
in 1946. He passed the London Intermediate Arts examination in 1956. His 
first appointment was as teacher in Cobh (1947-1951), after which he joined 
the English province, teaching for a year in West Grinstead (1951-1952), 
followed by a year at Reading (1952-1953). He was then transferred to 
Grenada, where he taught for three years (1953-1956), followed by a year in 



 

93 
 

San Fernando, Trinidad (1956-1957). He was transferred to Mardyke House, 
Cork, in 1958. While at Mardyke House,  he taught at Presentation College 
(1958-1960), before being appointed principal of St Joseph’s School, Mardyke 
(1960-1962). He was then transferred to Killarney, where he was superior 
(1962-1966), and principal (1962-1963). He then taught in Kinsale for three 
years (1966-1969), before returning to Cork, where he resided at the South 
Monastery. He moved to Maiville in 1971 and, for some years, was school 
secretary at Scoil Chríost Rí, Turners’s Cross. In his later years, his health 
deteriorated and he spent some time in hospital. His death, however, came 
unexpectedly on 1 August, 2001, when he was due to be discharged from Bon 
Secours Hospital, Cork. He was 75 years of age. He was interred in the 
cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.     
   
Early, John Athanasius (1924-2012) 
John Early, son of Patrick Early and his wife, Mary 
Beirne, was born on 1 April, 1924, and baptised in 
the local Catholic church the same day. He attended 
Jamestown National School, followed by 
Presentation Brothers School, Carrick-on-Shannon, 
before entering the Presentation Brothers’ juniorate, 
Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, in August, 1937. On 
completion of his secondary schooling, he entered 
the Presentation Brothers’ novitiate, Mount St 
Joseph, Cork, receiving the religious habit, together 
with a new religious name, Brother Athanasius, on 12 August, 1941. His new 
patron saint, St Athanasius (297-373), was Bishop of Alexandria in Egypt and 
a >Father’ of the Christian Church. 
At the end of his novitiate, Brother Athanasius made profession of vows at 
Mount St Joseph on 6 August, 1943. He taught for three years at Presentation 
College, Bray (1944-1947) before completing his BA degree at the National 
University, Cork (1949; HDE, 1954). He then taught in Presentation College, 
Glasthule (1949-1952), before returning to Cork, where he became superior 
of Mardyke House and a teacher at Presentation College. There he was closely 
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associated with the College rugby team, some of whom became his friends for 
life. In 1963, he was transferred to Presentation College Reading, where he 
remained for several years (1963-1989). He served as superior, bursar and 
games master in Reading. He returned to Ireland in 1989 and was stationed in 
Glasthule (1989-1991), and Bray (1991-2003), before his transfer to Cobh. 
About a year before his death, it became necessary for him to have nursing 
care and he obtained a place in the Cobh Community Hospital, formerly the 
Bon Secours Hospital. He died there on 18 January, 2012, aged 87 years. He 
was interred in the cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, 
Cork. Up to a year before his death, he was involved with young people in 
sport. Many public tributes were paid to his unselfish dedication to the 
welfare of young people. His former past pupil, George Hook, journalist, 
radio and TV personality, remained a life-long friend and admirer. 

Edwards, Moses Brendan (1896-1981) 
Joseph Moses Edwards, son of Joseph Edwards, was 
born at 14 Merrion Square, Dublin, on 13 June, 
1896. His father, born in England, was in the British 
army and his mother died when he was young. He 
joined the Third Order Regular Carmelite Brothers 
and was appointed superior of their house in 
Dublin. When the Papal Rescript for this 
congregation was withdrawn by the Vatican, because 
of its failure to obtain new vocations, he obtained 
permission to transfer to the Presentation Brothers. He arrived at the 
novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, Mount St Joseph, on 5 September, 
1939, at the age of 43 years. He received the habit of 3 October, 1939, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Brendan. His new patron saint 
was St Brendan the Navigator, with connections to both Ardfert, Co. Kerry, 
and Clonfert, Co. Galway. 

Because of his previous years in religion, he was required to do only 
one year’s novitiate, after which he made (final) profession of vows in the 
congregation of the Presentation Brothers on 5 October, 1940. In September, 
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1940, he was transferred to Mardyke House, Cork, from where he attended 
the National University of Ireland, Cork, to study for his BA degree. He had 
already completed two years of this degree at the National University of 
Ireland, Dublin. He obtained his BA degree in June, 1942, after which he was 
transferred to the Presentation Brothers juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas. 
While there, he also attended University and obtained his Higher Diploma in 
Education, to qualify him for teaching at secondary level in Ireland. He was 
superior and Headmaster in Coláiste Treasa, Passage West (1946-1947), and at 
Coláiste Muire, Douglas (1947- 1952). He taught for several years in Glasthule, 
before his retirement in 1961. He spent some years as bursar at Presentation 
College, Reading, before his retirement to Twickenham. He was a diligent and 
methodical student and mastered French and German through private study. 
He was also a man of wide culture, whose faculties, through years of 
disciplined mental activity, were sharp up to the end. He died at Nazareth 
Home, Hammersmith, London, on 29 August, 1981, aged 85 years. He was 
interred in the Presentation Brothers burial plot, Henley Road, Reading, 
Berkshire.  

Egan, John Joseph (1800-1874) 
John Egan was one the early companions of Brother Michael Augustine 
Riordan at the South Monastery, Cork. He was born in1800, and is believed 
to have been a native of Cork city, though (so far) there is neither record of 
the names of his parents nor his birthplace. He entered the Presentation 
Brothers about 1830 and, on completion of his novitiate, he made profession 
of vows. When receiving the religious habit, he also received a new religious 
name, Brother Joseph. His new patron saint was St Joseph, spouse of Mary of 
Nazareth and foster father of Jesus.  

When Brother Paul Townsend was recalled from Killarney to become 
superior at the South Monastery, Cork, in 1848, Brother Joseph was sent to 
Killarney to replace him. It will be recalled that Bishop Egan was extremely 
reluctant to part with Brother Townsend and only agreed on condition that 
his replacement from Cork would be someone of corresponding ability and 
experience. The fact that Brother Joseph was deemed to meet Bishop Egan’s 
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criteria was a high commendation. Brother Joseph was superior in Killarney 
on two occasions. He died at the South Monastery, Cork, on 5 February, 
1874, aged 74 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers vault, South 
Monastery, now Nano Nagle House, Douglas Street, Cork. He was a brother 
of Charles Aloysius Egan, who was one of the leaders of the Presentation 
Brothers mission to Pittsburgh, USA, in 1845. In 1847, Charles left to the 
Presentation Brothers to join the Vincentian Congregation.  

 
Fahy, Patrick Regis (1886-1963) 
Patrick Fahy, son of John Fahy, and his wife, 
Margaret Lyons, was born in Cahirdown, Listowel, 
Co. Kerry, on 11 April, 1886. He was educated at his 
local National school, after which he entered St 
Michael’s College, Listowel. From there he entered 
the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers at Mount 
St Joseph, Cork, on 30 October, 1903. He received 
the religious habit, together with a new religious 
name, Brother Regis, on 30 April, 1904. His new 
patron saint, St John Francis Regis (1597-1640), was 
a French Jesuit, notable for his zeal and piety. 

At the conclusion of his novitiate, Brother Regis made profession of 
vows on 5 May, 1906. He taught at Carrick-on-Shannon (1911),before 
obtaining a BA degree and a Higher Diploma in Education. He then taught in 
several secondary schools, including, Presentation Colleges, Glasthule 
(superior, 1921-1922), Presentation College, Cork (1923-1926) and Enniskillen 
(1926), Cobh (1950s). His favourite subject was Latin. Following he 
retirement in 1951, he also spent some years teaching in Canada, before 
returning to retirement at St Patrick’s, Greenmount, Cork. His health 
deteriorated in his later years, but, nevertheless, his death, when it came, was 
sudden. He died while visiting his sister’s home in Listowel, Co. Kerry, on 4 
June, 1963, aged 77 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St 
Joseph, Cork. He was a man of pleasant disposition, who had a reputation as 
a practical joker.  
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Feaheney, Timothy Felix (1854-1932) 
Timothy Feaheney was born in Mundellihy, 
Dromcollogher, Co. Limerick, on 8 May, 1854. 
He was educated at Dromcollogher National 
School and entered the novitiate of the 
Presentation Brothers, South Monastery, Douglas 
Street, on 16 November, 1876, at the age of 22. 
He received the religious habit, together with a 
new religious name, Brother Felix, on 2 June, 
1877. His new patron saint, St Felix of Valois (d. 
1212), was one of the founders of the Trinitarian 
Order, the purpose of which was the redemption of prisoners who had been 
taken captive by Corsair pirates of the Mediterranean.  
On completion of his novitiate, Brother Felix made profession of vows on 28 
January, 1879. Since he regarded himself as too old to begin study to qualify 
as a teacher, he requested the status of a >co-adjustor’ or  >lay’ brother. His 
duties, consequently, were largely household and domestic. He served in 
several Presentation Brothers houses including, Dartford, Birr, South 
Monastery, Cobh and, finally, Mount St Joseph. He died on 4 June, 1932, aged 
78 years. He was interred in the cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, Cork. 
There is an apocryphal story that he went to the superior some days before he 
died to announce that he would die on 4 June, which he did.  

Finnegan, David Alban (1905-1995) 
David Finegan, son of Daniel Finegan and his wife, 
Hanora Murphy, was born in Meenaraheeney, Rockchapel, 
Co. Cork, on 30 January, 1905. He was educated first at 
Rockchapel National School and later at Mount Collins 
National School, before entering the novitiate of the 
Presentation Brothers, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 20 
October, 1922. He received the religious habit, together 
with a new religious name, Brother Alban, on 3 April, 1923. His new patron 
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saint, St Alban, was the first English saint to be martyred about 283 AD. 
At the conclusion of his novitiate, Brother Alban made profession of 

vows on 12 April, 1925. He taught in the South Monastery, Cork, and in 
Coláiste Muire, Douglas, before his transfer to Cobh, where he taught for some 
years. Subsequently, he taught at Presentation College, Glasthule, St Joseph’s 
Orphanage, Orpington, and St Joseph’s Greenmount. He spent most of his 
active life, however, at Mardyke House, while teaching at Presentation 
College, Junior School. His final years were spent in the Rest Home, adjacent 
to St Patrick’s Hospital, Cork. He died at St Finbarr’s Hospital, Douglas Road, 
Cork, on 22 November, 1995, aged 90 years. He was interred in the cemetery 
at Mount St Joseph, Cork. He was an effective teacher and a good raconteur, 
who enjoyed a community social evening. He was also possessed of many 
practical DIY skills. He was regularly visited by members of his family in later 
years.  

Fitzpatrick, Denis Mark (1935-2021) 
Denis Fitzpatrick, son of Denis Fitzpatrick and his 
wife, Nora Reidy, was born at Lauragh, Milford, 
Co. Cork on 7 August 1935 and baptised three days 
later in Milford parish church. Some years later, his 
father purchased Ballynoe House and farm, 
formerly part of the Cox estate, Ballingarry, Co. 
Limerick, and the family moved residence to this 
part of county Limerick. He entered the 
Presentation Brothers Juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, on 29 
August 1949, where he began his second level studies. He joined the 
Presentation Brothers at Mount St Joseph, Cork, receiving the religious 
habit, together with a new name, Brother Mark, on 12 August 1952. At the 
end of his novitiate, he made profession of vows at Mount St Joseph on 12 
August 1954. He then volunteered to serve in the Canadian province and 
spent the remainder of his working life in Canada, making his final 
profession in Longueuil, Montreal, on 27 August 1957. 
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He graduated from Ottawa University with a BA degree in 1966. 
He also obtained complimentary and superior diplomas from the same 
university. He taught in several Presentation Brothers schools in Canada, 
including Luke Callaghan, St Aloysius, St Jude’s Greenfield Park, Prince 
George and Catholic High School, Verdun, Quebec. A man of ability and 
dedication, he served in several posts of responsibility, including principal, 
community leader and province team member and province leader. He was 
one of the last Presentation Brothers to serve with in the archdiocese of 
Montreal. Before he departed in 2001, he was the recipient of a letter of 
appreciation and thanks from HE Cardinal Jean-Claude Turcote, 
archbishop of Montreal, for his services and those of his colleagues in the 
Presentation Brothers to the archdiocese.  

He returned to Ireland in 2001, spending his later years in 
Glasthule, Co. Dublin. Following a serious illness, he moved to Maiville, 
Cork, in 2014. When his general health, especially his mobility, 
deteriorated in 2017, he was transferred to Farranlea Community Nursing 
Unit, Cork, where he remained until his death on 21 December 2021. He 
was interred at the Presentation Brothers cemetery, Mount St Joseph, Cork.    

Fitzpatrick, Edmund Angelus (1932-2015) 
Edmund Fitzpatrick, son of James Fitzpatrick and his 
wife, Ellen Murnane, was born in Boolahalla, 
Newcastle, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary, on 21 July 1932 
and baptised in the Catholic church, Newcastle, two 
days later. He entered the Presentation Brothers 
Juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, in August 
1947. He received the religious habit, together with a 
new name, Brother Angelus, at Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 6 August 1949. 
At the end of his novitiate, he made profession of vows on 12 August 1951. 
Three years later, he made his perpetual profession on 12 August 1954. 
  He qualified as a teacher at De La Salle Teacher Training College, 
Waterford, in 1954 and on 12 August the same year made his final 



 

100 
 

profession of vows. He then began a very successful career as a teacher in 
St Joseph’s School Mardyke, Birr, Cobh, Greenmount, Killarney and 
Milltown. In most of these places he held the posts of superior or principal 
or both. During the years 1975-1978, he was Director of Formation at 
Mount St Joseph. He was an avid and knowledgeable gardener and easily 
mastered the secrets of driving heavy machines, such as tractors and JCBs. 
He personally did some notable land reclamation while he was principal of 
St Joseph’s School, Mardyke, Cork. 

During his youth, he was a skilful hurler, and his name and 
photograph can be found in pictures of teams, the membership of which 
was drawn from young Presentation Brothers or the young men in places 
where he lived and taught. In his later years, however, he became afflicted 
with Parkinson’s disease, an infirmity which he bore with patience and 
resignation. He spent his retirement years in Mount St Joseph, where one of 
his great pleasures was the care of flowers and shrubs. He was a serious 
reader and liked to discuss philosophical and theological matters. He died 
peacefully in Farranlea Nursing Home, Cork, on 5 June 2015. He was 
interred in the Presentation Brothers cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney 
Street, Cork.  
 
Fitzpatrick, Joseph Benedict (1901-1985) 
Joseph Fitzpatrick, son of Patrick Fitzpatrick and his 
wife, Mary O’Connell, was born in Swinford, Co. 
Mayo, on 3 March, 1901. He attended the local 
National school, before entering the novitiate of the 
Presentation Brothers, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 21 
November, 1917. He received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Benedict, 
on 30 May, 1918. His new patron saint, St Benedict of 
Nursia, was an Italian monk, who was the founder of 
the Benedictine Order, as well as the founder the famous Monastery of Monte 
Casino, Italy.  
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At the end of his novitiate, Brother Benedict made profession of 
religious vows on 21 November, 1920. He taught in Cork for some years, in 
addition to attending the National University of Ireland, Cork, where he 
obtained a BA and Higher Diploma in Education. He was appointed Superior 
and Headmaster of Presentation College, Reading in 1932. In 1941, he was 
appointed Provincial leader in England, but declined to accept the 
appointment. Brother Dunstan Curtin was then appointed in his place and 
Benedict was appointed to the provincial leadership team, a position which he 
accepted and retained for six years. At this stage, he was transferred to the 
Canadian province, where he taught for several years in schools of the 
Presentation Brothers in the Montreal area. When he retired from teaching, he 
acted as school secretary at Coláiste an Spioraid Naoimh, Bishopstown. During 
this time, he resided at Coláiste Therése, Greenmount, where he supervised 
study for students in the evening. He died there on 24 October, 1985, aged 84 
years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Cork.  

Fitzpatrick, Patrick John (1892-1974) 
Patrick Fitzpatrick, son of James Fitzpatrick and his wife, 
Bridget Connell, was born in Carrigaline, Rathmore, Co. 
Kerry, on 15 August, 1892. He was educated at the local 
National School, before entering the novitiate of the 
Presentation Brothers, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 1 
February, 1908. He received the religious habit, together 
with a new religious name, Brother John, on 15 August, 
1908. His new patron saint was St John the Evangelist, one of the sons of 
Zebedee, and an early disciple of Jesus.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother John made his religious 
profession on 15 August, 1910. One of his first assignments was as teacher at 
St Vincent’s Orphanage, Orpington, where he spent several years. He 
returned to Ireland in 1923 and taught in Carrick-on-Shannon, St Patrick’s 
Greenmount, Milltown and Kinsale. In his later years, he lost his voice, 
consequent to throat surgery and he had to retire from the classroom. One of 
his hobbies, however, continued to be mathematical puzzles, which he shared 
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with his friends. He was also a keen and proficient angler. He spent his last 
years in Killarney, where he died on 23 December, 1974, aged 82 years. He 
was interred in the cemetery attached to the old monastery, his remains being 
subsequently translated to the Presentation Brothers burial plot, Aghadoe 
cemetery, overlooking the Lakes of Killarney.  

Flahive, David Ignatius (1921-1996) 
David Flahive, son of Patrick Flahive and his wife, 
Catherine Leane, was born at Shanakeslee, 
Castlemaine, Co. Kerry, on 6 June, 1921, and baptised 
in Castlemaine Catholic church two days later. He was 
educated at Castlemaine National School, before 
entering the Presentation Brothers’ juniorate, Coláiste 
Muire, Douglas, Cork, in August, 1933. At the 
conclusion of his secondary schooling, he applied for 
entry to the Presentation Brothers, and, on being 
accepted, he received the religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Ignatius, at Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1938. His new patron 
saint, St Ignatius of Loyola (1491-1556), was a Spanish soldier, who founded 
the Jesuit Order. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Ignatius made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1940. He attended the National University 
of Ireland, Cork, where he obtained an Honours BA degree in 1944. He 
obtained his Higher Diploma in Education in 1946, while teaching at his alma 
mater, Coláiste Muire. In 1947, he volunteered for the West Indian Mission and 
was one of a small group of Presentation Brothers who took over the 
administration of St Benedict’s College, San Fernando, in January, 1948. They 
renamed it Presentation College, San Fernando. In 1954, he was transferred to 
St Mary’s College, St Lucia, where he was appointed superior and principal 
(1955-1961). At the end of his term of office, he was transferred to Trinidad 
and appointed superior of Presentation College, Chaguanas. In 1962, he fell ill 
and, after surgery, returned to Ireland. With his cancer in remission, he 
wanted to get back to work, so he was appointed superior (1963-1966) and 
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principal (1963-1964) of Presentation College, Bray. In 1966, however, his 
illness returned and he was transferred to Cork. He died at the Bon Secours 
Hospital, Cork, on 4 December, 1966, aged 45 years. He was interred in the 
cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  

 
Flanagan, Martin Chrysostom (1914-1999) 
Martin Flanagan, son of Thomas Flanagan and his wife, 
Mary Carthy, was born in Klonleen, Dromore, Co. 
Leitrim, on 27 August, 1914. He was educated at the 
local National school, and at Presentation Brothers’ 
school, Carrick-on-Shannon, before entering the 
Presentation Brothers Juniorate,  Coláiste Muire. 
Douglas, Cork, 1930. On completion of his secondary 
schooling, he applied for entry to the Presentation 
Brothers and, on being accepted, he received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Chrysostom, at 
Mount St Joseph on 20 February, 1932. His new patron saint, St John 
Crysostom (347-407 AD), was a famous preacher, known as the >Golden 
Mouth’.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Chrysostom made profession of 
vows at Mount St Joseph on 24 February, 1934. He then attended De La Salle 
Teacher Training College, Waterford, where he qualified as a National 
Teacher in 1939. One of his early appointments was Cobh (1940-1944), to 
where he subsequently returned several times. From Cobh, he went to 
Milltown (1944-1945), after which he joined the English province, where he 
taught, first in Orpington (1945-1950) and then at Presentation College, 
Reading (1950-1954), where he set up a menagerie that survived for many 
years after his return to Ireland in 1954. Back in Ireland, he spent some years 
(1954-1958) teaching in Killarney, before his return to Cobh (1958-1962), 
where he was deputy principal and bursar. From 1962 to 1966, he was 
stationed in Kinsale, but he again returned to Cobh in 1966 and remained 
teaching there until he retired in 1979. He then went to Killarney, where he 
intended to spend his retirement years. When his health deteriorated, 
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however, he returned to Cobh. He died at the Bon Secours Hospital, Cobh, 
on 6 June, 1999, aged 84 years. He was interred in the cemetery attached to 
Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  He had a lively interest in party 
politics. 

Fleming, Edward Majella (1889-1957) 
Edward Fleming, son of John Fleming and his wife, 
Margaret Browne, was born in Beau Street, Youghal, 
Co. Cork, and baptised in the parish church, Youghal, 
on 21 November, 1889. He attended the Christian 
Brothers School, Youghal, before entering the 
novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, Mount St 
Joseph, Cork, on 1 September, 1905. He received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Majella, on 10 March, 1906. His new patron 
saint, Gerard Majella (1726-1755), was born in Muro, Italy, joined the 
Redemptorist congregation, and is the patron saint of expectant mothers.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Majella made profession of 
vows on 27 March, 1910. He taught in Letterkenny and Carrick-on-Shannon 
before joining the Canadian province in 1923. He qualified as a teacher under 
the regulations of the Montreal School Board and was very successful, 
especially in teaching singing and conducting choirs. He died suddenly on 10 
December, 1957, aged 68 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ 
burial plot, St Antoine cemetery, Longueuil, Quebec. 

 
Fleming, John Francis (1812-1858) 
To date, there is no record of the birthplace or parentage of John Fleming, 
apart from the fact that he was born about 1812. He entered the novitiate of 
the Presentation Brothers at the South Monastery, Cork, in 1851. When 
receiving the religious habit, he also received a new religious name, Brother 
Francis. His new patron saint was the great St Francis of Assisi (1181-1226), 
founder of the Franciscan Order. On completion of his novitiate, Brother 
Francis made profession of vows in 1853. He died 16 June, 1858, aged 46 
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years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ vault, South Monastery, 
now located in Nano Nagle House, Douglas Street, Cork. 

Flood, James Claver (1924-2016) 
James Flood, son of Patrick Flood and his wife, 
Margaret Johnstone, was born in Killybandrick, 
Redhills, Co. Cavan, on 13 August 1924. He entered the 
Presentation Brothers Juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, 
Cork, in August 1937, where he completed his 
Intermediate and Leaving Certificate examinations. He 
joined the Presentation Brothers at Mount St Joseph, 
Cork, receiving the religious habit, together with a new 
name, Brother Claver, on 12 August 1941. On completion of his novitiate, he 
made profession of vows on 12 August 1943. Three years later, he made 
perpetual vows. 

He studied at De La Salle Teacher Training College, Waterford, 
where he qualified as a teacher. After making his final profession, he was 
transferred to England, where he taught successively at St Vincent’s School, 
Dartford, Kent, and St Thomas More School, West Grinstead, Sussex. On his 
return to Ireland, he taught at several Presentation Brothers schools in 
Ireland, including at St Joseph’s Mardyke, St Joseph’s Greenmount, Bray, 
Kinsale, Coláiste Therése Greenmount, Killarney and Milltown. He held the 
posts of superior and/or principal in several schools and houses. When not 
holding either of these posts he was appointed bursar. He was a keen golfer. 

He spent his final years at Our Lady of Lourdes Care Facility, 
Kilcummin, Co. Kerry, where he always welcomed visitors and kept abreast of 
world affairs. He died peacefully there on 5 May 2016, and he was interred in 
the Presentation Brothers burial plot in Aghadoe cemetery, overlooking the 
lakes of Killarney.  
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Foran, Michael Paul (1918-1995) 
Michael Foran, son of Michael Foran and his wife, 
Bridget Ashe, was born in Annnascaul, Co. Kerry, on 
15 November, 1918. He was educated at Lougher 
National School, before entering the Presentation 
Brothers juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, in 
August, 1932. On completion of his secondary 
schooling, he entered the novitiate of the Presentation 
Brothers, Mount St Joseph, Cork, receiving the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Paul, on 6 August, 
1937. His new patron saint was the great St Paul of Tarsus, one of the greatest 
missionaries in the history of Christianity.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Paul made profession of 
vows on 6 August, 1939. After one year teaching practice, he entered De La 
Salle Teacher Training College, Waterford, where he qualified as a National 
Teacher in 1942. He then taught for some years in Cobh (1942-1949), before 
going to England, where he spent seven years (1949-1956) teaching at St 
Vincent’s Orphanage, Orpington. On his return to Ireland, he taught at 
Greenmount National School, where he was both superior and principal 
(1959-1962). In 1962, he was transferred to Cobh, where he was superior 
(1962-1965) and principal of the primary school (1962-1967). In 1967, he was 
transferred to Birr, where he was also principal of the primary school (1967-
1969). In 1969, he was transferred to Milltown, where he was superior (1971-
1974; 1977-1980). When the old Monastery in Milltown closed in 1992, he 
was transferred to Killarney. While returning from Mass at the Cathedral in 
Killarney on 7 December, 1994, he was struck by a car and died from his 
injuries on 25 January, 1995, aged 76 years. He was buried in the Presentation 
Brothers burial plot, Aghadoe cemetery, overlooking the Lakes of Killarney.  
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 Forde, Patrick Finian (1930-1971) 
Patrick Joseph Forde, son of Michael Forde and Ellen 
Lyons, was born in Killballyowen Lodge, Blarney Caste 
Estate, Co. Cork, on 6 July, 1930. He was educated at 
Blarney National School, before entering the 
Presentation Brothers Juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, 
in September, 1943. In 1946, he moved to the newly-
opened Coláiste Treasa, Passage West, where he 
completed his secondary schooling. He then entered the 
Presentation Brothers’ novitiate, Mount St Joseph, Cork, receiving the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Finian, on 12 
August, 1947. His new patron saint, St Finian (420-540), was one of the early 
Irish monastic saints, who founded the monastery of Clonard, Co. Meath.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Finian made profession of 
vows on 12 August, 1949. He then taught for a year at St Joseph’s school, 
Mardyke Cork, before entering De La Salle Teacher Training College, 
Waterford, where he qualified as a National teacher. After qualification, he 
was transferred to the South Monastery, where he was very active in extra-
curricular activities, especially school-boy accordion bands. Subsequently, he 
was transferred to Killarney, where, again, he turned out some great accordion 
bands. His next assignment was in August, 1965, to Presentation College, 
Bray, where he was given the post of bursar. Here, he quickly settled in and 
was soon completely absorbed in the work of the primary school. In 1969, 
however, he was appointed principal of the National school in Birr, Co. 
Offaly, and brought to this task his usual zest and enthusiasm. Less than two 
years later, however, he was struck down with an incurable cancer, from 
which, after months of suffering, he died in the District Hospital Birr, on 11 
August, 1971, aged 41 years. He was interred in the cemetery attached to 
Mount St Joseph, Cork.  

Foxe, John Finbarr (1888-1965) 
John Francis Foxe, son of Anthony Foxe and his wife, Catherine Golden, was 
born in Limerick City on 22 June, 1887, and baptised in the local Catholic 
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church three days later. He subsequently moved to 
Cork City with his family. Both his parents were 
elementary school teachers, his father becoming 
principal of the Model School in Cork, while his mother 
was a teacher in the same school. The family lived 
initially in Gillabbey Street, later moving to 
Beechmount Place, St Luke’s, Cork (1901, 1911 
census). John was educated at Presentation College, 
Cork (1901-1906), after which he entered the National University of Ireland, 
Cork, where he graduated in languages. He then immigrated to Canada and 
entered the Presentation Brothers’ novitiate, Longueuil, Quebec, on 24 
September, 1915. At his reception on 8 April, 1916, he received the religious 
habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Finbarr, his new patron 
saint being the renowned patron saint of Cork.  

After profession on 4 May, 1918, he taught at Chaveau School, 
Pointe St Charles, the first Presentation Brothers school in Montreal. 
Subsequently, Chaveau School was renamed St Gabriel’s School and, later 
again, Canon O’Meara Academy.  Brother Finbarr continued to teach at St 
Gabriel’s, even when it combined with another school and moved to a new 
site in Adam Street, in the east of Montreal. He spent his later years in 
Longueuil, where he died on 20 January, 1965, at the age of 76 years. He was 
interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, St Antoine cemetery, 
Longueuil, Quebec. 

Gaffney, Stephen Patrick (1884-1967) 
Stephen Gaffney, son of Martin Gaffney and his wife, 
Bridget McNiff, was born in Gluckawn, Drumkeerin, Co. 
Leitrim, on 29 October, 1884. He attended the local 
National school before entering the Presentation 
Brothers novitiate, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 5 
November, 1904. He received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Patrick, on 6 
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May, 1905. His new patron saint was St Patrick 461), ational patron of 
Ireland.At the end of his novitiate, Brother Patrick made profession of vows 
on 15 August, 1907. He qualified as a National teacher and taught in Cork for 
some years before joining the Canadian province. He was a member of the 
founding community in Cornwall, Ontario, in 1913. The Brothers 
encountered an unexpected difficulty in Cornwall when the Orange Order-
dominated Education Council refused to recognise the teacher’s certificates 
held by the Brothers from the National Board of Education in Ireland. The 
Brothers were, consequently, compelled to sit an entrance examination for 
entry to the Normal School in Ottawa, spend a year in training there and then 
sit the Ontario Teacher’s Diploma examination. They all, including Brother 
Patrick, passed comfortably. Subsequently, Brother Patrick was transferred to 
Montreal, where he became Superior and Principal of Catholic High School 
(1935-1938). In 1938, he returned to Cornwall, where he became superior for 
two terms (1938-1944), after which he returned to Montreal as superior of St 
Michael’s School. In all, he was superior in Cornwall for six terms and, after 
serving these terms, he was usually called to Montreal to become superior in 
one of the Montreal houses. There was general regret among parents and past 
students when he and the other Presentation Brothers finally departed from 
Cornwall in 1959. Brother Patrick was a delegate to the 1937 General Chapter 
in Cork. He spent his final years in the novitiate at Longueuil, where he died 
on 21 August, 1967, aged 83 years. He was interred in the Presentation 
Brothers’ burial plot, St Antoine cemetery, Longueuil, Quebec.  

Gaynor, Patrick Liguori (1819-1892) 
Patrick Gaynor was born in West Limerick in 1819. He 
entered the Presentation Brothers in Milltown, Co. 
Kerry, on 6 August, 1843. On completion of a period 
of postulancy, he received the religious habit, together 
with a new religious name, Brother Alphonsus 
Liguouri, from Brother Paul Townsend in August, 
1844. His new patron saint, St Alphonsus Liguori 
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(1696-1787), was an Italian bishop who founded the Redemptorist 
congregation. Two years later, he made profession of vows in Killarney. At 
that time, and up to 1889, the local bishop was the higher superior of the 
Brothers and one of the ways in which the Bishop of Kerry at the time, Most 
Rev Dr Egan, made his presence felt was by refusing to permit Brother 
Liguouri to pronounce his final vows, insisting, instead, that he renew his 
vows annually. When his successor, Most Rev Dr Moriarty, was appointed, 
one of his first public acts was to officiate at the final profession of Brother 
Liguori. 

Brother Liguori was superior for several terms in Killarney (1850-
1854; 1857-1865; 1888-1892). He was largely instrumental in completing the 
building of the monastery and school in Killarney and, to raise the necessary 
funds, he went questing in many parts of Ireland and England. He gave 
evidence before the Powis Commission of Inquiry into Education in Ireland 
in 1868. He wrote detailed reports in the house annals of important events in 
the life and work of the Killarney community. The old Presentation Brothers’ 
monastery in Killarney was designed by Augustus Welby Northcote Pugin, the 
greatest British architect of the age and the father of the Gothic revival in 
architecture in the United Kingdom. Brother Liguori noted in the Killarney 
annals, that, while the Earl of Ross and members of the local gentry suggested 
that Pugin be engaged, the Brothers were left to pay the 40 guineas fee for the 
architect’s sketch of the proposed monastery. In November, 1997, the 
Presentation Brothers vacated Pugin’s building (which is still in use) and 
moved to a bungalow nearby. Liguori died in the monastery, Killarney, on 12 
June, 1892, aged 73 years. He was interred in the old monastery, his remains 
being subsequently translated to the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, 
Aghadoe cemetery, overlooking the Lakes of Killarney. 
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Gillis, Alexander Luke (1913-1991) 
Alexamder Gillis, son of John J Gillis and his wife, 
Catherine McDonald, was born in Cape Breton 
island, Nova Scotia, Canada, on 9 January, 1913. He 
was educated at the local Catholic school and 
entered the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers’ in 
Longueuil, Quebec, on 18 September, 1928. He 
received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Luke, at Longueuil on 15 
August, 1929. On completion of his novitiate, he made his religious 
profession on 16 July, 1931. He then qualified as a teacher, obtaining the 
Superior Diploma with honours from the Deapartment of Education, 
Quebec, followed by aBA from the University of Montreal and an MA from 
the University of Ottawa. under the regulations of the Montreal School 
Board, after which he taught in several schools of the Presentation Brothers, 
including St Aloysius, Canon O’Meara, Luke Callaghan, Daniel O’Connell 
High School, Montreal, where he was principal (1965-1968) and Verdun 
Catholic High School. 

Brother Luke was a member of the founding community in Prince 
George, BC, when it opened in 1968. He also taught in the Presentation 
Brothers school in Dawson Creek, BC. He was vocations Director for the 
Canadian province from 1974 to 1989. He died at Longueuil, Quebec, on 15 
May, 1991, aged 78 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial 
plot, Longueuil cemetery. In his later years, he devoted much of his leisure 
time to painting and four of his paintings now hang in the Edmund Rice 
Heritage and Study Centre, Mardyke House, Cork. 
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Giroux, John Francis Philip (1918-2013) 
John Francis Giroux was born in Montreal on 5 
February 1918. He attended a Presentation Brothers 
school in that city and entered that congregation at 
the age of eighteen. He received the religious habit, 
together with a new name, Brother Philip, at the 
novitiate in Longueuil, Quebec, on 15 August 1935. 
At the end of his novitiate, he made first profession 
of vows on 15 August 1937. Three years later, he 
made his perpetual profession.  

After qualifying as a teacher, Brother Philip taught in several 
Presentation schools in the province of Quebec, beginning with Daniel 
O’Connell High School in St Augustine parish, and remaining there until 
1944. He was assigned to Catholic High School, Montreal, in 1946 and he 
continue there until 1958. He was then appointed province leader, a post he 
held for the next six years. In 1963, he was assigned to Leroux School in Ville 
LaSalle, Quebec. This school subsequently evolved into LaSalle Catholic High 
School. In 1966, the Presentation Brothers withdrew from LaSalle to 
concentrate on Verdun Catholic High School. Brother Philip was appointed 
Principal there, remaining in that post until the eve of his retirement in 1982. 
Then he took up duties at Presentation High School, Montebello, Quebec, 
where he remained until it closed in 1988. His varied talents and his 
considerable experience made him an ideal person to open or close a 
community or school. Thus, his services were again sought in the early 
nineties when he became the last community leader at Longueuil, which 
closed in 1995. Finally, he was one of the last Presentation Brothers to leave 
their last house at 1125 Beatty Avenue, Verdun, when they finally departed 
from the province of Quebec in 2001. Eric Durocher, in his leading article in 
the Catholic Times of Montreal in April 2001 summed up Philip’s life in the 
heading, ‘Well Done, Brother’. 

In 2001, he was transferred to the Presentation Brothers residence at 
Cummer Avenue, Toronto, where he remained until declining health forced 
him to enter Marmara Nursing Facility, Toronto. Subsequently, he transferred 
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to La Salle Manor, Scarborough, Toronto, where in addition to appropriate 
care, he also had the opportunity to attend daily Mass. He died there on 29 
July 2018. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, 
Longueuil, Quebec.  

Glynn, Malachy Paschal (1920-1993)  
Malachy Christopher Glynn, son of Malachy Glynn 
and his wife, Margaret Brennan, was born in Bridge 
Street, Athenry, Co. Galway, on 24 November, 1920. 
He was educated at the local National school, before 
entering the Presentation Brothers’ juniorate, Coláiste 
Muire, Douglas, Cork, in September, 1934. On 
completion of his secondary education, he entered the 
novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, Mount St 
Joseph, Cork, receiving the religious habit, together 
with a new religious name, Brother Paschal, on 12 August, 1938. His new 
patron saint, St Paschal Baylon (1540-1592) was a Spanish Franciscan with a 
great devotion to the Blessed Sacrament. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Paschal made profession of vows 
on 6 August, 1940. He attended De La Salle Teacher Training College, 
Waterford, where he qualified as a National Teacher. He then taught in St 
Joseph’s School, Mardyke, Cork, for some years, where he developed school-
boy accordion and flageolet bands. He also taught in Birr, Cobh and Kinsale. 
He was principal of the junior schools in Glasthule and Bray. He was 
appointed Assistant Master of Novices in the 1950s, after which he 
established a special school in St Patrick’s Greenmount for pupils with 
impaired hearing. He retired in 1987 and took up residence at Coláiste Therése, 
Greenmount. His final years were spent at Mardyke House. He died at the 
Mercy Hospital, Cork, on 14 March, 1993, aged 72 years. He was interred in 
the cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, Cork.  
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Goggin, Michael Paul (1866-1899) 
Michael Goggin, son of Edmund and Hanna Goggin, was born in Kilshannig, 
Rathcormac, Co. Cork, in 1866.  He entered the novitiate of the Presentation 
Brothers at the South Monastery, Cork, on 24 August, 1888. He received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Paul, on 21 April, 
1889. His new patron want was the apostle Paul of Tarsus, one of the greatest 
Christian missionaries.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Paul made profession of 
vows on 25 April, 1891. He taught for some years at the South Monastery, 
but, gradually, his mental health declined. On 28 June, 1897, he became a 
patient at Linville, a private nursing home in Blackrock, where he died on 26 
December, 1899, aged 33 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers 
tomb in the South Monastery, now located in Nano Nagle House, Douglas 
Street, Cork.  

 
Griffin, Edmund Fergus (1916-1981) 
Edmund Griffin, son of John Griffin and his wife, 
Nora O’Connor, was born in Cordal, Castleisland, 
Co. Kerry, on 17 February, 1916, and baptised in the 
Castleisland Catholic church the following day. He 
was educated at the local National school, before 
entering Jeffer’s Educational Institute, Tralee in 1929. 
In August, 1931, he entered the Presentation 
Brothers’ juniorate, Coláiste Muire,, Douglas, Cork, 
where he completed his secondary schooling. On 
deciding to become a Presentation Brother, he 
received the religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother 
Fergus, at Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 12 August, 1936. His new patron saint, 
Fergus, was an Irish bishop who went to Scotland as a missionary and who 
died about 750 AD.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Fergus made profession of 
vows at Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1938. He then taught in the South 
Monastery primary school, Cork, before entering De La Salle Teacher’s 
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College, Waterford, where he qualified as a primary teacher in 1943. He was 
then appointed to teach at Scoil Chríost Rí, Cork. During this period he 
attended the National University of Ireland, Cork, and obtained a BA degree 
in 1945 and a Higher Diploma in Education in 1946. He also studied art at the 
Crawford School of Art. In 1947, he volunteered for the Caribbean Mission 
and in January, 1948, was one of a small group of Presentation Brothers who 
took over the administration of St Benedict’s College, San Fernando, 
Trinidad, renaming it Presentation College. Here he taught English and art 
and had, among his students, Mr Basdeo Panday, subsequently Prime Minister 
of Trinidad (1995-2001). In his spare time, Brother Fergus worked at his art 
and held several exhibitions in Trinidad. In 1964, he took study leave at the 
University of London (LIE) and obtained an additional postgraduate Diploma 
in the Teaching of Art and Crafts. On his return to Trinidad, he joined the 
staff of Presentation College, Chaguanas, and taught there until his move to 
England in 1968. He was then appointed Head of Art at Presentation College, 
Reading, where he taught until his sudden death from a heart attack on 14 
June, 1981, at the age of 65. He was interred in Presentation Brothers’ burial 
plot, Henley Road cemetery, Reading, Berkshire.  

Brother Fergus’ paintings were exhibited in Trinidad, USA and at the 
Royal Academy of Modern Art, London. The annals of the Art Society of 
Trinidad and Tobago contain the following entry under Brother Fergus’ 
name: 

One of the most prominent painters in Trinidad and Tobago, he has 
shown locally, in Britain and in the United States. He is represented 
in several collections here and abroad. An excellent teacher, he was a 
founding father of the Southern Arts Society in San Fernando. (T&T 
Arts Society, 2008, in Feheney, 2009) 
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Griffin, John Xavier (1893-1970) 
John Francis Griffin, son of Edmund Griffin and his 
wife, Ellen Knightly, was born in Ballinahalla, 
Castleisland, Co. Kerry, on 17 August, 1893. The 
ancient name of his home parish was Cordal, but it is 
now incorporated in the modern parish of 
Castleisland. He attended the local National school 
before entering the novitiate of the Presentation 
Brothers, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 25 March, 1908. 
He received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Xavier, on 1 November, 
1908. His new patron saint, St Francis Xavier (1506-1552), was a Spanish 
Jesuit, who became one of the early companions of St Ignatius of Loyola. He 
travelled as a missionary to India, China, Borneo and the Moluccas and is 
patron saint of the Catholic foreign missions.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Xavier made profession of vows 
on 17 August, 1910. He qualified as a teacher and attained the envied 
classification of >Highly Efficient’. He taught in Kinsale, where he was 
superior (1925-1928; 1931-1934); at the South Monastery, where he was 
superior (1934-1935), and in Birr, where he was superior (1935-1936). In 
1936, he was appointed superior at the novitiate, Mount St Joseph. After this, 
he began what was to become one of the ministries for which he is widely 
remembered i.e. visiting schools promoting vocations and recruiting new 
aspirants. In the late 1940s and early 1950s, he was Assistant Master of 
Novices at Mount St Joseph and, in 1951, he was appointed Bursar General 
of the Presentation Brothers. He resigned this post after a few years. He spent 
some of his retirement years in Glasthule and more in Killarney. He died at 
the Mercy Hospital, Cork, on 14 March, 1970, aged 76 years.  He was interred 
in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph. He was a tall striking figure, 6ft 5 ins. in 
height, with good organising ability and with great fluency of speech. 
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Griffin, Patrick Evangelist (1890-1982) 
Patrick Griffin, son of Michael Griffin and his 
wife, Catherine Cohey, born in Dromin, Killorglin, 
Co. Kerry, on 17 March, 1890, and baptised in the 
parish church three days later. He was educated at 
the local National school, before transferring to 
the Presentation Brothers School, Milltown, Co. 
Kerry, where Brother Daniel Ambrose Riordan 
offered tuition for civil service scholarships. When 
Patrick had completed his primary schooling, 
Brother Ambrose suggested that he apply for 
admission to the Presentation Brothers novitiate, Mount St Joseph, Cork, and 
young Patrick agreed. He received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Evangelist, at Mount St Joseph on 23 December, 
1907. On completion of his novitiate, he made profession of vows on 27 
March, 1910.  

A keen student, with great intellectual ability, he learned effortlessly. 
After profession, he was sent to teach in the Presentation Brothers’ 
Intermediate School in Boyle, Co. Roscommon. He studied privately and 
obtained a BA (external) in languages from the University of London in 1925. 
His next assignment was teaching at Presentation College, Cork, an institution 
with which his name soon became associated. He was a splendid Latin 
teacher, several of his students obtaining full marks in the Irish Leaving 
Certificate Examinations over the years. He continued his study and obtained 
an MA in English Literature, with first class honours, from the National 
University of Ireland. He was appointed first superior of Mardyke House, 
Cork, in 1922, and principal of Presentation College in 1937. He was 
appointed to the Congregation Leadership team in 1937 and retained this post 
for twenty years, until 1957. When he was elected Congregational Leader in 
1945, he had to relinquish his post as principal of Presentation College, but, at 
the end of his term of office, he returned to >Pres’ as principal, continuing 
until he reached retirement age in 1956.  
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While he was Congregational Leader, he launched the West Indian 
mission in 1947, supervising arrangements for the take over of St Mary’s 
College, St Lucia, St Benedict’s College, San Fernando, Trinidad, and the 
opening of Presentation College, Granada. During the years 1949-1951, while 
he was Congregational Leader, he taught the subjects, Latin, Mathematics, 
English and History to novices studying for their Leaving Certificate at Mount 
St Joseph. As an administrator, he was a great note taker and had a great 
quantity of factual information about the Presentation Brothers’ property and 
personnel. Though he was not good at sharing information, unless asked a 
specific question, he did leave detailed, if assorted, notes that have proved 
very helpful to the present writer. His notes on the names and dates of 
appointment of local and provincial superiors, have been particularly helpful. 
In his later years, he suffered from dementia and, during his last months, he 
was cared for at Mount Desert Nursing Home, Cork, where he died on 13 
June, 1981, aged 91 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St 
Joseph, Cork.  

 
Guckian, Anthony Ferdinand (1926-1974) 
Anthony Guckian, son of Joseph Guckian and his 
wife, Bridget McHugh, was born in Annaghkenty, 
Keshkerrigan, Co. Leitrim, on 12 July, 1926. Two days 
later, he was baptised in the local Catholic church. He 
was educated at Keshkerrigan National School, before 
entering the Presentation Brothers’ juniorate, Coláiste 
Muire, Douglas, Cork, in August, 1940. On completion 
of his secondary schooling, he entered the Presentation 
Brothers, receiving the religious habit, together with a 
new religious name, Brother Ferdinand, at Mount St 
Joseph, Cork, on 12 August, 1944. His new patron saint was St Ferdinand III, 
King of Castile, who founded the University of Salamanca, where many Irish 
students were trained for the priesthood in penal times.  

On completion of his novitiate, he made profession of vows on 12 
August, 1946. He then entered De La Salle Teacher’s College, Waterford, to 
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study for a teaching qualification. At the end of first year, however, he became 
ill and tuberculosis was diagnosed. He was immediately hospitalised and 
underwent surgery to remove the diseased parts of his lungs. Though the 
surgery was successful and the progress of tuberculosis arrested, his weakened 
lungs were ever after subject to bronchial infections. His health was 
considered too delicate to permit his return to the Teachers’ college, but he 
continued his studies and obtained a BA degree (external) from the University 
of London. He then decided to try the Caribbean climate, hoping that it 
would be beneficial to his health. He sailed for Barbados in August, 1959, and 
soon found that the climate there enabled him to return to the classroom.  

He also continued his studies and obtained a Master’s degree in 
English literature from the University of the West Indies and a Master of Arts 
(Education) degree from Loyola University, Los Angeles. He was appointed 
Superior and Headmaster of Presentation College, Barbados, in 1971, and 
proved a great success. He initiated charitable work for underprivileged 
children in nearby residential schools, encouraging the college students to 
help. His sudden death on 31 March, 1974, was symptomatic of his life and 
charitable work. He dived fully clothed into a swimming pool to save an 
orphan child from drowning. Though the child was saved, Brother Ferdinand 
died in the pool from a massive heart attack. He was 47 years of age. There 
were representatives from every local organisation and every religious 
denomination at his funeral in the Cathedral in Bridgetown, Barbados, and a 
large crowd attended his interment in St John’s cemetery. 
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Guinane, Michael Clement (1905-1985) 
Michael Guinane, son of William Guinane and 
his wife, Margaret Staffe, was born in Coolbeg, 
Kildimo, Co. Limerick, on 10 October, 1905, and 
baptised in Kildimo parish church two days later. 
He attended the local National School, before 
entering the Presentation Brothers’ Preparatory 
School, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 26 October, 
1922. He received the religious habit, together 
with a new religious name, Brother Clement, on 3 
April, 1923. His new patron saint, St Clement of 
Alexandria (150-215) is one of the Fathers of the Catholic Church. 

On completion of his novitiate, he made his religious profession on 
12 April, 1925. He taught in Presentation schools in Cork, Glasthule, Bray, 
Dungannon (1926), Carrick-on-Shannon, and England. He spent his 
retirement years in >Maiville’, Turner’s Cross, Cork, where he died on 1 
November, 1985. He was buried in the cemetery attached to Mount St 
Joseph, Cork. He was a man with a remarkable memory, needing to hear 
facts, such as dates of birth, only once, to remember them ever after. In his 
youth, he was an enthusiastic and effective hurler.  

Guiney, Patrick Finian (1905-1941) 
Patrick Guiney, son of Denis Guiney and Hannah 
Murphy, was born in Knockeencreen, 
Knocknagoshel, Co. Kerry, on 17 March, 1905. He 
was educated at the local National school, before 
entering the Presentation Brothers’ novitiate, Mount 
St Joseph, Cork, on 10 September, 1921. He received 
the religious habit, together with a new religious 
name, Brother Finian, at Mount St Joseph on 29 June, 
1922. He attended the National University of Ireland, 
Cork, and obtained a BA degree in languages, together with a Higher Diploma 
in Education. He taught in Bray, where he was superior and principal of the 
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secondary school (1934-1937). In 1937, he was transferred to Mardyke House, 
Cork, and taught at Presentation College, until his transfer to Enniskillen in 
1943. In Enniskillen, he was very active in co- and extra-curricular activities, 
including the Past Pupils Union, the GAA and the Gaelic League. In 1946, he 
had a serious fall, from which he developed severe concussion, leading to his 
death on 31 December, 1946, aged 41 years. He was interred in Enniskillen, 
Co. Fermanagh. 
 
Hanley, William Damian (1912-1970) 
William Hanley, son of Thomas Hanley and his wife, 
Kate Keane, was born in Carrigan, Craughwell, Co. 
Galway, on 7 April, 1912, and baptised in the 
Craughwell Catholic  church two days later. He was 
educated at Craughwell National School before 
entering the Presentation Brothers’ Preparatory School, 
Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 1 July, 1927. He received 
the religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Damian, on 31 December, 1912. His new 
patron saint, St Peter Damian (1007-1072) was a Benedictine monk, who 
became a famous theologian and teacher.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Damian made profession of 
vows on 31 December, 1929. After some time in the classroom, he studied 
languages at the National University of Ireland, Cork, where he obtainrf an 
Honours BA degree, followed by a Higher Diploma in Education. He then 
taught in Presentation College, Cobh; Presentation Brothers Intermediate 
School Enniskillen (1940-1943); Coláiste Muire, Douglas (1943-1945): 
Presentation Secondary School, Carrick-on-Shannon, where he was superior 
and first principal (1945-1951); Birr, where he was principal of the secondary 
school (1951-1957); Enniskillen |(1957); Presentation College, Bray (1957-
1965); Presentation College, Cork (1965). A very intelligent man, he was also 
an autodidact and taught himself fluent German. In the late 1960s, he began 
to suffer from cancer of the stomach, which failed to respond to medical 
treatment. He died at the Bon Secours Hospital, Cork, after a long illness on 9 
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February, 1970, aged 57 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St 
Joseph, Cork. He was one of the editors of the congregational journal, 
Timthire na Toirbhirte (1945, 1946, 1947). 

Harnett, James Eoghan (1921-1998) 
James Harnett, son of Maurice Barnett and his wife, 
Margaret O’Connor, was born in Rathoran, Duagh, 
Co. Kerry, on 2 June, 1921. He was educated at 
Duagh National School, before entering the 
Presentation Brothers’ juniorate, Coláiste Muire, 
Douglas, Cork, in August, 1935. At the end of his 
secondary schooling, he entered the Presentation 
Brothers, at Mount St Joseph, Cork, receiving the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Eoghan, on 6 August, 1940. His new patron 
saint, was St John the Baptist, whose name is Eoin 
or Owen in Irish. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Eoghan made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1942. After teaching for a year in the South 
Monastery, Cork city, he attended the National University of Ireland, Cork, 
where he obtained a BA degree in languages, and a Higher Diploma in 
Education. One of his early appointments was to Enniskillen in January, 1947, 
where he replaced Brother Finian Guiney, who had died, following an 
accident. Brother Eoghan remained in Enniskillen until 1957, when the 
diocesan clergy assumed control of the secondary (Grammar) school, which 
the Brothers had opened when they first came to Enniskillen in 1900. Eoghan 
was then transferred to Presentation College, Reading, where he remained 
until he took up an appointment at St Thomas More School, West Grinstead, 
Sussex, in 1962. When the Presentation Brothers withdrew from West 
Grinstead in 1974, Eoghan transferred to St Vincent’s School, Dartford, but 
went to work as a supervisor of Residential Homes for the Southwark 
Catholic Children’s Society. In 1980, he transferred to a new foundation in 
Grove Park, London SE 12, and remained there until this house closed in 
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1983. He then transferred back to Dartford, but this time to a new house at 6 
The Brent, Dartford, where he remained until his last illness. In his later years, 
he suffered from dementia. He died at Honeyfields Residential Home, 
Swanley, Kent, on 26 September, 1998, aged 77 years. He was interred in the 
Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, Henley Road, Reading, Berkshire. Eoghan 
was a man with good interpersonal skills and great gifts as a raconteur.  

Harrington, Jeremiah Joseph (1859-1890) 
Jeremiah Harrington was born about 1859. He entered the Presentation 
Brothers in the Killarney community. He died on 9 February, 1890, and was 
interred in the cemetery in the Monastery, Killarney. When the old monastery 
closed, his remains were translated to the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, 
Aghadoe cemetery, overlooking the Lakes of Killarney. This, at present, is the 
only information available about him. 
 
Harrington, John Hubert (1892-1972) 
John Harrington, son of Jeremiah Harrington and 
his wife, Catherine Griffin, was born in 
Cahermeelaboe, Castletownbere, Co. Cork, on 8 
February, 1892, and baptised in the local Catholic 
church six days later. There is delightful irony in the 
name of his townland of birth, Cahermeelaboe in 
Irish meaning the stone fort of a thousand cows. In 
reality, however, the land in the area is so rocky and 
the soil so infertile that it could support only a tiny 
fraction of a thousand cows. John attended the 
local National school before entering the novitiate of the Presentation 
Brothers, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 12 November, 1915. He received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Hubert, on 30 
May, 1918. His new patron saint, St Hubert (656-727 AD) was a French monk 
who became Bishop of Maastricht.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Hubert made profession of 
vows on 29 June, 1921. His profession was delayed because he was ill in 
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hospital for some months towards the end of 1918. Soon after his profession, 
he joined the English province and worked at St Joseph’s Orphanage, 
Orpington, for two years before joining the staff of St Vincent’s School, 
Dartford (1927-1957). After his retirement, he went to Twickenham as 
superior (1957-1961), before taking up residence in 1971 at Presentation 
College, Reading, where, for several years, he regularly supervised evening 
study classes. A residential wing of St Vincent’s School, Dartford, was called 
Hubert House, as a tribute to his memory. He died at Joyce Green Hospital, 
Dartford, on 26 December, 1972, aged 80 years. He was interred in the 
cemetery at St Vincent’s School, Dartford, his remains being later translated 
to the grounds of the new St Vincent’s parish church, Dartford, Kent.  

Hart, Lawrence Jerome (1909-1984) 
Lawrence C Hart, son of Patrick Hart and his wife, 
Bella Mullin, was born in the French quarter of the 
city of Montreal on 19 February, 1909. He attended 
a French school and learned to speak French 
fluently. Towards the end of his primary schooling, 
his family moved to Pointe St Charles, where the 
Presentation Brothers conducted Chaveau 
elementary school (later renamed Canon O’Meara 
School). Young Hart met the principal of this 
school, Brother Ireneus Ring, who became a mentor for the young man. 
Subsequently, Laurence Hart entered the novitiate of the Presentation 
Brothers at Verdun on 17 October, 1925. When he received the religious 
habit on 17 August, 1926, he also received a new religious name, Brother 
Jerome. His new patron saint was the great early biblical scholar, St Jerome, 
who translated the Bible from Greek into Latin.  

Brother Jerome made profession of vows on 15 August, 1928. He 
then studied at Concordia University, where he qualified as a teacher and 
obtained a degree. He taught in several of the Presentation Brothers schools 
in Montreal, including St Aloysius (1928-1934); St Patrick’s Academy, 
Sherbrooke (1934-1938); Daniel O’Connell High School in St Gabriel’s parish 
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(1938); Catholic High School (1940). In his later years he suffered long-time 
from diabetes, which led to severe leg ulcers and spells in hospital for 
treatment. Eventually his illness confined him to bed. Early in 1984, he was 
moved to Central Park Lodge Nursing Home, where he died on 21 April, 
1984, aged 75 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, 
Longueuil, Montreal. He was one of the first Canadian Presentation Brothers 
to research the Presentation Brothers mission in Pittsburgh, USA, 1845-1848. 
He also made himself familiar with the history of Blessed Edmund Rice and 
the early Brothers of the Presentation. 

Hawe, Eugene Anselm (1870B1939) 
Eugene Hawe, son of John and Deborah Hawe, was born in 
Newtownshandrum, Co. Cork, on 5 August, 1870. He attended the local 
National school, before entering Presentation College, Cork, to study for the 
Civil Service examination for entry to the Irish and British Colonial Civil 
service. After discussing the matter with Brother EJ Connolly, principal of the 
College, he abandoned his plans for a civil service career and sought entry to 
the Presentation Brothers novitiate, at the South Monastery, Cork. He entered 
on 19 January, 1889, and received the habit, together with a new religious 
name, Brother Anselm, on 2 September, 1889. His new patron saint, St 
Anselm was a Benedictine monk, who became Archbishop of Canterbury 
and, as a scholar, has a prominent place in the history of philosophy.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Anselm made profession of 
vows on 31 August, 1891. He qualified as a teacher under the Board of 
National Education and was regarded as a brilliant teacher. He taught in 
Kinsale, Birr (1911), Cobh, Killarney, Dungannon and Enniskillen. He spent 
his retirement years in Killarney, where he died on 4 July, 1939, aged 68 years. 
He was interred in the cemetery in the old monastery, but remains were 
subsequently removed to the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, Aghadoe 
cemetery, overlooking the Lakes of Killarney.  
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Hawkes, Francis Dominic (1860-1937) 
Francis Hawkes was born in North Main Street, Cork 
City, about 1860. He entered the Presentation 
Brothers’ novitiate, South Monastery, Cork, receiving 
the religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Dominic, in 1880, His new patron saint, St 
Dominic de Guzman, was a Spanish priest, who lead a 
religious crusade against the Albigensian Heresy and 
who founded the Dominican Order. 

It would seem that, after one year in the novitiate in Cork, he was 
transferred to St Vincent’s Industrial School, Dartford, where we find him 
listed in the 1881 census of England and Wales. He also sees to have made his 
religious profession in Dartford in 1882 and we find him listed there in the 
census of 1891, 1901 and 1911. In fact, he spent his entire religious life in 
Dartford, where he died on 3 May, 1937, aged 77 years. He was interred in the 
cemetery at St Vincent’s School, Dartford. When the school closed and the 
property was sold, his remains were translated to the Presentation Brothers’ 
burial plot, close to the new St Vincent’s Catholic church.   

Hegarty, Michael Felim (1878-1945) 
Michael Hegarty, son of Daniel Hegarty and his wife, 
Julia Lexton, was born in Lissacaha, Lower town, 
Skibbereen, Co. Cork, on 26 February, 1878. He was 
educated at the local National School, and entered the 
novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, Mount St 
Joseph, Cork, at the age of 25 years, on 1 April, 1903. 
He received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Felim, on 5 October, 1903. 
His new patron saint, St Felim, was an Irish hermit, 
who lived in the middle of the 6th century and who is the patron saint of the 
diocese of Kilmore (Co. Cavan).  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Felim made profession of vows 
on 10 October, 1905. He was a natural musician, and played the violin. He 
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used this talent both in community and in school, especially at St Joseph’s, 
Greenmount, where he helped train members of the brass band and in St 
Joseph’s Orphanage, Orpington. In 1913, he was one of six Presentation 
Brothers to launch a new school in Cornwall, Ontario. Brother Nicholas, one 
of the six founders, often told the story that the first morning the school 
opened in Cornwall, 300 noisy boys turned up. It was obvious that organising 
the boys into appropriate classes would take time, but, meantime, a plan was 
required to bring order and quiet to the multitude. Nicholas’ plan was to 
gather all the boys into the large assembly hall and get them seated. He then 
sent Brother Felim to get his violin and Nicholas took up his own flute and 
the two started to play some popular tunes. As the two musicians played, the 
other four Brothers (Angelus Keane, Patrick Gaffneys, Boromeo O’Neill and 
Neri McCarthy) removed the students in batches and organised them into 
classes. A crisis was thus avoided.  

Even though classes were soon organised and the Brothers made 
great progress in all aspects of their school, the local school board caused 
them great annoyance and frustration. This is discussed in some detail 
elsewhere (Feheney, 2011), but the essentials of the case were as follows: the 
School Board, which had a majority of anti-Catholic Orangemen, refused to 
recognise the Teacher Certificates, which the Brothers held from the Irish 
National Board of Education, and insisted that each Brother spend one year 
at the Ontario Teacher Training College and then sit the usual examination 
for an Ontario Teacher’s Certificate. This, Brother Felim and his colleagues 
did, though under protest. Each of them, in turn, attended the Normal School 
for a year and sat and passed the required examination comfortably. The 
incident, however, laid bare the religious bigotry for which the province of 
Ontario was well known.  

Apart from two assignments, one to St Patrick’s Academy, 
Sherbrooke (1934-1935) and one at St Gabriel’s School, Pointe St Charles, 
Montreal (1938-1940), Brother Felim spent the remainder of his life in 
Cornwall. In addition to providing music on his violin for concerts and 
theatricals, he also took summer courses in art and became proficient in 
painting. He died in Cornwall on 7 January, 1945, aged 66 years. He was 



 

128 
 

interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, St Antoine cemetery, 
Longueuil, Quebec.  

Hennessy, Michael Xavier (1829-1852) 
Little is known about Michael Hennessy. Neither the names of his parents or 
the place of his birth have come down to us. He received the religious habit, 
together with a new name, Brother Xavier, at the South Monastery, Cork, in 
1850. As he came near the end of his novitiate, he died suddenly at the South 
Monastery on 17 May, 1852, aged 23 years. He was interred in the 
Presentation Brothers’ vault at the South Monastery. This is now located in 
the grounds of Nano Nagle House, Douglas Street, Cork  

Herlihy, Patrick Callistus (1929-2004) 
Patrick Herlihy, son of Patrick Herlihy and his wife, 
Jane Cotter, was born in Ahane, Knocknagoshel, Co. 
Kerry, on 8 March, 1929, and baptised in 
Knocknagoshel Catholic church the following day. He 
was educated at Knocknagoshel National School, 
before entering the Presentation Brothers juniorate, 
Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, on 1 September, 1942. 
On completion of his secondary schooling, he received 
the religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Calistus, at Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 12 
August, 1946. His new patron saint, St Callistus (d.222 AD), was an early 
Pope, whose compassion and forgiveness were famous. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Callistus made profession of 
vows at Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1948. He then attended the National 
University of Ireland, Cork, where he obtained a BA degree (1950). This was 
followed by a Higher Diploma in Education from the same university (1951). 
He taught at Presentation College, Cobh (1951-1953) and St Brendan’s 
Secondary School, Birr (1953-1958), where he was principal for a short 
period. He returned to Cork in 1958 and was stationed at the South 
Monastery, while teaching at Coláiste Chríost Rí, Turner’s Cross (1958-1960). 
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He then taught in Carrick-on-Shannon (1960-1963) and Presentation College, 
Reading (1963-1964), before returning to Cobh, where he remained for the 
rest of his life. A methodical and conscientious teacher, he retired in 1993, 
but, for some years afterwards, gave free tuition sessions in mathematics to 
needy students at Coláiste Muire, Cobh. He died at the Mercy Hospital, Cork, 
on 24 June, 2004, aged 75 years. He was interred in the cemetery attached to 
Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork. In his later years, he compiled 
booklets, containing the Church’s Morning and Evening Prayer for a) feasts 
of Our Lady b) feast of Blessed Edmund Rice and c) the Dead. 

 

Hoare, William Leo (1912-2004) 
William Hoare, son of William Hoare and his wife, 
Elizabeth Cleary, was born in Birr, Co. Offaly, on 8 
May, 1912. He attended the Presentation Brothers’ 
primary school, Birr, before entering the 
Presentation Brothers’ novitiate, Mount St Joseph, 
on 17 October, 1930. He received the religious 
habit, together with a new religious name, Brother 
Leo, on 18 April, 1931. His new patron saint was St 
Leo the Great (391-461), the Pope who persuaded 
Atilla the Hun, not to attack the city of Rome.  
At the end of his novitiate, Brother Leo made profession of vows on 29 
March, 1933. He attended the National University of Ireland, Cork, and 
obtained a degree in languages (1936), together with a Higher Diploma in 
Education (1938). He taught in several Presentation secondary schools in 
Ireland, including Coláiste Muire (1934-1936), Enniskillen (1936-1937), Coláiste 
Muire (1937-1943), Bray (1943-1952), where he was superior and principal of 
the secondary school (1946-1952), Presentation College, Cork, where he was 
principal (1956-1957), Coláiste Muire, Douglas, where he was principal (1966-
1973) and Coláiste Therése, Greenmount, where, earlier, he had been principal 
(1965-1966). He was superior at Mardyke House, Cork (1953-1957) and 
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province leader of Ireland (1957-1963). He was also a member of the Irish 
province leadership team (1953-1957) and of the congregational leadership 
team (1957-1969). He spent his retirement years in Maiville, Turner’s Cross, 
before his transfer to Glasheen, Cork, in 2003. He died as a result of a traffic 
accident, sustained, while he was walking to Mass, on 22 December, 2004, 
aged 92 years, He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney 
Street, Cork.  

Hogan, William Joseph (1782-1817) 
William Hogan was born in Clerihan, Co. Tipperary, about 1782. He entered 
the Society of the Presentation at Carrick-on-Suir, Co. Tipperary, in 1805. 
When receiving the habit, he also received a new religious name, Brother 
Joseph. His new patron saint was Joseph the husband of Mary of Nazareth 
and foster father of Jesus. On completion of his novitiate, Brother Joseph 
made profession of vows in 1809. He and Brother Ready conducted the 
Presentation School in Carrick-on-Suir, Co. Tipperary.  

In 1816, excessive rain and cold weather ruined both the grain 
harvest and the potato crop. It has also been said that the rain made cutting 
and drying turf difficult, if not impossible, for some. The poor people, 
consequently, were both cold and hungry. To make matters worse, there was 
an outbreak of typhus, which spread rapidly all over the country. The poor 
suffered most, an estimated 65,000 people dying from the disease. Since it was 
not known at the time that the disease was propagated by lice, washing and 
ventilation proved ineffective in stemming the outbreak. It is notable that 
people, such as doctors and priests, who visited and cared for the sick also fell 
victim to the disease. It was in this context that Brother Hogan caught the 
disease in Carrick-on-Suir and died on 27 December, 1817, aged 35 years. It is 
presumed that he was buried in Carrick-on-Suir, Co. Tipperary. (Hugh 
Fenning OP, >Typhus Epidemic in Ireland, 1817-1819: priests, ministers, 
Doctors’.  
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Hunt, Jeremiah Cyril (1880-1963)  
Jeremiah Hunt, son of Robert Hunt and his wife, 
Mary O’Connor, was born in Knockanure, Duagh, 
Co. Kerry, on 5 March, 1880. He was educated at the 
local National School, before entering the novitiate of 
the Presentation Brothers at Mount St Joseph, Cork, 
on 19 August, 1896. He received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Cyril, on 
22 February, 1897. His new patron saint was St Cyril 
of Alexandria (376-444), a noted Christian bishop and 
Doctor of the Church.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Cyril made profession of vows at 
Mount St Joseph on 17 March, 1900. He qualified as a National teacher and 
began a very successful teaching career. He was one of the Presentation 
Brothers, rated >Highly Efficient’ by school inspectors. Possibly as a 
consequence of this fact, he was assigned to several of the Presentation 
Brothers’ primary schools, including, Greenmount (1898-1900); South 
Monastery (principal 1900-1906); Boyle (1906-1908); Carrick-on-Shannon 
(superior and principal, 1910-1913); Dungannon (1913-1916; principal 1932-
1940;1942-1946); Birr (superior, 1919-1922, and principal, 1917-1928); 
Enniskillen (principal and bursar, 1928-1932; teacher 1940-1942). He retired 
from teaching in 1946, but held a variety of appointments after this, including, 
bursar, Coláiste Treasa, Passage West (1946-1947); bursar, Greenmount (1947-
1949); Assistant Master of Novices, Mount St Joseph (1949-1950); Killarney 
(1950-1951).  

In 1951, he was transferred to Kinsale where he served as assistant 
superior. He remained in Kinsale (apart from one year, 1956-1957, in 
Greenmount) for the rest of his life. He was a man of strong principles and 
resolute determination. In January, 1953, he suffered an attack of thrombosis, 
which necessitated a period in hospital. After he returned to Kinsale, his 
health continued to deteriorate and he died after a long illness on 5 October, 
1963, aged 83 years. He was interred in the cemetery attached to Mount St 
Joseph, Cork. He was a brother of Robert Basil Hunt (qv). 
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Hunt, Robert Basil (1874-1941) 
 Robert Hunt, son of Robert Hunt and his wife, Mary 
O’Connor, was born in Knockanure, Co. Kerry, on 4 
April, 1874. He was educated at the local National 
school before entering the novitiate of the Presentation 
Brothers at the South Monastery, Douglas Street, Cork, 
on 31 August, 1892. He received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Basil, on 
11 March, 1893. His new patron saint was St Basil the 
Great (330-379) was a monk and bishop of the Eastern 
Church, who played a prominent role in the Council of Constantinople, 381-
382 AD.  

During Brother Basil’s second year, the novitiate was transferred to 
the new building at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork, and he made his 
profession of vows there on 11 March, 1895. He qualified as a teacher at 
Mount St Joseph, while it functioned as a Teacher Training College in the 
early years of the twentieth century. He taught in Cobh (where he was 
superior, 1913-1916), Kinsale, Milltown and Killarney. Some weeks after his 
transfer to Killarney, he became ill and spent some weeks in the Killarney 
Fever Hospital. From there, he was transferred to St Philomena’s private 
hospital, Cork, where he died on 30 September, 1941, aged 67 years. He was 
interred in the cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, Cork. He was a brother 
of Brother Jeremiah Cyril Hunt (qv). 

Ivers, Dermot Lorcan (1938-1957) 
Dermot Ivers, son of Robert Ivers and his wife, Eileen Browne, was born in 
Idrone Terrace, Blackrock, Co. Dublin, on 13 December, 1938. He was 
educated at Presentation College, Glasthule, before entering the Presentation 
Brothers’ novitiate, Mount St Joseph, in 1956. He received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Lorcan, on 2 March, 1957. He 
then began the >spiritual’ year of the novitiate, which was devoted to prayer, 
study of the vows and religious life. On 3 August, 1957, he was one of a 
group of novices who went on an outing to the seaside at Crosshaven, Co. 
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Cork. The sea turned rough while he and some of his fellow novices were in 
the water. Though Brother Loran was a reasonably good swimmer, some of 
his companions were not and he concentrated on bringing them to safety. In 
the confusion of bringing those in difficulty safely to shore, Loran was 
forgotten and when somebody eventually noticed him, he was already dead. 
He was 18 years of age. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, 
Blarney Street, Cork.  

Hurley, Patrick Terence (1938-2016) 
Patrick Hurley, son of John Hurley and his wife, 
Joan McGillicuddy, was born in Lyreacarn, 
Gneeveguilla, Co. Kerry, on 15 July 1938 and 
baptised in the local parish church the following 
day. He entered the Presentation Brothers 
Juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Cork, in August 1951. 
He joined the Presentation Brothers at Mount St 
Joseph, Cork, receiving the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother 
Terence, on 12 August 1954. At the end of his novitiate, he made profession 
of vows on 12 August 1956. He then studied science at the National 
University of Ireland, Cork, where he graduated in 1960 with BSc First Class 
Honours and a Higher Diploma in Education the following year. He made his 
perpetual profession on 12 August 1959. 

He taught in Coláiste Chríost Rí, Cork, Presentation Secondary School, 
Carrick-on-Shannon, Presentation College, Bray, Presentation College, Cork, 
Presentation College, Glasthule, Meánscoil na Toirbhirte, Milltown, Presentation 
College, Reading, and St Brendan’s Community School, Birr. An outstanding 
teacher and school administrator, he was either principal or superior, or 
sometimes both, in most of the schools and houses to which he was attached. 
In 1981, he was elected an assistant to the Superior General, in which post he 
served six years. Subsequently, he served as Bursar General of the 
congregation. Possessed of a sharp inquiring mind, he was a life-long student 
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and contributed several articles to Presentation Studies. During his sabbatical 
year, 1975-1976, he studied new developments in education at Trinity College, 
Dublin. 

He spent his retirement in Killarney and maintained close relations 
with his family in nearby Gneeveguilla. He died peacefully in the Killarney 
Community Hospital on 20 October 2016, and he was interred in the 
Presentation Brothers burial plot in Aghadoe cemetery, overlooking the lakes 
of Killarney. His younger brother, Michael Walter Hurley, was also a 
Presentation Brother.  

James, Vincent Paschal (1951-1988) 
Vincent James, son of Alphonsus James and his wife, Estelle Simms, was 
born in Ocho Rios, Jamaica, but immigrated to Canada as a young man. He 
made contact with the Presentation Brothers and, on invitation, spent some 
time at the novitiate in Longueuil, Quebec. After a period of postulancy, he 
received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Paschal, at Longueuil in 
1974. His new patron saint, St Paschal Baylon (1540-
1592) was a Spanish Franciscan with a great devotion 
to the Blessed Sacrament. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Paschal 
made profession of vows at Longueuil in 1976. After 
profession, he taught at Prince George, British 
Columbia. In 1978, he left the Presentation Brothers 
on the advice of his confessor and returned to life as a lay man. He moved to 
Toronto, but kept in touch with the Presentation Brothers, and, in 1984, he 
sought readmission to the congregation and was accepted. He began his 
novitiate again. In March, 1988, while he was stationed at Longueuil, his 
health began to fail. He spent his last days at the Royal Victoria Hospital, 
Montreal, where he died on 18 September, 1988, aged 37 years. He was 
interred in the Presentation Brothers burial plot, St Antoine cemetery, 
Longueuil, Quebec. 
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Jones, Andrew Gerard (1930-2005) 
Andrew Jones, son of David Jones and his wife, 
Nora Murphy, was born in Tureenacappogue, 
Newmarket, Co. Cork, on 1 October, 1930. He 
was educated at Meelin National School, where 
he came under the influence of the principal, Mr 
Jeremiah Browne. After attending the De La 
Salle Juniorate  in Castletown, Co. Laois, he 
entered the novitiate of the Presentation 
Brothers, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 14 August, 
1948. He received the religious habit, together 
with a new religious name, Brother Gerard, on 19 March, 1949. His new 
patron saint was St Gerard Majella (1726-1755), a Redemptorist lay Brother. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Gerard made profession of vows 
on 21 March, 1951. He asked to be excused from studies that would qualify 
him as a teacher and opted instead for the status of >lay’ Brother. This 
classification has since been abolished. He specialised in managing the farm 
and supervising catering facilities. He served as bursar in Mount St Joseph 
(1957-1958; 1971-1974; 1980-1981); Bray (1966-1968), Coláiste Muire, Douglas 
(1968-1971), Coláiste Therése, Greenmount (1981-1987), Maiville (1981-1984) 
and Killarney (1994-2000). He was also superior at Mount St Joseph (1974-
1980). He spent his later years in Killarney. He celebrated his Golden jubilee 
of profession in 2000, when he and a group of his fellow jubilarians spent a 
vacation together in St Lucia. He did his Tertianship course in Rome in 1980. 
In 2005, He was taken ill suddenly in Killarney and removed to Kerry General 
Hospital, Tralee, where he died on 19 July, 2005, aged 74 years. He was 
interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork. He was a 
brother of Michael Nivard Jones (qv).  
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Jones, Michael Nivard (1925-1987) 
Michael Jones, son of David Jones and his wife, 
Nora Murphy, was born in Tureenacappogue, 
Newmarket, Co. Cork, on 24 January, 1925. He was 
educated at Meelin National School, where he came 
under the influence of the principal, Mr Jeremiah 
Browne. He entered the novitiate of the 
Presentation Brothers, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 
4 June, 1947. He received the habit, together with a 
new religious name, Brother Nivard, on 24 
December, 1947. His new patron saint was St 
Nivard, a French monk, who became Bishop of Reims in the 7th century. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Nivard made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 28 December, 1949. He then attended St Mary’s 
Teacher Training College, Strawberry Hill, Twickenham, where he came 
under the influence of Brother Matthew Barrett, superior of the Presentation 
Brothers’ house there. In later life, Nivard often spoke about the kindness and 
support he received from Brother Matthew. On completion of his teacher 
training course, he was assigned to teach at St Vincent’s Orphanage, 
Orpington. He remained in Orpington until it closed in 1963. He then 
transferred to Presentation College, Reading, where he taught for some years. 
However, severe arthritis, especially in his back, forced him to retire from 
teaching and he devoted himself to fostering vocations to the congregation. 
In his later years, he was superior in Strawberry Hill, Twickenham. He died 
there on 20 August, 1987, aged 62 years. He was interred in the Presentation 
Brothers’ burial plot, Henley Road, Reading, Berkshire. He was a brother of 
Andrew Gerard Jones (qv). 
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Keane, James Angelus (1872-1958) 
James Keane, son of David and Kate Keane, was born 
in Duagh, Co. Kerry, and baptised in Duagh Catholic 
church on 2 October, 1872. He was educated at 
Duagh National School before entering the novitiate 
of the Presentation Brothers at the South Monastery, 
Douglas Street, Cork, on 27 April, 1889. He received 
the religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Angelus, on 24 December, 1890. His new 
patron saint, St Angelus of Jerusalem (d.1220), was a 
Jew who was converted to Christianity and who was 
martyred in Sicily. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Angelus made profession of 
vows on 24 December, 1892. He then began teaching in the South Monastery, 
at the same time studying for his teacher qualification certificate, which he 
duly obtained. He held many posts of responsibility in later life, one of the 
first being the opening of a new house in Dungannon in 1902. He was the 
first superior and primary school principal there. In 1907, he was appointed 
superior and primary school principal in Cobh. Then, in 1910, he was chosen 
to lead a group of Presentation Brothers who went to Canada to establish a 
new province.  He was the first superior of St Michael’s  and the first school 
principal of Chaveau school, both in Montreal. In 1913, he was transferred to 
Cornwall, Ontario, as assistant superior. In 1915, he was appointed superior 
of St Gabriel’s school, Montreal, but he returned to Cornwall in 1916 to 
become superior and school principal (1916-1918; 1925-1928). In 1921, he 
was appointed a member of the Canadian Province Leadership team and 
in1929 he was appointed Canadian Province Leader. He attended the General 
Chapters of 1915, 1925 and 1931, and, at the latter, was elected Superior 
General. He was re-elected Superior General at the 1937 General Chapter 
and, because of World War II, continued as Superior General until the 
General Chapter of 1945, when he was elected to the General Leadership 
Team.   
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Brother Angelus was manager of the primary schools at the South 
Monastery and St Joseph’s, Mardyke. He also continued to administer a 
system whereby copies of the reports of school inspectors were forwarded to 
Mount St Joseph and preserved for posterity. He also made a significant 
contribution to the archives of the Presentation Brothers by insisting, when 
he became Superior General, that the annals should be regularly written up in 
each house. Before he introduced this arrangement, there were huge lacunae 
in the annals of some of the houses of the Presentation Brothers, these 
lacunae sometimes extending over decades. He was also instrumental in 
insisting that every Presentation Brother would have an opportunity to qualify 
as a teacher. 

Brother Angelus was an effective manager and a meticulous 
administrator. He spent his later years in Mount St Joseph, where he died on 
22 April, 1958, aged 85 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St 
Joseph, Cork. 

Keane, James Jarlath (1872-1924) 
James Keane, son of David and Kate Keane, was born in Castletown 
Conyers, formerly known as Corcomodide, Co. 
Limerick, on 18 February, 1872. He was educated at 
the local National school before entering the novitiate 
of the Presentation Brothers at the South Monastery, 
Douglas Street, Cork, in 1890. When he received the 
religious habit, he also received a new religious name, 
Brother Jarlath. His new patron saint, St Jarlath (445-
540), was an Irish saint, who is patron of the 
archdiocese of Tuam in Ireland.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Jarlath made profession of vows 
in the South Monastery in 1892. He was then transferred to the English 
province and arrived at St Vincent’s School, Dartford, in 1895. Though he 
was appointed bursar in Dartford in 1897, the following year he was 
transferred to Cobh. He returned to the English province, however, and was 
subsequently superior at Shibden Industrial School, Halifax (1919-1921). He 
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was then transferred to St Joseph’s Orphanage, Orpington, where he also 
served as superior (1922-1924). He died at Orpington on 25 March, 1924, 
aged 51 years. He was interred in the cemetery within the campus in 
Orpington. He was a brother Michael Augustine Keane (qv). 

 
Keane, Michael Augustine (1863-1947) 
Michael Keane, son of David and Kate Keane, was born in Castletown 
Conyers, formerly known as Corcomodide, Co. Limerick, on 18 February, 
1863. He was educated at the local National school before going into 
business. He worked as a shop assistant at the well-known firm of Cash in 
Patrick Street, Cork, before he entered the Presentation Brothers. I heard the 
late Brother De Sales Mehigan tell the following story about Brother 
Augustine’s entry to the novitiate. Since smoking was 
forbidden in the novitiate, and Brother Augustine 
was an enthusiastic pipe smoker, he decided that the 
easiest way to stop smoking was to end the habit 
abruptly in some dramatic way. On his last working 
day, after leaving Cash’s, he lit his pipe and, while 
enjoying his smoke, he walked down Prince’s Street, 
crossed on to Parliament Bridge, paused in the 
centre of the bridge, took a last puff of his pipe and 
then dropped it into the middle of the river Lee. He then walked briskly over 
the bridge, up Mary Street, on to Douglas Street and into the South 
Monastery and never again smoked. The date was Tuesday, 2 February, 1886. 
On completion of a period of postulancy, he received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Augustine, on 16 October, 1886. 
His new patron saint was the famous St Augustine (354-430 AD), Bishop of 
Hippo in North Africa and one of the great spiritual writers of Christiandom. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Augustine made profession 
of vows on 20 October, 1888. He taught in the junior department of 
Presentation College for 20 years, before joining the staff of Presentation 
College, Glasthule, where he was appointed superior (1908-1911). He was 
then transferred to Birr, where he remained until 1926, when he was 
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transferred to Mount St Joseph as superior. When he completed his term of 
office as superior in 1929, he remained at Mount St Joseph for the rest of his 
life, concentrating in particular on tutoring young Brothers preparing for the 
King’s Scholarship, which qualified them for entry to a teacher training 
course. He was a familiar figure in the lives of a whole generation of young 
Presentation Brothers, who passed through Mount St Joseph in the 1920s, 
1930s and 1940s. He was a benevolent character, though it is said that his 
tutorials were not always noted for focus and precision. 

On one occasion, I told the story of Augustine dropping his pipe into 
the river Lee (see above) to Brother Albinus O’Donnell, former Superior 
General and erstwhile student of Augustine. When I concluded the story with 
the punch line, >And he never smoked again from that day!’, Albinus shook 
his head and added ruefully, >That was a pity, because he took on another 
habit, which was even more anti-social. This was snuff. He became a snuff 
addict and his clothes reeked of it!’ This is probably a case of >Quot homines, tot 
sententiae’, or >There are as many opinions and there are people’.   

Brother Augustine died after a brief illness on 24 November, 1947, 
aged 84 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Cork. He 
was a brother of James Jarlath Keane (qv) 

Kelleher, John Carthage (1933-2013) 
John Kelleher, son of John Kelleher and his wife, Mary 
Cotter, was born in Dashare, Terelton, Macroom, Co. Cork, 
on 17 August 1934 and baptised in Terelton Catholic church 
three days later.  He entered the Presentation Brothers 
Juniorate at Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, in August 1949, 
having already spent a year as a boarder at Farranferris 
Diocesan Junior Seminary. He received the habit of the 
Presentation Brothers, together with a new religious name, at Mount St Joseph, 
Cork, on 12 August 1950. At the end of his novitiate, he made profession of 
first vows on 12 August 1952. Three years later, he made his perpetual 
profession on 17 August 1955. He attended De La Salle Teacher Training 
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College, Waterford, where he qualified as a teacher. For some years after 
reception, he suffered from mild epilepsy, which, with medication, he managed 
to bring under control. 

He taught at Presentation College Junior school, Cork, Presentation 
College Junior school, Glasthule, and Scoil Mhuire na Manistreach, Killarney. On 
his retirement from school in 1996, he volunteered to join the Presentation 
Brothers mission in Ghana and proved a valuable addition to the formation 
staff in the novitiate at Mount St Joseph, Logre. Always interested in 
woodwork, he supervised the construction of wooden seats and desks, which 
were a welcome addition to the furniture in some primary schools in Ghana. 
On his return to Ireland in 2001, he collected material likely to be of use in the 
Ghana mission and arranged the transport of these items by shipping container 
to Ghana. He returned to Ghana for a second term in 2003, this time remaining 
only one year. 

Back in Ireland, he was a member of the Glasheen and Heatherton 
communities before moving to Maiville in 2011. He spent his last months in 
Marymount Hospice, Curraheen, Cork, where he died peacefully on 16 April 
2013.He was interred in the Presentation Brothers cemetery, Mount St Joseph, 
Cork. Two of his brothers embraced the priesthood, one, Rev Canon Thomas 
Kelleher, in the diocese of Cork, the other, Rev James Kelleher, a member of 
Saint Patrick’s Missionary Society (Kiltegan).  

Kelleher, Francis Carthage (1888-1962) 
Francis Kelleher, son of Francis Kelleher and his 
wife, Johanna Kenrick, was born in Ballinacarriga, 
Kildimo, Co. Limerick, on 24 March, 1888. His 
father was an RIC constable from county Cork, 
while his mother was a native of Ballysteen, near 
Kildimo. He was educated at Ballinacarriga National 
School, before entering the Presentation Brothers 
Novitiate, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 15 August, 
1905.   After a period of postulancy, he applied to 



 

142 
 

enter the Presentation Brothers and, on being accepted, he received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Carthage, on 24 
February, 1906. His new patron saint, St Carthage, or Carthaigh in Irish (564-
637 AD) was born in Kerry but became a Bishop in Lismore and is patron 
saint of the dioceses of Waterford and Lismore. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Carthage made profession of 
vows at Mount St Joseph on 18 June, 1908. He taught in Dungannon and at 
St Vincent’s School, Dartford. In 1920, he was transferred to the Canadian 
province and worked there until his return to Ireland in 1925. He then taught 
for some years in Presentation College, Glasthule, before this transfer to 
Mardyke House, from where he taught in Presentation College, junior school 
(1935-1940). In 1941, he was appointed to the double post of Master of 
Novices and superior at Mount St Joseph, Cork. His final years were spent at 
Coláiste Therèse, Greenmount, where he took responsibility for the operation of 
the bakery. In 1962, his health deteriorated rather abruptly and he spent some 
time in the Mercy Hospital, Cork. During his final illness he was cared for in 
the South Infirmary, Cork, where he died on 22 September, 1962, aged 74 
years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, 
Cork. His colleagues spoke of him as a gentle soul, who died peacefully.  

Kelly, Cornelius Justin (1924-2007) 
Cornelius Kelly, son of Daniel Kelly and his wife, 
Ellen O’Donoghue, was born in Carrigavanna, 
Glenflesk, Co. Kerry, on 7 January, 1924, and baptised 
in Glenflesk Catholic church the same day. He was 
educated at Glenflesk National School, before entering 
the Presentation Brothers juniorate, Coláiste Muire, 
Douglas, Cork, in August, 1939. At the end of his 
secondary schooling, he applied to enter the 
Presentation Brothers, and, on being accepted, he 
received the religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother 
Justin, on 12 August, 1942. His new patron saint was Justin Martyr (103-165), 
an early Christian bishop, who was martyred for his faith.  
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At the end of his novitiate, Brother Justin made profession of vows at 
Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1944. He attended De La Salle Teacher 
Training College, Waterford, where he qualified as a National teacher in 1947. 
Subsequently, he attended the National University of Ireland, Cork, where he 
obtained a BA degree (1970), a Higher Diploma in Education (1971) and a 
Diploma in Philosophy (1972). He taught at Milltown (1945-1946; 1956-
1962), Bray (1947-1950), South Monastery (1950-1951), Kinsale (1951-1953), 
Killarney (1953-1956; 1981-1989), St Patrick’s Greenmount (1962-1975), Bray 
(1975-1981) and Glasthule (1989-1991). He spent his retirement years in 
Killarney. Possessed of sound judgement, together with an even temper and 
pleasant disposition, he was either superior or principal, or both, in most 
places where he served, including, Killarney, where he was superior (1981-
1989; 1991-1997) and principal (1981-1989); Milltown, where he was superior 
(1956-1962) and principal (1956-1962); St Patrick’s Greenmount, where was 
superior (1962-1965) and principal (1962-1975); Bray, where he was principal 
(1985-1991) and Glasthule, where he was principal (1989-1991). He was also a 
member of the Irish Province Leadership Team (1966-1969). 

During his retirement in Killarney, he remained active until his last 
illness, when he moved to Maiville, Turner’s Cross, Cork. He passed away on 
3 March, 2007, aged 83 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ 
burial plot, Aghadoe cemetery, overlooking the Lakes of Killarney. He had a 
gift for making life-long friends and he was a much-loved member of his own 
extended family.  

Kelly, Henry Livinus (1912-2000) 
Henry Kelly, son of Daniel Kelly and his wife, Emily 
Graham, was born in Kells, Co. Meath, on 29 
September, 1912, and baptised in Moynulty Catholic 
church the same day. He was educated at the local 
National school, before entering the Preparatory 
School of the Presentation Brothers, then located at 
Shankiel House, Sunday’s Well, Cork, in 1927. He 
received the religious habit of the Presentation Brothers, together with a new 



 

144 
 

religious name, Brother Livinus, at Mount St Joseph, on 21 February, 1930. 
His new patron saint, St Livinus, was the son of a Scottish nobleman and an 
Irish Princess, who went to Flanders and, subsequently, became Bishop of 
Ghent. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Livinus made profession of 
vows at Mount St Joseph on 14 August, 1932. He attended the National 
University of Ireland, Cork, and obtained a BA degree in 1936, together with 
a Higher Diploma in Education in 1938. He also studied art at the Municipal 
(now Crawford) College of Art in Cork. He taught at Presentation College, 
Cobh (1937-1940), Presentation College, Glasthule (1940-1943) and 
Presentation College, Bray (1943-1947). He volunteered for the West Indian 
Mission in 1946, and was chosen to lead a small group of Brothers, who took 
over St Benedict’s College, San Fernando, in January, 1948. They renamed it 
Presentation College, San Fernando. Livinus was the first superior and 
principal (1948-1951). Subsequently, he taught in Grenada (1951-1957), 
Barbados (1957-1958; 1962-1967; 1968-1988); Chaguanas, where he was 
superior and principal (1959-1962) and St Lucia (1967-1968). He set up a unit 
of St John Ambulance Brigade at Presentation College, Grenada. When 
hurricane, Janet, struck Grenada in 1955, both Livinus and his St John cadets 
rendered notable assistance. This was acknowledged by the British 
administration in 1956, when he was inducted as an Officer of the Order of St 
John by Sir Colville Deverell, Governor of the Windward Islands. Livinus 
returned to Ireland in 1982 and spent his retirement in Cobh. He celebrated 
the Diamond Jubilee of his religious profession in Cobh in 1992. He died in 
the Bon Secours Hospital, Cobh, on 12 February, 2000, aged 87 years. He was 
interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork. 

Kelly, Henry Nessan (1877-1930) 
Henry Kelly, son of John Kelly and his wife, Catherine Cusack, was born in 
Cillaculla, Rockhill, Co. Limerick, on 24 May, 1877, and baptised in Rockhill 
Catholic church the same day. He was educated at Rockhill National School, 
before entering the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers at Mount St Joseph, 
Cork, on the feast of the Immaculate Conception of Our Lady, 8 December, 
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1902. On completion of a period of postulancy, he received the religious 
habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Nessan, on 13 June, 1903. 
His new patron saint, Nessan, was an Irish monk, who founded the 
monastery at Mungret near Limerick.    

 At the end of his novitiate, Brother Nessan made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 22 June, 1905.  He qualified as a teacher under the 
regulations of the Irish Board of National Education and taught in Birr and 
Enniskillen, where he was superior (1911-1915). After Enniskillen, he was 
transferred to Cobh, where his deteriorating health, especially heart trouble, 
began to be a cause for concern. He died in Cobh, on 29 August, 1930, aged 
53 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, 
Cork.  

Kelly, John Fergal (1917-1976) 
John Terence Kelly, son of John Kelly and his wife, 
Alice O’Sullivan, was born Scrahan, Duagh, Co. 
Kerry, on 28 February, 1917. He was educated at 
Duagh National School, before entering the 
Presentation Brothers juniorate, Coláiste Muire,, 
Douglas, Cork, in August, 1931. On completion of 
his secondary schooling, he entered the Presentation 
Brothers, receiving the religious habit, together with a 
new religious name, Brother Fergal, on 12 August, 
1936. His new patron saint, St Fergal (or Virgilius) 
was an Irish missionary, who became Bishop of Salzburg, Austria. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Fergal made profession of vows 
on 12 August, 1938. He attended the National University of Ireland, where he 
obtained a BA degree in languages, together with a Higher Diploma in 
Education. He taught in the Juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Cork, for some years, 
before joining the staff at Presentation College, Glasthule, where he became 
superior and principal (1952-1955). While there, he collaborated with the 
dramatist, Hugh Leonard, in staging plays in the school auditorium. In 1955, 
he was transferred to Mardyke House, and became a member of staff of 
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Presentation College, Cork. He was appointed games master at Pres. In 1960, 
he was appointed principal of Presentation College, Cobh (1960-1965). One 
of his decisions, though at first sight of minor importance, was to have long-
term significance for Presentation College, Cobh. This was the decision to 
make GAA games the official games of the college, whereas, up to then, 
rugby was the acknowledged College game. Subsequent developments in 
education in Ireland, however, confirmed the wisdom of his decision. In 1967, 
free secondary education was introduced and the enrolment in Presentation 
College Cobh, as in other Irish secondary schools, increased significantly. The 
increase in the number of feeder primary schools meant that the preference of 
the majority of parents of incoming students was for GAA games, rather than 
rugby, which, at the time in Cobh, and, arguably, in the rest of Ireland, was 
closely associated with a minority, drawn from the more prosperous part of 
the population.  

In 1969, Brother Fergal was appointed principal of the Presentation 
Secondary School in Milltown, Co. Kerry. He settled down well there and 
established sound academic standards. In April, 1976, however, he had 
surgery to remove a growth at the back of his knee. Tests confirmed that the 
growth was malignant and arrangements were made for treatment for him at 
the oncology department of St Luke’s hospital, Dublin. He made several trips 
for treatment to St Luke’s, each time growing weaker. He finally died in the 
Bon Secours Home, Tralee, Co. Kerry, on 9 November, 1976, aged 59 years. 
He was interred in the cemetery at the old monastery in Killarney, his remains 
being subsequently translated to the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot in 
Aghadoe cemetery, overlooking the Lakes of Killarney.  
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Kelly, John Stanislaus (1918-1971) 
John J Kelly, son of William Kelly and his wife, 
Catherine Donoghue, was born at Haulbowline, 
Cobh, Co. Cork, on 25 March, 1918. He was 
educated at the Presentation Brothers National 
School, Cobh, before entering the Presentation 
Brothers’ juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Cork, in August, 
1933. At the end of his secondary schooling, he 
entered the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, 
Mount St Joseph, Cork, receiving the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Stanislaus, on 12 August, 1936. 
His new patron saint, St Stanislaus Kotka, was a Jesuit scholastic from Poland. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Stanislaus made profession 
of vows on 12 August, 1938. He then attended the National University of 
Ireland, Cork, where he obtained a BA degree, together with a Higher 
Diploma in Education. In 1952, he was appointed superior and principal of 
the Juniorate, Coláiste Muire. During this period, he became interested in 
science and attended evening classes at the Cork Technical School, where he 
obtained a qualification as a science teacher. In 1955, he was appointed 
superior at Presentation College, Glasthule. In 1957, he was transferred to 
Presentation College, Birr, where he was principal from 1957 to 1961. In 
August, 1961, he was transferred to Dungannon, where he became deputy 
principal of the new Intermediate School. In 1970, he assumed the role of 
principal of this school, but, within weeks, he suffered a severe heart attach 
from which he died on 8 September, 1971, aged 52 years. He was interred in 
the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Cork. Brother Stanislaus was a first cousin 
the late Irish Taoiseach, Mr Jack Lynch (1917-1999). 
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Kelly, Thomas Alphonsus (1859-1923) 
Thomas Kelly was born in the parish of SS Peter and 
Paul in the centre of Cork city about 1859. He entered 
the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers at the South 
Monastery, Douglas Street, Cork, in 1878. When he 
received the religious habit later that year, he also 
received a new religious name, Brother Alphonsus. His 
new patron saint, St Alphonsus Liguori (1696-1787), was 
an Italian bishop who founded the Redemptorist 
congregation.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Alphonsus made profession of 
vows in 1880. After teaching for some years in the South Monastery, the 
Lancastrian School and St Joseph’s Greenmount (1901), he was transferred to 
Birr. Subseqeuntly, he taught in Enniskillen, Killarney and Milltown. In 1913, 
he was transferred to England, where he was assigned to the staff of 
Chadwick Memorial School in Newcastle-on-Tyne. When the school was 
transferred to Carlile, he moved there also. When this school closed in 1921, 
he was transferred to St Joseph’s Orphanage, Orpington, Kent, where he 
remained until his death on 15 January, 1923, at the age of 44 years. He was 
interred in the cemetery at St Joseph’s, Orpington, in the presence of a large 
crowd of mourners. The school band accompanied the funeral cortege to the 
cemetery, playing Chopin’s Funeral March. He was one of the Brothers who 
attended the 1885 Assembly and the 1889 General Chapter of the 
Presentation Brothers.  

Kelly, Thomas Callistus (1886-1947) 
Thomas Kelly, son of Thomas Kelly and his wife, Bridget Casey, was born in 
Milltown, Co. Kerry, on 11 September, 1886. He was educated at Presentation 
Brothers Monastery School, Milltown, before entering the novitiate of the 
Presentation Brothers at Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 7 September, 1901. At 
the end of a period of postulancy, he received the religious habit, together 
with a new religious name, Brother Callistus, at Mount St Joseph on 15 
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March, 1902.  His new patron saint, St Callistus (d.223 AD) was one of the 
early Popes. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Callistus made profession of 
vows at Mount St Joseph on 23 September, 1906. After profession, he was 
assigned to St Vincent’s School, Dartford, Kent. When St Thomas More 
School, West Grinstead, opened in 1935, Brother Callistus, as an experienced 
teacher, was assigned there. He was a very effective member of staff, but, in 
1947, his health deteriorated and he had to enter a hospital in London. He 
died there on 13 May, 1947, aged 60 years. He was interred in the 
Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, Orpington, Kent.  

 
Kelly, Timothy Jerome (1926-1999) 
Timothy Kelly, eldest son of Jeremiah Kelly and his 
wife, Sheila O’Shea, was born in Lehanmore, on the 
Beara peninsula, on 31 July, 1926, and baptised in the 
local Catholic church the following day. He was 
educated at Lehanemore National School, before 
entering the Presentation Brothers juniorate, Coláiste 
Muire, Douglas, Cork, at the end of August, 1939.  On 
completion of his secondary schooling, he entered the 
Presentation Brothers’ novitiate at Mount St Joseph, Cork, receiving the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Jerome, on 6 
August, 1943. His new patron saint, the early Christian scholar, Jerome, was 
the man who translated the Bible into Latin, his version later becoming the 
standard Vulgate edition for Western Christianity. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Stanislaus made profession 
of vows at Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1945. After a year teaching in 
Cork, he entered De La Salle Teacher Training College, Waterford, where he 
qualified as a primary teacher in 1948. He was then appointed to teach in St 
Patrick’s National School, Greenmount. He attended evening classes at the 
National University of Ireland, Cork, and obtained a BA degree. He also 
studied chemistry at the Crawford Technical Institute, Cork, and qualified as a 
science teacher. In 1954, he volunteered for the West Indian Mission and was 
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assigned to teach at Presentation College, San Fernando, Trinidad. Here he 
was also involved in extra-curricular activities, especially the First Presentation 
Sea Scouts, which he founded. His scout troops excelled in public displays 
and field competitions and won the Chancellor Flag, the premier scouting 
award in Trinidad and Tobago, on three occasions.  

In 1957, he was appointed Principal of Presentation College, San 
Fernando, and academic standards immediately improved, one of his students 
winning the first of many >Island’ scholarships. In 1964, he was appointed 
Province Leader of the West Indies and at the 1969 General Chapter he was 
elected to the Congregational Leadership, something which necessitated his 
leaving the West Indies. The same year, he was appointed principal of 
Presentation College, Cork. There, he founded SHARE, a youth leadership 
training organisation, devoted to housing and caring for elderly people. In 
1981, he was elected Congregational Leader and, the following year, he was 
awarded an honorary LLD degree from the National University of Ireland, 
Cork. He was re-elected Congregational Leader for a second six-year term in 
1987. Subsequently, he was awarded the freedom of Cork city, having earlier 
(1969) been awarded the freedom of the city of San Fernando, Trinidad.  

In June 1995, he was diagnosed as suffering from leukemia and he 
received ongoing oncological treatment. His condition, nevertheless, gradually 
deteriorated, and he was confined to the Bon Secours Hospital on 23 
December, 1998. He failed to respond to treatment, however, and he died 
there on Tuesday, 19 January, 1999, aged 72 years. He was interred in the 
cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, Cork. His funeral was the largest ever 
seen at Mount St Joseph and included representatives from the political, civic 
and religious life of Cork city and beyond. There were also several tributes to 
him and his work in the press, radio and television. One of his past students, 
the author, journalist and TV presenter, Fergal Keane, wrote affectionately 
about him. (Feheney, 1999) 
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Kenneally, Daniel Dermot (1915-1987) 
Daniel Kenneally, son of James Kenneally and his 
wife, Mary Curtin, was born in Mountcollins, Co. 
Limerick, on 12 August, 1915. He attended the local 
National school in Mountcollins before entering the 
Presentation Brothers’ juniorate, Coláiste Muire, 
Douglas, Cork, in 1928. At the end of his secondary 
schooling, he entered the novitiate of the 
Presentation Brothers, Mount St Joseph, Cork, 
receiving the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Dermot, on 30 February, 1932. His new patron saint, 
St Dermot or Diarmuid, was a 6th century Irish saint, who was abbot of 
monastery at Innis-Closran Island.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Dermot made profession of vows 
on 24 February, 1934. After teaching for a year in Cork, he attended the De 
La Salle Teachers’ College, Waterford, where he qualified as a National 
teacher. When Scoil Chríost Rí, Turner’s Cross, opened in 1938, he was 
appointed to the staff and remained there for the rest of his teaching life. He 
was a >high achiever’ and obtained numerous scholarships with generations 
of senior students. He was particularly effective as an Irish teacher. His 
hobbies included classical music and foreign languages, in which he was 
entirely self-taught. He died suddenly on 8 October, 1987, aged 71 years.  He 
was interred in the cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, 
Cork. He was a cousin of Brothers Albinus (qv), Thaddeus (qv) and Columba 
O’Donnell (qv).  

Kenneally, John Louis (1854-1880) 
John Kenneally was born in Newtownsandes (Moyvane), Co. Kerry, in 1853. 
He entered the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, South Monastery, 
Douglas Street, Cork, 1873. Later that year, he received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Louis. His new patron saint was 
King Louis IX of France.  
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At the end of his novitiate, he made profession of vows in 1875. Within a 
couple of years of his profession, his health began to give cause for concern 
and tuberculosis was diagnosed. He died in the South Monastery on 16 June, 
1880, while Mass was being offered in his bedroom. He was 26 years of age.  
He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ vault in the South Monastery, 
Cork. He was a brother of Brother Michael Stanislaus Kennealy (qv).  

Kenneally, Michael Stanislaus (1857-1950) 
Michael Kenneally was born in Newtownsandes 
(Moyvane), Co. Kerry, in 1857. He entered the 
novitiate of the Presentation Brothers at the South 
Monastery, Cork, 1875. When receiving the religious 
habit later that year, he also received a new religious 
name, Brother Stanislaus. His new patron saint was St 
Stanislaus Kostka (1550-1568), a Polish Jesuit novice, 
who died young.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Stanislaus 
made profession of vows in 1877. He qualified as a 
teacher under the regulations of the National Board of Education. He was a 
member of the founding community in Birr in 1878 and was in charge of the 
Intermediate classes, which started there in 1891. He was the first superior 
and principal of Presentation College, Glasthule (1903-1905). He was also the 
first principal/ Director of the Teacher Training College that operated in 
Mount St Joseph for a few years in the beginning of the 20th century. He went 
to Canada in 1910 to examine the feasability of establishing a Presentation 
Brothers’ foundation there. He also helped collect funds for the establishment 
of a novitiate in Longueuil in 1913. He was appointed first Provincial 
(originally called >Visitor’) in Canada (1915-1921). In 1921, he was appointed 
to a similar role in England (1921-1925). At the General Chapter of 1899, he 
was elected a member of the Congregational Leadership team and 
reappointed to the same post in subsequent General Chapters in 1905 and 
1925. He spent the remainder of his life at Mount St Joseph, where he died on 
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8 January, 1950, at the age of 92 years. He was interred in the cemetery at 
Mount St Joseph. He was a brother of Brother John Louis Kenneally (qv). 

Kiely, Michael Joseph (1863-1886) 
Michael Kiely was born in Ballymartle, Co. Cork, about 1863. He entered the 
novitiate of the Presentation Brothers at the South Monastery, Douglas Street, 
Cork, on 21 November, 1880. He received the religious habit, together with a 
new religious name, Brother Joseph, in February, 1882. His new patron saint 
was St Joseph, spouse of Mary of Nazareth and foster father of Jesus.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Joseph made profession of vows 
on 9 February, 1884. He had already begun to suffer from the great killer 
disease of the time, tuberculosis. He died of this disease at the South 
Monastery, Cork, on 25 April, 1886, aged 23 years. He was interred in the 
Presentation Brothers vault, South Monastery, Cork.  

Kirby, Jeremiah Hilary (1884-1971) 
Jeremiah Kirby was born in Templeglantine, Co. 
Limerick, on 20 November, 1884. He entered the 
novitiate of the Presentation Brothers at Mount St 
Joseph, Cork, on 8 September, 1900. At his 
reception, in March, 1901, he received the religious 
habit, together with a new religious name, Brother 
Hilary. His new patron saint, St Hilary of Poitiers 
(300-368) was bishop of Poitiers and a prominent 
figure in the struggle against the Arian heresy.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Hilary 
made profession of vows at Mount St Joseph on 23 
December, 1904. On 12 August, 1906, he was assigned to teach at St 
Vincent’s School, Dartford, but, after some months, he was transferred to 
Birr on 17 January, 1907. Subsequently, he taught in Carrick-on-Shannon, 
before going to Canada in 1911. He was appointed principal of Catholic High 
School, Montreal, the virtual educational flag-ship of the Presentation 
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Brothers in the province of Quebec. He also taught at Luke Callaghan School, 
Daniel O’Connell High School and St Patrick’s Academy, Sherbrooke. After 
retiring, he taught at Montebello High School. He died in Montreal on 31 
July, 1971, aged 87 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial 
plot, St Antoine cemetery, Longueuil, Quebec.   

Ladrigan, Jeremiah Paul (1862-1888)  
Jeremiah Ladrigan was born in Rockchapel, Co. Cork, on 31 October, 1862. 
He was educated at the local National school before entering the novitiate of 
the Presentation Brothers at the South Monastery, Cork, on 1 April, 1880. He 
received the religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Paul, 
on 1 January, 1881. His new patron saint was the great St Paul of Tarsus, 
author of 17 >epistles’ or letters to leaders of the early Christian churches in 
different cities of the Middle East. 

At the end of his novitiate, he made profession of vows at the South 
Monastery on 1 January, 1883. He was appointed principal of the Lancastrian 
School, Cork, where he proved a great success. His health, however, declined 
and he died, probably of tuberculosis, at the South Monastery, on 27 May, 
1888, aged 25 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ vault, 
South Monastery, Douglas Street, Cork.  

Landers, John Gabriel (1915-2003) 
John Joseph Landers, son of William Landers and 
his wife, Bridget Wall, was born in Knocklofty, 
Clonmel, Co. Tipperary, on 21 November, 1915. He 
was educated at Grange National School, Clonmel, 
before entering the Presentation Brothers juniorate, 
Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, on 16 August, 1928. 
On completion of his secondary schooling, he 
entered the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers at 
Mount St Joseph, Cork, receiving the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Gabriel, 
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on 20 February, 1932. His new patron saint, was the Archangel, Gabriel, who 
came as heavenly messenger to Mary of Nazareth.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Gabriel made profession of 
vows at Mount St Joseph on 24 February, 1934. After a short period teaching, 
he entered De La Salle Teacher Training College, Waterford, where he 
qualified as a primary teacher in 1940. In 1941, he was transferred to Carrick-
on-Shannon and, in 1946, he moved to Letterkenny, where he was appointed 
superior (1948-1954). He was then transferred to St Joseph’s Greenmount, 
where he was also superior (1954-1956). In January, 1956, he was transferred 
to Birr, where he became principal (1960-64) and assistant superior in 1957. 
After that, he taught in Killarney (1964-1975), where he was also bursar and in 
Cobh (1975-1978), where he retired from school because of ill-health. During 
his long retirement, he was stationed for periods in different houses, including 
Maiville (1979-1981); Dungannon (1981-1982); Mardyke House, Cork (1982-
1985); Bray (1985-1987); Killarney (1987-1992); Mahon (1992-1995) and 
Killarney (1995-2003). He died on 21 January,  2003, aged 87 years. He was 
interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, Aghadoe cemetery, 
overlooking the Lakes of Killarney. He was a brother of Brother Cletus 
Landers (qv). 

Landers, Michael Cletus (1919-1947) 
Michael Landers, son of William Landers and his wife, 
Bridget Wall, was born in Knocklofty, Clonmel, Co. 
Tipperary, on 19 September, 1919, and baptised in 
Knock lofty Catholic church the following day. He was 
educated at the Knocklofty National School, before 
entering the Presentation Brothers’ novitiate, Mount St 
Joseph, Cork, in November, 1942. He received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Cletus, on 6 August, 1943. His new patron 
saint, Pope St Cletus, was the second successor to St 
Peter as Bishop of Rome. His name is familiar to us, since it occurs during the 
prayers leading to the consecration in the Mass. 
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On completion of his novitiate, Brother Cletus made profession of 
vows at Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1945. Soon after profession, he fell ill 
and was diagnosed with tuberculosis. He was hospitalised at Mount Desert 
Rest Home, Cork, but he failed to respond to treatment and died on 25 May, 
1947, aged 27 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, 
Cork. He was a brother of Brother John Gabriel Landers (qv). 

Lane, Richard Borgia (1866-1920) 
Richard Lane, son of Michael and Ellen Lane, was born in Brosna, Co. Kerry, 
on 28 January, 1866. He was educated at Brosna National School, before 
entering the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers at the South Monastery, 
Cork, on 21 April, 1887. He received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name on 19 November, 1887. His new patron saint was St Francis 
Borgia (1510-1572), was a member of the Spanish nobility, who became a 
priest and 3rd Superior General of the Jesuits.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Borgia made profession of 
vows on 21 November, 1889. In April, 1891, he was teaching at the 
monastery school in Killarney, when he received a letter from Superior 
General, Br Patrick Shine, transferring him to Milltown. He made his final 
profession in 1892. He died on 14 June, 1920, aged 54 years.  

Langan, Hugh Francis (1908-1978) 
Hugh Langan, son of Charles Langan and his wife, 
Mary Anne Doherty, was born in Lurgybrick, 
Letterkenny, Co. Donegal, on 17 January, 1908, and 
baptised in the local Catholic church two days later. 
He attended the Presentation Brothers School, 
Letterkenny, before entering the Presentation 
Brothers’ Preparatory School, Mount St Joseph, 
Cork, on 29 June, 1925. On deciding to join the 
Presentation Brothers, he received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Francis, 
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on 26 December, 1925. His new patron saint was the saintly Francis of Assisi, 
founder of the Franciscan Order. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Francis made profession of 
vows at Mount St Joseph on 12 April, 1928. Later that year, he was assigned 
to teach at St Boniface’s College, Plymouth. When St Boniface’s College 
closed in July, 1931, he moved with the community to the newly established 
Presentation College, Reading. When the school year began in September, 
1931, there were only a handful of pupils enrolled in the college in Reading, 
so Francis, together with some other members of the community was 
reassigned. Francis went to St Vincent’s school, Dartford, where he was to 
remain for the remainder of his active life. He served several terms as superior 
and Headmaster of St Vincent’s, Dartford (1941-1948; 1949-1955). He retired 
in 1973, but continued to live at St Vincent’s. He died suddenly while on 
vacation with his family in Dublin on 26 July, 1978, aged 70 years. He was 
interred in Dublin. He had interesting stories about the >old days’ and others 
also had interesting stories about his four decades in Dartford.  

Larkin, Bartholomew Gerard (1907-1969) 
Bartholomew Larkin, son of Patrick Larkin and his 
wife, Minnie O’Shea, was born in Knockeraugh, 
Tullylease, Co. Cork, on 8 November, 1907, and 
baptised in Tullylease Catholic church the following 
day. He attended Tullylease National School before 
entering the Presentation Brothers Preparatory School, 
Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 26 October, 1922. On 
deciding to join the Presentation Brothers, he received 
the religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Gerard, on 3 April, 1923.  His new patron saint was St Gerard Majella 
(1726-1755), a holy Redemptorist lay Brother. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Gerard made profession of 
religious vows at Mount St Joseph on 12 April, 1925. After a short period 
teaching in Cork, he entered the National University of Ireland, Cork, where 
he obtained a BA Honours degree in languages. In 1931, he was assigned to 
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Mardyke House, while teaching nearby Presentation College. The following 
year, he was transferred to Enniskillen, where he taught at the Intermediate 
school, before taking up an appointment at Presentation College, Reading, in 
1936.  He spent the remainder of his teaching life in Reading, and was largely 
instrumental in setting a high academic standard and putting the college on 
the road to academic success. He was Headmaster for 22 years (1941-1963), 
and superior for 12 years (1941-1947; 1953-1959). He was a member of the 
English Province leadership team for 15 years (1944-1947; 1953-1965) and 
English Province Leader for 6 years (1947-1953). He attended several General 
Chapters of the Congregation. In his later years, when his health deteriorated, 
he was transferred to Strawberry Hill, Twickenham. During his final illness, he 
was removed to West Middlesex Hospital, where he died on 25 May, 1969, 
aged 68 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers burial plot 
attached to West Grinstead parish church, West Sussex.  

Larkin, Denis Sylvester (1908-1931) 
Denis Larkin, son of Michael Larkin and his wife, Mary 
Foley, was born in Callinfercy East, Milltown, Co. Kerry, 
on 2 October, 1908, and baptised in the Catholic church, 
Milltown, two days later. His father was listed as a baker, 
while his mother operated a small shop. He attended the 
Presentation Brothers School, Milltown, before entering 
the Presentation Brothers novitiate, Mount St Joseph, 
Cork, on 29 June, 1926. He received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Sylvester, on 31 December, 1926. 
His new patron saint, Sylvester, was Pope from 314 until his death in 335 AD. 
Throughout his papacy, he was overshadowed by the great Constantine, the 
first Christian Roman Emperor.  
 On completion of his novitiate, he made profession of vows on 2 January, 
1929. He then began teaching in one of the Presentation Schools in Cork, 
continuing his study towards a primary teaching qualification at the same time. 
He died unexpectedly at Mount St Joseph, after a brief illness, on 16 June, 
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1931, aged 22 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, 
Cork.  

Lavin, George Adrian (1919-2002) 
John George Lavin, son of Charles Lavin and his wife, 
Annie Lawder, was born in Drumanure, Carrick-on-
Shannon, Co. Leitrim, on 13 November, 1919, and 
baptised in the local Catholic church two days later. He 
was educated at Jamestown and Presentation Brothers’ 
Carrick-on-Shannon National schools, before entering 
the Presentation Brothers’ juniorate, Coláiste Muire, 
Douglas, Cork, at the end of August, 1933. On 
completion of his secondary schooling, he entered the 
Presentation Brothers’ novitiate, Mount St Joseph, receiving the religious 
habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Adrian, on 6 August, 1937. 
His new patron saint, Adrian (d.308) was a pagan officer at the court of the 
King of Nicomedia (part of modern Turkey), who, on beholding the courage 
of some Christian martyrs, was converted by their example and subsequently 
suffered martyrdom himself. 

At the end of his two-year novitiate, Brother Adrian made profession 
of vows at Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1939. He then joined the English 
province, obtaining his teacher’s diploma at St Mary’s College of Education, 
Twickenham, in 1943. He was then assigned to Enniskillen (1943-1974) and 
remained there, initially in the primary school and, subsequently, in the 
secondary school, where he had a successful career as an art teacher. He was 
superior of the Enniskillen community on two occasions (1968-1971; 1979-
1980). He also taught in Bray (1975-1978; 1980-1981). He joined the 
community at Mount St Joseph on two occasions (1974-1975; 1981-1984) but 
returned to Enniskillen in 1984. In 1988, he took some time off to care for his 
ailing sister. Meantime, the Enniskillen house closed and, later in 1988, he was 
transferred to Dungannon, where he spent his later years. He died on 22 June, 
2002, aged 82 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, 
Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh. 
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Leahy, James Emilian (1912-1980)  
James Leahy, son of John Leahy and his wife, Jane 
Murphy, was born in Clough, Boola, Brosna, Co. 
Kerry, on 2 November, 1912. He attended the local 
National school, prior to entering the novitiate of the 
Presentation Brothers, Mount St Joseph, on 9 January, 
1933. He received the religious habit, together with a 
new religious name, Brother Emilian, on 16 September, 
1933. His new patron saint, Jerome Emiliani (1481-
1537) was an Italian soldier, who became a priest and founded the Somachi 
Congregation.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Emilian made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 16 September, 1935.  He attended De La Salle 
Teachers’ College, Waterford, where he qualified as a primary teacher. He 
taught in several Presentation Brothers’ schools, including Birr (1943-1947); 
Milltown, where he was superior and principal (1947-1950); Kinsale, where he 
was superior and principal (1950-1953); Killarney, where he was superior 
(1953-1956). He also taught in the South Monastery (1960-1975), Scoil Chríost 
Rí, Cork, and Letterkenny. He returned to Killarney in 1975. Early in March, 
1980, while walking down New Street, Killarney, he suffered a heart attack 
and was removed to hospital, but discharged on 17 March. On the night of 1 
April, 1980, he suffered another heart attack and, though he received medical 
attention at Tralee General Hospital, he died early in the morning of 2 April, 
1980, aged 67 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, 
Aghadoe cemetery, overlooking the Lakes of Killarney.  

Leahy, James Stanislaus (1869-1894) 
James Leahy, son of Timothy and Mary Leahy, was born in Moyvane, Co. 
Kerry, on 12 January, 1869. He was educated at Moyvane National School, 
before entering the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers at the South 
Monastery, Cork, on 1 December, 1885. On 1 January, 1887, he received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Stanislaus. His 
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new patron saint was St Stanislaus Kostka (1550-1568), 
a Polish Jesuit novice, who died in his late teens. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother 
Stanislaus made profession of vows at the South 
Monastery on 4 August, 1889. He was then assigned to 
St Vincent’s Special School, Dartford, Kent, where he 
proved very successful. In 1894, there was an outbreak 
of a virulent >flu, which proved fatal for both Brother 
Stanislaus and some of the boys. This >flu was part of what medical scientists 
now call the Russian >Flu Pandemic, which was active in the UK between 
1889 and 1894. At the time of his death, on 26 January, 1894, he was 24 years 
of age. He was interred in the cemetery in the grounds of St Vincent’s School, 
his remains being later translated to the Presentation Brothers communal 
grave on the grounds of St Vincent’s parish church, Dartford, Kent.  

 
Linehan, Jeremiah Jarlath (1907-1992) 
Jeremiah Lenihan, son of Timothy Lenihan and his 
wife, Mary Murphy, was born in Tureencormac, 
Newmarket, Co. Cork, on 20 September, 1907, and 
baptised in the local Catholic church the following day. 
He attended Newmarket National School before 
entering the Presentation Brothers’ Preparatory 
School, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 9 September, 1923. 
On deciding to join the Presentation Brothers, he 
received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Jarlath, on 25 October, 1924. His new patron saint, 
Jarlath (d.540 AD), was an Irish Abbot-Bishop, who founded a famous abbey 
and school at Cluain Fois, near the modern town of Tuam. St Jarlath is the 
patron saint of the archdiocese of Tuam.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Jarlath made profession of 
vows at Mount St Joseph on 26 November, 1926. After some initial teaching 
in Cork city, he attended De La Salle Teacher’s College, Waterford, where he 
qualified as a primary teacher in 1932. Being also a talented and gifted artist, 
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he attended the Crawford Art School in Cork, specialising in draughtmanship, 
especially architectural drawing. He taught at the South Monastery primary 
school, as well as at Killarney, Milltown and Cobh, before joining the staff of 
Scoil Christ Ri when it opened in 1938. He continued teaching at this school 
until his retirement in 1972. He lived at the South Monastery for several years, 
but, when it closed in 1971, he became a foundation member of the 
community at Maiville, Turner’s Cross. He died there on 19 January, 1992, 
aged 84 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Cork. He 
was a shy, modest man, of retiring disposition. Several of his pen-and-ink 
sketches have survived, some of which are on display at the Edmund Rice 
Heritage and Study Centre, Mardyke House, Cork.  

 

Linehan, Michael Kilian (1884-1977) 
Michael Linehan, son of Thomas Lenihan and his 
wife, Hanora Sheehy, was born in Caherlevoy, 
Mountcollins, Co. Limerick, and baptised in the 
Catholic church, Mountcollins, on 11 July, 1884. He 
was educated at the local National school, before 
entering the Presentation Brothers’ novitiate at 
Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 20 March, 1902. He 
received the habit, together with a new religious 
name, Brother Kilian, on 6 October, 1902. His new 
patron saint, St Kilian (640-689) was an Irish monk 
who worked as a missionary in Germany, especially Baden and Bavaria, and 
succeeded in establishing Christianity there. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Kilian made profession of 
vows on 8 October, 1904. He then moved to the English province and taught 
at St Vincent’s Orphanage, Orpington. In 1943, he returned to Ireland and 
was assigned to teach at the Presentation Brothers’ school, Dungannon, 
where he was superior (1947-1950). He retired in 1949, but continued to 
provide leadership, holding the post of superior at St Joseph’s Greenmount 
(1950-1953). He spent his retirement years in Bray (1953-1957); Enniskillen 
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(1957-1962); Mardyke House (1962-1965); St Patrick’s Greenmount, Cork 
(1965-1968) and Killarney (1968-1977). He celebrated the Golden Jubilee of 
his profession at Mardyke House, Cork, in 1964. In 1977, he fell and broke 
his hip. Though this was >set’ at the Orthopaedic Hospital in Cork, he took ill 
some weeks later and was taken to the local hospital in Killarney, where he 
died on 22 August, 1977, aged 93 years. He was interred in the Presentation 
Brothers’ burial plot, Aghadoe cemetery, overlooking the Lakes of Killarney.  

Liston, Nicholas Benignus (1861-1923) 
Nicholas Liston was born in Dromcollogher, Co. 
Limerick, in 1861. He attended the local National 
school, before entering the Presentation Brothers in 
Killarney in 1877. At his religious profession, he 
received the name Brother Benignus. His new patron 
saint, Benignus (d.467 AD), was the son of an Irish 
chieftain, who was baptised by St Patrick. Benignus 
then became a favourite companion and collaborator 
of St Patrick.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother 
Benignus made his religious profession in 1879. He taught in Killarney for 
several years, studying in private and obtaining a teaching qualification under 
the rules of the Board of National Education. He taught in Cobh, where he 
was superior (1892-1895); in Carrick-on-Shannon (1901) and in Killarney, 
where he was superior (1902-1905). At the General Chapter of 1905, he was 
elected to the Congregational Leadership team. At the end of his term of 
office in 1915, he was transferred to Cobh, where he began to experience 
health problems. In 1923, he was transferred to the Bon Secours Home in 
Cork, where he caught pneumonia and his medical condition deteriorated. He 
died there on 20 May, 1923, aged 62 years. He was interred in the cemetery 
attached to Mount St Joseph, Cork.  
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Long, James Gregory (1870-1933) 
James Long, son of Patrick Long and his wife, Mary Callaghan, was born in 
Kinsale, Co. Cork, and baptised in the local Catholic church on 21 May, 1870. 
He entered the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers at the South Monastery, 
Cork, in 1892, receiving the religious habit, together with a new religious 
name, Brother Gregory, on 8 September, 1892. His new patron saint, St 
Gregory the Great (540-604), was a Roman patrician, who became Pope and 
proved to be one of the most influential figures in the history of Roman 
Catholicism.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Gregory made profession of 
vows at the newly-opened Mount St Joseph on 17 September, 1894. He was 
initially assigned to Cobh, but, in 1898, he transferred to England, where he 
taught for three years at St Vincent’s School, Dartford, Kent. On 30 January, 
1901, he was assigned to St Joseph’s Orphange, Orpington, where he 
remained for four years. He then returned to Ireland and was transferred to 
Killarney on 19 October, 1905. By 12 January, 1907, however, he was back in 
Dartford. Subsequently, he returned to Ireland and became a member of staff 
at St Joseph’s Greenmount, Cork. He died after a >lingering illness’ at the Bon 
Secours Hospital, Cork, on 10 July, 1933, aged 63 years. He was interred in 
the cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, Cork. 

Long, Patrick Francis (1865-1896) 
Patrick Long was born in Cobh (then known as 
Queenstown), Co. Cork, on 29 April, 1865. He 
entered the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers at 
the South Monastery, Cork, receiving the religious 
habit, together with a new religious name, Brother 
Francis, on 5 May, 1883.  His new patron saint was 
the saintly Francis of Assisi (1182-1226), founder of 
the Franciscan Order.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother 
Francis made profession of vows on 25 July, 1886. He then made his final 
profession three years later. He was one of those who attended the first 
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General Chapter of the Presentation Brothers at the South Monastery, Cork, 
in July, 1889.  He did not live long afterwards, however, and died at the South 
Monastery on 21 August, 1896, aged 31 years. He was interred in the 
Presentation Brothers’ vault in the South Monastery, now in the grounds of 
Nano Nagle House, Douglas Street, Cork. 

 
Loughrey, William Cronan (1923-2021) 
William Loughrey, son of Thomas Loughry and his wife, 
Mary Lane, was born in Gort, Co. Galway, on 10 July 
1923. He entered the Presentation Brothers Juniorate, 
Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, in August 1937, 
completing his Intermediate and Leaving Certificate 
examinations there. He then joined the Presentation 
Brothers at Mount St Joseph, Cork, receiving the 
religious habit and a new name, Brother Cronan, on 6 
August 1940. On completion of his novitiate, he made profession of vows on 
6 August 1942. After a year of initiation into the practical aspects of teaching, 
he entered De La Salle Teacher Training College, Waterford, where he 
qualified as a teacher in 1945. The same year, he made his final profession. 
Later, he studied at the National University of Ireland, Cork, where he 
obtained a BA degree in 1954 and a Higher Diploma in Education in 1955.  

He taught in several Presentation Brothers schools in Ireland, 
including St Joseph’s Mardyke (1945-1955); Greenmount (1955-1957); Coláiste 
Therése (1964-1966, 1979-1984); Bray (1957-1963), Coláiste Chríost Rí (1963-
1964); Birr (1966-1979); Presentation College, Cork (1984-1994). He was 
principal and or superior, sometimes holding both appointments 
simultaneously, in St Joseph’s, Greenmount, South Monastery, Bray, Birr and 
Coláiste Therése. He taught Irish on a voluntary basis after retirement for several 
years at Presentation College, Mardyke and was spiritual director of praesidia 
of junior branches of the Legion of Mary in several places, including Christ 
the King parish, Turners Cross, Cork. In his later years in Maiville, he served 
as sacristan for several years.  
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He spent his final months in Nazareth Home, Mallow, Co. Cork, 
where he died on 21 September 2021. He was interred in the Presentation 
Brothers cemetery, Mount St Joseph, Cork.  

Lowe, Lawrence Basil (1920-1940) 
Lawrence Lowe, son Patrick Lowe and his wife, Mary O’Brien, was born in 
Templemore, Co. Tipperary, on 29 March, 1920, and baptised in the local 
Catholic church the same day. After completing his primary schooling in the 
local National school, he entered the Presentation Brothers’ juniorate, Coláiste 
Muire, Douglas, Cork, in August, 1933. On completion of his secondary 
schooling, he applied for admission to the Presentation Brothers, and, on 
being accepted, he received the religious habit, together with a new religious 
name, Brother Basil, at Mount St Joseph, on 12 August, 1939.  His new 
patron saint, St Basil the Great (330-379) was a monk and bishop of the 
Eastern Church, and is one of the more famous Doctors of the Catholic 
Church. 

Towards the end of his novitiate, Brother Basil was taken ill and was 
treated at the Mercy Hospital, Cork. He failed to respond to treatment, 
however, and died at the hospital on 27 February, 1940, aged 19 years. He was 
interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  

 
Lucas, Kenneth Eric (1943-2001) 
Kenneth Arthur Lucas, son of Walter Lucas and his 
wife, Stella Douksza, was born on 16 October, 1943, 
in Los Angeles, Ca., USA. He was educated at St 
Patrick’s Grade School, Watertown, NY, and Queen 
of the Apostles, Derby, NY. He entered the novitiate 
of the Presentation Brothers at Longueuil, Quebec, 
Canada, on 1 June, 1971, after completing his military 
service. At his reception, on 3 August, 1971, he 
received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Eric. His new patron saint 
was King Eric IX (d.1160), martyred King of Sweden.  
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At the end of his novitiate, Brother Eric made profession of vows in 
Longueuil on 3 December, 1972. He then attended Concordia University, 
Montreal, where he obtained a BA degree in 1975. He taught in Daniel 
O’Connell High School, before his transfer to Marshall, Mo., USA (1974-
1980). He also taught at the Sacred Heart School, Prince George, British 
Columbia (1980-1982). Il-health eventually forced him to give up teaching and 
he helped initially in Labre Centre and, subsequently, for several years, in the 
Good Shepherd Centre for Geriatrics in Montreal. In his later years, he was 
stationed in Verdun. He suffered a stroke in 2001 and was removed to St 
Mary’s Hospital, Montreal, where he died on 17 July, 2001, aged 57 years. He 
was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, St Antoine cemetery, 
Longueuil, Quebec.   

Lynch, John Clement (1862-1940) 
John Lynch, son of Patrick and Elizabeth Lynch, was born in St Reynagh’s, 
Bannaher, Co. Offaly, on 20 May, 1862. He entered the Presentation 
Brothers’ novitiate at Birr, Co. Offaly, on 13 March, 1889. When receiving the 
religious habit, he also received a new religious name, Brother Clement. His 
new patron saint, St Clement of Alexandria (150-215), is one of the Fathers of 
the Catholic Church. During his novitiate, Brother Clement fell ill and was 
given a holiday at home, from 26 June, 1890, to 6 September, 1890, to help 
him recuperate. On completion of his novitiate, he made profession of vows 
in Birr on 17 October, 1891. He taught in Kinsale (1901), Cobh and 
Dungannon and was stationed at St Patrick’s Greenmount in 1911. He seems 
to have spent the remainder of his life there. Shortly before his death, he 
entered the Bon Secours Hospital, Cork, where died on 6 January, 1940, at the 
age of 77 years. He was interred in the cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, 
Cork.  

Maher, James Emilian (1914-1932) 
James Maher, son of William Maher and his wife, Josephine Carew, was born 
in Athassel, Golden, Co. Tipperary, on 30 January, 1914, and baptised in the 
local Catholic church two days later. He was educated at the local National 
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school before entering the Presentation Brothers’ novitiate at Mount St 
Joseph, Cork, on 14 August, 1930. He received the religious habit, together 
with a new religious name, Brother Emilian, on 14 February, 1931. His new 
patron saint, Jerome Emiliani (1481-1537), was an Italian soldier, who became 
a priest, later founding the Somachi Congregation.  

Before the end of his novitiate, he fell ill and was confined to the 
Mercy Hospital, Cork. In deference to his own wishes, he was permitted to 
make his vows shortly before he died, on 8 March, 1932, aged 18 years. He 
was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Cork. 

 

Maher, James Lawrence (1930-1966) 
James Lawrence Maher, son of Harold Maher and 
his wife, Mary McDonald, was born on a farm in St 
John, New Brunswick, Canada, on 3 October, 1930, 
and was baptised in the local Catholic church six 
days later. Both his parents died while he was young 
and he, and his only sister, was reared by relatives. 
At the age of sixteen, he entered the novitiate of the 
Presentation Brothers at Longueuil, Quebec, on 7 
September, 1945. He received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Basil, 
on 28 March, 1946. Since his friends continued to call him Lawrence, he 
gradually abandoned the use of the name Basil. His patron saint, the Deacon, 
Lawrence (225-285) was one of seven deacons in Rome during the time of 
Pope Sixtus II. He was martyred in 258 AD. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Laurence made profession of 
vows at Longueuil on 15 March, 1948. He qualified as a teacher (Bed, 
University of Montreal, 1976) and began teaching in the Presentation 
Brothers’ schools in Montreal. In the course of a busy life, he held every 
administrative post open to him in the Canadian Province, including local 
superior, school principal, Diector of Formation (1974-1977), member of 
provincial leadership team and province leader (1968-1974; 1987-1993). His 
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teaching assignments included St Aloysius School (1948-1952);  Luke 
Callaghan School (1953-1961); Daniel O’Connell High School (1961-1965); 
Verdun Catholic High School (1965-1969); Brebeuf High School (1983-1996). 
He had many gifts, which he used both at a personal and leadership level, but 
his most enduring qualities were modesty, humour and cheerfulness. He 
attended several General Chapters of the congregation. In 1984, he was leader 
of a group of Presentation Brothers, who, at the invitation of Cardinal Carter, 
took over administration of Brebeuf College, Toronto, from the Jesuit 
congregation. Brother Lawrence became principal and continued in this 
position until shortly before his sudden death. He passed away from 
respiratory failure, in the Brothers’ residence, Brebeuf College, on 18 
December, 1996, aged 66 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers 
burial plot, St Antoine’s cemetery, Longueuil, Quebec. He was one of the 
most popular and respected Presentation Brothers in North America.  
     

McAuliffe, Cornelius Aengus (1901-1990) 
Cornelius McAuliffe, son of George McAuliffe and 
his wife, Elizabeth Walsh, was born in East 
Knocknagoshel, Brosna, Co. Kerry, and baptised in 
the local Catholic church on 18 August, 1901. He 
attended Brosna National School before entering the 
Presentation Brothers’ Preparatory School, Mount St 
Joseph, Cork, on 12 May, 1919. He received the 
religious habit of the Presentation Brothers, together 
with a new religious name, Brother Aengus, on 26 
December, 1919. His new patron saint, Aengus of 
Clonenagh (750-824 AD), Co. Laois, was a monk, one of the founders of the 
Céile Dé religious movement, who left several writings behind him.   

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Aengus made profession of 
vows on 26 December, 1921. He then began to teach, at the same time 
studying for his King’s Scholarship examination, which, at the time, 
constituted the entrance examination to teacher training. He passed the King’s 
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scholarship in 1926 and entered De La Salle Teacher Training College, 
Waterford, where he qualified as a teacher in 1928. He was then appointed a 
teacher at St Patrick’s National School, Greenmount, Cork, where he 
specialised in teaching the scholarship class. These scholarships constituted 
the entrance examinations to the Irish civil service, especially the Post Office. 
They also prepared students for the secondary school course. At the same 
time, he attended evening classes at the National University of Ireland and 
obtained a BA degree in 1932 and a Higher Diploma in Education in 1933. 
He also took classes in art at the Crawford School of Art, Cork. 

In 1934, Brother Aengus was appointed superior and principal of the 
Presentation Brothers’ juniorate, Coláiste Muire, which had become an all-Irish 
(Class A) secondary school. He continued as superior for twelve years (1934-
1940; 1941-1947) until his transfer as superior and principal to Coláise Treasa, 
Passage West, in 1947. He continued as principal in Passage West until shortly 
before its closure in 1959. In 1959, he was transferred to Milltown, Co. Kerry, 
as principal of Presentation Secondary School, and he continued in this post 
until his retirement in 1967. He continued to teach on a voluntary part-time 
basis for the following three years. He then devoted himself to gardening. In 
his later years, he suffered from dementia and was cared for at St Bernadette’s 
Home, Milltown, where he died on 20 April, 1990, aged 88 years. He was 
interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, in Aghadoe cemetery, 
overlooking the Lakes of Killarney. He was a man who, because of his many 
years in the Juniorate, had a significant influence on the schooling of future 
Presentation Brothers. (Feheney, 1999, 132-135) 
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McAuliffe, Denis Fintan (1870-1956) 
Denis McAuliffe, son of Patrick McAuliffe and his wife, 
Mary O’Sullivan, was born in Abbeyfeale, Co. Limerick, 
and baptised in the local Catholic church on 28 June, 
1870. He entered the novitiate of the Presentation 
Brothers at the South Monastery, Cork, on 8 June, 
1891. He received the religious habit, together with a 
new religious name, Brother Fintan, on 24 December, 
1891.  His new patron saint, St Fintan (470-549 AD) 
founded the famous monastery of Clonard, Co. Meath. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Fintan made profession of 
vows at the South Monastery, Cork, on 23 December, 1893. He then began 
teaching, at the same time studying for a qualification as teacher under the 
rules of the Board of National Education. He taught in several Presentation 
Brothers’ primary schools, including Boyle (1911), Killarney (superior, 1911-
1914); Kinsale (superior, 1918-1922); Enniskillen (superior, 1923-1929); 
Milltown (superior, 1933-1935). He spent a long retirement in Milltown, 
where he died on 16 January, 1956, at the age 85. He was interred in the old 
monastery, Killarney, his remains being subsequently translated to the new 
Presentation Brothers burial plot, Aghadoe cemetery, overlooking the Lakes 
of Killarney.  

McAuliffe, Denis Michael (1923-2016) 
Denis McAuliffe, son of Denis McAuliffe and his wife, 
Mary Lynch, was born in Scart, Knocknagoshel, Co. 
Kerry, on 26 July 1923 and baptised in Knocknagoshel 
Catholic church the following day. He entered the 
Presentation Brothers Juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, 
Cork, in August 1936, completing his Intermediate and 
Leaving Certificates there. He joined the Presentation 
Brothers at Mount St Joseph, Cork, receiving the religious habit, together with 
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a new religious name, Brother Michael, on 6 August 1940. On completing his 
novitiate, he made profession of vows at Mount St Joseph on 12 August 1942. 
Three years later, he made profession of perpetual vows.  

He attended De La Salle Teacher Training College, Waterford, where 
he qualified as a teacher.  The He then taught in Killarney and Kinsale before 
volunteering to serve in the Canadian province, where he spent the rest of his 
working life. He taught in Point St Charles, Montreal, Daniel O’Connell High 
School, Presentation High School, Montebello PQ, St Patrick’s Academy, 
Sherbrooke, St Michael’s, Montreal, St Aloysius’, Montreal and La Fleche 
School, Longueuil. He served as community leader in Longueuil and as bursar 
in several communities.  

When the last group of Presentation Brothers left the province of 
Quebec in 2001, Brother Michael returned to Ireland and took up residence at 
Maiville, Turners Cross, Cork. During a pilgrimage to Lourdes, he made 
several devoted friends. He had a natural flair for figures and liked to teach 
mathematics. His facility in computing found an outlet in his fondness for a 
game of cards, during which he was usually the final arbiter of the score. He 
spent his last days at Marymount Hospice, Cork, where he died peacefully on 
16 October 2016. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers cemetery at 
Mount St Joseph, Cork.  

McCarthy, Desmond Lucian (1950-1969) 
Desmond McCarthy, son of Denis McCarthy and his 
wife, Margaret Watson, was born in 50 McMahon 
Villas, Letterkenny, Co. Donegal, on 2 September, 
1950, and baptised in Letterkenny Catholic church, 
eight days later. He was educated at the Presentation 
Brothers School, Letterkenny, before entering the 
Presentation Brothers’ juniorate, Coláiste Muire, 
Douglas, Cork, in August, 1963. On completion of 
his Intermediate Certificate, he entered the novitiate, Mount St Joseph, Cork, 
on 2 July, 1966. He received the religious habit, together with a new religious 
name, Brother Lucian, on 11 August, 1966. His new patron saint, St Lucian of 
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Beauvais (d.290 AD) was a Bishop, who was martyred during the persecution 
of the Emperor Diocletian in the 3rd century.  

At the end of his novitiate, he made profession of vows at Mount St 
Joseph on 12 August, 1968. He was then transferred to Coláiste Muire, 
Douglas, where studied for the Leaving Certificate, which he passed in 1969. 
He then began some practice teaching in Scoil Chríost Rí, Cork. As he was 
cycling down Blarney Street, Cork, on his way to school on 12 September, 
1969, he was seriously injured in a traffic accident. He was immediately taken 
to the North Infirmary, Cork, but died there that afternoon, aged 19 years. He 
was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Cork.  

Mc Carthy, Francis Clement (1930-2015) 
Francis McCarthy, son of Daniel McCarthy and his 
wife, Joanna Browne, was born in the family 
farmhouse in Knocknasna, Abbeyfeale, Co. 
Limerick, on 4 July 1930 and baptised in the parish 
church, Abbeyfeale, the next day. He entered the 
Presentation Brothers Juniorate, Coláiste Muire, 
Douglas, Cork in August 1944. On completion of 
his Leaving Certificate examination at St Teresa’s 
College, Passage West, he was received into the Presentation Brothers on 12 
August 1948. Henceforth known within the congregation as Brother Clement, 
he made profession of vows on 12 August 1950. He attended the National 
University of Ireland, Cork, where he graduated with a BA degree in 1953 and 
a Higher Diploma in Education in 1954. He made his final vows on 12 
August 1953.  
 He taught in Presentation College, Cork, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, 
Presentation College, Cobh, Presentation College, Bray and Coláiste Therése, 
Cork. From his earliest days in the novitiate, he was entrusted with 
responsibilities. Subsequently, has held the posts of principal at Coláiste Therése, 
Cobh and Bray. He was also community leader in Mardyke House, 
Greenmount, Cobh and Bray. He was involved in formation for several years, 
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both in vocation fostering and as director of formation. He served on the 
retreat team at Mount St Joseph for several years and acted as spiritual 
director of groups of associate members.  
 He was a welcoming and supportive figure in every house where he 
lived, in addition to being a wise administrator, his smiling and benign 
presence underpinned by a native shrewdness. He had a wide circle of friends, 
all of whom had great regard and affection for him. His sudden death in the 
Cork University Hospital on 16 February 2015 came as shock to members of 
his family. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Cork, where 
he began his life as a Presentation Brother nearly seven decades earlier.  
 

McCarthy, John Alfred (1911-1960) 
John Francis McCarthy, son Michael McCarthy and his 
wife, Cathleen O’Donnell, was born in The Barracks, 
Kilcummin, Cahir, Co. Tipperary, on 12 April, 1911, 
and baptised in the local Catholic church the same day. 
He was educated at the local National school, before 
entering the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, 
Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 14 August, 1930. He 
received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Alfred, on 14 February, 1931. 
His new patron saint, St Alfred the Great (849-899 AD) was the great Saxon 
King of Wessex, who, in addition to being a King was also a scholar and holy 
man. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Alfred made profession of 
vows at Mount St Joseph on 29 March, 1933. He attended the National 
University of Ireland, Cork, where he obtained a BA degree, together with a 
Higher Diploma in Education. He taught at Presentation College, Glasthule 
(1937-1941; 1949-1951), and Presentation College, Bray (1947-1949), after 
which he was appointed superior and principal of St Michael’s Intermediate 
School, Enniskillen (1951-1957). About this time, his health became a cause 
of concern and he had an operation for a duodenal ulcer in August, 1952. He 
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had more stomach surgery in 1957. On his recovery, he was appointed 
principal of Presentation Secondary School, Milltown, in 1958, but he 
subsequently suffered a relapse and was confined to hospital in St Michael’s, 
Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin. He died there on 2 February, 1960, aged 48 years. 
He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, Dean’s Grange 
cemetery, Blackrock, Co. Dublin. The writer, Hugh Leonard, mentions 
Brother Albert (unfatteringly) in his memoir, Home Before Night (London: 
Andre Deutsche, 1979). 

McCarthy, John Paschal (1877-1951) 
John McCarthy, son of Cornelius McCarthy and his wife, Mary Horan, was 
born in Knockeenulika, Kilcummin, Killarney, Co. Kerry, on 8 July, 1877. He 
was educated at the Presentation Brothers’ School, Killarney, before entering 
the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers at the South Monastery, Cork, on 
31 May, 1893. The novitiate, however, was transferred to Mount St Joseph, 
Cork, in June, 1894, so, it was at Mount St Joseph that John received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Paschal, on 12 
July, 1895. His new patron saint was St Paschal Baylon (1540-1592), a Spanish 
Franciscan friar and mystic. Before a year had expired, however, John fell ill 
and he was sent home to recuperate on 17 June, 1896. He made a good 
recovery and returned on 7 August, 1897, to continue his novitiate training. 
He made his religious profession at Mount St Joseph on 7 August, 1897. 

Soon after his profession, Brother Paschal was transferred to St 
Vincent’s Orphanage, Orpington, Kent, where he spent several years. On his 
return to Ireland, he taught in the primary schools at Cobh (1911), St 
Patrick’s, Greenmount, Milltown, Enniskillen and Dungannon (1926), where 
he was school principal from 1926 to 1931 and 1940 to 1942. He retired in 
1942 and, after spending some time in Carrick-on-Shannon and Milltown, he 
came to Killarney in 1945. In December, 1950, he became ill and spent about 
a month in the hospital in Killarney. On 11 May 1951, he became very weak 
and fell in the bathroom. He was put to bed, but slowly deteriorated. He was 
anointed on 14 May and the doctor, who visited him regularly, diagnosed 
pneumonia on 20 May. He died in the early hours of the morning on 21 May, 
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1951, aged 73 years. He was interred in the cemetery at the old Presentation 
Brothers’ monastery in Killarney, his remains being subsequently translated to 
the Brothers’ burial plot, Aghadoe cemetery, overlooking the Lakes of 
Killarney.  

McCarthy, Richard Celsus (1862-1939) 
Richard McCarthy was born in Lixnaw, Co. Kerry, on 
15 August, 1862. He entered the Presentation Brothers’ 
novitiate, South Monastery, Cork, in January, 1882. 
After a period of postulancy, he received the religious 
habit, together with a new rel igious name, Brother 
Celsus, on 29 July, 1882. His new patron saint was St 
Celsus or St Ceallagh in Irish, a 12th century bishop of 
Armagh. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Celsus 
made profession of vows on 2 August, 1884. He qualified as a National 
teacher under the regulations of the Irish National Board of Education and 
proved to be a very successful teacher. He was the first superior in Boyle 
(1897-1903); the first superior in Carrick-on-Shannon (1903-1906); the second 
superior in Dungannon (1907-1909); superior in Enniskillen (1918-1919). He 
also taught in Killarney and Birr. After retirement in 1928, he was assigned to 
Glasthule (1933-1937). In 1937, he was transferred to St Joseph’s 
Greenmount, where he died on 25 July, 1939, aged 72 years. He was interred 
in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  

McCarthy, Timothy Albert (1873-1943) 
Timothy McCarthy, son of John and Mary McCarthy, was born in Roscarbery, 
Co. Cork, and baptised in the local Catholic church on 14 May, 1873. He 
entered the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, South Monastery, Cork, 
receiving the religious habit, together with a new religious name, on 11 
September, 1890. His new patron saint, St Albert the Great (c.1200-1280), 
was a famous German Dominican scholar, who was the tutor of the great St 
Thomas Aquinas. 
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On completion of his novitiate, Brother Albert 
made profession of vows at the South Monastery on 29 
May, 1893. He taught in several Presentation Brothers 
secondary schools in Ireland, including Presentation 
College, Cork; Presentation College, Cobh; Birr 
(superior 1903-1909); Enniskillen (superior 1915-1918; 
1921-1923). He was very successful in coaching 
students for scholarships and exhibitions offered by the 
Board of Intermediate Education. During his later 
years, which were spent in Glasthule, he suffered from ill-health. He died on 
15 April, 1943, aged 69 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ 
burial plot, Dean’s Grange cemetery, Blackrock, Co. Dublin. 

McCourt, John Rupert (1890-1959) 
John McCourt, son of John McCourt and his wife, 
Elizabeth Clarke, was born in Main Street, Birr, Co. 
Offaly, on 10 March, 1890, and baptised in the Catholic 
church, Birr, the following day. He was educated at the 
Presentation Brothers School, Birr, before entering the 
novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, Mount St 
Joseph, Cork, on 9 November, 1908. He received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Rupert, on 16 May, 1909. His new patron saint, St Rupert of Salzburg 
(660-710) was a member of the German nobility, who founded the city of 
Salzburg. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Rupert made his profession 
of vows on 25 May, 1911. He was then assigned to the English province, 
where he served in several schools, usually in leadership positions, including: 
Shibden Industrial School, Rochdale, 1921-1924; St Vincent’ Dartford, 
superior, 1924-1930; St Vincent’s Orphanage, Orpington, superior, 1933-
1939. He also spent some time as superior at Strawberry Hill, Twickenham. In 
1946, he was appointed superior at Mount St Joseph and, at the completion of 
his term of office in 1949, he returned to England and joined the staff of St 
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Thomas More School, West Grinstead. He died at Cheam Hospital, London, 
on 19 July, 1959, aged 69 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers 
burial plot attached to the Catholic church, West Grinstead, Sussex. 

McDermott, Michael Ignatius (1794-1816) 
The fact that little is known about Michael McDermott is indicative of his 
short life with the Society of the Presentation and with the lack of archival 
material dating from that period. From his grave stone, we calculate that he 
was born in 1794, but know neither his place of birth nor the names of his 
parents. He entered the Society of the Presentation at the North Monastery, 
Cork, in 1814, at the age of 20. When receiving the religious habit, he also 
received the religious name, Brother Ignatius. His new patron saint was St 
Ignatius of Loyola (1491-1556), a soldier who became the founder of the 
Jesuit Congregation.  

Brother McDermott died in the North Monastery, Cork, on 4 June, 
1816, aged 22 years. It may be that he made profession of vows on his 
deathbed, as was the custom at the time. He was buried in the Brothers’ burial 
plot in the North Monastery. It will be recalled that the congregation, then 
known as the Society of the Presentation, came to Cork in 1811 and that the 
North Monastery was its first foundation in Cork. The division of the original 
congregation into Presentation and Christian Brothers did not happen until 
later in 1822. 

 
 

McDermott, William Patrick (1859-1891) 
William McDermott was born in 1859 and entered the 
congreagation as a postulant at St Vincent’s School, 
Dartford, on 17 July, 1877. It is not clear whether his 
novitiate was done in Dartford or at the South 
Monastery, Cork. When receiving the religious habit, 
he also received a new religious name, Brother Patrick. 
His new patron saint was St Patrick, the national 
apostle and patron of Ireland. On completion of his 
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novitiate, Brother Patrick made his profession of vows in 1879. He was then 
assigned to St Vincent’s School, Dartford. Being a former member of the 
band of the Royal Engineers, at Brompton Barracks, Dock Road, Chatham, 
Kent, Brother Patrick organised a brass band for the boys at St Vincent’s 
school, Dartford. As the boys became more proficient, they were invited to 
play at various local functions, with Brother Patrick acting as bandmaster until 
his untimely death. There are numerous entries in school inspector’s reports 
for St Vincent’s about the excellence of the band. Brother Patrick was a 
delegate at the first General Chapter of the Presentation Brothers in Cork in 
1889.  

In 1891, there was an outbreak of Russian >flu, the first great modern 
pandemic. 125,000 people died from it in the UK in 1891, with the number of 
deaths increasing to 250,000 in 1892. A large number of boys caught the >flu 
in Dartford in 1891 and Brother Patrick, who was infirmarian, also went 
down with it. He died from the >flu on 10 November, 1891, aged 32 years. 
He was interred in the cemetery attached to the school, his remains later being 
translated to a communal Presentation Brothers grave in the grounds of St 
Vincent’s Catholic Church, Dartford. The Inspector General of Industrial 
Schools in the UK, Mr H Rodgers, wrote of Brother Patrick:  

I have heard of the death of Brother Patrick with the greatest regret. I 
have known him for many years and have always found him devoted 
to his work and a great influence on the children under his care 
(Feheney, 1976). 

On one occasion, when the school band was invited to play at a local function 
in Dartford, the invitation specified that only popular airs were required. 
However, without notice, the band was asked to open the proceedings by 
playing the British National Anthem. Brother Patrick replied that he would be 
happy to oblige, but that the organisers made no mention of this tune, and 
band members did not have their musical arrangements of the National 
Anthem with them. He saud that he would regretfully have to beg to be 
excused. A newspaper reporter, however, got wind of Brother Patrick’s 
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‘refusal’ to play the National Anthem and made it the subject of his column in 
a local paper, alleging that the refusal to play was motivated by Irish 
nationalistic sentiments. This forced Brother Patrick to publish a reply in the 
same paper, stating the facts of the matter, and offering to play the National 
Anthem at any future function, provided the band had advance notice.  

McDonald, Cyril Paul (1908-1976) 
Cyril McDonald was born in Sydney, Nova Scotia, 
Canada, on 8 April, 1907, and entered the 
Presentation Brothers’ novitiate in Longueuil, 
Quebec, on 15 September, 1924. He received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Paul, on 30 June, 1925. His new patron saint 
was the great Paul of Tarsus, the author of the 14 
epistles or letters to groups of early Christians. These 
letters form part of the Biblical New Testament. On 
completion of his novitiate, Brother Paul made profession of vows in 
Longueuil on 15 August, 1927. He obtained his BA degree from the 
University of Toronto and his MA degree from McGill University, Montreal.  

Brother Paul started teaching in Lachine school in 1926, subsequently 
moving to St Aloysius School (1927-1928), St Augustine School (1928-1930) 
and then to Catholic High School (1930-1934; 1935-1958). Other appointmens 
including teaching at Daniel O’Connel Highh School (1958-1960); ST 
Wilibrord’s Verdun (1960-1961); Verdun Catholic High school (1961-1972) 
and Montebello High School (1972-1974). He was superior and principal at 
Catholic High School, where he spent a substantial part of his professional 
career. Though he was a specialist mathematics teacher, he was better known 
as a gifted ice hockey coach, who was instrumental in helping Catholic High 
School achieve fame as the premier nursery for ice hockey players in Montreal. 
He was for many years a member of the Canadian Province Leadership team 
(1938-1944; 1970-1976). He retired to Longueuil, from where he did part-time 
teaching in Montebello High School. He died suddenly, while walking to Mass 
at the local parish church in Montebello on 2 February, 1976, aged 68 years. He 
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was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, St Antoine cemetery, 
Longueuil, Quebec. 

McGrath, John Senan (1876-1899) 
John McGrath, son of Michael McGrath and his wife, Catherine Normoyle, 
was born in Glin, Co. Limerick, on 6 May, 1876. He was educated at the local 
National school before entering the Presentation Brothers’ novitiate at the 
South Monastery, Cork, on 15 January, 1892. He received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Senan, at the new novitiate, Mount 
St Joseph, Cork, on 12 May, 1894. His new patron saint, St Senan, was a native 
of West Clare, who founded a famed monastery at Inis Cathaigh, now known as 
Scattery Island in the Shannon estuary, not far from Killydysart, Co. Clare. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Senan made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 28 May, 1898.  One year later, however, his health 
declined and he died on 4 April, 1899, aged 22 years. He was interred in the 
Presentation Brothers’ vault, South Monastery, now located in the grounds of 
Nano Nagle House, Douglas Street, Cork. 

McEntyre, Frederick Damien (1887-1982)  
Frederick McIntyre, son of Patrick McIntyre and his wife, Abigail Sample, was 
born in Koran Ban, Queen’s County, Prince Edward Island, Canada, on 23 
April, 1887. He worked as a salesman in the dairying industry before entering 
the Presentation Brothers at their novitiate, Longueuil, Quebec, on 29 May, 
1947. When receiving the religious habit, he also received a new religious name, 
Brother Damien. His new patron saint was St Peter Damien (1007-1072), an 
Italian Benedictine monk, who became a Cardinal and 
who has been declared a Doctor of the Church. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Damien 
made profession of vows in Longueuil on 1 July, 
1949. He taught at St Patrick’s Academy, Sherbrooke, 
Lafleche, Montreal and Prince George, British 
Columbia. He retired from regular class work in 1975, 
at the age of 78 years, but continued remedial teaching 
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for another four years, before retiring to Longueuil in 1919. 
Though he came late to the teaching profession, he proved to be a 
capable and enthusiastic teacher. In 1982, it was decided that he be given a pace-
maker to facilitate his breathing. Though the medical procedure was successful, 
his recovery did not go according to plan. He passed away peacefully in St 
Mary’s Hospital, Longueuil, on his birthday, 23 April, 1982, aged 85 years. He 
was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, St Antoine’s cemetery, 
Longueuil, Quebec.  

 

McKann, John Michael (1858-1878) 
There is little information available about John McCann, who was born about 
1858 in Keady, Co. Armagh. He joined the Presentation Brothers in Killarney 
on 3 April, 1877. On receiving the religious habit, he also received a new 
religious name, Brother Michael. His new patron saint was the great St 
Michael, Archangel, mentioned in the Bible. During the year following his 
reception, he became terminally ill. He made his profession shortly after 
Christmas, 1877, but he died on 21 March, 1878, aged 20 years. He was 
interred in the cemetery at the old monastery in Killarney, his remains being 
subsequently translated to the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, Aghadoe 
cemetery, overlooking the Lakes of Killarney. 

McGreevy, Patrick Oliver (1919-1998) 
Patrick McGreevy, son of Michael McGreevy and 
his wife, Ellen McNabb, was born in Gort, Carrick-
on-Shannon, Co. Leitrim, on 26 February, 1919, 
and baptised in the local Catholic church three days 
later. He attended Jamestown and the Presentation 
Brothers’, Carrick-on-Shannon, National schools, 
before entering the Juniorate, Coláiste Muire, 
Douglas, Cork, in August, 1934. On completion of 
his secondary education, he entered the 
Presentation Brothers’ novitiate, Mount St Joseph, receiving the religious 
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habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Oliver, on 6 August, 1937. 
His new patron saint, St Oliver Plunkett (1629-1681), Archbishop, was 
executed in Dundalk in 1681 for treason, the act of treason being to carry out 
his duties as a Catholic bishop.  
 At the end of his novitiate, Brother Oliver made profession of vows on 
12 August, 1939. After one year practice teaching, he entered St Mary’s 
Teacher Training College, Strawberry Hill, Twickenham, where he qualified as 
a teacher in 1943. He made his final profession in Reading in 1943, and, the 
same year, was assigned to teach at the Presentation Brothers’ primary school 
in Dungannon, Co. Tyrone. He remained there for the rest of his life, serving 
as superior (1950-1956; 1957-1963) and school principal (1948-1956; 1957-
1984).  He was also involved in extra-curricular activities, including school and 
parish choirs. He had a high profile in the local community. He died on 25 
February, 1998, aged (almost) 89 years. He was interred in the Presentation 
Brothers’ burial plot, Dungannon, Co. Tyrone. He was a brother of Brother 
William Mel McGreevy (qv). 
 

McGreevy, William Mel (1917-1994) 
William McGreevy, son of Michael and Ellen McNabb, 
was born in Gort. Carrick-on-Shannon, Co. Leitrim, on 
15 February, 1917, and baptised in Carrick-on-
Shannon Catholic church two days later. He attended 
Jamestown and the Presentation Brothers’, Carrick-on-
Shannon, primary schools, before entering the 
congregation’s juniorate, Coláiste Muire,, Douglas, Cork, 
on 20 August, 1931. On completion of his secondary 
education, he entered the Presentation Brothers’ 
novitiate, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 16 July, 1935. He received the religious 
habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Mel, on 6 August, 1935. His 
new patron saint, St Mel, was a nephew of St Patrick, who accompanied his 
uncle to Ireland and helped in the evangelisation of the island. St Patrick 
appointed him first bishop of the diocese of Armagh. 
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At the end of his novitiate, Brother Mel made profession of vows at 
Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1937. After one year of practice teaching, he 
entered the De La Salle Teacher Training College, Waterford, where he 
qualified as a primary teacher in 1941. He then taught in Killarney until 1945, 
when he was appointed to teach at Greenmount National School (1946-1955). 
Subsequently, he taught at Birr (1955-1961); Letterkenny (1961-1980), where 
he was superior and principal (1972-1980); Glasthule (1980-1981), Dungannon 
(1981-1984) and Cobh (1984-1985). He retired in 1982, but took on the duties 
of bursar in Cobh. In the following years, he had some health problems, and 
had surgery for hernia (1989).  Though he seemed to make a good recovery 
from a lingering illness in 1994, he was removed to the Bon Secours Hospital 
in the month of October and died on 18 October, 1994, aged 77 years. He was 
interred in the cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, Cork. He was a brother 
of Brother Patrick Oliver McGreevy (qv) 

McGuinness, Noel Colman (1922-1986) 
Noel McGuiness, son of Edward McGuiness and his 
wife, Lucy Elliott, was born in Bridge Street, 
Skibbereen, Co. Cork, on 13 December, 1922, and 
baptised in Skibbereen Catholic Church the 
following day. He was educated at Skibbereen 
National school, before entering the Presentation 
Brothers juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, at 
the end of August, 1936. On completion of his 
secondary schooling, he entered the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, 
Mount St Joseph, Cork. When receiving the religious habit on 12 August, 1941, 
he also received a new religious name, Brother Colman. His new patron saint, 
St Colman of Cloyne (522-600), was a poet and a bard before his conversion to 
Christianity late in life through the influence of St Brendan. Colman was 
appointed first bishop of the diocese of Cloyne in east Cork. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Colman made profession of vows on 
6 August, 1943.  After a year of practice teaching, he entered De La Salle 
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Teacher Training College, Waterford, where he qualified as a primary teacher. 
He was then assigned to the English province, where he taught in St Joseph’s 
Orphanage, Orpington, for some years. He returned to Ireland in August, 1950, 
and was assigned to Cobh, where he served as deputy principal and house 
bursar (1950-1957). He was transferred to Birr in 1957, where he remained until 
his transfer to Kinsale in 1961. He also served as bursar in Kinsale. In 1962, he 
was transferred to St Patrick’s National School, Greenmount, where he 
remained until his transfer to St Joseph’s school, Mardyke, in 1970. He was 
resident in Mardyke House, where he also performed the duties of bursar. He 
suffered a heart attack in December, 1974, but made a good recovery in the 
Mercy Hospital. On the evening of 20 January, 1986, he was found dead in his 
woodwork workshop. The cause of death was a massive heart attack. He was 
63 years at the time of death. He was interred in the cemetery attached to Mount 
St Joseph, Cork. Brother Colman was skilful, self-taught craftsman in 
woodwork. He also helped with school choirs, often playing a keyboard 
accompaniment.  

McKenna, John Isidore (1883-1972) 
John McKenna, son of James McKenna and his wife, 
Sarah Cull, was born in Giddawn, Arigna, Kilronan, 
Co. Roscommon, on 17 September, 1883. He was 
educated at the local National school, after which he 
worked in the coal mines in Arigna. On 15 June, 1907, 
he entered the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, 
Mount St Joseph, Cork. He received the religious 
habit, together with a new religious name, Brother 
Isidore, on 18 April, 1908. His new patron saint was St 
Ididore (560-636), Archbishop of Seville.  

At the conclusion of his novitiate, Brother Isidore made profession of 
vows at Mount St Joseph on 3 June, 1910. Since he considered himself too 
old to start studies to qualify as a teacher, he opted for the status of >lay’ or 
>co-adjutor’ Brother. He spent some years in the Canadian province and, on 
his return, was resident at Mount St Joseph for many years, where one of his 
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duties was responsibility of the dining room. Many of the Presentation 
Brothers, who passed through Mount St Joseph in his time, will remember his 
rendition at community >Gaudeamus’ celebrations, of popular Irish ballads, 
such as that of TD Sullivan on the death of King Conor McNessa. In his later 
years, Brother Isidore was cared for by the Bon Secours Sisters at St Joseph’s 
Nursing Home, Mount Desert, Cork. He died there on 19 August, 1972, aged 
88 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Cork.  

McKeown, Michael Lewis (1938-2022) 
Michael Adrian McKeown, son of Michael McKeown and 
his wife, Josephine Corr, was born in Tamnavally, Ardbo, 
Co. Tyrone, on 6 September 1938 and baptised in the 
Catholic church, Ardbo, the same day. He entered the 
Presentation Brothers Juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, 
Cork, in August 1950 and there completed his 
Intermediate and Leaving Certificates of education. 
Coming from Northern Ireland, where, at the time, there 
is less emphasis on Irish than in the Irish Republic, he initially experienced 
some difficulty since Coláiste Muire, being an A school, taught several of the 
subjects on the curriculum through the medium of Irish. He joined the 
Presentation Brothers at Mount St Joseph, Cork, receiving the religious habit, 
together with a new name, Brother Lewis, on 12 August 1956. At the end of 
the novitiate, he made profession of first vows on 12 August 1958. Three 
years later, he made perpetual profession.  

After some initial experience of teaching, he attended the National 
University of Ireland, Cork, where he studied music for his BA degree, 
graduating in 1963. The following year he obtained his Higher Diploma in 
Education. In 1971 he completed a postgraduate diploma in Catechetics at 
Mount Oliver, Dundalk. Later, he returned to the university in Cork to study 
for a Bachelor of Music degree, which he obtained in 1982. In addition to 
being an excellent musician, he was also a gifted artist, though his overall 
performance in either field was arguably sometimes inhibited by his continual 
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striving for perfection. It might be said that in his case ‘the best was oft the 
enemy of the good’. He brought the school band at St Joseph’s College, 
Dungannon, to a high level of achievement and published an arrangement of 
traditional Irish songs in two and three-part arrangements for equal voices 
under the title of An Cór Gaelach. He was also responsible to the completion 
of the drawings and graphics for the booklet marking the centenary (1876-
1976) of St Patrick’s Catholic Church, Dungannon.  

He taught in Coláiste Therése (1963-1965; 1966-1967); Coláiste Muire 
(1965-1966); Dungannon (1967-1980; 1982-1992). He was also archivist at 
Mount St Joseh (1995-2002), a member of the Glór na hAbhann team, 
Dungarvan (2002-2006), and a pioneer in the mission team in Slovakia (2007-
2012). On his return from Slovakia, he spent some years in Glasthule before 
taking up residence at Maiville, Cork, in 2017. In 2021, his health seriously 
declined, and he was transferred to Abbeylands Nursing Home, Kildorrery, 
Co. Cork. He died there on 3 March 2022. His funeral Mass was celebrated at 
Mount St Joseph, Cork, after which his remains were taken to Ardbo, Co. 
Tyrone, where he was interred in the McKeown family burial plot in 
Mullinahoe cemetery.  
 

McLoughlin, Michael Nessan (1912-1957) 
Michael McLaughlin, son of Patrick McLaughlin and 
his wife, Mary McTiernan, was born in Townlion, 
Fivemilebourne, Drumlease, Co. Leitrim, on 1 March, 
1912, and baptised in the local Catholic church the 
same day. He was educated at the local National 
school, before entering the Presentation Brothers’ 
novitiate, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 14 August, 1930. 
On completion of a period of postulancy, he received 
the religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Nessan, at 
Mount St Joseph on 14 February, 1931. His new patron saint, Nessan, was an 
Irish monk, who founded a monastery at Mungret, near Limerick. 
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At the end of his novitiate, Brother Nessan made profession of vows at 
Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1933. In 1936, he was transferred to 
Presentation College, Glasthule, where he taught for two years, until he was 
assigned to Mardkyke House, Cork, while teaching at Presentation College 
junior school. He fulfilled the duties of assistant superior and bursar at 
Mardyke House. In 1943, he was chosen to be a member of the foundation 
community at St John Fisher Approved School, Wymondley, Herts. In 1944, 
he was transferred to Presentation College, Reading, where he taught until his 
transfer to St Vincent’s Orphanage, Orpington, where he was appointed 
superior (1957). His term of office, however, was to be brief. He died 
suddenly in Orpington on 24 November, 1957, aged 45 years. He was interred 
in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, Orpington, Kent.   

McMahon, Martin Ambrose (1918-1997) 
Martin Augustine McMahon, son of Thomas McMahon 
and his wife, Catherine Reddan, was born in Nenagh, Co. 
Tipperary, on 19 July, 1918, and baptised in the local 
Catholic church three days later. After completing his 
primary schooling, he went to work on the family farm. 
Subsequently, his father sold the family farm in Nenagh 
and purchased another in Lucan, Co. Dublin. Through his association with 
Brother Lewis Walsh, then superior and principal at Presentation College, 
Bray, he was attracted to the life of the Presentation Brothers. He entered the 
novitiate, Mount St Joseph, on 8 January, 1946. He received the religious 
habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Ambrose, on 29 June, 
1946. His new patron saint was the great St Ambrose (338-397), bishop of 
Milan, who received St Augustine into the Church, and who, like St 
Augustine, is classed as a Doctor of the Church.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Ambrose made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 12 August, 1948. Because of his age at entry, he 
declined the opportunity to study for a teaching qualification and opted, 
instead, to be a >lay’ or >co-adjustor’ member of the congregation, though 
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this classification was soon afterwards abolished. He worked at Mount St 
Joseph for some years, acting as bursar and general handyman. He was 
mechanically minded and his DIY skills were always welcome. In 1949, he 
was diagnosed with tuberculosis and spent about nine months in Heatherside 
Sanatorium, Doneraile, Co. Cork, receiving treatment. On his release, he was 
appointed bursar at Presentation College, Bray (1950-1957). In 1957, he had 
another attack of tuberculosis and he spent a year (1957-1958) in a chest 
hospital. In 1958, he returned to Mount St Joseph and, in 1960, he was 
transferred to Mardyke House, Cork, and appointed bursar at nearby 
Presentation College. In 1963, it was decided to permit him to try the effect of 
the Caribbean climate on his health. He was, accordingly, transferred to 
Presentation College, Barbados, in October 1963. The climate there seemed 
to be beneficial for him and he settled down to work in the West Indian 
province. 

In Barbados, he helped with the novices and accepted the post of 
Vocations Promoter. In 1967, he was transferred to St Lucia as bursar, but, in 
1970, he moved back to Barbados, where his services were required in the 
novitiate at Haynes Hill. In 1973, a recurrence of chest trouble forced him to 
return to Ireland for medical treatment, but, after treatment and recuperation, 
he returned to Barbados in June, 1974. He was now given two responsibilities: 
bursar in Presentation College in Barbados and provincial bursar for the West 
Indies province, then spread over four islands: Trinidad, St Lucia, Grenada 
and Barbados. He also continued his role in fostering vocations. His work 
now required that he travel to the Presentation colleges in different islands to 
audit financial accounts.  

In later years, Brother Ambrose was transferred to Trinidad. When his 
health declined further, and nursing care was required, he went to live at St 
Peter’s Nursing Home, located near the Benedictine Abbey, Mount St 
Benedict. He died there on 21 February, 1997, aged 78 years. He was buried 
in the Monks’ burial plot in the Benedictine Abbey, Mount St Benedict, 
Tunapuna, Trinidad. 
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McNamara, Thaddeus Liguori (1869-1898) 
Thaddeus McNamara, son of Michael and Margaret McNamara, was born in 
Scariff, Co. Clare, in 1869. He entered the novitiate of the Presentation 
Brothers at the South Monastery, Cork, in 1888. When receiving the religious 
habit, he also received a new name, Brother Liguori. His new patron saint was 
St Alphonsus Liguori (1696-1787), an Italian bishop, who founded the 
Redemptorist congregation. 

In December, 1889, Brother Liguori was transferred to St Vincent’s 
School, Dartford. He seems to have made his profession of vows there in 
August, 1890. Subsequently, he returned to Ireland and was assigned to St 
Joseph’s, Greenmount. His health, however, declined and he died on 6 July, 
1898, aged 29 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ vault, 
South Monastery, in the grounds of the present Nano Nagle House, Douglas 
Street, Cork.  

McNellis, Patrick Camillus (1904-1949) 
Patrick McNellis, son of Bernard McNellis and his wife, Maryanne McGirr, 
was born in Tychney, Co. Tyrone, on 29 January, 1904. He was educated at 
the local National school, before entering the Presentation Brothers’ 
Preparatory School, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 24 April, 1923. He sought 
entry to the Presentation Brothers, and, on being accepted, received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Camillus, on 
Presentation Day, 21 November, 1923. His new patron saint, St Camillus De 
Lellis (1550-1614), was an Italian priest who founded a religious congregation 
to care for sick people.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Camillus made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on Presentation Day, 21 November, 1925. He attended 
De La Salle Teacher Training College, Waterford, where he qualified as a 
National teacher in 1933. He was then appointed to teach in Kinsale, but, in 
1937, he was appointed superior and principal (1937-1943) in Killarney. He 
then returned to Kinsale, where he was superior (1944-1949) and principal 
(1943-1949). While in Kinsale, he was responsible for starting a >secondary 
top’ in the national school i.e. classes for senior pupils working towards the 
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secondary school qualifications, Intermediate and Leaving Certificate. During 
the summer vacation he conducted summer schools in music for the 
temporary professed Brothers in Mount St Joseph. In 1949, his health broke 
down and he entered the Mercy Hospital, Cork, where he died on 22 
December, 1949, aged 45 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St 
Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  

McSweeney, Edmond Ignatius (1906-1974)  
Edmund McSweeney, son of John McSweeney and his 
wife, Kate Sullivan, was born in Carrrigelena, 
Dromohane, Mallow, Co. Cork, on 20 June, 1906. He 
was educated at Dromahane National School before 
entering the Cistercian Monastery, Mount Melleray, 
Cappoquin, Co. Waterford. He was professed as a 
Cistercian monk, but transferred to the Presentation 
Brothers on 24 September, 1947. He received the habit 
of the Presentation Brothers, together with a new name, Brother Ignatius, on 
29 March, 1948. His new patron saint was Ignatius of Loyola (1491-1556), a 
member of the Basque nobility, who founded the Jesuits. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Ignatius made profession of 
vows on 10 April, 1950. He was then employed in the farm and on domestic 
and maintenance work at Mount St Joseph. After a few years, symptoms of 
multiple sclerosis began to appear and he gradually lost his mobility. 
Eventually, he became a patient in St Patrick’s Hospital, Military Hill, Cork. 
He spent many years there, confined to bed, becoming a well-known and 
much-loved character. Christy Kenneally speaks of him affectionately in his 
memoir, The New Curate (Mercier Press, 1997). Brother Ignatius died at St 
Patrick’s Hospital on 5 October, 1974, aged 67 years. He was interred in the 
cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Cork.  
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McSwiney, Daniel Calasanctius (1871-1953) 
Daniel McSwiney, son of Denis and Catherine 
McSwiney, was born in Ballincollig, Co. Cork, and 
baptised in the local parish church on 10 September, 
1871. He attended Ballincollig National School, before 
entering the South Monastery, Douglas Street, Cork, as 
an aspirant on 4 August, 1891, at the age of 20. He 
received the habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Calasanctius, on 22 February, 1892. His new 
patron saint, St Joseph Calasanctius (1557-1648), was a 
Spanish saint.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Calasanctius made profession 
of vows at the South Monastery on 24 February, 1894. He spent some years 
in England, where he was superior in Dartford (1911-1913; 1915-1916; 1920-
1924), Orpington (1901), Newcastle-on-Tyne (1901-1904) and Shibden, 
Halifax (1913-1915; 1918-1919). He was transferred to Presentation College, 
Bray, in January, 1924, and is credited with coaching the athletic team that 
won many prizes in the Leinster Colleges Sports in June, 1929. In August, 
1932, he was transferred from Bray to St Patrick’s Greenmount, where he 
took up a post in the National School, teaching there until his retirement in 
1936. He continued to serve in St Patrick’s, Greenmount, as bursar, until 
1943, when he was transferred to St Joseph’s Greenmount. He died there on 
6 March, 1953, aged 81 years. He was interred in the cemetery attached to 
Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork. 
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McSwiney, Timothy Malachy (1844-1906) 
Timothy McSwiney was born in Macroom, Co. 
Cork, about 1844. He survived the Great Famine 
and, on 16 May, 1868, at the age of 25, presented 
himself for entry to the Presentation Brothers at 
the monastery, Killarney, Co. Kerry. He received 
the religious habit, together with a new religious 
name, Brother Malachy, on the feast of the 
Presentation, 21 November, 1868. His new patron 
saint, Malachy, was Archbishop of Armagh, a 
friend of St Bernard, and eponymous author of the famed Prophecies of St 
Malachy. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Malachy made profession of 
vows on 2 January, 1871, in Killarney. He seems to have been an able and 
diligent student, because he soon made a name for himself as a teacher. He 
joined the Milltown community, where, with Brother Alphonsus O’Connell, 
as superior and principal, they established an enviable reputation for the 
Brothers’ school, which was locally known as the >Little Academy’. Moreover, 
>Mr Mac’ (Malachy) and the >Master’ (Alphonsus) became household names 
in the area. Their partnership lasted about a dozen years. Brother Malachy was 
superior in Milltown (1876-1877). Subsequently, he was transferred to 
Kinsale, where he died on 6 December, 1906, aged 63 years. He was interred 
in the Presentation Brothers vault, South Monastery, now located in the 
grounds of Nano Nagle House, Douglas Street, Cork. He was an uncle of 
Brother Denis Theobald O’Driscoll (qv). 
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McTiernan, Gerald Urban (1912-1983) 
Gerald McTiernan, son of John McTiernan and his 
wife, Anne Kerrigan, was born in Doonkelly, Five Mile 
Bourne, Co. Sligo, on 12 December, 1912. He entered 
the Presentation Brothers novitiate, Mount St Joseph, 
Cork, on 14 August, 1930. He received the religious 
habit, together with a new religious name, Brother 
Urban, on 14 February, 1931. His new patron saint, St 
Urban (327-390) was the Bishop of Langres in France 
and is the patron saint of all who work in the wine 
industry. 

When Brother Urban had completed his novitiate, he made profession 
of vows on 29 March, 1933. He attended De La Salle Teacher Training 
College, Waterford, where he qualified as a National teacher. He then taught 
in several of the Presentation Brothers primary schools, including Killarney 
(1953-1954); Kinsale (1959); Cobh (1959-1964); Birr (1954-1956) and 
Letterkenny (1965-1974). He was superior and principal at the South 
Monastery (1943-1949) and held the same posts at St Joseph’s, Greenmount 
(1956-1959). He was very successful with school choirs. When he retired in 
1974, he went to Bray and taught for three more years. He then went to Birr 
(1977-1982), but, when his health began to deteriorate, he returned to Bray in 
1982. The following year, he had to enter St Michael’s Hospital, Dun 
Laoghaire, where he died on 23 December, 1983, aged 83 years. He was 
interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, Dean’s Grange cemetery, 
Blackrock, Co. Dublin. 

McTiernan, John Oliver (1897-1951) 
John McTiernan, son of James McTiernan and his wife, Bridget Cunningham, 
was born in Calry, Five Mile Bourne, Co. Sligo, on 18 March, 1897. He 
entered the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 
16 August, 1915. He received the religious habit, together with a new religious 
name, Brother Cajetan, on 24 April, 1916. His new patron saint, Cajetan 
(1480-1547), was an Italian, was the founder of the Theatine Congregation.  
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At the end of his novitiate, Brother Cajetan made profession of vows 
on 11 November, 1918. He came to dislike the name, Cajetan, however, and, 
at his final profession on 11 November, 1921, he changed his name to 
Brother Oliver.  His new patron saint was Blessed Oliver Plunkett (1629-
1681), Archbishop of Armagh, who though arrested in Ireland, was taken to 
England to be tried for treason (i.e. operating as a Catholic bishop in penal 
times), convicted, hanged, drawn and quartered at Tyburn. From then on, 
John McTiernan was known as Brother Oliver. 

In the 1920s, Brother Oliver was transferred to the Canadian province, 
where, in the following years, he taught at several Presentation Brothers’ 
schools in the Montreal area. Thus, in 1930, we find him at the Sacred Heart 
School; In 1931, he moved to St Patrick’s Academy, Sherbrooke; from 1934 
to 1942, he taught at Daniel O’Connell High School, Montreal; In 1942, he 
was transferred to Canon O’Meara School; in 1943, he was transferred to St 
Augustine’s; in 1944, he was transferred to St Gabriel’s school. In 1951, he 
was involved in a traffic accident, from which he died on 22 April, 1951, aged 
54 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, St Antoine 
cemetery, Longueuil, Quebec.  

Mehigan, Charles De Sales (1863-1947) 
Charles Mehigan, son of Denis Mehigan, was born 
in Nicholas Hill, off Douglas Street, Cork, on 17 
May, 1863.  His father was a cabinet maker and his 
paternal grandfather a farmer in the Douglas area 
of Cork. He was educated at the South Monastery 
school, before entering the Presentation Brothers’ 
novitiate in the South Monastery on 6 August, 
1879. An intelligent and able student, he was sent 
almost immediately into the classroom. Though he had monitors to help in 
the instruction, the entire class, for which he was responsible, numbered 135 
students. The monitorial system then being used by the Presentation Brothers 
was based on that devised by Joseph Lancaster (1778-1838), the pioneering 
English educationalist. After two years of postulancy, he received the religious 
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habit, together with a new religious name, Brother De Sales, on 27 August, 
1881. His new patron saint was St Francis De Sales (1567-1622), Bishop of 
Geneva, who was also author of a famous religious book, Introduction to the 
Devout Life. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother De Sales made profession of vows 
on 1 September, 1883. He was then appointed to teach at the recently 
established Presentation College, at the time, located in the South Mall, Cork. 
He continued to teach there when the college moved to the Grand Parade, 
Cork. He was a gifted student and qualified as a teacher under the rules of the 
Board of National Education (1910). He also obtained a BA (1909) and an 
MA (1911) from the Royal University. About 1890, he was sent, with Brother 
Austin Shanahan, to raise funds in the USA and he left us a journal covering 
this period. He was a man that could adapt to many and varying 
circumstances and he had one of the most varied careers of any Presentation 
Brother. He held a great variety of appointments, including Superior (1894-
1906; 1918-1919; 1929-1931) and Master of Novices (1894-1905; 1918-1919; 
1927-1929) Mount St Joseph; superior and headmaster, Dartford (1892-1895; 
1907-1908); superior and headmaster, Plymouth (1919-1925). He also taught 
in Presentation College, Glasthule and in the Preparatory School, Mount St 
Joseph. He was also principal of the Teacher Training College, Mount St 
Joseph (1904-1910).   

Brother De Sales had a great facility for writing. His writings might be 
divided into four groups. The first consisted of books dealing with religious 
education and religious instruction, including The Supplementary Catechism; 
Introduction to the Devout Life by St Francis De Sales; Guide, Counsellor and Friend 
and Catholic Life. The second group consisted of various writings on pedagogy, 
including, The Teacher’s Companion. The third group consisted of short 
biographies of selected Presentation Brothers, together with the journal, 
Presentation Record, published between 1916 and 1924. The lives of the 
Brothers, like similar works of that period, today read more like hagiographies 
than biographies. But the Presentation Record was a valuable resource for 
subsequent historians of the Presentation Brothers. Moreover, it is sad to 
relate that he would have continued this journal, had he not been stopped 
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from publishing it by the Congregational Leadership of that period. The 
fourth group included his newspaper and magazine articles. For a number of 
years he contributed a weekly column to The Cork Examiner under the pen 
name Senex (Old Man). He also wrote for The Missionary Annals of the Sacred 
Heart and he contributed a regular column for the Christian Brother’s 
schoolboy magazine, Our Boys, under the pen name, Brother Bonafacio, which a 
modern historian of that magazine has judged to be one of the more 
educationally formative of the articles that magazine featured. 

Brother De Sales spent his retirement visiting different schools and 
giving religious instruction when invited to do so. The list of schools included 
the Presentation Brothers’ juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork. The 
principal of one of the schools in the suburbs of Cork, which he visited 
regularly, wrote after his death: 

When, in our school, I made the following announcement, >Boys, I 
have sad news for you: Brother De Sales is dead!’, I have never seen 
young boys so touched. They were dumbfounded. To them, he was an 
institution. His fortnightly visits were looked forward to with such 
enthusiasm. He regaled the senior boys with stories, anecdotes and 
reminiscences and all his stories had a moral, so delicately interwoven 
as to be unnoticed..... (Feheney, 1999) 

Brother De Sales died suddenly at the South Monastery, Cork, on 9 
September, 1947, aged 84 years. He was interred in the cemetery attached to 
Mount St Joseph, Cork. 
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Meskell, Thomas Gerard (1874-1858) 
Thomas Meskell, son of Patrick and Johanna Meskell, 
was born in Ardfinnan, Co. Tipperary, and baptised in 
his local Catholic church on 4 April, 1874. He entered 
the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers at the South 
Monastery, Cork, on 1 September, 1891. He received 
the religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Gerard, on 17 April, 1892. His new patron 
saint was St Gerard Majella (1726-1755), a 
Redemptorist lay Brother. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Gerard made profession of vows 
on 23 April, 1894. He then joined the English province and became a 
member of staff of St Vincent’s Orphanage, Orpington, where he was 
superior (1910-1916). He was also on the staff of St Vincent’s school, 
Dartford, before going to St Thomas More School, West Grinstead, Sussex. 
He died suddenly at West Grinstead on 2 June, 1958, aged 84 years. He was 
interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, West Grinstead parish 
church, Sussex.  

 

Mitchell, George Alphonso (1892-1958) 
George Mitchell, son of George Mitchell and his wife, 
Bridget Meara, was born in Fortel, Birr, Co. Offaly, on 
11 March, 1892. He attended the Presentation Brothers’ 
school, Birr, before entering the novitiate of the 
Presentation Brothers, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 6 
January, 1909. He received the religious habit, together 
with a new religious name, Brother Alphonso, on 12 
September, 1909.  His new patron saint, St Alphonsus 
Liguori (1696-1787), was an Italian bishop who founded the Redemptorist 
congregation. George Mitchell chose the Italian version of the name, 
Alphonso.  
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At the end of his novitiate, Brother Alphonso made profession of vows 
on 7 April, 1912. After some practice teaching in Cork city, he attended De La 
Salle Teacher Training College, Waterford, where he qualified as a National 
teacher. Subsequently, he attended the National University of Ireland and 
obtained a BA degree. He taught in Enniskillen, Carrick-on-Shannon, St 
Patrick’s Greenmount (superior, 1929-1931), before becoming principal at St 
Joseph’s school Mardyke (1932-1935) and then superior and principal in 
Killarney (1935-1937). In 1931, he was elected to the Central Leadership 
Team (1931-1937; 1937-1945; 1945-1951). He returned to St Joseph’s School, 
Mardyke as principal (1937-1944) and, in 1951, he was appointed principal of 
Presentation College Cork (1945-51). In 1951, he was elected Congregational 
Leader of the Presentation Brothers (1951-1957). In 1957, he was again 
elected to the Central Leadership Team, but he died suddenly on 11 March, 
1958, aged 66 years.  He was interred in the cemetery attached to Mount St 
Joseph, Cork. He was a man of great personal charm, allied with good 
leadership qualities and administrative ability. 

Moloney, Thomas Baptist (1842-1910) 
Thomas Moloney was born in Abbeyfeale, Co. 
Limerick, in 1842. He received his first education in 
the local National School. In 1863, at the age of 21, 
he entered the Presentation Brothers at the South 
Monastery, Douglas Street, Cork. Brother Paul 
Townsend was his local superior. On receipt of the 
habit at his religious reception, he took the name, 
Brother Baptist. He possessed great gifts for 
relating to young people and, after mastering the 
basics of class management, he began teaching in 
the Lancastrian School, Washington Street, Cork, under Brother Townsend. 
He made his religious profession in January, 1866. Soon after this, he was 
transferred to St Patrick’s Orphanage, Greenmount, Cork, where he quickly 
achieved near-hero status with the boys there. One of his past students 
described how he first won the student’s admiration: 
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He called us together one afternoon, by the breaking of a rod in his 
hand, that the punishment system had ended in Greenmount and that 
from now on the boys would be ruled by the merit system, and that 
honour would be exacted from each one of us. (Conroy, in Feheney 
1966, 43) 

Though Brother Baptist was eminently successful as Superintendent of the 
Orphanage in Greenmount, he received a new appointment in 1877, when he 
was appointed Superior and Principal of a new Presentation foundation in 
Birr, Co. Offaly. The new community consisted of four Brothers:  Stanislaus 
Kenneally from Moyvane, De Sales O’Connor and Leo O’Sullivan from 
Duagh, Co. Kerry, and Baptist Moloney. Baptist was a delegate at the first 
General Chapter of the Presentation Brothers in the South Monastery, Cork, 
and, on 1 July, 1889, he was elected a member of the Congregational 
Leadership Team, known as the General Council. This necessitated his 
transfer to Cork, where he laboured for another twenty years. He died after a 
short illness on 23 July, 1910, aged 67 years. He was buried in the cemetery 
attached to Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  

Moore, Patrick Bernard (1852-1879) 
Patrick Moore was a native of Listowel, Co. Kerry, and was born about 1852. 
He entered the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers in Killarney towards the 
end of 1874. He was still a postulant (an aspirant residing with the Brothers) 
when he attended the ceremony of the formal reading of the Decree of 
Approval of the Congregation of the Presentation Brothers in the South 
Chapel, Cork, on 1 January, 1875. There is no record of his reception or 
profession, which it is assumed took place about 1877. He died in Killarney 
on 13 January, 1879, aged 27 years. He was interred in the cemetery in the old 
Presentation Brothers’ monastery Killarney, his remains being subsequently 
translated to the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, Aghadoe cemetery, 
overlooking the Lakes of Killarney. 
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Morrissey, Patrick David (1922-2009) 
Patrick Morrissey, son of John Morrissey and his wife, 
Annie Quinn, was born in Barnaderg, Killerin, Co. 
Galway, on 9 May, 1922, and baptised in the local 
Catholic church six days later. He was educated at 
Barnaderg National school, before entering the 
Presentation Brothers juniorate, Coláiste Muire, 
Douglas, Cork, on 28 August, 1936. On completion of 
his secondary schooling, he applied for admission to 
the Presentation Brothers and, on being accepted, he 
received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother David, on 6 August, 1940. His new patron saint, St 
David (500-589) was a Welsh bishop, who is patron saint of Wales. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother David made profession of vows at 
Mount St Joseph on 6 August, 1942. He then taught for a year in Birr (1942-
1943), before studying for a BA degree in languages at the National University 
of Ireland, Cork. He obtained his degree in 1945 and a Higher Diploma in 
Education in 1955. He taught in Kinsale (1945-1947), his alma mater, Coláiste 
Muire (1947-1952), Glasthule (1952-1955), Bray (1955-1956), Cobh (1956-
1960), Presentation College, Cork (1960-1965) and Glasthule (1965-1966). In 
the 1940s, he suffered from tuberculosis and had surgery, resulting in the loss 
of one of his lungs, together with some ribs. He made a good recovery, 
however, and, though never after enjoying robust health, rarely, if ever, 
missed a day from school. In 1966, he was transferred to Presentation 
College, Bray, where he remained for the next 37 years. When Bray closed in 
2003, he moved to Birr, where he spent his remaining years. Shortly before his 
death, he was removed to local Nursing Home, where he obtained the 
necessary medical and nursing care. He died on 18 August, 2009, aged 87 
years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, 
Cork. There were several appreciations of him from grateful past student in 
the local press following his death.  
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Moynihan, Daniel Polycarp (1886-1930) 
Daniel Moynihan, son of Patrick and Mary Moynihan, was born in Rathmore, 
Co. Kerry, on 4 June, 1886, and baptised in 
Rathmore Catholic church two days later. He was 
educated at Rathmore National school, before 
entering the Presentation Brothers’ Preparatory 
School, Mount St Joseph, on 16 June, 1900. He 
received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Polycarp, at Mount St 
Joseph on 6 July, 1901. His new patron saint was 
Polycarp, a second-century bishop of Smyrna, in 
modern Turkey, who was martyred for his faith.  

At the conclusion of his novitiate, Brother Polycarp made profession of 
vows on 10 June, 1903. His first teaching appointment was in Presentation 
College, Cork, junior school, after which he spent some time in Milltown, Co. 
Kerry, before being assigned to Presentation College, Glasthule, in August, 
1908. In 1911, he was selected to be one of a group of Brothers who went to 
Canada to open a school in Sherbrooke, Quebec. Originally a primary school 
only, this school gradually grew into a second level school, St Patrick’s 
Academy, Sherbrooke. After 12 years there, he was appointed superior of St 
Aloysius’ School, Montreal, in 1923, and, in 1926, he spent a year at Catholic 
High School, Montreal, before returning to St Aloysius’ as superior and 
principal of the junior school. His health gradually began to cause concern 
and, in 1930, he went to St Mary’s Hospital, Montreal, for surgery, but failed 
to recover after the operation. He died on 14 May, 1930, aged 43 years. He 
was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, St Antoine Cemetery, 
Longueuil, Quebec. He was highly regarded as a teacher and a religious. He 
was a brother of Patrick Alexis Moynihan (qv) and Denis Canisius Moynihan 
(qv) and he was a first cousin of Bishop Denis J Moynihan (1885-1975) of 
Kerry.  
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Moynihan, Denis Canisius (1883-1965) 
Denis Moynihan, son of Patrick and Mary Moynihan, 
was born in Rathmore, Co. Kerry, on 14 September, 
1883, and baptised in Rathmore Catholic church the 
following day. He was educated at Rathmore National 
school, before entering the Preparatory school of the 
Presentation Brothers at Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 
12 January, 1901. He received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Canisius, 
on 13 July, 1901. His new patron saint was St Peter 
Canisius (1521-1597), a Jesuit priest, university teacher and delegate to the 
Council of Trent. 
 At the end of his novitiate, Brother Canisius made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 31 October, 1903. Soon afterwards, he was transferred 
to the English province, where he worked for many years at St Joseph’s 
Orphanage, Orpington, Kent. He was superior there from 1930 to 1933. In 
1930, he brought a group of boys from Orpington to St George’s Home, 
Ottawa, as part of the British scheme for the resettlement of orphan and 
delinquent children in British colonies, such as Canada and Australia. Brother 
Canisius also served at St Vincent’s School, Dartford, and Chadwick 
Memorial School, Carlile. He returned to Ireland in 1937 and worked at 
Greenmount Orphanage, Cork. Subsequently, he was bursar in Bray, before 
being transferred to St Joseph’s Greenmount, where he took charge of the 
farm. In 1959, he retired to Killarney and began to suffer from deafness. In 
1961, he was sent on loan to England to act as superior for some months at 
the student hostel, Strawberry Hill, Twickenham. He returned to Killarney in 
August the same year. He died at Killarney on 5 October, 1965, aged 82 years. 
He was interred in the cemetery at the old Presentation Monastery, Killarney, 
his remains being subsequently translated to the Brothers’ burial plot at 
Aghadoe cemetery, overlooking the Lakes of Killarney. He was a brother of 
Daniel Polycarp Moynihan (qv) and Patrick Alexis Moynihan (qv) and was a 
first cousin of Bishop Denis J Moynihan (1885-1975) of Kerry.  
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Moynihan, Patrick Alexis (1888-1948) 
Patrick Moynihan, son of Patrick and Mary 
Moynihan, was born in Rathmore, Co. Kerry, and 
baptised in Rathmore Catholic church on 14 
February, 1888. He was educated at Rathmore 
National school, before entering the Presentation 
Brothers’ Preparatory school, Mount St Joseph, 
Cork, on 5 April, 1902. He received the religious 
habit, together with a new religious name, Brother 
Alexis, on 7 March, 1903. His new patron saint, 
Alexis, was the son of a Roman senator, who relinquished wealth and family 
position to live the life of a poor man in Syria. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Alexis made profession of vows at 
Mount St Joseph in 1905. He made his final profession in 1908. In 1910, he 
was one of a group of Presentation Brothers, who went to Montreal to 
establish the Canadian province. His first teaching assignment was at Chaveau 
School, Pointe St Charles, Montreal (11910-1912); he was then transferred to 
Sherbrooke, Quebec; his other assignments included St Gabriel’s, where he 
was superior (1923-1926); St Augustine’s (1928-1944); St Michael’s (1944-
1948). In 1929, he had medical treatment at the Royal Victoria Hospital, 
Montreal, followed by a period of recuperation at Cornwall, Ontario. For 
some time before his death, he was in poor health, but he insisted on sticking 
to his teaching schedule. He died on 30 July, 1948, aged 60 years. He was 
interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, St Antoine’s cemetery, 
Longueuil, Quebec.  There were a large group of parents and friends at his 
funeral Mass at St Michael’s parish church, Montreal.  He was a brother of 
Daniel Polycarp Moynihan (qv) and Denis Canisius Moynihan (qv) and was a 
first cousin of Bishop Denis J Moynihan (1885-1975) of Kerry.  

Moynihan, Timothy Oliver (1900-1921) 
Timothy Moynihan, son of Timothy Moynihan and his wife, Catherine Cahill, 
was born in Shorne, Rathmore, Co. Kerry, and baptised in the local Catholic 
church on 28 October, 1900. He was educated at the local National School, 
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before entering the Presentation Brothers Preparatory School, Mount St 
Joseph, Cork, on 17 January, 1920. He received the religious habit, together 
with a new religious name, Brother Oliver, at Mount St Joseph on 15 August, 
1920. His new patron saint was St Oliver Plunkett (1629-1681), Archbishop 
of Armagh, who was executed in Dundalk for treason in 1681, the act of 
treason in question being to carry out his duties as a Catholic bishop.  

Brother Oliver, unfortunately, had a short life. His first illness came 
some weeks after his reception and his final illness came one year later. He 
died on 11 July, 1921, aged 20 years. He was interred in the cemetery attached 
to Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  

Mulcahy, John Ignatius (d.1845) 
John Mulcahy was born in Kilnamack, Co. Waterford. He entered the Society 
of the Presentation in Waterford about 1804 and was reckoned to be the third 
colleague to join Brother Rice. John made first vows according to the 
Presentation Rule in 1808 and final vows in the Presentation Sisters’ chapel, 
Waterford, on 15 August, 1809.  He was the first superior in Carrick-on-Suir 
in 1806 and the founder of the Dungarvan community in 1807. In 1914, he 
founded a Presentation monastery and school in Cappoquin, mainly out of his 
own resources. He and his community refused to accept the >Brief’ of 1822, 
but continued to live by the old Presentation Rule and Constitutions.  In 
1833, he arranged for his school in Cappoquin to accept the patronage of the 
Irish National Board, as did Brother Augustine Riordan in 1827. In 1822, 
Brother Rice visited him in Cappoquin and promised him a life annuity of ,30. 
He received this only as long as Brother Rice was alive. It is said that, after 
Brother Rice’s death, John Mulcahy applied for admission to the congregation 
of Christian Brothers, but was refused admission by the new Superior 
General, Brother Michael Paul Riordan.  John’s brother, James Mulcahy, lived 
with John and the Presentation Brothers have always regarded John as one of 
their members. John died suddenly in Cappoquin on 25 February, 1845, and it 
is assumed that he was buried in Cappoquin, Co. Tipperary. (McCarthy, 
Normoyle). 
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Mullane, Cornelius Louis (1857-1902) 
Cornelius Mullane was born in Inniscarra, Co. Cork, in 
March, 1857. He was educated at the local National school, 
before entering the Presentation Brothers novitiate, South 
Monastery, Cork, in 1880. After successfully completing six 
months of postulancy, he received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Louis, on 27 
February, 1881. His new patron saint was St Louis, better 
known as King Louis IX of France. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Louis made 
profession of vows at the South Monastery on 1 September, 
1883. Soon after profession, he was transferred to the 
English province and joined the staff of St Vincent’s School, Dartford, on 21 
July, 1887. After a successful term in Dartford, he was transferred to St 
Joseph’s Orphanage, Orpington, on 18 January, 1895. He subsequently 
returned to St Vincent’s School, Dartford, where he died on 30 May, 1902, 
aged 45 years. He was buried in the cemetery attached to St Vincent’s, 
Dartford, Kent.   
 
Murphy, Denis Thomas (1886-1960) 
Denis Murphy, son of John Murphy and his wife, 
Margaret Hission, was born in Church Street, Listowel, 
Co. Kerry, on 7 March, 1886. He was educated at the 
local National school before entering the Presentation 
Brothers’ Preparatory School, Mount St Joseph, Cork, 
on 4 November, 1902. He received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Thomas, 
on 21 May, 1903. His new patron saint was St Thomas, 
the apostle, often known as >Doubting Thomas’, who is 
reputed to have travelled through the Parthian empire and reached India 
where he is believed to have preached the Gospel and died. 
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At the end of his novitiate, Brother Thomas made profession of vows 
on17 March, 1906. He qualifed as a primary teacher under the regulations of 
the Irish Board of National Education. He joined the Canadian province in 
1920. He was an able and diligent student and obtained Bachelor and Master’s 
degrees in Canada. He taught at St Patrick’s Academy, Sherbrooke, before his 
appointment as principal of the Presentation Brother’s Normal (Teacher 
Training) school, a post he held for several years, until he retired. He was 
transferred to St Willibrord’s High school in 1958 and took charge of the 
graduating class in 1959. He was an outstanding teacher and his students met 
with great success. In his later years, he was physically handicapped owing to 
paralysis. His death on 5 May, 1960, came following an eye operation to 
remove cataracts. He was 74 years of age. He was interred in the Presentation 
Brothers’ burial plot, St Antoine cemetery, Longueuil, Quebec.  

Murphy, James Bernardine (1865-1940) 
James Murphy, son of John Murphy, was born in Ballinhassig, Co. Cork, on 8 
September, 1865. He was educated at the local National school, before 
entering the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, South Monastery, Cork, 
on 14 August, 1886. He received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Bernardine, on 10 April, 1887. His new patron saint, 
St Bernardine of Sienna (1380-1444), was an Italian Franciscan friar, who 
became a popular preacher, and who also led a religious revival. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Bernardine made profession of 
vows on 21 April, 1889. He then taught in Kinsale (1892),  Letterkenny (1896-
1898), Killarney (1898- ),  and Carrick-on-Shannon (superior, 1904-1905). He 
was superior at the South Monastery from 1925 to 1931 and of St Patrick’s 
Greenmount (1914-1920). He died after what was described as >a long and 
painful illness’ at Glenvera Nursing Home, Cork, on Christmas Day, 25 
December, 1940, aged 75 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St 
Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork. 
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Murphy, Jeremiah Hilary (1923-2008) 
Jeremiah Murphy, son of Jeremiah Murphy and his wife, 
Johanna O’Connor, was born in Kingswilliamstown, 
now known as Ballydesmond, Co. Cork, on 16 
November, 1923. There was a delay in the registration of 
his birth, which, when compounded with a simple entry 
error, resulted in his legal date of birth being registered 
as 10 January, 1924. He was educated at Ballydesmond 
National school, before entering the Presentation 
Brothers’ juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, on 26 
August, 1937. On completion of his secondary schooling, he entered the 
novitiate of the Presentation Brothers at Mount St Joseph, receiving the habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Hilary, on 12 August, 1941. His 
new patron saint was the famous 4th century St Hilary, Bishop of Poitiers, 
France. 

At the end of his novitiate, he made profession of vows at Mount St 
Joseph on 6 August, 1943. In 1944, he was transferred to the English 
province and completed his teacher training at St Mary’s College of 
Education, Strawberry Hill, Twickenham, in 1945. He taught first at St 
Thomas More School, West Grinstead (1945-1947), before his transfer to 
Northern Ireland, where he taught at Dungannon (1947-1948). He was then 
transferred to St John Fisher School, Wymondley. In 1955, he began to have 
doubts about his vocation, and, at his own request, he was dispensed from his 
vows in February, 1955. Within a couple of months, he realised, however, that 
he had made a mistake and he sought re-entry to the Presentation Brothers. 
He was formally readmitted on 22 October, 1955, but was required to do a 
year’s novitiate training. He made his second profession of vows on 23 
October, 1956. He was then given an opportunity to work in the Caribbean 
and was assigned to Presentation College, San Fernando, Trinidad, in January 
1957. He returned to Enniskillen in July, 1959. He was transferred to 
Dungannon in August, 1961, and taught in the secondary school. Then, in 
1964, he returned to Enniskillen to teach in the secondary school. In the 
1970s, he became interested in students suffering from dyslexia and took 
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courses in the USA on approaches to this type of teaching. He retired in 1988 
and had many hobbies, including nature study and bee keeping. In 2003, his 
health began to fail and he spent some time in Tralee General Hospital. After 
his discharge, he took up residence at Ashborough Lodge Nursing Home, 
Milltown, Co. Kerry. He died there on 3 February, 2008, aged 84 years. He 
was buried in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, Aghadoe cemetery, 
overlooking the Lakes of Killarney.  

Murphy, John Bernard (1870-1938) 
John Murphy, son of John and Ellen Murphy, was 
born in Rockchapel, Co. Cork, on 22 December, 
1870. He was educated at the local National school, 
before entering the Presentation Brothers at Birr, Co. 
Offaly, on 7 August, 1886. Birr would be regarded as a 
long distance from Rockchapel in those days and it is 
likely that John Murphy opted for Birr, rather than 
Cork, because a neighbour of his, Thomas Rahilly 
(later Brother Aloysius), had entered the Presentation Brothers in Birr the 
previous year. John received the religious habit, together with a new religious 
name, Brother Bernard, on 26 December, 1888. His new patron saint was the 
great St Bernard, Abbot of Clairvaux (1090-1153), a son of a Burgundian 
nobleman. Bernard, a major influence on the Church of his time, was one of 
the founders of the Cistercian Order.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Bernard made profession of vows 
in Birr on 24 December, 1890. He began teaching in Birr, studying at the 
same time to qualify as a teacher under the Rules of the National Board of 
Education. On 14 August, 1891, he was transferred to Milltown, Co. Kerry; 
on 6 May, 1893, he was transferred to Carrick-on-Shannon. From 1911 to 
1916, he was superior in Birr. He was a member of the General Chapters of 
1904, 1905, 1915 and 1925. He was elected to the Congregational Leadership 
Team as an Assistant General in 1915 and continued in this post until 1925. 
During his later years, his health declined and he was stationed in St Joseph’s 
Greenmount, Cork, when he died on 26 May, 1938, aged 67 years. He was 
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interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork. He was a 
brother of Patrick Seraphim Murphy (qv)                                                         

Murphy, Patrick Columba (1874-1949) 
Patrick Murphy, son of Patrick Murphy and his 
wife, Margaret Nealon, was born in Kilmeedy, Co. 
Limerick, and baptised in Kilmeedy Catholic 
church on 9 April, 1874. He was educated at the 
local National school before entering the 
Presentation Brothers at the South Monastery, 
Cork, on 8 December, 1891. He received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Columba, on 8 September, 1892. His new 
patron saint, St Columba or Colmcille (521-597), 
was an Irish monk, who founded the famous monastery of Iona on the west 
coast of Scotland.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Columba made profession of vows 
at the recently-opened Mount St Joseph on 17 September, 1894. He qualified 
as a teacher under the regulations of the National Board of Education. He 
was then transferred to St Vincent’s Orphanage, Orpington, where he spent 
several years. In 1911, he joined the newly-launched Canadian mission, joining 
the staff of St Gabriel’s School, Pointe St Charles. In 1915, he was transferred 
to St Patrick’s, Sherbrooke. He spent several years at St Michael’s School, 
Montreal, after which he returned to St Gabriel’s, where he held the posts of 
assistant superior and superior (1936-1942). He celebrated the Golden Jubilee 
of his entry to the Presentation Brothers on 7 December, 1941, and, as a 
special privilege, in honour of the occasion, got a 2-week holiday in Boston 
from the Province Leader. He was a dedicated supporter of summer schools. 
He died at St Mary’s Hospital, Montreal, on 13 March, 1949, aged 72 years. 
He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, St Antoine 
cemetery, Longueuil, Quebec.  
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Murphy, Patrick Jerome (1875-1963) 
Patrick Murphy, son Patrick and Catherine Murphy, 
was born in Coolagowan, Ballyagran, Co. Limerick, 
and baptised in Ballyagran Catholic church on 21 
January, 1875. He was educated at Ballyagran National 
School, before joining the Presentation Brothers at the 
South Monastery, Cork, on 26 September, 1891. He 
received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Jerome, on 14 January, 1893. 
His new patron saint, St Jerome, was one of the 
greatest biblical scholars in the early Church and was responsible for 
producing the first translation into Latin of the entire Christian Bible. His 
translation is called the Vulgate edition.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Jerome made profession of vows at 
the recently-opened Mount St Joseph, on 2 February, 1895. Soon afterwards, 
he joined the English province, spending the rest of his life there. He spent 
many years at St Vincent’s Orphanage, Orpington, where he was superior 
(1907-1910; 1918-1921). His later years were spent in Strawberry Hill, 
Twickenham, where he was also superior (1939-1944). He was a member of 
the Province Leadership Team for many years (1920-1925; 1935-1938; 1947-
1953). He was also Province Leader for six years (1926-1932). He fulfilled the 
duties of bursar for many years. Though he never received any formal 
technical or engineering training, he had a special gift for mechanics. One of 
his feats was to install, single-handed, a complete hot water central heating 
system, including radiators, and a furnace in the basement, in the house at 
Strawberry Hill, Twickenham. The system worked perfectly for years and one 
small peculiarity in the design was not discovered until several decades later. 
One day, the heating engineer was called in to check a minor fault. When he 
had finished the job, he inquired who had installed the system. When told that 
it was a former, then deceased, member of the community, he revealed that, 
while the system worked properly, the water was circulating in the wrong 
direction! Brother Jerome died after a short stay in hospital on 28 November, 
1963, aged 88 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, 
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St Vincent’s School, Dartford, Kent. He was a brother of William Ephrem 
Murphy (qv). 

Murphy, Patrick Seraphim (1885-1959) 
Patrick Murphy, son of David and Ellen Murphy, 
was born in Rockchapel, Co. Cork, on 17 March, 
1885. He was educated at Rockchapel National 
school, before entering the Presentation Brothers’ 
Preparatory School, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 27 
September, 1902. He received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother 
Seraphim, on 6 April, 1903. His new patron saint, 
St Seraphim Sarov (1794-1833) was a Russian monk and mystic. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Seraphim made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 24 April, 1905. In August, 1926, he transferred to 
Presentation College, Glasthule, where he subsequently superior (1928-1930). 
Never a man for this type of responsibility, he resigned, however, before his 
3-year term of office was up. He returned to Glasthule in 1942 and remained 
on the staff until 1948. He retired in 1950 and, after that, spent varying times 
in Bray (1950-1951); Birr (1952-1954); Cobh (1954-1955); Milltown (1955-
1957); St Patrick’s Greenmount (1957-1960). He died suddenly at St Patrick’s, 
Greenmount, on 7 January, 1959, aged 73 years. He was interred in the 
cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Cork. He was a very sociable man, who enjoyed 
a game of cards and who was not averse to placing bet on a horse. He was a 
brother of John Bernard Murphy (qv). 

In his memoir, Home Before Night (London: Andre Deutch, 1979), Hugh 
Leonard affectionately alluded to Brother Seraphim and praised his teaching 
of English.  
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Murphy, Timothy Dominic (1884-1937) 
Timothy Murphy was born in Killarney, Co. Kerry, 
and entered the Presentation Brothers in Killarney, on 
19 May, 1884. When receiving the religious habit, he 
also received the religious name of Brother Dominic. 
His new patron saint was St Dominic Guzman, a 
Spaniard priest, who founded the Dominican Order.  
 At the end of his novitiate, Brother Dominic 
made profession of vows on 8 January, 1887. He was a 
delegate to the first General Chapter of the Presentation Brothers in Cork in 
1889. He was a founding member of the Presentation Brothers’ communities 
in Cobh (1889-1892); Kinsale (1892-1894) and Birr (1894-). He was also 
superior (1904-1907; 1920-1923; 1926-1929) and principal (1905-1924) of St 
Patrick’s National School, Greenmount, Cork. He was elected to the Central 
Leadership Team, as an Assistant General, in 1931 and he died soon after the 
end of his term of office at Mount St Joseph on 13 August, 1937, aged 53 
years. He was interred in the cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, Cork.   

Murphy, Timothy Leopold (1938-2006) 
Timothy P Murphy, son of Timothy Murphy and his 
wife, Norah Sheehan, was born in Bank, Waterfall, 
Castletownbere, Co. Cork, on 22 February, 1938, and 
baptised in the local Catholic church, the following 
day. He attended the local National school, before 
entering the Presentation Brothers’ juniorate, Coláiste 
Muire, Douglas, in August, 1952. On completing his 
Intermediate Certificate examination, he entered the 
novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, Mount St 
Joseph, Cork, receiving the religious habit, together with a new religious 
name, Brother Leopold, on 12 August, 1953. His new patron saint, St 
Leopold (1050-1136), ruler of Austria, was a holy man, who founded several 
monasteries in his kingdom. 



 

214 
 

The first year of his two year novitiate, known as the >spiritual year’, 
was devoted to spiritual and religious studies. During the second year, he 
completed his secondary schooling, culminating in the Leaving Certificate. He 
made profession of vows on 12 August, 1955. Some weeks later, he was 
transferred to Cobh, where he taught in St Joseph’s National school for three 
years (1955-1958). In September, 1958, he entered De La Salle Teacher 
Training College, Waterford, where he qualified as a primary teacher in 1960. 
He then taught in Presentation Brothers’ Secondary school, Carrick-on-
Shannon (1960-1962). On 14 May, 1961, he had to be taken to 
Manorhamilton Hospital, where he had surgery for the removal of his 
appendix. In1962, he was transferred to Cork, where he taught at St Patrick’s 
National School, Greenmount (1962-1966), attending the National University 
of Ireland, Cork, in the evening to study for a degree. He graduated with a BA 
degree in 1966. The same year, he was transferred to Dungannon, where he 
taught in the secondary school (1966-1967).   

In 1967, he was one of three volunteers chosen to open a new school in 
Lima, Peru. In preparation for this venture, he attended a language school in 
Malaga, Spain, in the Spring of 1968. Later, the same year, he landed in Lima 
and remained there for the next 36 years. He was principal of the Fey y Allegia 
school (1978-1987), administered by the Presentation Brothers, for some 
many years, before specialising in adult education. When the Presentation 
Brothers departed from Lima in 2005, he joined the community at 
Kissimmee, Florida. In December, 2006, he joined the St Lucia community 
for a retreat. He died of a massive heart attack on the beach near the 
Presentation Brothers’ house in Vigie, at the end of the retreat, on 18 
December, 2006. He was aged 68 years. He was interred in the Presentation 
Brothers’ burial plot, Calvary Shrine, Castries, St Lucia, West Indies.  
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Murphy, William Ephrem (1878-1959) 
William Murphy, son of Patrick and Catherine 
Murphy, was born in Ballyagran, Co. Limerick, on 26 
October, 1878, and baptised in Ballyagran Catholic 
church two days later. He was educated at Ballyagran 
National school, before entering the Presentation 
Brothers’ Preparatory School, Mount St Joseph, Cork, 
on 2 November, 1896. He received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Ephrem, 
at Mount St Joseph, on 3 May, 1897. His new patron 
saint, St Ephrem (306-373), was a deacon, born in Syria, who was a prolific 
author of hymns in the early Church. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Ephrem made profession of 
vows at Mount St Joseph on 6 May, 1899. He joined the English province in 
1901 and worked in several of the >Approved’ schools operated by the 
Presentation Brothers, including Shibden Industrial School, Halifax, Yorks, 
where he was superior (1915-1918). He was transferred back to Ireland in the 
1920s and was superior at St Joseph’s, Greenmount (1923-1926; 1929-1932). 
In the early 1930s, he returned to England and was superior in Strawberry Hill 
(1934-1937) before being transferred to Dartford, where he was superior 
(1939-1941). When the students were evacuated to Haldon Camp, Devon, at 
the outbreak of World War II, Brother Ephrem remained behind to ensure 
the safety of the building, before handing it over to the Ministry of Defence, 
which used it for Civil Defence, including an anti-aircraft battery and a fire-
fighting unit for south London. In the 1950s, Brother Ephrem was superior in 
Strawberry Hill (1952-1956). He died at the St John of God Hospital, Tyford 
Abbey, London, on 23 August, 1959, aged 80 years. He was interred in the 
Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, St Vincent’s School, Dartford, Kent. He 
was a brother of Patrick Jerome Murphy (qv). 
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Murray, Thomas De Lellis (1883-1959) 
Thomas Murray, son of Maurice Murray and his wife, 
Anne Byrne, was born in Main Street, Stradbally, Co. 
Laois, on 24 March, 1883. He attended Stradbally 
National School, before entering the Presentation 
Brothers’ Preparatory School, Mount St Joseph, Cork, 
on 24 September, 1903. He received the religious habit 
as a novice, together with a new religious name, 
Brother De Lellis, on 25 March, 1904. His new patron 
saint, St Camillus De Lellis (1550-1614), was an Italian 
priest who founded a religious congregation to care for sick people.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother De Lellis made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 25 March, 1906. He spent some years teaching in 
Carrick-on-Shannon before leaving for Canada in 1911. His first appointment 
in Canada, in August, 1911, was as a teacher at Chaveau School, Pointe St 
Charles. In 1914, he spent a year at Catholic High School, Montreal, before 
returning to Chaveau School. In 1916, he was awarded a Teacher’s Diploma 
from the province of Quebec and, in 1919, he was appointed superior of St 
Gabriel’s and Director of Chaveau School. By then, he had mastered French 
and, in 1922, he was reported as giving a course in French to the young 
Brothers in Cornwall during the summer vacation. In 1922, he went again to 
Catholic High School as teacher and bursar, but, in 1929, he was back as 
Director of Chaveau School and superior of nearby St Gabriel’s. An old 
malady, lung disease, however, caught up with him and ill-health forced him 
to resign as superior in 1931 and to take special treatment for tuberculosis in a 
mountain sanatorium.  

When he was released from there, he returned to Ireland in 1932 and 
was appointed bursar at the novitiate, Mount St Joseph. Subsequently, he was 
resident, first (1945-1947) at the juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, and, 
subsequently (1947-1959) at the juniorate, St Theresa’s College, Passage West. 
In his later years, his old complaint began to re-surface and his health began 
to decline. He died in the Bon Secours Hospital, Cork, on 9 March, 1959, 
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aged 75 years. He was interred in the cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, 
Cork. While in Canada, he secured several financial contributions for the 
novitiate at Longueuil. Many of the Brothers, who passed through the 
Juniorate in Ireland in the 1940s and 1950s, will remember his fatherly interest 
in their general welfare.  

Nealon, Joseph Canisius (1947-2009) 
Joseph Nealon, only son of Joseph Nealon, and his 
wife, Eileen O’Neill, was born in Middlefield, 
Kildimo, Co. Limerick, on 7 August, 1947. He was 
baptised in his local parish church and attended 
Kildimo National School. When he was two years old, 
tragedy struck, and his mother died. She was a 
daughter of Michael O’Neill, a well-known 
middle-distance runner, who, though born in 
Ballysteen, later settled in Kilbreedy, Kilcornan. On 
the death of his mother, Joe and his two sisters were 
reared by their aunt, Marie Nealon, nee Madigan. Joe entered Presentation 
Brothers’ juniorate, Colaiste Therese, in Cork in 1960. At the end of his 
secondary schooling, he entered the Presentation Brothers at Mount St 
Joseph, Cork. He received the habit on 12 August, 1964, and made his 
religious profession two years later, on 12 August, 1966. He attended De La 
Salle Teachers’ College, Waterford, where he qualified as a teacher in 1971. 
Subsequently, he obtained a BA degree (1977) and Higher Diploma in 
Education (1981) from the National University of Ireland, Cork. He taught in 
Cork (1971-1980), Killarney, where he was Principal (1980-1981), before 
returning to Cork, in 1981, to teach at Scoil Chríost Rí, Turner’s Cross. He was 
on the staff at that school for several years, until his early retirement in 1999, 
owing to long-term illness. Joe had been diagnosed with type I diabetes rather 
early in life and, though, with medication, he managed to keep the disease 
under control, it, nevertheless, imposed limitations on his activities and 
lifestyle.  
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In his later years, he was a member of the Maiville community in 
Turner’s Cross, Cork, where his caring and obliging nature enabled him to 
carve out a new career for himself. Appointed bursar in 2005, he was 
continuously engaged in ministering to the various needs of an elderly 
community, something he did with cheerfulness and dedication. He was a 
man of great sincerity and had a talent for friendship. His final illness came 
rather unexpectedly. While the H1N1 virus was spreading in Cork, Joe was 
taken ill. Though tests on him for this virus proved negative, some related 
infection got firmly established in his body, and, with the apparent failure of 
his immune system, no treatment proved effective. He died at the Cork 
University Hospital on 11 November, 2009, aged 62 years. He was buried in 
the cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 14 November, 2009. He 
was deeply mourned by his community, family and many friends.  

Nealon, Patrick Anthony (1879-1966) 
Patrick Nealon, son of Patrick Nealon and his wife, 
Margaret Kennedy, was born in Middlefield, Kildimo, 
Co. Limerick, and baptised in Kildimo Catholic church 
on 8 December, 1879. He was educated at Kildimo 
National School, before entering the Presentation 
Brothers’ novitiate at Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 12 
January, 1901. At the end of a period of postulancy, he 
received the religious habit, together with a new name, 
Brother Anthony, at Mount St Joseph on 13 July, 1901.  
His new patron saint was St Anthony of Padua (1195-1231) a renowned 
Franciscan preacher.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Anthony made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 3 August, 1903. He qualified as a national teacher 
under the regulations of the National Board of Education. He taught in 
Presentation Schools in Killarney, where he was superior (1924-1927); 
Kinsale, Cork, Cobh and Carrick-on-Shannon, where he was superior (1913-
1918). He spent his retirement years in Cobh. Shortly before his death, it 
became necessary to provide nursing care for him, so he was transferred to St 
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Kevin’s Nursing Home, South Terrace, Cork, where he died on 15 April, 
1966, aged 86 years. He was buried in the community cemetery, Mount St 
Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  

Neville, David Aquinas (1896-1960) 
David Neville, son of Patrick Neville and Bridget 
Hayes, was born in Drominoona, Ballysteen, Co. 
Limerick, and baptised in Ballysteen Church on 5 
March, 1896. After completing his primary schooling 
at Ballysteen National School, he entered the 
Preparatory School of the Presentation Brothers on 
24 September, 1910. He was received into the 
Presentation Brothers on 16 April, 1911, taking the 
name of Brother Aquinas. His new patron saint was 
the great St Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274), known as the Angelic Doctor of 
the Church.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Aquinas was professed on 27 April, 
1916. Very soon afterwards, he was appointed assistant to the Master of 
Novices at Mount St Joseph, Cork, and had responsibility for the welfare of 
the young men in the Preparatory School at Mount St Joseph. In 1932 he was 
appointed superior of St Joseph’s Special School, Greenmount, Cork (1932-
1935). In 1935, he was appointed bursar at the Presentation juniorate, Coláiste 
Muire, Douglas, Cork, where he remained for the rest of his life. In 1960, he 
went to England for medical treatment, but died during recuperation, on 9 
December, 1960, aged 64 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St 
Joseph, Cork. Generations of Presentation Brothers, passing through Coláiste 
Muire in the 1930s, 1940s and 1950s experienced his benign influence. 
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Neville, Patrick Thomas (1905-1970)  
Patrick Neville, son of John Neville and his wife, 
Annie Ranahan, was born at Ballyaglish, Ballysteen, 
Co. Limerick, and baptised in Ballysteen church on 11 
August, 1905. He attended Ballysteen National 
School, before entering the Presentation Brothers’ 
Preparatory School, Mount St Joseph, Cork. He was 
received into the Presentation Brothers novitiate on 3 
April, 1923. When receiving the religious habit, he also 
received a new religious name, Brother Thomas. His new patron saint was St 
Thomas, the doubting apostle, who, according to tradition, travelled as far as 
India to spread the Good News of the Gospel. 
 On completion of his novitiate, Brother Thomas made profession of 
vows in 1925. He was then transferred to England, he taught at St Joseph’s 
Orphanage, Orpington, before his transfer to St Thomas More School, West 
Grinstead, Sussex. In 1967, he spent some time in hospital in Brighton, after 
which he went to Presentation College, Reading, for a recovery period. He 
then returned to West Grinstead, where he died on 20 February, 1970, aged 
64 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers burial plot in the 
cemetery attached to the Catholic church, West Grinstead, Sussex. 

Nigh, Richard Baptist (1921-1982) 
Richard Nigh, son of William Nigh and his wife, Mary 
Barry, was born in Seaforth, Ontario, Canada, on 28 
July, 1905, and baptised in the local Catholic church, 
two days later. He entered the novitiate of the 
Presentation Brothers at Verdun on 28 August, 1920. 
He received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Baptist, at Longueuil on 2 July, 
1921. His new patron saint was St John the Baptist, 
cousin and precursor of Jesus of Nazareth. 
  At the end of his novitiate, Brother Baptist made profession of vows in 
1923. He attended Normal (Teaching Training) School and qualified as a 
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teacher and then began teaching in Presentation Brothers’ schools, including 
Cornwall, Ontario (1930s); St Michael’s, Montreal, where he was superior 
(1950-1956). In 1958, he was transferred to Montebello High School, where 
he remained for the rest of his active life, with the exception of the school 
year, 1959-1960, when, owing to staff shortages, he had to teach at Leroux 
High School.  He died unexpectedly at the General Hospital, Hawkesbury, 
Ontario, on 4 August, 1982, aged 76 years. He was interred in the 
Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, St Antoine cemetery, Longueuil, Quebec. 
He was an uncle of Michael Martin Walsh (qv). 

Nixon, Anthony Dominic (1928-2012) 
Anthony Nixon, son of John Nixon and his wife, Ruth 
Smith, was born in Mosborough, Sheffield, Yorkshire, 
on 26 August, 1928. He was educated at St Theresa’s 
School, Sheffield, and in the Royal Air Force. He settled 
in Canada and, in his early 40s, he entered the novitiate 
of the Presentation Brothers in Longueuil, Quebec, on 
2 February, 1970. On being accepted for noviceship, he 
received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Dominic, on 15 August, 1970. 
His new patron saint was the great St Dominic Guzman (1170-1221), who 
preached against the Albigensian heresy and who founded the Dominican 
Order. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Dominic made profession of vows 
in Longueuil on 15 August, 1971. He acquired qualifications in music, health 
care and catechetics. He taught in Marshall, Mo. (1974-1980), Navrongo, 
Ghana (1980-1981), Toronto (1984-1986), Prince George (1986-1991) and 
was resident in Longueuil (1991-1997). He retired officially from teaching in 
1992 and returned to England in 1997, settling first in Twickenham, and, 
subsequently, at Presentation College, Reading. He was an active member of 
the Reading community until his later years. He died at the Royal Berkshire 
Hospital, Reading, on 20 April, 2012, aged 83 years. He was interred in the 
Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, Henley Road cemetery, Reading, Berkshire.  
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Noonan, Daniel Aquin (1865-1951) 
Daniel Noonan, son of James and Brigid Noonan, 
was born in Castletown Conyers, Co. Limerick, and 
baptised in the local Catholic church on 28 May, 
1865. He attended the local National school before 
joining the Presentation Brothers at the South 
Monastery, Cork, on 7 July, 1890. He received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Aquin, on 10 January, 1891. His new patron 
saint was the great St Thomas Aquinas (1225-1274), theologian and university 
teacher, whom the Catholic Church has styled the Angelic Doctor. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Aquin made profession of vows at 
the South Monastery on 12 January, 1893. He was an able and diligent student 
and qualified as a National teacher under the regulations of the Board of 
National Education. His career involved a great variety of appointments and 
responsibilities. His first appointment was as a teacher at St Joseph’s School, 
Greenmount, after which, in 1895, he was appointed principal of the 
Lancastrian School. In 1897, he was appointed superior in Killarney, but, after 
two years, he was back in St Joseph’s Greenmount as superior until 1901. 
After that, he taught at St Boniface’s College, Plymouth, Presentation College, 
Glasthule, where he was superior (1918-1921); Presentation College, Bray 
(1927-1928); Presentation College, Mardyke (1933-1935). He retired in 1935 
and, after a couple of years in South Monastery, took up residence in 
Killarney, where he served as bursar and assistant superior. He died in 
Killarney on 22 February, 1951, aged 82 years. He was interred in the 
cemetery in the old Monastery, Killarney, his remains being subsequently 
translated to the Presentation Brothers burial plot, Aghadoe cemetery, 
overlooking the Lakes of Killarney. He had a very loyal and devoted following 
among his past students, many of them attributing significant success in their 
careers to his teaching and formative influence. 
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Norton, John Philip (1880-1936) 
John Norton, son of John Norton and his wife, Brigid Kavanagh, was born in 
Bolabeg, Brannoxtown, Co. Kildare, on 30 July, 1880, and baptised in the 
local Catholic church three weeks later. He was educated at the local National 
school before entering the Presentation Brothers’ novitiate, Mount St Joseph, 
Cork, on 7 September, 1895. For some unspecified reason, he left the 
novitiate on 30 November, 1895, but was readmitted on 28 February, 1896. 
One year later, he received the religious habit, together with a new religious 
name, Brother Philip, on 22 February, 1897. His new patron saint was the 
apostle, Philip, of Greek parentage, who baptised the official of Candace, 
Queen of Ethiopia, on his return journey from Jerusalem to Ethiopia, as 
described in Acts 8:26-40. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Philip made profession of vows at 
Mount St Joseph on 31 July, 1900. He qualified as a teacher under the 
regulations of the Board of National Education and taught in Carrick-on-
Shannon, where he was superior (1921-1924), and Dungannon, where he was 
superior (1932-1936). In the 1930s, his health began to give cause for concern. 
He died at the Mater Hospital, Dublin, on 30 March, 1936, aged 55 years. He 
was interred in the cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, 
Cork.  

O’Callaghan, Jeremiah Joseph (1841-1915) 
Jeremiah O’Callaghan was born in Scilly, Kinsale, Co. 
Cork, on 4 October, 1841, and baptised in Kinsale 
Catholic church two days later. After completing 
primary school, he was apprenticed to a shipwright in 
Cork, with whom he completed his apprenticeship. It 
will be recalled that, at that time, Cork was a great 
centre of shipbuilding. After the last ship, The 
Woodlands, was launched in Cork in the 1880s, the 
industry declined and many skilled shipwrights from 
Cork immigrated to the Tyne shipyards in England. They formed the nucleus 
of a vigorous Roman Catholic community in Newcastle-on-Tyne. After a 
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couple of years, Jeremiah began to tire of building boats and ships and, 
following mature discernment, in 1862, he presented himself at the novitiate 
of the Presentation Brothers, South Monastery Cork. After a period of 
postulancy, he received the religious habit, together with a new religious 
name, Brother Joseph, in 1863. His new patron saint was St Joseph, spouse of 
Mary of Nazareth and foster father of Jesus. On completion of his novitiate, 
Brother Josdeph made profession of vows on 20 May, 1865. 

His novice master was Brother Vincent O’Connor, who impressed on 
him that his aims in life should be a) to be a gentleman b) to be a student and 
c) to be a man of prayer. He was an average but diligent student and he 
studied hard to qualify as a teacher under the regulations of the Irish National 
Board of Education. He became principal of the Lancastrian School, 
following the retirement of Brother Paul Townsend. He had definite 
charisma, was a fluent speaker, a great raconteur and had a gift for friendship. 
In 1889, he toured the USA questing for funds to build Mount St Joseph. He 
was first superior and principal (1890-1892) in Cobh and he was superior in St 
Patrick’s, Greenmount, for several terms (1894; 1899-1902; 1902-1904; 1907-
1910). In 1878, he was appointed a member of the founding community in 
Birr, where he erected a bell to >call’ the Brothers in the morning. He 
evidently had a sense of humour, because, he made a witty remark about the 
bell in a letter to a colleague in Cork. He said the bell was so loud that it could 
be heard all over the town of Birr. >It is of great use to men going to work’, 
he added, >but, strange to say, some of ourselves do not hear it!’ 

In the course of his questing in Philadelphia in 1889, he had the strange 
experience of being arrested on the instructions of Archbishop Patrick John 
Ryan (1884-1911). He managed, however, to contact a former pupil, Joseph 
Conroy, who was both articulate and influential in Catholic circles. Conroy 
paid a visit to the Archbishop and served a writ on him to appear in court and 
explain his action. The visit occurred at 7 am, just after His Grace had 
finished celebrating early Mass. Though the archbishop never forgave Conroy 
for this action, he did write a letter of apology to Joseph and sent his attorney 
scurrying to get him released from jail. Two days before his death at St 
Joseph’s, Greenmount, Brother Joseph suffered an attack of paralysis. He 
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died in Greenmount on 1 January, 1915, aged 73 years. He was interred in the 
cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  

 
O’Callaghan, Lawrence Salvator (1881-1918) 
Lawrence O’Callaghan, son of Lawrence O’Callaghan 
and his wife, Mary Dunworth, was born in Glanduff, 
Ashford, Co. Limerick, and baptised in Ashford 
Catholic church on 30 April, 1881. He was educated 
in the National school, Ashford, before entering the 
Presentation Brothers Preparatory School, Mount St 
Joseph, Cork, on 8 September, 1898. He received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Salvator, on 13 March, 1899. His new patron saint was St Salvator of 
Horta (d.1567), a Spanish Franciscan friar. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Salvator made profession of 
vows on 8 February, 1902. He qualified as a teacher under the rules of the 
National Board of Education and taught at Enniskillen and Letterkenny. In 
July, 1918, he went to Bundoran, Co. Donegal, with his community for their 
annual vacation. On 17 July, while he was swimming at the beach, a fellow 
bather got into difficulties and was in danger of drowning. Brother Salvator 
dived into the water and brought the distressed bather to safety. Salvator was 
forgotten during the excitement. Feeling exhausted, he lay down on the sand 
and died within a few minutes. He was 37 years of age. He was interred in 
Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh. 

O’Connell, Maurice Dorotheus (1862-1924) 
Maurice O’Connell, son of John O’Connell and his wife, Catherine McCarthy, 
was born in Gortinare, Lixnaw, Co. Kerry, in July, 1862. He entered the 
Presentation Brothers novitiate, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 8 September, 
1897, at the age of 35 years. He received the religious habit, together with a 
new religious name, Brother Dorotheus, at Mount St Joseph on 14 March, 
1898. His new patron saint was St Dorotheus of Gaza (505-565), a Christian 
monk who became a famous abbot.  
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On completion of his novitiate, Brother Dorotheus made profession of 
vows on St Patrick’s Day, 17 March, 1900. After profession, he was assigned 
to St Vincent’s School, Dartford, for some months, before his transfer to Birr 
on 14 August, 1900. Subsequently, he was transferred to Cobh, where he 
taught for about 18 years. He was then assigned to Enniskillen, where he 
taught at St Michael’s Intermediate School.  A local newspaper gave the 
following account of his death: 

On the evening of New Year’s Day, he and another Brother went out 
for a walk and they returned to the monastery about six o’clock. He 
proceeded immediately to his room and about an hour afterwards, the 
gong was sounded for tea. Brother Dorotheus was absent when tea was 
served … and one of the Brothers went to his room to call him and 
was shocked to find him lying on the floor, unconscious … they 
endneavoured to restore animation, but in vain … Dr Smith 
pronounced life extinct, as a result of heart failure …It was evident that 
he had collapsed while putting on his habit and lying at his side were his 
rosary beads. (Fermanagh Herald, 3 January, 1924) 

He died on 1 January, 1924, aged 62 years. It is thought that he was interred in 
Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh. 

O’Connell, Patrick Alphonsus (1829-1901) 
Patrick O’Connell was born in Ballyferriter, Co. Kerry, 
on 23 March, 1829. Coming from a Gaeltacht area, it 
was not surprising that he was a native Irish speaker. He 
entered the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers at the 
South Monastery, Cork, in May, 1856. On receipt of the 
religious habit, he also received a new name, Brother 
Alphonsus. His new patron saint was St Alphonsus 
Liguori (1696-1787), an Italian theologian and bishop, 
who founded the Redemptorist congregation.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Alphonsus made profession of 
vows in 1859. He was a qualified teacher before he entered and, for many 
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years, he was rarely out of leadership positions in different communities of 
the Presentation Brothers. He was superior (1891-1892) and principal (1891-
1894) at the South Monastery. He was superior (1888-1891) and principal 
(1889-1890) at St Patrick’s Greenmount; superior (1891-1892) and principal 
(1891-1897) in Kinsale; superior (1871-1876; 1877-1882; 1882-1885) and 
principal (1871-1892) in Milltown; superior (1875-1871; 1881-1885) in 
Killarney. He had unusual success during his long tenure of the principalship 
of the Presentation Brothers’ School in Milltown, Co. Kerry. The school was 
locally known as the >Little Academy’ because of the advanced tuition for 
scholarships and exhibitions offered by Brother Alphonsus (locally known as 
>The Master’) and his assistant, Brother Malachy McSwiney, (locally known as 
>Mr Mac’). Brother Alphonsus was a delegate to the 1885 General Assembly 
and the 1889 General Chapter of the Congregation. He died at the South 
Monastery, Cork, on 4 February, 1901, aged 71 years. He was interred in the 
Presentation Brothers’ vault in the South Monastery, now in the grounds of 
Nano Nagle House, Douglas Street, Cork.  

O’Connell, Philip Gabriel (1875-1945) 
Philip O’Connell, son of Philip O’Connell and his wife, Kate Meade, was 
born in Duagh, Co. Kerry, on 21 July, 1875, and baptised in Duagh Catholic 
church four days later. He was educated at the local National school before 
entering the Presentation Brothers’ novitiate, South Monastery, Cork, on 15 
August, 1892. He received the religious habit, together with a new religious 
name, Brother Gabriel, on 1 August, 1893. His new patron saint, was St 
Gabriel, the Archangel, who appeared to Mary of Nazareth, with the news 
that she was to be the mother of Jesus. 

The novitiate moved to Mount St Joseph in the Spring of 1894, so 
Brother Gabriel completed his novitiate there, making profession of vows on 
23 May, 1896. He was then transferred to the English province, where he 
served initially at St Joseph’s Orphanage, Orpington. He moved to St 
Vincent’s School, Dartford, on 3 November, 1898. His sight began to fail, 
however, and he was forced to retire from the classroom. In 1900, he was 
transferred to St Joseph’s Greenmount. Subsequently, he spent some time at 
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Mount St Joseph, before returning to St Joseph’s Greenmount, where he 
remained until his death. Though virtually blind, he prepared the younger 
boys for First Communion and taught them their prayers. He died suddenly 
on 24 September, 1945, aged 69 years. He was interred in the cemetery at 
Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  

Brother Gabriel spent all his spare time praying in the Oratory and he 
had a reputation for holiness. The day after he died, strange music was heard 
in Greenmount and several Brothers made a deposition on the matter. 
Brother Christopher Colbert wrote as follows: 

About 24 hours after Brother Gabriel’s death I was in the Community 
Room (door open) with Brothers Eugene and Columban. We were 
awaiting the ringing of the gong for dinner. We heard singing: it 
sounded like a choir, very soft and sweet and very much like the singing 
of young children, but with wonderful harmony. I went to investigate 
how it was possible that some of the boys could then be in the choir 
gallery. On the way, I felt that the singing was in the air about me. 
There was no one in the gallery. I came down the stairs again and the 
singing ceased when I was about half way down. I would say that it 
lasted about three minutes... It did not occur to me that anything 
unusual happened until I came into the Dining Room and heard the 
other Brothers discussing the matter. (Colbert, 1946, 94, in Feheney, 
1999) 

O’Connell, Robert Valentine (1894-1982) 
Robert O’Connell, son of Robin O’Connell and his 
wife, Mary Buckley, was born in Drominagh, Banteer, 
Co. Cork, on 13 August, 1894, and baptised in the local 
Catholic church four days later. He was educated at 
Banteer National School, after which he entered the 
novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, Mount St Joseph, 
Cork, on 2 August, 1916. He seems to have left Mount 
St Joseph on 12 August, 1916, but returned on 8 
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September, 1916, expressing his intention of joining the Canadian mission on 
completion of his religious training. He received the religious habit, together 
with a new religious name, Brother Valentine, on St Patrick’s Day, 17 March, 
1917. His new patron saint, St Valentine, was a 3rd century Christian martyr, 
whose feast, on 14 February, is nowadays associated with romantic love. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Valentine made profession of 
vows on 28 September, 1919. He qualified as a teacher under the regulations 
of the Board of National Education of Ireland and joined the Canadian 
province in 1925. He was stationed initially at St Augustine School, Montreal, 
and had just been appointed community bursar, when, in 1927, he received a 
transfer to Cornwall, Ontario, where he remained for the following 30 years. 
In 1936, following summer schools in music, he qualified as a music teacher 
and, thereafter, produced many school concerts. He was also involved in 
scouts and, for a decade, from 1938 onwards, he organised and supervised an 
annual area Summer Camp for Boy Scouts. When the Presentation Brothers 
left Cornwall in 1959, he taught for some years at Lafleche, Saint-Hubert, 
Longueuil, before joining the community at Montebello, where he remained 
until shortly before his death at St Mary’s Hospital, on 6 December, 1982, 
aged 88 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, St 
Antoine cemetery, Longueuil, Quebec.  

 
O’Connor, Cornelius Vincent (1821-1900) 
Cornelius O’Connor was born in Roman Street, Cork 
City, in 1821. Even as a child, his sight was poor and, 
later in life, it deteriorated further, until, before his 
death, he was completely blind. From his youth, he 
placed great emphasis on speaking clearly, something 
which he not only did himself but, also, taught the 
young Brothers to do. Though he trained as a draper’s 
assistant, he was attracted to the Presentation 
Brothers, following a conversation with Brother 
Augustine Riordan, founder of the South Monastery. 
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Cornelius entered the novitiate in 1850, receiving the religious habit, together 
with a new religious name, Brother Vincent, in 1851. His new patron saint, St 
Vincent de Paul (1581-1660), was a French priest who devoted his life to 
serving the poor and after whom a major charitable organisation is named. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Vincent made profession of vows 
at the South Monastery. He then taught in the primary school nearby. About 
1870, he was appointed Master of Novices in the South Monastery and, since 
he held this post for many years, he had a significant formative influence on 
the younger Brothers, who passed through the novitiate. He was a specialist 
catechist and produced a revised edition of Butler’s Catechism, which sold at 
least 800,000 copies. He also produced a Children’s Prayer Book, which 
included hymns, as well as a Table Book, for use in primary schools. He helped 
to raise funds for the building of a new novitiate at Mount St Joseph, by 
questing in England. In 1890, he underwent an operation to remove cataracts 
from his eyes. Unfortunately, though the operation was successful, he 
contracted a cold in the hospital, which resulted in the permanent loss of his 
recently-regained sight. However, he bore this loss with calm resignation and 
spent more time in the Oratory in prayer. He died at the South Monastery on 
20 April, 1900, aged 79 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ 
vault in the South Monastery, now in the grounds of Nano Nagle House, 
Douglas Street, Cork.  

O’Connor, Daniel Joachim (1863-1943) 
Daniel O’Connor was born in Meenahilly, 
Castleisland, Co. Kerry, on 18 April, 1863. He joined 
the Presentation Brothers at the South Monastery, 
Cork, on 3 August, 1889. He received the religious 
habit, together with a new religious name, Brother 
Joachim, on 30 April, 1881. His new patron saint 
was Joachim, husband of Anna, and father of the 
Blessed virgin, Mary.  

At the conclusion of his novitiate, Brother 
Joachim made profession of vows in May, 1883. He was a delegate to the 
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General Chapter of the Presentation Brothers in 1889. He qualified as a 
National teacher under the regulations of the National Board of Education 
and proved to be a very successful teacher, specialising in tutoring senior 
pupils for the King’s Scholarship, which was the normal entrance examination 
to teacher training. He also prepared and supervised monitors, who, in the 
monitorial system, taught small groups of students under the supervision of a 
senior teacher. He was superior in Killarney (1892-1895; 1897-1900) and in 
Dungannon (1915-1920). He spent his retirement years in Cobh, and died at 
the Bon Secours hospital there on 3 October, 1943, aged 80 years. He was 
interred in the cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork. 
He was a brother of William Benedict O’Connor (qv).  

O’Connor, James Xavier (1845-1874) 
James O’Connor was a native of Duagh, Co. Kerry, and 
entered the Presentation Brothers at the South 
Monastery in 1864. When receiving the religious habit, 
he also received a new religious name, Brother Xavier. 
His new patron saint, was the great St Francis Xavier, an 
early Jesuit companion of St Ignatius of Loyola, who 
died while on the missions in the far east.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Xavier made 
profession of vows at the South Monastery in 1869. In 
collaboration with Brothers Austin Shanahan and Vincent O’Connor, he 
compiled a Supplement to Bishop Butler’s Catechism that had a print run of 
two million copies. He died at the South Monastery on 9 March, 1874, aged 
28 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ vault at the South 
Monastery, now in the grounds of Nano Nagle House, Douglas Street, Cork. 
He was a brother of Richard De Sales O’Connor (qv) and an uncle of William 
Baptist Quille (qv). 
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O’Connor, John Ailbe (1902-1992) 
John O’Connor, son of Denis O’Connor and his 
wife, Mary Curtin, was born in Golden, Co. 
Tipperary, on 19 September, 1902, and baptised in 
the local Catholic church the following day. He 
attended Golden National school, before entering 
the Presentation Brothers’ Preparatory school, 
Mount St Joseph, Cork, in September, 1917. On 
deciding to join the Presentation Brothers, he 
received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Ailbe, on 26 December, 1918. His new patron saint, 
St Ailbe of Emly (d.518), is regarded as the patron saint of Munster. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Ailbe made profession of vows on 
26 December, 1921. In 1928, he was transferred to Letterkenny, Co. Donegal, 
Meantime, he studied for the King’s Scholarship, required for entry to teacher 
training college, and, after passing this, he entered De La Salle Teacher 
Training College, Waterford, from where he graduated as a certificated 
National teacher in 1931. The same year, he was transferred to Killarney, 
where he taught for six years (1931-1937). After this, he taught in Birr for two 
years (1937-1939). From Birr, he went to Cobh, but, later in 1939, a vacancy 
arose for the post of principal in the South Monastery and Brother Ailbe was 
appointed to the post. The major superiors, meantime, seemed to have noted 
his leadership potential, because his next appointment was as superior and 
principal (1941-1947) in Milltown, Co. Kerry. In 1947, he was transferred to 
Birr (1947-1954), where he was appointed bursar. In 1954, he was transferred 
to St Patrick’s, Greenmount (1954-1967), where, in the absence of a female 
teacher, he was asked to teach junior infants. That he did this very successfully 
is vouched for by Jim Cremin, who painted a memorable picture of Ailbe as 
junior infants teacher in his article, >Ailbie’ (Feheney, ed. 1999). He retired 
from teaching in 1967, after which he served as bursar in Douglas (1967-
1980). His last twelve years (1980-1992) were spent in Cobh. He died on 25 
March, 1992, aged 89 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St 
Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  
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O’Connor, John Germanus (1881-1955) 
John O’Connor, son of John and Kate O’Connor, was 
born in Carrageen, Brosna, Co. Kerry, on 10 May, 1881, 
and baptised in the local Catholic church two days later. 
He entered the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, 
Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 29 April, 1897. He received 
the religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Germanus, on 1 November, 1897. His new 
patron saint, St Germanus (378-448), was a saintly 
Bishop of Auxerre, in France. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Germanus made profession of 
vows on 8 February, 1902. He then spent several years teaching in Birr, his 
departure being much regretted when he was changed to Kinsale in 1943. He 
remained only one year in Kinsale, however, before being transferred to St 
Patrick’s Greenmount, Cork, where, in addition to teaching, he fulfilled the 
demanding role of bursar in the community and in the orphanage. He 
remained in this post until shortly before his death in the Bon Secours 
Hospital, Cork, which occured after a brief illness, on 18 June, 1955, aged 74 
years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, 
Cork. He was a brother of Michael Sennan O’Connor (qv). 

 
O’Connor, John Kyran (1879-1956) 
John O’Connor, son of Jeremiah and Johanna 
O’Connor, was born in Clonmore, Milltown, Co. 
Kerry, on 1 December, 1879. He entered the novitiate 
of the Presentation Brothers, Mount St Joseph, Cork, 
on St Patrick’s Day, 17 March, 1897. He received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Kyran, on 4 October, 1897. His new patron 
saint, St Kyran (515-546) was an early Irish saint, born 
in Connaught and taught by St Finian at the 
monastery in Clonard, Co. Meath. 



 

234 
 

At the conclusion of his novitiate, Brother Kyran made profession of 
vows on 2 December, 1899. He qualified as a National teacher under the 
regulations of the Board of National Education and proved to be a very 
effective teacher. He was one of a group of Presentation Brothers holding the 
classification, >Highly Efficient’. He taught in Dungannon (1902) and was 
superior (1917-1920) and principal (1917-1920) in Killarney; superior (1922-
1925; 1928-1931; 1937-1942) and principal (1922-1943) in Kinsale; superior 
(1936-1937) in St Patrick’s Greenmount, Cork. He retired from school in 
1944 and spent some years (1950-1953) in Cobh. While there, he was obliged 
to spend some time in the Mercy Hospital Cork. He moved to St Joseph’s, 
Greenmount, on 1 January, 1954, but his ill-health persisted. He died at the 
Bon Secours Hospital, Cork, after a long illness, on 17 May, 1956, aged 76 
years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, 
Cork. He was highly regarded for his teaching and leadership by past students 
and special tribute was paid to him by >old boys’ at the opening of the new 
school in Killarney, in September, 1958. 

O’Connor, John Luke (1875-1913) 
John O’Connor, son of Denis O’Connor and his wife, Mary Collins, was born 
in the family home, Lower Kilconlea, Abbeyfeale, Co. Limerick, and baptised 
in the local parish church on 4 April, 1875. He attended the local National 
school, before entering the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers at Mount St 
Joseph, Cork, on 8 September, 1894, at the age of nineteen. He received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Luke, at Mount St 
Joseph on 16 April, 1895. His new patron saint was Luke the Evangelist. On 
completion of his novitiate, he made his religious profession at Mount St 
Joseph on 21 April, 1897. He passed his King’s Scholarship Examination, 
thereby qualifying for entry to Teacher Training College, and qualified as a 
National teacher under the regulations of the National Board of Education.  

He taught for some years in Cork before being appointed to the staff of 
St Joseph’s National school, Cobh. In 1910, he was appointed superior of the 
Cobh community, but before the end of his term, he began to feel unwell. He 
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died on 28 May, 1913, at the early age of 38 years. He was buried in the 
cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  

O’Connor, John Luke (1913-1972) 
John O’Connor, son of Michael O’Connor and his 
wife, Kate O’Keeffe, was born in Tullylease, 
Charleville, Co. Cork, on 30 January, 1913, and 
baptised in the local Catholic church two days later. He 
entered the Presentation Brothers’ Preparatory School, 
Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 30 June, 1928. On deciding 
to be a Presentation Brother, he received the religious 
habit, together with a new religious name, Brother 
Luke, on 31 December, 1928. His new patron saint was the evangelist, St 
Luke, author of the third Gospel and the Acts of the Apostles. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Luke made profession of vows on 
31 December, 1930. He then taught in Birr, before entering De La Salle 
Teacher Training College, Waterford, where he qualified as a teacher. He then 
returned to Birr, before being transferred to England in 1941. He taught at 
Presentation College, Reading, for six years (1941-1947) before being 
appointed superior in St Thomas More School, West Grinstead (1947-1950). 
In 1950, he was appointed superior and Headmaster, St John Fischer School, 
Wymondley (1951-1955). When St John Fisher School closed in 1955, he was 
given study leave and he enrolled for a course in spiritual leadership with the 
Jesuits in London. He then taught at St Vincent’s School, Dartford, for a year, 
before returning to St Thomas More School, West Grinstead (1958-1969). 
Other important appointments which he received included, Province Leader, 
England (1965-1969) and member of Central Leadership Team, as Assistant 
General (1969-1972). He died suddenly of a heart attack in the Bon Secours 
Hospital, Cork, on 10 August, 1972, aged 57 years. He was interred in the 
cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Cork.  
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O’Connor, Michael (1889-1904) 
Michael O’Connor was born in Youghal, Co. Cork, in 1889. The story is told 
that Michael and a friend were on an expedition to catch song- birds, when 
they encountered the late Brother Leo O’Sullivan, who was on his summer 
vacation at the seaside in Youghal. As a result of this encounter, and 
subsequent conversations, Michael, entered the novitiate at Mount St Joseph, 
Cork, on 3 October, 1904, as a postulant, at the age of fifteen. Two months 
later, on 9 December, 1904, he died suddenly at the eastern end of the 
ground-floor corridor, at the foot of the eastern stairs. He was 15 years of age. 
He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  

O’Connor, Michael Edmund (1899-1964) 
Michael O’Connor, son of Edward O’Connor and his 
wife, Bridget Brosnan, was born in Kilsarkin, Currow, 
Castleisland, Co. Kerry, on 25 July, 1899, and baptised 
in Castleisland Catholic church the following day. He 
was educated in the local National school, before 
entering the Presentation Brothers Preparatory School, 
Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 25 March, 1916. Following 
his decision to join the Presentation Brothers, he 
received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Edmund, on 28 October, 1916. His new patron saint, 
St Edmund of East Anglia (840-870), was King of East Anglia. He was 
martyred by the Vikings for refusing to abandon the Christian religion. 
 At the end of his novitiate, Brother Edmund made profession of vows 
on 4 April, 1920. He attended De La Salle Teacher Training College, 
Waterford, where he qualified as a National teacher. He then taught at Birr 
and Carrick-on-Shannon, before joining the staff of the newly-opened Scoil 
Críost Rí, Turner’s Cross, in August, 1938. He continued teaching in Turner’s 
Cross until his transfer to the Monastery School, Killarney, in 1952. In 
Killarney, he led an active life, his favourite hobbies being cycling, boating and 
fishing. During the last two years of his life, his health declined, though he 
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rarely, if ever, missed class. He died in Killarney of coronary thrombosis on 
21 January, 1964, aged 64 years. He was interred in the cemetery at the old 
monastery, his remains being subsequently translated to the Presentation 
Brothers’ burial plot, Aghadoe cemetery, overlooking the Lakes of Killarney. 
He was uncle to Edmund Fergus Griffin (qv). 

O’Connor, Michael Fidelis (1870-1938) 
Michael O’Connor, son of Michael and Hanora 
O’Connor, was born in Brosna, Co. Kerry, in 1870. He 
was educated at the local National School, before 
entering the Presentation Brothers at the South 
Monastery, Cork, on 8 May, 1888. He received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Fidelis, on 2 October, 1889. His new patron 
saint was St Fidelis Sigmaringen (1577-1622), a 
Capuchin Franciscan friar, who was martyred in Switzerland in 1622. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Fidelis made profession of vows at 
the South Monastery on 17 October, 1891. He obtained a BA degree, possibly 
from the Royal University. One of his first assignments was teaching in Birr. 
In 1911, he joined a group of Presentation Brothers opening a new mission in 
Canada. When he arrived, he was sent to teach at Catholic High School, the 
premier Catholic secondary school of the Presentation Brothers in Canada. In 
1914, however, he was summoned back to Ireland to teach at Presentation 
College, Cork, after which he taught at St Boniface College, Plymouth, and 
Presentation College, Cobh. In 1925, he was appointed superior (1925-1928; 
1930-1937) and principal (1925-1937) at Presentation College, Glasthule. 
After his retirement from Glasthule, he was appointed superior at Mardyke 
House, Cork (1937), but he resigned his post, because his health had rapidly 
deteriorated. He died at the Mater Hospital, Dublin, following a period, 
during which he suffered from a >painful illness’. He passed away on 
Christmas Day, 25 December, 1938, aged 68 years. He was interred in the 
Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, Dean’s Grange cemetery, Blackrock, Co. 
Dublin.  
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O’Connor, Michael Francis (1883-1965) 
Michael O’Connor, son of Hugh O’Connor and his 
wife, Ellen Hickey, was born in Coolnagaeragh, 
Scartaglin, Co. Kerry, on 20 September, 1883, and 
baptised in the local Catholic church two days later. 
He was educated at Scartaglin National school, before 
entering the Preparatory School, Mount St Joseph, 
Cork, on 22 June, 1905. His journey through the 
novitiate, was not smooth, however. He went home 
for his father’s funeral and later (2 December, 1905) 
wrote to the Master of Novices stating that he was not returning to the 
novitiate. He remained at home for almost four years, before seeking 
readmission to the novitiate on 29 June, 1909. He then received the religious 
habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Francis, on 24 December, 
1909. His new patron saint was the great St Francis of Assisi (1181-1226), the 
founder of the Franciscan Order. 

At the conclusion of his novitiate, Brother Francis made profession of 
vows on 24 December, 1911. He passed the King’s Scholarship examination, 
which qualified him for entry to Teacher’s College, and to teach in Irish 
National Schools as a Junior Assistant Master (JAM). After profession, he 
taught in St Joseph’s Orphanage, Orpington, before returning to Ireland in 
1914. He then taught in Milltown and Killarney, before his appointment to 
the South Monastery in 1921. Here he was credited with installing central 
heating in classrooms and erecting partitions between classes. By 1922, he was 
back in Milltown, after which, he taught in St Joseph’s, Greenmount (1930), 
followed by Birr (1931-1932), before his return to Cork to teach at St Patrick’, 
Greenmount (1932-1942). By now, he had developed a throat infection, 
which adversely affected his speech and forced him to retire in 1942. He spent 
periods of his retirement in different houses, including Kinsale (1948-1950), 
Cobh (1950), Bray (1951), Milltown (1951-1953), Cobh (1953-1954), 
Orpington and the South Monastery (1954-1965). He was a man of initiative, 
as shown, for instance, by his organisation of fund-raising Flag Days in Cork 
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for the West Indian Mission. He also wrote feature articles for The Cork 
Examiner and The Kerryman newspapers, as well as taking a lively interest in 
secondary school athletics and rugby. He died on 24 January, 1965, aged 81 
years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, 
Cork.   

 
O’Connor, Michael Senan (1882-1970) 
Michael O’Connor, son of John and Kate O’Connor, 
was born in Carrageen, Brosna, Co. Kerry, on 20 
December, 1882. He entered the novitiate of the 
Presentation Brothers at Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 15 
October, 1898. He received the religious habit, together 
with a new religious name, Brother Senan, on 17 April, 
1899. His new patron saint, St Senan, was a native of 
West Clare, who founded a famous monastery at Inis 
Cathaigh, now known as Scattery Island, in the Shannon 
estuary, not far from Killydysart, Co. Clare. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Senan made profession of vows on 
24 December, 1902. He qualified as a teacher under the regulations of the 
Board of National Education and taught in Cork until he joined a pioneering 
group of Presentation Brothers that opened a new mission in Canada in 1910. 
In Montreal, he was assigned to teach in Chaveau Catholic School, Pointe-St-
Charles. He remained there until his transfer to St Patrick’s Academy, 
Sherbrooke, in 1912. In 1916, together with some other Presentation 
Brothers, he sat the state examination at the Normal (Teacher Training) 
School and qualified as a teacher for every state in Canada. In 1932, he was 
appointed superior at the novitiate in Longueuil, but, in 1937, he returned to 
Chaveau School, now renamed Canon O’Meara School, in honour of a much-
respected former pastor. Subsequently, this school was replaced by a new 
building and called St Gabriel’s School. It was here that Brother Senan taught 
for the last day before his retirement in 1948.  

In 1953, he joined the community at the Juniorate, Montebello, and soon 
took on the role of bursar, which was considerable, since that institution was a 
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boarding school. He continued in this useful role until shortly before his death 
on 8 December, 1970, at the age of 87 years. He was buried in the Presentation 
Brothers’ burial plot, St Antoine cemetery, Longueuil, Quebec. He was a 
brother of John Germanus O’Connor (qv). 

O’Connor, Patrick Borgia (1919-1976) 
Patrick O’Connor, son of John O’Connor and his 
wife, Johanna Flynn, was born in Knockafrechane, 
Brosna, Co. Kerry, on 20 October, 1919, and baptised 
in the local Catholic church three days later. He was 
educated at Brosna National school, before entering 
the Presentation Brothers’ juniorate, Coláiste Muire, 
Douglas, Cork, in August, 1934. On completion of his 
secondary schooling, he entered the Presentation 
Brothers, receiving the religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Borgia, on 12 August, 1939. His new patron saint was St Francis 
Borgia (1510-1572), a member of the Spanish nobility, who became a priest 
and who was elected 3rd Superior General of the Jesuits.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Borgia made profession of 
vows on 12 August, 1941. He completed his teacher training at De La Salle 
Teacher Training College, Waterford, in 1943, and was then transferred to the 
South Monastery, Cork, while teaching in nearby Scoil Chríost Rí. In 1944, he 
made his final profession and in 1947, he was transferred to St Joseph’s 
Greenmount. In 1949, he was transferred to Killarney and, in 1952, he 
returned to the South Monastery, to teach in Scoil Chríost Rí. 1957, he was 
transferred to Letterkenny (1957-1959), and in 1959, he went from there to 
Presentation College, Bray. In 1964, however, he returned to the South 
Monastery, and continued teaching in Scoil Chríost Rí. When the Maiville 
community was established in 1971, he became a founder member. He 
suffered from a suspected brain tumour and died on 16 August, 1976, aged 58 
years. He was interred in the cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, Blarney 
Street, Cork.  
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O’Connor, Patrick Placid (1870-1936) 
Patrick O’Connor, son of Malachy and Hellen O’Connor, was born in 
Freemount, Co. Cork, in 1870. He entered the Presentation Brothers at the 
South Monastery, Cork, on 6 January, 1888. He received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Placid, on 4 August, 1888. His 
new patron saint, St Placid, was a Roman nobleman who became one of the 
early companions of St Benedict, founder of the Benedictine Order. 

At the conclusion of his novitiate, Brother Placid made profession of 
vows at the South Monastery in August, 1890. He qualified as teacher under 
the regulations of the Board of National education and taught in several 
Presentation Brothers’ schools, including Cobh (superior 1900-1903; 1922-
1925); Enniskillen (superior, 1906-1909), Birr and Milltown, where he spent 
his retirement years. He died, after a brief illness, at the Bon Secours Hospital, 
Tralee, Co. Kerry, on 12 August, 1936, aged 66 years. He was interred in the 
cemetery in the old monastery, Killarney, his remains being subsequently 
translated to the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, Aghadoe cemetery, 
overlooking the Lakes of Killarney.  

O’Connor, Patrick Thomas (1949-2002) 
Patrick O’Connor, son of Thomas O’Connor 
and his wife, Johanna Keane, was born in Boula, 
Knocknagoshel, Co. Kerry, on 21 September, 
1949, and baptised the same day in the local 
Catholic church. He was educated in the local 
National school before entering the Presentation 
Brothers’ juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, 
Cork, early in September, 1963. After his 
Intermediate Certificate, he was admitted to the 
novitiate, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 2 July, 
1966. He received the religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Thomas, on 12 August, 1966. His new patron saint, was St Thomas, 
the apostle, sometimes called >Doubting Thomas’, because of his initial 
refusal to believe that Jesus had risen from the dead.  
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At the end of his novitiate, Brother Thomas made profession of vows 
on 12 August, 1968. The following year, he studied for his Leaving Certificate 
examination in Coláiste Muire, Douglas, and passed this examination in 1969. 
He then joined the West Indian province on a temporary assignment. He 
taught initially at Presentation College, Barbados (1970-1971), subsequently 
moving to Presentation College, Grenada (1971-1972). He spent the year, 
1972-1973, teaching at Presentation College, Reading. In 1973, he returned to 
Ireland, and was stationed at Mardyke House (1973-1977). While there, he 
obtained his BA degree (1977), followed by a Higher Diploma in Education 
(1978), both from NUI, Cork. During the year, 1977-1978, he taught at 
Coláiste Therése, Greenmount. In 1978, he was assigned to teach at St 
Brendan’s Community School, Birr, where he was superior (1987-1990). 
During the academic year, 1985-1986, he got study leave and enrolled for a 
postgraduate Diploma in Religious Education in Dundalk. 

In 1990, he was transferred to Presentation College, Bray, and 
appointed superior there in 1991. In 1999, he volunteered to go to Ghana, 
where he taught, first, in the Zamse Secondary Technical School, Bolgatanga, 
and, subsequently, in Notre Dame minor seminary in Navrongo, Northern 
Ghana. He was very successful in both places, but Divine Providence 
intervened. In 2002, he was stricken with cerebral malaria and, though 
removed to the War Memorial Hospital in Navrongo, he died a short time 
later on 4 November, 2002, aged 53 years. He was interred at Mount St 
Joseph, Logre, Ghana.  
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O’Connor, Richard De Sales (1848-1904) 
Richard O’Connor was born in Duagh, Co. Kerry, in 
1848. He attended the local National school and 
entered the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers at 
the South Monastery, Douglas Street, Cork, about 
1874. He received the religious habit, together with a 
new religious name, Brother De Sales, about six 
months later. His new patron saint was St Francis De 
Sales (1567-1627), Bishop of Geneva, and author of the 
religious book, An Introduction to the Devout Life. On 
completion of his novitiate, Brother De Sales made his religious profession on 
2 February, 1876. 

He qualified as a teacher under the National Board of Education and 
held several posts of responsibility, including, superior and principal, Birr 
(1884-1887); Milltown (1891-1894; 1897-1901); Queenstown/ Cobh, (1895-
1897). He was also Master of Novices in Birr and, subsequently, in the South 
Monastery, Cork (1889). He attended both the General Assembly of 1885 and 
the First General Chapter of 1889. He spent his final years in Milltown, where 
he died on 12 January, 1904, at the age of 56 years. He was buried in the 
monastery cemetery, Killarney, his remains being subsequently translated to 
the Presentation Brothers burial plot in Aghadoe cemetery, overlooking the 
Lakes of Killarney. He was a brother of James Xavier O’Connor (qv) and an 
uncle of William Baptist Quille (qv). (FPMA, MSJ) 

O’Connor, William Benedict (1858-1933) 
William O’Connor was born in the townland of 
Meenbannivane, Castleisland, Co. Kerry, on 4 June, 
1858. He attended the local National School and 
entered the Presentation Brothers at Douglas Street, 
Cork, on 27 August, 1877. He received the religious 
habit, together with a new religious name, Brother 
Benedict, on 10 March, 1878. His new patron saint 
was St Benedict, the founder of Western 
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Monasticism, whose first monastery was at Subiaco, though he subsequently 
moved to the more famous Monte Casino.  
 On completion of his novitiate, Benedict O’Connor made his religious 
profession on 29 March, 1880. He passed the King’s Scholarship examination, 
at the time the entrance qualification to teacher training. He then qualified as a 
National teacher under the rules of the Board of Education. He was very 
successful in the classroom and held several posts of responsibility in the 
course of his working life. He attended both the General Assembly of the 
Presentation Brothers in Cork in 1885 and the First General Chapter in Cork 
in 1889. He taught at the South Monastery, where he was superior and 
principal (1889-1891); St Patrick’s Greenmount, superior and principal (1891-
1892); Kinsale, superior and principal (1905-1906; 1913-1914); Boyle, superior 
and principal (1903-1905); St Vincent’s, Dartford; Milltown, where he was 
superior and principal (1914-1915). He spent his later years at St Joseph’s, 
Greenmount. He died on 14 March, 1933, aged 64 years. He was buried in the 
cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork. He was a brother 
of Daniel Joachim O’Connor (qv). 

O’Donahoe, Hugh Bede (1885-1957) 
Hugh O’Donahue, son of Thomas Donahue and his wife, 
Frances Sammon, was born in Huddersfield, England, of Irish 
parents on 11 November, 1885, and baptised in the local 
Catholic church two days later. When he was one year old, his 
family moved to Leeds. He was educated in a local Catholic 
school, before entering the novitiate of the Presentation 
Brothers at Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 21 August, 1903. He 
received the religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Bede, 
at Mount St Joseph, on 22 February, 2004. His new patron saint was the great 
Northumbrian saint and scholar, the Venerable Bede. At the end of his 
novitiate, Brother Bede made profession of vows on 24 February, 1906.  

He began his teaching career in the South Monastery, Cork (1908-
1911), before spending a year in Cobh and another at Presentation College, 
Cork. He was then assigned to St Michael’s Intermediate School, Enniskillen, 
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where he taught until 1920. He was transferred to Dungannon for one year, to 
Birr for another year and then to the South Monastery for another year. In 
1923, he was appointed superior (1938-1941; 1947-1951) and Headmaster 
(1923-1932; 1935-1951) in Enniskillen. In 1932, he was requested to transfer 
to Reading to get the new Presentation College, Reading, on its academic feet. 
He returned to Enniskillen in 1935 and resumed his position as Headmaster 
of St Michael’s Intermediate School. On his retirement in 1951, he was asked 
to go to Canada to help in one of the secondary schools in Montreal. He went 
willingly and assumed the role of Director of the Presentation Juniorate in 
Montebello, Quebec. He returned to Enniskillen in 1953. He was one of the 
best-known Headmasters of Catholic schools in Northern Ireland. He also 
possessed a range of educational skills, including a talent for organising games 
and versatility at the keyboard, which made him a welcome musical 
accompanist. He also edited the St Michael’s school magazine, The Erne Echo, 
for many years. The circulation of this journal is said to have run to 3,000 
copies per edition. 

Brother Bede was hospitalised on 15 April, 1956, but, made a good 
recovery after medical treatment. His sudden death in Enniskillen, of a heart 
attack, on 30 December, 1957, came as a surprise to his community and his 
many friends. He was 72 years of age. He was interred in the Presentation 
Brothers’ burial plot, in the convent cemetery, Enniskillen, Co. Fermanagh.  

O’Donnell, Daniel Albinus (1905-1989) 
Daniel O’Donnell, son of Patrick O’Donnell and 
his wife, Ellen Curtin, was born in Mount Collins, 
Co. Limerick, on 18 March, 1905, and baptised in 
Mount Collins Catholic church the following day. 
He was educated at Mount Collins National 
school, where his father was principal, before 
entering the Presentation Brothers’ Preparatory 
School, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 10 September, 
1921. On deciding to become a Presentation 
Brother, he received the religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
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Brother Albinus, on 29 June, 1922. His new patron saint was St Albinus 
(d.550), a native of Brittany in France, who became a monk and, subsequently, 
Bishop of the city of Angers. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Albinus made profession of 
vows on 29 June, 1924. He was then sent to teach in Letterkenny, Co. 
Donegal, where he also played hurling with the local and county Donegal 
teams. He studied at De La Salle Teacher Training College and qualified as a 
National teacher. During his long career, he taught in several Presentation 
Brothers’ primary schools, including Carrick-on-Shannon and Birr. He also 
held many positions of responsibility, including superior Mount St Joseph 
(1943-1946), superior Killarney (1946-1950); principal Killarney (1949-1950); 
provincial, Ireland (1950-1956); Congregational Leader (1957-1969); member 
of Central Leadership team (1972-1981). He spent some of his retirement 
years at Mount St Joseph, before his transfer to the former juniorate, Coláiste 
Muire, Douglas. During his term of office, he launched both the Presentation 
Brothers’ missions in Lima, Peru, and in Ghana. He died at St Patrick’s 
Hospital, Cork, on 3 July, 1989, aged 83 years. He was interred in the 
cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork. He was a brother of Hugh 
Thaddeus O’Donnell (qv) and Francis Columba O’Donnell (qv).  

O’Donnell, Francis Columba (1908-1983) 
Francis O’Donnell, son of Patrick O’Donnell and his 
wife, Ellen Curtin, was born in Mount Collins, Co. 
Limerick, on 20 January, 1908, and baptised in Mount 
Collins Catholic church two days later. He was educated 
at Mount Collins National school, where his father was 
principal, before entering the Presentation Brothers’ 
Preparatory School, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 9 
September, 1923. On deciding to join the Presentation 
Brothers, he received the religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Columba, on 25 October, 1924. His new patron saint was the great St 
Columba, founder of the monastery of Iona, on the West coast of Scotland, 
and one of the National patron saints of Ireland.  
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At the end of his novitiate, Brother Columba made profession of vows 
on 26 November, 1926. He entered De La Salle Teacher Training College, 
Waterford, in 1931, but, at the end of his first year, he suffered a serious lung 
ailment, which necessitated his abandoning the teacher training course and 
enduring a long convalescence. He spent some years as bursar at Mount St 
Joseph, where he was also superior (1943-1946) and assistant Master of 
Novices. In 1947, he was transferred to the Juniorate, St Teresa’s College, 
Passage West, Co. Cork, where he continued as bursar. Subsequently, he was 
superior in Passage West (1950-1954). He spent his later years at Coláiste 
Therése, Greenmount, where his health gradually deteriorated. He died at Bon 
Secours Hospital, Cork, on 9 April, 1983, aged 75 years. He was interred in 
the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork. He was a brother of 
Hugh Thaddeus O’Donnell (qv) and Daniel Albinus O’Donnell (qv).  

 

O’Donnell, Hugh Thaddeus (1901-1980) 
Hugh O’Donnell, son of Patrick O’Donnell and his 
wife, Ellen Curtin, was born in Mount Collins, Co. 
Limerick, and baptised in Mount Collins Catholic 
church on 23 December, 1901. He was educated in 
Mount Collins National School, where his father was 
principal, before entering the Presentation Brothers’ 
Preparatory School, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 15 
May, 1919. On deciding to join the Presentation 
Brothers, he received the religious habit, together with 
a new religious name, Brother Thaddeus, on 26 December, 1919. His new 
patron saint was the apostle, St Thaddeus or Jude, who was a brother of St 
James (the Less) and a >brother’ of Jesus. St Thaddeus’ apostolic journeys 
have traditionally been linked with Armenia. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Thaddeus made profession of 
vows on 26 December, 1921. He attended De La Salle Teacher Training 
College, Waterford, where he qualified as a National teacher. He taught in 
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Carrick-on-Shannon, where he was superior (1939-1941) and principal (1960-
1964); Birr, where he was superior (1954-1960) and principal (1952-1957); St 
Patrick’s Greenmount, Cork, where he was superior (1949-1951) and principal 
(1946-1951); Cobh (1964-1967). He was also superior at Mount St Joseph 
(1951-1952) and bursar in Glasthule (1968-1975). He spent his later years in 
Cobh, where his health gradually deteriorated. He died in the Bon Secours 
Hospital, Cobh, on 25 September, 1980, aged 78 years. He was interred in the 
cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork. He was a brother of 
Daniel Albinus O’Donnell (qv) and Patrick Columba O’Donnell (qv). 

O’Donnell, Timothy Leonard (1873-1931) 
Timothy O’Donnell, son of Michael and Catherine O’Donnell, was born in 
Dromcollogher, Co. Limerick, on 27 August, 1873. He was educated at the 
local National school, before entering the novitiate of the Presentation 
Brothers at the South Monastery, Cork, on 2 August, 1990. He received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Leonard, on 28 
August, 1991. His new patron saint, St Leonard of Port Maurice (1676-1751), 
near Naples, was a holy Franciscan Friar. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Leonard made profession of 
vows on 28 August, 1893. He then taught in Killarney, before his transfer to 
England, where he taught at St Vincent’s School, Dartford. He returned to 
Ireland in 1898 and was assigned to Milltown, before his transfer to St 
Joseph’s Greenmount in 1901. From ther he was transferred to Chadwick 
Memorial Industrial School, Carlile, before his transfer to St Joseph’s 
Orphanage, Orpington, in 1921. In Orpington, he was appointed school 
secretary, in which position he was responsible for all official correspondence 
and communications with Home Office Inspectors and the Board of 
Management of the Orphanage. In 1929, he was appointed a member of the 
Province Leadership team (1929-1931), and continued in this post until his 
death on 3 December, 1931, at the age of 58 years. He was interred in the 
Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, St Joseph’s, Orpington, Kent.  
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O’Donoghue, Cornelius Bruno (1870-1951) 
Cornelius O’Donoghue, son of Cornelius and 
Catherine O’Donoghue, was born in Kilbrogan, 
Kinsale, Co. Cork, on 2 May, 1870. He was educated at 
the local National school, before entering the novitiate 
of the Presentation Brothers, South Monastery, Cork, 
on 29 August, 1889. On deciding to enter the 
Presentation Brothers, he received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Bruno, on 
6 April, 1890. His new patron saint, St Bruno (1020-1101), Canon of the 
Cathedral of Rheims, was the founder of the great Order of Carthusians, a 
semi-hermetical religious brotherhood. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Bruno made profession of vows at 
the South Monastery on 12 April, 1892. The following year, he accompanied 
Brother Louis Culhane to England to open St Vincent’s Orphanage, 
Orpington. He succeeded Louis as superior and Director of the orphanage, 
two years later (1895-1898). He was appointed superior again in Orpington in 
1901, and reappointed in 1904. He was also superior in St Vincent’s School, 
Dartford (1913-1915). He attended the General Chapters of 1904, 1905, 1915, 
1931, 1937, 1945. At the General Chapter of 1915, he was elected to the 
Central Leadership Team, as Assistant General. At the 1931 General Chapter, 
he was elected Bursar General and was reappointed to this position at the 
1937 and 1945 General Chapters. He was delegated, with Brother Peter 
Curtin, to go to Rome in 1923 to conduct congregational business with the 
Holy See. He acted as farm manager for a) the Beaumont House and property 
in Blackrock, Cork, and b) the Presentation Brothers’ farm at Kilmoney, 
Carriagaline, Co. Cork, both of which were sold during the administration of 
Brother Aloysius Rahilly. Brother Bruno died on his birthday, 2 May, 1951, 
aged 81 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney 
Street, Cork.  He was a brother of John Bonaventure O’Donohue (qv). 
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O’Donoghue, Daniel Ildephonsus (1879-1954) 
Daniel O’Donoghue, son of John O’Donoghue and his 
wife, Ellen Callaghan, was born in Toureenagown, 
Knocknagoshel, Co. Kerry, on 10 January, 1879, and 
baptised in Knocknagoshel Catholic church the 
following day. He was educated at Knocknagoshel 
National school, before entering the Presentation 
Brothers Preparatory School, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 
15 September, 1896. On deciding to join the 
Presentation Brothers, he received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Ildephonsus, on 13 March, 1897. 
His new patron saint, St Ildephonsus (d.667) was a Visigoth monk and abbot, 
who became Archbishop of Toledo in Spain.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Ildephonsus made profession of 
vows on 12 August, 1899. He taught in Dartford (1900), Carrick-on -
Shannon, Orpington, St Joseph’s Greenmount, Cobh, Milltown and Killarney. 
In 1930, he became mentally ill and became a patient of the Brothers of 
Charity Nursing Home, Belmont, Waterford. He remained there for the rest 
of his life. He died on 10 February, 1954, aged 75 years. He was interred in 
the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  

O’Donoghue, John Bonaventure (1854-1937) 
John O’Donoghue, son of Cornelius and Catherine 
O’Donoghue, was born in Kilbrogan, Bandon, Co. 
Cork, in 1854. He was educated at the local National 
school, before entering the novitiate of the 
Presentation Brothers, South Monastery, Cork, on 
29 July, 1882. When receiving the religious habit, he 
also received a new religious name, Brother 
Bonaventure. His new patron saint was St 
Bonaventure, an early companion of St Francis of 
Assisi and one of his successors at Superior General 
of the Franciscan Order. 
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At the conclusion of his novitiate, Brother Bonaventure made 
profession of vows on 2 August, 1884. He was one of the delegates at the first 
General Chapter of the Presentation Brothers in Cork in 1889. He also 
attended many subsequent General Chapters. He started teaching in 
Presentation Brothers’ schools in Ireland, was then transferred to England for 
some years, teaching at St Vincent’s, Dartford, and Chadwick Memorial 
School, Newcastle, before returning to St Joseph’s, Greenmount, Cork, where 
he spent the remainder of his life. He was superior at St Joseph’s for several 
terms (1894-1897; 1913-1916; 1918-1923; 1926-1929). Surviving Reports of 
School Inspectors testify to the high professional standards to which he 
aspired and which he achieved. He celebrated the Golden Jubilee of his 
religious profession on 15 August, 1934. In his later years, he suffered from 
ill-health. He died at St Joseph’s, Greenmount, on 4 June, 1937, aged 82 years. 
He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork. He 
was an older brother of Cornelius Bruno O’Donohue (qv) 

O’Donohue, Michael Fabian (1937-2008) 
Michael O’Donohue, son of Francis O’Donohue and 
his wife, Bridget Keane, was born in Ballinagun, Cree, 
Co. Clare, on 23 October, 1937, and baptised in the 
local Catholic church two days later. When he was only 
eighteen months old, his mother died and he was reared 
by relatives, Minnie and Tom Cusack. He attended Cree 
National school, before entering the Presentation 
Brothers’ juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, on 28 
August, 1951. On completion of his Intermediate Certificate, he joined the 
Presentation Brothers, receiving the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Fabian, on 12 August, 1954. His new patron saint, St 
Fabian (d.250) was one of the early Popes, who succeeded St Peter as Bishop 
of Rome. 

At the end of his first year in the novitiate, he began studies for his 
Leaving Certificate at Mount St Joseph. He passed this examination in 1956, 
and, on 12 August, the same year, he made profession of vows. He then 
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taught for a year in Bray (1958-1959), before entering De La Salle Teacher 
Training College, Waterford, where he qualified as a National teacher in 1961. 
His first appointment after graduation was to Letterkenny (1961), after which 
he was transferred to Cobh. But he had only one year in Cobh (1961-1962), 
before his transfer, in 1962, to the South Monastery and a teaching post in 
Scoil Críost Rí, Turners’ Cross (1962-1969). In 1969, he was transferred to 
Mardyke House, where he was superior (1970-1976) and principal of St 
Joseph’s School, Mardyke (1969-1976). He was then transferred to Coláiste 
Therése, Greenmount, from where he taught at the nearby Scoil Mhuire na nGrás 
primary school, where he was principal (1976-1979). In 1981, he was 
appointed superior at Mount St Joseph (1981-1985), while he taught at 
Greenmount. From 1985-1986, he was stationed in Cobh, but, in 1986, he 
returned to Mardyke House and to a teaching post in St Joseph’s school, 
Mardyke (1986-1988). He was then appointed a foundation member of the 
Mahon community (1988-1993), while teaching at Scoil Mhuire na nGrás. He 
went on study leave to the Institute of St Anselm, Margate, Kent, during the 
year, 1993-1994, and became a member of the experimental community in 
Deerpark (1994), before his transfer to Heatherton Park, Cork (1995). He fell 
ill in 2006 and took up residence at Maiville, Turner’s Cross, Cork. Despite 
on-going oncological treatment, his health steadily declined and he died on 21 
February, 2008, aged 70 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St 
Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  

Brother Fabian was an outstanding athlete and was a prominent Gaelic 
footballer. He helped Cooraclare win the Clare County Football 
Championship in 1964 and 1965. In 1969, he joined Nemo Rangers’ club, 
Cork, and helped them win Cork County Championships in 1972, 1973, 1974 
and 1975. Moreover, he went on to win Munster and All-Ireland club titles 
with Nemo in 1973. He was also interested in greyhound coursing, and the 
dog, Siena Steel, of which he was co-owner, was a semifinalist in the Irish 
Derby. 
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O’Donovan, Daniel Enda (1889-1959) 
Daniel O’Donovan, son of William and Ellen 
O’Donovan, was born in Minane West, Drimoleague, 
Co. Cork, on 1 November, 1889, and baptised in 
Drimoleague Catholic Church, the same day. He was 
educated at the local National school, before entering 
the Presentation Brothers’ Preparatory School at Mount 
St Joseph, Cork, on 13 August, 1910. On deciding to 
enter the Presentation Brothers, he received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Enda, on 16 April, 1911. His new patron saint, St Enda, was an Irish 
saint, who founded a monastery in the Aran Islands. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Enda made profession of vows at 
Mount St Joseph on 26 April, 1916. Shortly afterwards, in August, 1914, he 
was transferred to Milltown, Co. Kerry. We next find him at Presentation 
College, Bray, which had been opened in 1921. Brother Enda spent 27 years 
in Bray (1825-1952), most of the time as teacher in the junior school and 
bursar in the community. In 1949, he suffered an illness, which necessitated 
his transfer to the Mater Hospital, Dublin. Medical treatment, however, was 
successful and he soon resumed his duties in Bray until his transfer, in August, 
1952, to St Joseph’s, Greenmount, where he was appointed bursar, which was 
a full-time responsibility. When St Joseph’s closed in 1959, Brother Enda 
helped with the major changes required to transform the building into a 
Juniorate, Colàiste Therése. He died unexpectedly, after night prayers, on 31 
October, 1959, aged 69 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St 
Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  

O’Donovan, Matthias Enda (1928-2016) 
Matthias O’Donovan, son of Denis O’Donovan and his wife, Catherine 
Barry, was born in Kilmeen, Rossmore, Clonakilty, Co. Cork, on 19 
December 1928 and baptised the same day in Rossmore Catholic church. He 
entered the Presentation Brothers Juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, in 
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August 1944 and there completed his Intermediate and 
Leaving Certificates of Education. He joined the 
Presentation Brothers at Mount St Joseph, Cork, receiving 
the religious habit, together with a new name, Brother 
Enda, on 12 August 1947. At the end of his novitiate, he 
made profession of vows on 6 August 1949. Three years 
later, he made perpetual vows. Meantime, he studied at De 
La Salle Teacher Training College, Waterford, where he 
qualified as a teacher.  

He was a very successful teacher and is fondly remembered by many 
of his past students in Greenmount, Cobh, Letterkenny, Glasthule and 
Bunscoil Críost Rí, Turners Cross, Cork. He was also an extremely effective 
coach of schoolboy hurling teams and set several records for the number of 
times his teams, especially those in Greenmount national school, won inter-
school hurling competitions. An affable and conscientious religious, he also 
had a fine tenor voice and he made recordings for his family of his rendition 
of a collection of Irish traditional songs. He spent his retirement years in 
Maiville community, Cork.  

After his retirement from school in 1992, he went on a pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land, where, unfortunately, he picked up a virus that had a lasting 
ill-effect on his health. He became progressively immobile and spent his final 
days in Marymount University Hospice, where he died peacefully on 14 
October 2016. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ cemetery, Mount 
St Joseph, Cork. He had a brother, Patrick Marcus O’Donovan, who was a 
Presentation Brother, serving as school principal in St Lucia for several years.  
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O’Driscoll, Denis Theobald (1899-1984) 
Denis O’Driscoll, son of Denis O’Driscoll and his 
wife, Nora Creedon, was born in Coppeen West, 
Enniskeane, Co. Cork, on 22 October, 1899, and 
baptised in the local Catholic church the same day. 
He attended the local National School, before 
entering the Presentation Brothers’ Preparatory 
School, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 2 February, 1916, 
On deciding to enter the Presentation Brothers, he 
received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Theobald, on 15 August, 
1916. His new patron saint, St Theobald (1017-1066), was born in Provins, 
France, and became a hermit and a very holy man. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Theobald made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 24 December, 1919. He attended De La Salle Teacher 
Training College, Waterford, where he qualified as a National teacher. He 
then taught in Birr, Killarney and Milltown, before his appointment as 
superior (1941) and principal (1940-1943) at St Patrick’s, Greenmount, Cork. 
During his time in Miltown, he had an accident with a shotgun, while wild-
fowling, which left him with a slight limp. In 1943, he was transferred to St 
Joseph’s, Greenmount, where he was appointed Principal (1943-1958).  He 
taught in Presentation College, Glasthule (1959-1964), before his retirement 
to Bray. In his later years, he suffered considerably from arthritis, which 
limited his movement. He died in Bray on 14 August, 1984, aged 84 years. He 
was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, Dean’s Grange 
cemetery, Blackrock, Co. Dublin. 

O’Driscoll, Malcolm Bartholomew (1887-1918) 
Malcolm O’Driscoll, son of Cornelius O’Driscoll and his wife, Ellen 
Hourihane, was born in Drishane, Skibbereen, Co. Cork, and baptised in the 
local Catholic church on 9 October, 1987. He was educated at the local 
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National school, before entering the Presentation Brothers Preparatory 
School, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 8 September, 1904. He received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Bartholomew, on 
15 March, 1905, His new patron saint, was the apostle, Bartholomew. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Bartholomew made profession of 
vows on St Patrick’s Day, 17 March, 1908. There is no further information 
about this man until we find a record of his death on 16 November, 1918, 
aged 31 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney 
Street, Cork. 

O’Herlihy, Andrew Wilfred (1894-1965) 
Andrew O’Herlihy, son of William O’Herlihy and his 
wife, Margaret Horan, was born in Innisabeg, 
Rathmore, Co. Kerry, and baptised in Rathmore 
Catholic church on 20 March, 1894. He was educated 
at the local National school before entering the 
Presentation Brothers’ Preparatory School, Mount St 
Joseph, Cork, on 10 March, 1910. On deciding to 
become a Presentation Brother, he received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Wilfred, on Christmas Eve, 24 December, 1910. His new patron 
saint, St Wilfrid (633-709), was educated in the famous monastery of 
Lindisfarne and later became abbot of Rippon monastery and, subsequently, 
Bishop of York. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Wilfred made profession of vows at 
Mount St Joseph on 28 March, 1914. He began his teaching career at St 
Joseph’s, Greenmount, Cork, in 1914, and soon established himself as a 
>natural’ teacher. He attended De La Salle Teacher Training College, 
Waterford, where he obtained a Teacher’s Diploma. During his teaching 
career, he was usually entrusted with the duty of principal or superior, at times 
both, in every community to which he was sent. In Birr, he was superior 
(1929-1932; 1936-1937) and principal (1928-1932); in Milltown he was 
superior and principal (1932-1933); in Killarney, he was superior and principal 
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(1933-1935); in the South Monastery, Cork, he was superior and principal 
(1937-1938); in Letterkenny, he was superior (1938-1939; 1942-1948) and 
principal (1938-1946). In 1952, he went back to Letterkenny, but, in 1957, he 
began to suffer from severe heart trouble. This led to his removal to Derry 
City and County Hospital, followed by a period of convalescence at the 
Alexian Brothers Home in Warrenpoint, Co. Down. He retired from teaching 
on medical grounds on 1 October, 1957, and was transferred to Milltown, Co. 
Kerry.  Happily, he gradually regained his strength in Milltown and was active 
for a further eight years. His final illness on Presentation Day, 21 November, 
1965, came as a surprise. Though removed to hospital in Killarney, he died 
there three days later, on 24 November, 1965, aged 71 years. He was interred 
in the cemetery at the old Monastery, Killarney, his remains being 
subsequently translated to the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, Aghadoe 
cemetery, overlooking the Lakes of Killarney.  

O’Keeffe, John Vincent (1908-1977) 
John O’Keeffe, son of Patrick O’Keeffe and his wife, 
Bridget Sullivan, was born in Tullylease, Charleville, 
Co. Cork, on 14 October, 1908, and baptised in 
Tullylease Catholic church three days later. He was 
educated at Tullylease National school, before entering 
the Presentation Brothers’ Preparatory School, Mount 
St Joseph, Cork, on 7 September, 1924. On deciding to 
join the Presentation Brothers, he received the religious 
habit, together with a new religious name, Brother 
Vincent, on 17 March, 1925. His new patron saint, St Vincent de Paul (1581-
1660), was a French priest, who founded the Vincentian religious 
congregation.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Vincent made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 18 April, 1927. He taught at the South Monastery, 
Cork, before entering the National University of Ireland, Cork, where he 
obtained his BA degree and Higher Diploma in Education. He taught at the 
Presentation Brothers Juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas (1932-1937), before 
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his transfer to Mardyke House, Cork, in 1937, and his long spell as a teacher 
at Presentation College, Cork (1937-1951). In addition to teaching Pres., he 
also assisted in coaching the College rugby teams. He was superior at Mardyke 
House (1941-1947). He was transferred to Bray for a year (1951-1952) before 
his appointment as superior (1953-1957) and principal of Presentation 
College, Cobh (1952-1957). He was also superior and principal of 
Presentation College, Glasthule (1957-1963). In 1963, he was appointed to the 
Central Leadership Team as Assistant General (1963-1969), at the same time 
holding the post of Principal of Presentation College, Cork. In 1969, he 
returned to Cobh as principal (1969-1971), before his transfer to Glasthule, 
where he was again appointed superior (1971-1974) and principal (1971-1974).  
He died at St Michael’s Hospital, Dun Laoghaire, Co. Dublin, on 6 August, 
1977, aged 67 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, 
Dean’s Grange cemetery, Blackrock, Co. Dublin.  

O’Keeffe, Patrick Chrysostom (1879-1952) 
Patrick O’Keeffe, son of John O’Keeffe and his wife, 
Margaret Nyhan, was born in Waterfall, near Cork City, 
on 13 September, 1879. He was educated at the local 
National school before entering the Presentation 
Brothers’ novitiate, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 25 
March, 1896. On completion of a period of postulancy, 
he received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Chrysostom, at Mount St 
Joseph on 27 February, 1897. His new patron saint, St 
John Crysostom (347-407), was a famous preacher, famed for his eloquence.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Chrysostom made profession of 
vows at Mount St Joseph on 16 September, 1899. He qualified as a teacher 
under the regulations of the Irish National Board of Education. In 1910, he 
was a member of a group of Presentation Brothers who founded the 
Canadian Province by taking over the staffing of Chaveau School, Pointe St 
Charles, Montreal.  In 1911, he was transferred to Catholic High School, 
Montreal, for which the Brothers had also assumed responsibility. In 1916, he 
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was appointed superior of Catholic High School and, in 1926, he became 
superior of St Michael’s (1926-1932). In 1935, he was appointed superior of St 
Patrick’s Academy, Sherbrooke. In 1948, he was appointed superior of the 
founding community of St Willibrord’s, Verdun. He was reappointed in 1951. 
On 16 September, 1950, he celebrated the Golden Jubilee of his profession, a 
function which several of his past students in Holy Orders attended. He was 
an elected delegate at four General Chapters and was a member of the 
Canadian Province Leadership team for 12 years (1925-1931; 1935-1938; 
1952-1955). During his final illness, he had one of his legs amputated. He died 
in Notre Dame de La Mercis Hospital, Montreal, on 2 October, 1956, aged 77 
years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, St Antoine 
cemetery, Longueuil, Quebec.  

O’Leary, Jeremiah John (1835-1904) 
Jeremiah O’Leary was one of the Presentation Brothers about whom we have 
very little information. We neither know the names of his parents or the name 
of his native place. He was born in July, 1835, and entered the Presentation 
Brothers in 1873. When receiving the religious habit, he also received a new 
religious name, Brother John. His new patron saint was St John the Baptist, 
precursor and cousin of Jesus of Nazareth. At the end of his novitiate, he 
made profession of vows on 13 November, 1877. He was present in the 
South Chapel, Cork, at the ceremony of the reading of the Papal Decree of 
Approval of the Congregation, on 1 January, 1875. He was a member of the 
staff of St Joseph’s Greenmount in 1901. He was also probably a member of 
the same community at the time of his death on 17 July, 1904, aged 69 years. 
He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  
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O’Mahony, Alexander Eusebius (1898-1966) 
Alexander O’Mahony, son of Michael O’Mahony and 
his wife, Catherine Mason, was born in Ballygamboon, 
Castlemaine, Co. Kerry, on 15 May, 1898, and baptised 
in the local Catholic church four days later. He was 
educated at Castlemaine National School, before 
entering the Presentation Brothers’ Preparatory 
School, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 14 December, 
1914. On deciding to become a Presentation Brother, 
he received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Eusebius, on 2 August, 1915. His new patron saint, St 
Eusebius of Caesarea (260-340 AD), was one of the early Christian bishops in 
Palestine. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Eusebius made profession of 
vows at Mount St Joseph on 15 August, 1918. Soon afterwards, he joined the 
English province and spent most of his working life in Orpington, where he 
was superior (1941-1947; 1951-1957; 1957-1959). He was a member of the 
English Province Leadership team (1950-1958), before being appointed 
Province Leader (1959-1965). On completing his term as Province Leader, he 
was transferred to Presentation College, Reading, where he assumed the 
duties of College bursar, a post for which his excellent administrative skills 
fitted him. He died at the Royal Berkshire Hospital, Reading, on 27 August, 
1966, aged 68 years. He was interred in the cemetery at St Vincent’s School, 
Dartford, Kent.  
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O’Mahony, Denis Leopold (1923- 2011) 
Denis O’Mahony, son of Denis O’Mahony and 
his wife, Ellen O’Leary, was born in Draumclaugh, 
Bantry, Co. Cork, on 16 February, 1923, and baptised 
in Bantry Catholic church the same day. He was 
educated at Droumclough National School, before 
entering the Presentation Brothers juniorate, Coláiste 
Muire, Douglas, in October, 1935. At the end of his 
secondary schooling, he joined the Presentation 
Brothers’ receiving the religious habit, together with a 
new religious name, Brother Leopold, on 12 August, 1939. His new patron 
saint, St Leopold Mandic (1866-1942), was a Franciscan friar, who was 
physically handicapped, but who achieved great holiness. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Leopold made profession of vows 
on 12 August, 1941. He entered De La Salle Teacher Training College, 
Waterford, where he qualified as a National teacher in 1945. He taught at the 
South Monastery School, Cork, for several years (1945-1953), before joining 
the Canadian province in 1953. His first placement in Canada was at St 
Willibrord’s, Verdun (1953-1958), after which he served in the Juniorate, 
Montebello (1958-1964; 1968-1969), where he was superior on two occasions. 
He also taught in La Salle (1964-1965), Daniel O’Connell High School (1965-
1966) and Longueuil (1966-1968). He spent several years (1969-1983) in 
Sacred Heart School, Prince George, BC. There he served both as superior 
(1977-1983) and school principal (1972-1983). He also served as diocesan 
chancellor for the diocese of Prince George.  

In 1983, he went to Marshall, Mo, (1983-1986), before returning to 
Longueuil (1986-1988). He reached school retiring age in 1986, but spent two 
years (1988-1990) helping out at Brebeuf College, Toronto. He spent his last 
three years in Canada at Longueuil (1990-1993), before his return to Ireland, 
where he was appointed archivist at Mount St Joseph (1993-2005). In 2005, 
he was transferred to Maiville, Turner’s Cross, Cork. Always interested in and 
talented in music, he attended courses in music while in Canada, and used his 
expertise to conduct school and adult choirs, in addition to entertaining 
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audiences with his concert flute. He continued this hobby in Ireland and was a 
valued member of the Cork Cathedral choir. Always a diligent and 
conscientious student, he obtained several qualifications in Canada, including 
BA (1958, Ottawa), BEd (1964, Sir George Williams), MEd (1968, Winooski) 
and Class A Teaching Diploma (Quebec). He spent his last days in a Nursing 
Home in Cork, where he died on 20 November, 2011, at the age of 88 years. 
He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork. 

O’Mahony, Jeremiah Placid (1920-2001) 
Jeremiah O’Mahony, son of Jeremiah O’Mahony and 
his wife, Ellen Courtney, was born in Lahan, Faha, 
Beaufort, Killarney, Co. Kerry, on 16 November, 
1920, and baptised in the local Catholic Church the 
same day. He was educated at Faha National School, 
after which he attended the Presentation Monastery 
School, Killarney, before entering the Presentation 
Brothers Juniorate, Coláiste Muire, in August, 1933. 
On completion of his secondary schooling, he 
entered the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, Mount St Joseph, Cork, 
receiving the religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother 
Placid, on 6 August, 1937. His new patron saint, St Placid (515-536), was the 
son of a Roman Patrician, who became an early follower of St Benedict at the 
famous abbey in Subiaco, Italy. Placid and his companions were martyred by 
barbarians while building a new monastery in Sicily.  
 At the end of his novitiate, Brother Placid made profession of vows at 
Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1939. He then taught for some years at 
Presentation College, Bray (1940-1942), Coláiste Muire (1942-1943) and Birr 
(1943-1944) before completing his BA degree at the National University of 
Ireland, Cork, in 1946. This was followed by a Higher Diploma in Education 
(1947). During this time, he was a member of the Coláiste Muire community, in 
Douglas, where he helped to supervise evening study and games (1944-1946). 
He was a talented Gaelic footballer. In 1947, he was transferred to 
Presentation College, Bray. In 1951, he was appointed principal of 
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Presentation Brothers secondary school, Carrick-on-Shannon (1951-1963), 
where he also held the post of superior (1960-1962). He is warmly praised by 
the writer, John McGahern, then a student at the school, for his wise 
administration in Carrick. In 1963, he was transferred to Presentation College, 
Glasthule, where he was superior (1963-1966). He then returned to Cork, 
where he was principal of Coláiste Theresa for one year (1967-1968), before his 
transfer to Mardyke House (1968-1981), while he taught at nearby 
Presentation College He retired in 1980 and spent some years in Glasthule 
(1981-1988) before going to Bray, where he spent his later years. He spent his 
final months in Loughlinstown Hospital, where he died on 27 January, 2001, 
at the age of 80 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial 
plot, Aghadoe cemetery, overlooking the Lakes of Killarney.  

O’Mahony, Martin Salvator (1896-1976) 
Martin O’Mahony, son of Thomas O’Mahony and 
his wife, Mary Madigan, was born in 
Newtownsandes (Moyvane), Co. Kerry, on 27 
January, 1896, and baptised in the local Catholic 
church three days later. He was educated at 
Newtownsandes National School, before entering 
the Presentation Brothers Preparatory School, 
Mount St Joseph, Cork, n 17 October, 1917. On 
deciding to join the Presentation Brothers, he 
received the religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother 
Salvator, at Mount St Joseph on 15 August, 1918. He seemed, however, to 
have had doubts about his religious vocation, because he left the novitiate on 
25 October, 1917, and returned home. During his time at home, he seems to 
have changed his mind, however, and he returned to the novitiate on 17 
January, 1918, beginning his course of training all over again. His new patron 
saint was St Salvator of Horta (d.1567), a Spanish Franciscan friar. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Salvator made profession of vows 
on 27 March, 1921. Soon after his profession, he joined the English province 
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and was stationed at St Joseph’s Orphanage, Orpington, for several years. He 
specialised in teaching Arts and Crafts and mastered many of the relevant 
skills himself. He returned to Ireland in the late 1940s and was stationed at 
Mount St Joseph for some years, before his transfer to Kinsale in 1950. In 
1959, he was transferred to Passage West and, when that establishment closed 
later that year, he was transferred to Cobh. In the 1960s, his health 
deteriorated and, eventually, he required nursing oversight. This was provided 
by the Brothers of Charity, Belmont Park Nursing Home, Waterford, where 
he spent his later years. He died there on 5 February, 1976, aged 80 years. He 
was interred in the cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, 
Cork.  

O’Mahony, Patrick Celsus (1925-1977) 
Patrick O’Mahony, son of John O’Mahony and his 
wife, Julia Cashman, was born in Gortuchanebay, 
Rathmore, Co. Kerry, on 3 September, 1925, and 
baptised in Rathmore Catholic church two days later. 
He was educated at Rathmore National School, 
before entering the Presentation Brothers’ juniorate, 
Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, in August, 1939. On 
completion of his secondary schooling, he was 
accepted into the Presentation Brothers, receiving the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Celsus, on 6 
August, 1943. His new patron saint, Ceallagh Mac Aedha (whose first name 
was Latinised to Celsus), became Bishop of Armagh in 1105. On his 
deathbed, Ceallagh ended the hereditary nature of the Armagh See by naming 
St Malachy as his successor. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Celsus made profession of vows on 
12 August, 1945. He qualified as a teacher at De La Salle Teachers’ College, 
Waterford, and was appointed to teach at Scoil Chríost Rí, Cork, while residing 
at the South Monastery. In 1955, he was transferred to Cobh, but, after a year, 
was transferred to Birr. In 1962, he was transferred to Carrick-on-Shannon, 
but, after a year, returned to Cobh, where he became superior (1969-1975) 
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and principal of the primary school (1967-1975). In 1975, he was transferred 
to the South Monastery to teach at Scoil Chríost Rí, but, a year later, his services 
were required as principal of St Joseph’s School, Mardyke, so he moved to 
Mardyke House to be near his work. In April, 1977, however, tragedy struck: 
he was injured in a cycling accident and, though immediately removed to St 
Finbarr’s Hospital, Cork, he died on 21 April, 1977, aged 51 years. He was 
interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  

O’Mahony, Patrick Liguori (1927-1991) 
Patrick Colman O’Mahony, son of Patrick Coornelius O’Mahony and his 
wife, Kathleen Flemming, was born in Killarney, Co. 
Kerry, on 1 March, 1927, and baptised in Aghadoe 
Catholic church two days later. He attended the 
Presentation Brothers’ primary school, Killarney, 
after which he entered the Presentation Brothers’ 
juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, in August, 
1942. On completion of his secondary schooling, he 
received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Liguori, at Mount St Joseph, 
Cork, on 29 June, 1946. His new patron saint, St Alphonsus Liguori (1696-
1787), was an Italian theologian and Bishop, who founded the Redemptorist 
congregation. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Liguori made profession of 
vows at Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1948. He was a gifted athlete, Gaelic 
football being his favourite game. He played for the Kerry Minor team in 
1945, before he entered the novitiate. After teaching for a year at Presentation 
College, Cork, he attended the National University of Ireland, Cork, and 
graduated with a BA degree in 1954. The same year, he volunteered for the 
Presentation Brothers mission in the Caribbean, and was sent to teach at 
Presentation College, San Fernando, Trinidad. After two years in San 
Fernando, he was assigned to Presentation College, Grenada, where he was 
appointed superior (1958-1960). In 1962, he was transferred to Presentation 
College, Chaguanas, Trinidad (1962-1964), before his return to Grenada as 
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superior and principal (1964-1970). His later years in Grenada were extremely 
difficult because of the Black Power Movement, in which some of the 
teaching staff and students were involved. Subsequently, offshoots of this 
movement were involved in the overthrow of the elected Government of 
Grenada and in establishing a Marxist administration. This, in turn, ultimately 
led to the murder of the Prime Minister, Maurice Bishop, a past student of 
Presentation College, Grenada, and an >intervention’/ invasion by the US 
forces. 

Meantime, Brother Liguori was transferred to Presentation College, San 
Fernando (1970-1973), after which he returned to St Lucia as superior and 
principal (1973-1975). He was the last Presentation Brother to hold the post 
of principal at St Mary’s College, St Lucia. Then, after a short period in 
Barbados, he returned to teach in San Fernando, before again returning to St 
Lucia, where he continued to teach until his retirement in July, 1991. He 
planned to return to Ireland for a vacation, but, in the early hours of 22 July, 
1991, he suffered a massive heart attack and was later found dead in bed. He 
was 64 years of age. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers burial vault, 
Calvary Shrine, Castries, St Lucia.  

O’Mullane, Patrick Paulinus (1859-1932) 
Patrick O’Mullane, son of Daniel and Mary O’Mullane, was born in 
Clondrohid, Co. Cork, on 17 July, 1859. He was educated at the local National 
school, before entering the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers at the South 
Monastery, Cork, on 20 March, 1890. When his application to join the 
Presentation Brothers was approved, he received the religious habit, together 
with a new religious name, Brother Paulinus, on Christmas Eve, 24 
December, 1890. His new patron saint, St Paulinus of Nola (354-431) was a 
holy man, who became Bishop of Nola in Spain.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Paulinus made profession of vows 
at the South Monastery on 24 December, 1892. Shortly afterwards, he was 
assigned to St Vincent’s School, Dartford, where he arrived on 18 Augustk 
1905. Subsequently, he he returned to Ireland and taught in Birrr (1901), 
Dungannon (1906) and Milltown, before going to Mount St Joseph, Cork. 
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Early in 1932, he became ill and died at Mount St Joseph, on 24 March, 1932, 
aged 73 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph. He was 
regarded as a gentle and amiable man. He made a virtue of conciseness. When 
he received a transfer from Dungannon to Milltown, Co. Kerry, he is reported 
to have sent a telegram to the superior in Milltown, reading, >Be with you in 
the morning. O’Mullane’.  

O’Neill, Jeremiah Thaddeus (1869-1951) 
Jeremiah O’Neill, son of Denis O’Neill and his wife, 
Johanna Holland, was born in Castletownbere, Co. 
Cork, on 2 February, 1869, and baptised in 
Castletownbere Catholic church, five days later. He 
was educated at Castletownbere National School, 
before entering the Presentation Brothers’ novitiate, 
Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 2 April, 1897. He received 
the religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Thaddeus, on 4 October, 1897. His new 
patron saint was the apostle, St Thaddeus or Jude, who was a brother of St 
James (the Less) and a >brother’ of Jesus. St Thaddeus’ apostolic journeys 
have traditionally been linked with Armenia. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Thaddeus made profession of 
vows on 4 October, 1899.  He was assigned to Carrick-on-Shannon in 1901. 
He made his perpetual profession in 1902, and, in 1905, he was appointed 
Master of Novices at Mount St Joseph (1905-1906). In 1910, he was a 
member of the small group, led by Brother Angelus Keane, which launched 
the Presentation Brothers’ mission in Canada. He was appointed as teacher in 
Chaveau School, in St Gabriel’s parish, Pointe St Charles, Montreal. He taught 
there for several years. He was the first superior in St Augustine’s School, 
when it was established in 1925. He also taught at St Aloysius School and in 
St Patrick’s Academy, Sherbrooke. He died at Longueuil after a short illness 
on 11 October, 1951, at the age of 82 years. He was interred in the 
Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, St Antoine cemetery, Longueuil, Quebec.  
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O’Neill, John Borromeo (1883-1958) 
John O’Neill, son of John O’Neill and his wife, 
Sarah McNamara, was born in 62 Richmond Road, 
Leeds, Yorkshire, on 26 June, 1883, and baptised in 
St Mary’s Catholic church, Leeds, on 1 July, 1883. 
Following a meeting with Brother Joseph 
O’Callaghan, who was questing in England, John 
O’Neill, then 20 years of age, decided to join the 
Presentation Brothers. He arrived at Mount St 
Joseph on 3 October, 1903. After completing the 
required period of postulacy, he received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Borromeo, on 12 
September, 1904. His new patron saint, St Charles Borromeo (1538-1584), 
was Cardinal Archbishop of Milan.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Borromeo made profession of 
vows at Mount St Joseph on 23 September, 1906. He taught in Birr, Milltown 
and Enniskillen before going to Canada in 1913, where he was a member of 
the founding community in Cornwall, Ontario. After a year, he was 
transferred to Chaveau School, St Gabriel’s parish, Pointe-St Charles, 
Montreal. In 1916, he obtained a Canadian Teacher’s Certificate and in 1919, 
he was transferred to St Michael’s. He did summer schools in music and 
choral work and was a very successful producer of school musicals. In 1934, 
he returned to St Gabriel’s and on 24 April, 1936, produced a memorable 
school concert there. He also taught at St Aloysius School. During a visit to 
Mount St Joseph in the early 1950s, he brought a record of one of his school 
concerts. In his later years he was stationed at St Augustine’s, Montreal, where 
he died suddenly on 20 December, 1958, aged 75 years. He was interred in the 
Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, St Antoine cemetery, Longueuil, Quebec.  

O’Regan, Patrick Nilus (1924-2015) 
Patrick O’Regan, son of Patrick O’Regan and his wife, Mary O’Hea, was born 
in Kilbrittain, Co. Cork, on 11 April 1924 and baptised in Kilbrittain Catholic 
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church the following day. He entered the Presentation 
Brothers Juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, in 
August 1939, where he completed his Intermediate 
and Leaving Certificate examinations. He then joined 
the Presentation Brothers at Mount St Joseph, Cork, 
receiving the religious habit and a new religious name, 
Brother Nilus, on 12 August 1942. On completion of 
his novitiate, he made profession of vows on 12 
August 1944. After a year of initiation into the practical art of teaching, he 
entered the De La Salle Teacher Training College, Waterford, where he 
qualified as a teacher in 1947. The same year, he made his perpetual 
profession of vows. 

He taught in several Presentation Brothers schools in Ireland, 
including Birr, St Joseph’s Mardyke, Greenmount, Milltown and Glasthule. 
He was a good administrator and served as principal in St Joseph’s and 
Glastule. He was also superior and bursar at different times in Birr. He was a 
skilled fisherman and occasionally dabbled in DIY work around the school or 
the house. He was also a knowledgeable gardener. He had a keen sense of 
humour, accompanied by a gift for memorable phrases, making him a lively 
member of any community.  

He spent his final years n Eliza Lodge Nursing Home, Banaher, Co. 
Offaly, where he enjoyed visits from members of his community, family and 
friends. He died there on 7 December 2015 and was interred in the 
Presentation Brothers cemetery, Mount St Joseph, Cork 
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O’Shaughnessy, Br Patrick Malachy (1908-2006) 
Patrick O’Shaughnessy, son of John 
OShaughnessy and his wife, Helena Sheehy, was 
born in Ballyanne, Askeaton, Co. Limerick, on 30 
December, 1908. He was baptized at Coolcappa 
Catholic church two days later. While he and his 
brothers and sisters were young, his father and 
mother died, and kind aunts and uncles 
volunteered to raise the children. Patrick went to 
his maternal grandmother, Mrs Kennedy, in 
Cappagh, Co. Limerick, and was reared as one of 
her own family. He attended Cappagh National 
School and became proficient at hurling and handball. Subsequently, he 
attended secondary school at the Presentation Brothers Preparatory School, 
Mount St Joseph, Cork (1925-1927). He then entered the Presentation 
Brothers, receiving the religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Malachy, in 1927. His new patron saint, St Malachy (1094-1148) was 
abbot of Bangor, before being appointed Archbishop of Armagh. He was 
known to St Bernard of Clairveaux, who wrote an appreciation of him. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Malachy made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 2 January, 1929. He passed his Matriculation 
examination for entry to university, but for some unknown reason, did not 
attend university. He taught at the South Monastery, Cork for seven years 
(1929-1936), before joining the English province in 1936, He spent three 
years (1936-1939) at St Joseph’s Orphanage, Orpington. He then returned to 
Ireland, spending the years, 1939-1942, teaching in Cobh. In 1942, he was 
transferred to Presentation College, Bray, where he spent most of his life 
teaching in the junior school. When the Presentation Brothers house in Bray 
closed in 2000, he was transferred to the community in Killarney, where he 
soon settled into an active routine. Though he had a very large extended 
O’Shaughnessy family, he knew few of his O’Shaughnessy cousins personally, 
because he moved away from his old home early in life. He remained close, 
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however, to his Kennedy cousins, with whom he was reared, and he always 
cherished Cappagh as his adopted home.  

He is remembered in Bray by generations of past students as a junior 
rugby coach. A great man for the outdoors, he regularly went for walks up 
Bray Head and, throughout his life, played handball. He always welcomed a 
challenge game of handball, and, though arguably not a stylish player, was a 
most effective one, who rarely lost a match. He died on 24 February, 2006, 
after a short illness, aged 97 years. He was interred in the cemetery attached to 
Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork. 

O’Shaughnessy, Robert Stanislaus (1901-1975) 
Robert O’Shaughnessy, son of Timothy 
O’Shaughnessy and his wife, Mary McQuade, a 
native of Montreal, Quebec, Canada, was born on 
20 February, 1901, and baptised in the local Catholic 
church six days later. He entered the Presentation 
Brothers novitiate, Longueuil, Quebec, on 8 
September, 1921. He received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother 
Stanislaus, on 25 March, 1922. His new patron saint 
was the Italian Jesuit scholastic, Aloysius Gonzaga 
(1568-1591). 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Stanislaus made profession of vows 
in Longueuil on 29 March, 1924. One of his first appointments was as a 
teacher in St Augustine’s parish, Montreal. Subsequently, he was superior and 
principal at Luke Callaghan School, St Aloysius School, Canon O’Meara 
School and St Willibrord’s High School, Verdun. For two years after his 
retirement in 1966, he taught at Our Lady of the World School, La Fleche, 
Montreal, and, in 1973, he also volunteered to be a member of the first 
community in Marshall, Mo. He gave great service in extra-curricular 
activities, wherever he was stationed. He died in Montreal on 18 May, 1975, 
aged 74 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, St 
Antoine cemetery, Longueuil, Quebec.  
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O’Shea, Edward Virgilius (1891-1946) 
Edward O’Shea, son of John O’Shea and his wife, 
Johanna Dillane, was born in Ballyroe, Loughill, Co. 
Limerick, on 13 February, 1891, and baptised in 
Loughill Catholic church eight days later. He was 
educated at Loughill National School before entering 
the Presentation Brothers’ Preparatory School, Mount 
St Joseph, Cork, on 4 September, 1909. On being 
accepted as an applicant, he received the religious 
habit, together with a new religious name, Brother 
Virgilius, on 17 April, 1910. His new patron saint, St Virgilius (700-784), a 
Latinised form of the name, Fergal, was an Irish monk, who went to the 
continent and became an astronomer and Bishop of Salzburg, of which city, 
he is the patron saint.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Virgilius made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 28 April, 1912. He taught in Letterkenny before going 
to Canada in 1918. He taught in Catholic High School, St Michael’s, St 
Gabriel’s, and St Augustine’s, in addition to being superior and Director of St 
Aloysius and St Patrick’s Academy, Sherbrooke. He died after a protracted 
illness at the Convalescent Home, Van Horn Road, Montreal, on 11 March, 
1946, aged 55 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, 
St Antoine cemetery, Longueuil, Quebec.  

Sullivan, Daniel Simon (1928-2010) 
Daniel Sullivan, son of Michael Sullivan and Anne 
Casey, was born in Kenmare, Co. Kerry, on 25 
January 1928, and baptised in the local Catholic 
church the following day. He was educated at the 
local National School, before entering the 
Presentation Brothers Juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, in 
August, 1941. An intelligent and diligent student, he completed the 5-
year secondary school course in three years and passed his Leaving 



 

273 
 

Certificate in 1944. He then applied for entry to the Presentation 
Brothers novitiate, and, on being accepted, he received the religious 
habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Simon, on 12 
August, 1944. His new patron saint, St Simon, was a Galilean Zealot, 
who became one of Jesus’ twelve apostles. 
 During his second year in the novitiate, Brother Simon taught 
at the Presentation College Junior School, Cork. He made profession of 
vows at Mount St Joseph on 6 August, 1946. He was then assigned to 
the English province, where he taught for a further year at St Joseph’s 
Orphanage, Orpington, before entering St Mary’s Teacher Training 
College, Strawberry Hill, Twickenham, where he qualified as a teacher 
in 1949. He was then assigned to Presentation College, Reading, where 
he spent the remainder of his teaching career. He was superior (1969-
1975; 1987-1993; 1996-2000) and Headmaster (1975-1981; 1993-1995) 
at Reading. He was also a member of the Province Leadership Team 
(1968-1976) and Province Leader (1976-1979) in England. In 1981, he 
was elected to the Central Leadership Team as deputy to the Superior 
General, and was re-elected to the same post in 1987. 
 Br Simon took study leave in 1965 and studied physics and 
mathematics at the National University of Ireland, Cork, graduating 
with a BSc degree n 1968. He also took study leave in 1981 and studied 
for a postgraduate Diploma in Religious Education in Dundalk during 
the year, 1981-1982. He spent his retirement years in Reading, where he 
was held in high regard by students, staff and parents. He had surgery 
in 2009, but, despite initial progress, did not make a lasting recovery. In 
the months before his death, he returned to Ireland and spent his last 
weeks in Tralee General Hospital, where he passed away peacefully on 
14 August, 2010. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers 
cemetery, Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  
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O’Sullivan, Dermot De Montfort (1928-2000) 
Dermot O’Sullivan, son of Daniel O’Sullivan and his 
wife, Nora Murphy, was born in Droum, 
Castletownbere, Co. Cork, on 6 January, 1928, and 
baptised in Castletownbere Catholic church the same 
day. He was educated at the local National school, 
before entering the Presentation Brothers’ juniorate, 
Coláiste Muire, Douglas, on 8 January, 1940. At the 
end of his secondary schooling, he applied to enter 
the Presentation Brothers, and, on being accepted, received the religious 
habit, together with a new religious name, Brother De Montfort, at Mount St 
Joseph, Cork, on 12 August, 1944. His new patron saint was St Grignion de 
Montfort (1673-1716), a French missionary priest, who worked in Brittany 
and La Vendee, and who preached a special devotion to Mary, Mother of 
God. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother de Montfort made profession of 
vows at Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 12 August, 1946. He then attended St 
Mary’s College of Education, Strawberry Hill, Twickenham, where he 
qualified as a teacher. He was then transferred to St Vincent’s School, 
Dartford, where he was superior (1956-1962; 1964-1970; 1978-1981) and 
Headmaster (1956-1970; 1978-1981). He was Province Leader for England 
(1970-1976), in addition to being a member of the Province Leadership Team 
(1976-1979; 1987-1993). In the 1980s, he was manager of a Home for the 
elderly in London, while continuing to be a member of the Twickenham 
community. He was a life-long student and obtained a degree in Spanish, a 
language in which he was fluent. He also qualified as a counsellor. He spent 
his later years in Presentation College, Reading, where he died on 9 August, 
2000, at the age of 72 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ 
burial plot, Henley Road cemetery, Reading, Berkshire. 
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O’Sullivan, Edward Cyril (1923-1998) 
Edward O’Sullivan, son of Michael O’Sullivan and his 
wife, Kate Dorgan, was born in Glenminard, Lispole, 
Co. Kerry, on 10 May, 1923. He attended Lispole 
National School, and coming from a Gaeltacht area, 
was fluent in Irish from an early age. He entered 
Presentation Brothers’ juniorate, Coláiste Muire, 
Douglas, Cork, in August, 1941, and completed his 
secondary schooling there. He then requested 
admission to the Presentation Brothers, and, when 
this was granted, he received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Cyril, on 12 August, 1944. His 
new patron saint, St Cyril of Alexandria (376-444), was Bishop of Alexandria 
and a Doctor of the Catholic Church. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Cyril made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 6 August, 1946. He then entered De La Salle Teacher 
Training College, where he qualified as a National teacher in 1948. That he 
was a natural teacher became evident from his first appointment at Scoil 
Chríost Rí, Cork. At the time, he was residing at the South Monastery, Cork. In 
1957, he was transferred to Carrick-on-Shannon as principal, but was recalled 
to Cork in 1959 to act as bursar at his alma mater, Coláiste Muire, Douglas. In 
1962, he volunteered for the West India Mission and was sent to Presentation 
College, Chaguanas, Trinidad, where he made many friends, especially among 
his fellow -cricket enthusiasts.  

In 1968, he was transferred to Presentation College, Barbados, where, 
in addition to teaching, he also acted as games master and bursar. He returned 
to Chaguans in 1972 and renewed his connection with school cricket, 
becoming involved in regional coaching with the great West Indian cricketer, 
Wesley Hall. In 1976, he was transferred to St Mary’s College, St Lucia, where, 
in addition to teaching, he became heavily involved in work for the aged and 
deprived. In June, 1993, he was awarded the Papal Cross, Pro Ecclesia et 
Pontifice. He died suddenly at London airport, while waiting for a flight to St 
Lucia, after a vacation in Ireland, on 6 September, 1998. He was then 75 years 
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old. His remains were returned to Ireland, and were interred in the cemetery 
attached to Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  

O’Sullivan, Eugene Mark (1884-1964) 
Eugene O’Sullivan, son of Jeremiah O’Sullivan 
and his wife, Mary Dulea, was born in Milane, 
Dunmanway, Co. Cork, and baptised in the local 
Catholic church on 8 August, 1884. He was 
educated at the local National school, before 
entering the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, 
Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 21 October, 1899. He 
received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Mark, at Mount St Joseph 
on 23 April, 1900. His new patron saint was St 
Mark, the author of the second Gospel and of the Acts of the Apostles. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Mark made profession of vows at 
Mount St Joseph on 15 August, 1904. A keen student, he qualified as a 
National teacher under the regulations of the National Board of Education. 
He taught in England for a few years before returning to Ireland, where he 
taught in Kinsale. After a couple of years, he was transferred to Killarney, 
where he was superior (1921-1924; 1927-1933; 1951-1953) and principal of 
the primary school (1926-1933). In 1933, he was transferred to Carrick-on-
Shannon, where he also was superior (1933-1939; 1941-1945) and principal of 
the primary school (1933-1945). In 1945, he was transferred to St Patrick’s, 
Greenmount, Cork, where he also was superior (1945-1949) and principal 
(1945-1949). In 1949, he was transferred to Mount St Joseph as superior 
(1949-1950), after which, he returned to Killarney. In 1953, he was appointed 
superior of St Joseph’s, Greenmount, where, on 15 August, 1954, he 
celebrated the Golden Jubilee of his profession. In 1955, he was appointed 
Bursar General, and he resided at Mount St Joseph for some years, before 
retiring to St Patrick’s Greenmount, Cork. He was one of a group of older 
Presentation Brothers, who were classed >Highly Efficient’ teachers by school 
inspectors. In 1964, he suffered a stroke and was moved to St Kieran’s 



 

277 
 

Nursing Home, South Terrace, Cork, where he died on 4 June, 1964, aged 79 
years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, 
Cork.  

O’Sullivan, James Declan (1866-1946) 
James O’Sullivan, son of Michael O’Sullivan and his 
wife, Margaret Lawton, was born in Ballyera, 
Ballincurry, Lisgoold, Co. Cork, on 27 April, 1866. 
He began his teaching life as a school monitor under 
the regulations of the Board of National Education. 
On passing the King’s Scholarship, the entrance 
qualification for teacher training, he entered St 
Patrick’s College, Dromcondra, Dublin, and qualified 
as a National teacher. He was principal in Lisgoold 
National School for 15 years, before he entered the novitiate of the 
Presentation Brothers, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 30 March, 1901, at the age 
of 35. When receiving the religious habit, he also received a new religious 
name, Brother Declan, on 5 October, 1901. His new patron saint, St Declan, 
was a 5th century abbot and bishop in Ardmore, Co. Waterford. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Declan made profession of vows at 
Mount St Joseph on 3 October, 1903. He was sent to teach at the 
Lancasterian School, Cork, where he soon became principal. He continued as 
principal when the school was transferred to a new building at Joseph’s 
School, Mardyke, early in January, 1914.   He was a fine Irish scholar and 
translated the Presentation Rules and Constitutions into Irish, but the 
manuscript was never published. Apart from some time at the South 
Monastery, where he was also principal, and some years in Letterkenny, he 
spent the greater part of his life at Mount St Joseph, as Assistant Master of 
Novices. He introduced the novices to teaching methods and helped 
supervise their early attempts at teaching. He was fondly remembered by 
many of the novices that passed through Mount St Joseph. He loved to be at 
Mount St Joseph and, when away, he longed to return there. Once, while in 
Letterkenny, his longing to return to Mount St Joseph became so great that he 
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sent a telegram to the Superior General, beginning, >Change imperative!’ 
However, as he continued to write the telegram, his conscience began to 
reproach him for self-indulgence, so he ended the message with the phrase, 
>Generally indifferent’, signifying that he was prepared to accept the decision 
of the Superior General. He died at Mount St Joseph after a long illness on 11 
October, 1946, aged 80 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St 
Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  

 
O’Sullivan, James Neri (1921-1981) 
James B O’Sullivan, son of Daniel and Mary 
O’Sullivan, was born in Tuosist, Co. Kerry, and 
baptised in Tuosist Catholic Church on 9 October, 
1921. He attended Tuosist National school, before 
entering Presentation Brothers’ juniorate, Coláiste 
Muire, Douglas, Cork, in August, 1936. On 
completion of his secondary schooling, he entered 
the Presentation Brothers’ novitiate, Mount St 
Joseph, receiving the religious habit, together with a 
new religious name, Brother Neri, on 12 August, 1941. His new patron saint 
was St Philip Neri (1515-1595), an Italian priest, who founded the Oratorian 
Society, of which Blessed John Henry Newman was a member. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Neri made profession of vows at 
Mount St Joseph on 6 August, 1943. He attended De La Salle Teacher 
Training College, Waterford, where he qualified as a National teacher. After 
completing his training, he was transferred to England, where he taught at 
Presentation College, Reading. He returned to Ireland in 1949 and taught at 
Birr until 1956, when he was transferred to St Patrick’s, Greenmount, Cork. 
In 1959, he was transferred to Presentation College, Glasthule, where he 
taught in the junior school. He returned to Cork in 1964 and took up 
residence in Mardyke House, while he taught at St Joseph’s school, holding 
the post of principal from 1965 to 1966. Having volunteered for a posting to 
Prince George, British Columbia, he left for there on 29 August, 1966. While 
in Prince George, he spent time at Prince George College, and also taught at 
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Sacred Heart Primary School. He returned to Ireland in 1970 and was 
stationed at Glasthule, where he taught in the junior school until his transfer 
to Maiville, Cork, while teaching at Scoil Chríost Rí, Cork. In July, 1981, he 
went to Portugal for his summer vacation. He died there unexpectedly on 20 
July, 1981, aged 59 years. He remains were brought back from Portugal and 
were interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  

O’Sullivan, Jeremiah Loyola (1866-1940) 
Jeremiah O’Sullivan, son of John O’Sullivan and his wife, Catherine Keane, 
was born in Ballybeg, Farranfore, Co. Kerry, on 6 
November, 1866. He attended the local National 
school, later entering the Presentation Brothers’ 
novitiate at the South Monastery, Cork, on 18 April, 
1887. On being accepted for membership, he received 
the religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Loyola, on 19 November 1887. His new 
patron saint was Ignatius of Loyola (1491-1556), a 
member of the Basque nobility, who founded the 
Jesuits. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Loyola made profession of vows at 
the South Monastery on Presentation Day, 21 November, 1889. The 
following year, he began teaching the junior classes at the newly-established 
Presentation College and continued in this post until shortly before his death. 
The college moved location twice, first from the South Mall to the Grand 
Parade, Cork and, in 1882, to a purpose-built edifice on Western Road, Cork. 
Brother Loyola continued as head of the junior section and was known as the 
>father of Presentation College’. He was superior in the South Monastery 
(1898-1901; 1904-1907). When Mardyke House was acquired in 1922, Brother 
Loyola became a member of the founding community. When he did not 
appear for Morning Prayer on 28 March, 1940, the superior went to his room 
and found him in a coma. Despite the best medical attention, he died on 31 
March, 1940, much lamented by a considerable number of devoted past 
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students. He was aged 73 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St 
Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.   

O’Sullivan, John Justinian (1865-1945) 
John O’Sullivan, son of Cornelius O’Sullivan and his 
wife, Deborah Barrett, was born in Athea, Co. 
Limerick, on 4 November, 1865. He attended Athea 
National School, before his admission to the novitiate 
of the Presentation Brothers, South Monastery, Cork, 
on 1 August, 1887. On completion of a period of 
postulancy, he received the religious habit, together 
with a new religious name, Brother Justinian, on 1 
April, 1888. His new patron saint was St Justinian the 
Great (482-565), who was also a Roman Emperor, the last to speak Latin as a 
mother tongue. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Justinian made profession of vows 
at the South Monastery on 6 April, 1890. He qualified as a teacher under the 
regulations of the Irish National Board of Education. One of his first 
appointments was to Boyle, Co. Roscommon, where a young Basil Clancy 
(1907-1996), later a journalist and editor and publisher of The Junior Digest, met 
him. Basil described Justinian, riding into town on a horse and teaching him 
geometry on the sidewalk by drawing triangles and circles in the dust with his 
whip. He was superior and principal in several schools, including Boyle (1905-
1908); Letterkenny (1909-1912); Kinsale (1902-1905; 1915-1918; 1942-1944); 
Cobh (1925-1928); Dungannon (1920-1923); St Patrick’s, Greenmount (1937-
1938). He was also principal of St Joseph’s School, Mardyke, Cork (1914-
1916). He was Province Leader in England (1938-1941), before his 
appointment as a member of the Congregational Leadership Team (1944-
1945). He died suddenly at St Joseph’s, Greenmount, Cork, on 13 November, 
1945, aged 80 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, 
Blarney Street, Cork.  
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O’Sullivan, Michael Conrad (1916-1990) 
Michael John O’Sullivan, son of Daniel O’Sullivan and 
his wife, Margaret Regan, was born in Lower Sunny 
Hill, Killarney, Co. Kerry, on 5 August, 1916, and 
baptised in the local Catholic church the following day. 
He attended the Presentation Brothers monastery 
school, Killarney, before entering the Presentation 
Brothers’ juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, on 28 
August, 1931. On completion of his secondary 
schooling, he applied to join the Presentation Brothers, 
and, on being accepted, he received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Conrad, on 16 July, 1934. His new patron saint, St 
Conrad (d.975) was the son of a German Count, who became Bishop of 
Constance, which is on the borders of Germany and Switzerland. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Conrad made profession of vows at 
Mount St Joseph on 6 August, 1936. He attended De La Salle Teachers’ 
Training College, Waterford, where he qualified as a primary teacher. One of 
his first postings was to Birr (1941-1947), where he was soon awarded the 
classification >Highly Efficient’ for his teaching. He was also involved in the 
social and sporting life of the town and acted as head coach for the winning 
hurling team, >Birr Sarsfields’. He was superior and principal (1949-1952), as 
well as being involved in launching the >Secondary Top’ classes in the primary 
school. This initiative eventually led to the Presentation Brothers having a 
separate secondary school in Birr. Subsequently, when in Kinsale (1947-1948), 
he was also involved the launching of a >Secondary Top’, which did not 
evolve into a secondary school. Next, he taught in the South Monastery 
(1948-1949) and in Birr (1949-1952), before his return, in 1952, to Mount St 
Joseph as superior (1952-1954; 1959-1963) and Master of Novices (1954-
1963). In 1963, he was appointed Province Leader for Ireland (1963-1969), 
and, in 1969, he returned to teaching in Killarney, where he was also principal 
(1975-1980). In 1987, he was accorded a civic reception by the Killarney 
Urban Council on the occasion of the Golden Jubilee of his Profession. The 
same year, he went to Glasthule as principal of the junior school (1987-1989). 



 

282 
 

He returned to Killarney in 1989, still eager to participate in courses and 
projects. While attending one of these courses in Dublin, he died 
unexpectedly, on 17 July, 1990, aged 73 years. He was interred in the 
Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, Aghadoe cemetery, overlooking the Lakes 
of Killarney. He was a nephew of Patrick Stephen O’Sullivan (qv). 

O’Sullivan, Patrick Nicholas (1886-1967) 
Patrick O’Sullivan, son of John O’Sullivan and his 
wife, Anne Sheeran, was born in Listry, Milltown, 
Co. Kerry, on 4 April, 1886. He was educated at 
Listry National school, before entering the 
Presentation Brothers’ monastery school, Milltown. 
On the advice of his teacher, Brother De Sales 
O’Connor, he entered the Presentation Brothers’ 
novitiate at the South Monastery, Cork, on 8 
September, 1892, at the age of sixteen years. He got 
very lonely for home, however, and left after a few 
weeks. He remained at home for four years and then, after mature 
discernment, he returned to the Presentation Brothers’ novitiate, now at 
Mount St Joseph, Cork. That he was determined to stay the second time, is 
evident from the fact that, though he had begun to smoke a pipe at home, 
when he transferred to the Cork train at Mallow junction on his way to Cork, 
he threw the pipe and his tobacco pouch out the window of the train and 
never smoked again. He received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Nicholas, at Mount St Joseph on 10 August, 1896. 
His new patron saint was the famous 4th century St Nicholas of Myrna, who 
devoted his wealth to the poor, especially in providing wedding dowries for 
poor girls.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Nicholas made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 16 August, 1898. He was an intelligent and diligent 
student and passed the King’s Scholarship examination, which was the 
qualifying examination for entry to Teacher Training college. He then 
followed the teacher training course at Mount St Joseph, which, at the time, 
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was a recognised teacher training college, and qualified as a National teacher. 
He taught for some years at the Lancasterian school in Cork, before moving 
to the South Monastery, where he was appointed principal. In 1907 he was 
appointed superior at Carrick-on-Shannon and, in 1913, having joined the 
Canadian province, he was appointed superior of St Patrick’s School, 
Cornwall, Ontario, the first school outside Montreal, which had been the 
initial focus of the Presentation Brothers Canadian mission. He had come 
from a musical family and was a natural musician himself, playing both the 
flute and the piccolo. He made good use of this gift in every school in which 
he taught during the following 38 years he spent in Canada. He was superior 
in several schools, including Cornwall (1913-1916; 1933-1938); Verdun, 
Master of Novices (1920-1930); St Aloysius, superior (1930-1932); St Patrick’s 
Academy, superior (1938-1939); St Augustine (1939-1949).  

At the General Chapter of 1951, Brother Nicholas was elected to the 
Central Leadership Team and he moved to Cork to take up his appointment. 
During the following six years, he served as principal of Presentation College 
junior school. He was a gifted, though, in the eyes of some, unorthodox 
teacher. While at Mount St Joseph in the 1950s, he taught songs, including the 
Canadian National Anthem, to the temporary professed Brothers. He also 
painted religious pictures and duplicated religious leaflets which he freely 
distributed in the neighbourhood. He had a reputation for holiness among the 
neighbours living near Mount St Joseph. He spent his retirement in Milltown, 
Co. Kerry, not far from his old home and was much cherished by his many 
relatives. During his last illness, he was admitted to St Patrick’s Hospital, 
Cork, where he died on 11 June, 1967, aged 81 years. He was interred in the 
cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  



 

284 
 

O’Sullivan, Patrick Stephen (1880-1964) 
Patrick O’Sullivan, son of Patrick O’Sullivan and his 
wife, Bridget O’Leary, was born in Fairhill, Killarney, 
Co. Kerry, on 18 December, 1980, and baptised two 
days later in the local Catholic church. He attended 
the Presentation Brothers monastery school, before 
entering their novitiate at Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 8 
October, 1898. On being accepted as a candidate, he 
received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Stephen, on 17 April, 1899. 
His new patron saint was the Deacon, Stephen, the first of the Christian 
martyrs, whose feast day is kept on 26 December. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Stephen made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 20 April, 1901. His first teaching appointment was at 
the Lancasterian school, Cork, after which he was chosen to be a founding 
member of the Glasthule community in 1902. He then joined the English 
province, teaching first at the Chadwick Memorial School, Carlile, where he 
was superior (1916-1919). After this he taught at St Vincent’s, Dartford, and 
then at St Joseph’s Orphanage, Orpington, where he was superior (1921-
1922). He was then transferred to St Boniface’s College, Plymouth, where he 
was superior (1925-1927). In 1929, he was back at St Vincent’s, Dartford, 
after which, he was transferred to Orpington in 1935. A man of great probity 
of character and considerable ability, he was slow to take on administrative 
responsibility and resigned from more than one appointment. He was a 
member of the English Province Leadership team (1927-1932) and was also 
Province Leader in 1929, but resigned from the post. He died unexpectedly in 
Strawberry Hill, Twickenham, on 4 June, 1964, aged 83 years. He was interred 
at St Vincent’s, Dartford, Kent. He was uncle to Michael Conrad O’Sullivan 
(qv). 
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O’Sullivan, Thomas Leo (1854-1931) 
Thomas O’Sullivan was born in Tyon, Kilmorna, Duagh, 
Co. Kerry, and baptised in the Catholic church, Duagh, on 
10 November, 1854. He entered the novitiate of the 
Presentation Brothers at the South Monastery, Cork, in 
the fall of 1875. On completion of a period of postulancy, 
he received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Leo, on 4 March, 1876.  His new 
patron saint was St Leo the Great (391-461), the Pope 
who persuaded Atilla the Hun, not to sack the city of Rome.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Leo made profession of vows at the 
South Monastery on 1 June, 1878. Being 24 years of age at the time of his 
profession, and not wishing to begin the extended studies required to qualify 
as a teacher, he opted for >auxiliary’ or >lay’ Brother status within the 
congregation. This classification was subsequently discontinued. His duties 
were mainly domestic, including gardening, and, if so gifted and inclined, 
cooking. Soon after his profession, he was chosen as a member of the first 
community in Birr, Co. Offaly, where his designation was >in charge of 
temporals’.  He was stationed in Cobh, in June, 1894, when he received a 
letter from the Superior General, Br Patrick Shine, transferring him to Mount 
St Joseph, which had been recently opened. Subsequently, he was stationed in 
Kinsale, but returned to Mount St Joseph, where, after a brief illness, he died 
on 18 March, 1931, aged 77 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount 
St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork. The analyst at Mount St Joseph left the 
following note concerning him:  

Most of the 56 years of his religious life was spent at Mount St. Joseph, 
Cork.   The history of those years is summed up in the brief statements, 
a life of work and of prayer, a truly hidden life, a saintly life.   To some 
who expect noble achievements, this fact of a hidden, isolated 
existence, may be difficult to evaluate, but the unique record of 56 years 
of obscurity, spent in working for Christ, looms large in the eyes of 
God. 
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Page, Brian Eunan (1934-2012) 
Bernard Brian Page, son of Thomas Page and his wife, 
Mary Robinson, was born in Coos, Woodford, Co. 
Galway, on 28 February, 1934. He was educated at 
Derryoober National School, before entering the 
Presentation Brothers’ juniorate, Coláiste Muire,, Douglas, 
Cork, on 28 August, 1948. He entered the Presentation 
Brothers, receiving the religious habit and a new religious 
name, Brother Eunan, on 12 August, 1951. His new 
patron saint, Adomnán or Eunan (627-704), from county Donegal, became 
abbot in St Columba’s monastery in Iona towards the end of the 7th century. 
He later wrote a life of his predecessor in Iona, St Columba. On completion 
of his novitiate, Eunan Page made profession of vows on 12 August, 1953. 

He attended De La Salle Teacher Training College in Waterford and 
qualified as a National teacher in 1957. He subsequently attended the National 
University of Ireland (NUI) Cork, where he obtained a BA degree in 
languages (1965) and a Higher Diploma in Education (1966). He also 
obtained a Higher Diploma in Educational Studies from NUI Maynooth. In 
his youth, he was a gifted athlete and was particularly good at hurling. In later 
years, he played golf. 

He was a very successful teacher and taught at Scoil Chríost Rí (1657-
1962) and Coláiste Chríost Rí, Cork, Coláiste Muire, (1966-1968) and Coláiste 
Therése (1968-1974), Cork, before joining the staff of Presentation College, 
Bray, where he spent many years, including eight years as Principal (1990-
1998). He was a member of the province leadership team for several years 
(1972-1981), before becoming province leader (1981-1987). In 1987, he was 
elected a member of the Central Leadership Team and held this position until 
1999. In his later years, his health declined and he spent his last years at 
Presentation Brothers, Glasthule. In 2012, he entered St Michael’s Hospital, 
Dun Laoghaire, where he died on 13 May, 2012. He was buried in the 
cemetery attached to Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork. He was a brother 
of Rev David Page, a diocesan priest in Florida, USA, who was chief celebrant 
at the funeral Mass. 
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Prud’homme, James Leo (1938-1993) 
James Arnold Prud’homme, son of Alexander 
Prud’homme and his wife, Mary O’Keeffe, was born in 
Bonnechere Street, Renfrew, Ontario, Canada, on 27 
November, 1938. He entered the novitiate of the 
Presentation Brothers, Verdun, Quebec, on 27 January, 
1960, but moved to Mount St Joseph, Cork, to 
undergo his novitiate training. He received the religious 
habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Leo, 
at Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 12 August, 1960. His 
new patron saint, St Leo the Great (d.461), was Pope from 440 until his death 
in 461. He is famous for saving Rome from destruction by the Huns, when 
interceded with Attila, their King, outside Rome, and persuaded him to leave 
the city unharmed. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Leo made profession of vows at 
Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1962. On returning to Canada, he was 
assigned to teach at Luke Callaghan School (1962-1964), after which he 
became a full-time student at Quebec City University. He was then assigned 
to teach at Daniel O’Connell High School (1965-1968). In 1968, he 
volunteered for a new mission in Prince George, British Columbia, where he 
taught at St Mary’s Grade School. In1969, he was placed in charge of the 
native Indian Mission in Fort Ware, BC. In 1970, he was appointed superior 
of St Willibrord’s, Verdun, and taught in the High School nearby.  In 1971, he 
volunteered to join the Presentation Brothers  Mission in Ghana, where he 
taught at Notre Dame Junior Seminary, Navrongo, until 1975. He then 
returned to North America and was appointed superior in the community at 
Springfield MO, while teaching at the local Catholic High School.  

The following year, he was appointed superior of the Longueuil 
community, from where he continued his studies. In 1977, he resigned his 
post as superior in Longueuil and was transferred to Montebello, where he 
taught classes in the High School. In 1978, he was appointed Assistant Master 
of Novices and he continued in this post until 1981, when he returned to 
Ghana, and resumed teaching at Notre Dame. In 1992, he was appointed 
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Master of Novices in Ghana. His health, however, was giving cause for 
concern, though he made a good recovery after brain surgery. He was a 
much-respected figure in Ghana and there was much regret when he passed 
away on 29 June, 1993, aged 54 years. He was interred in the Presentation 
Brothers burial plot in the new novitiate at Mount St Joseph, Logre, Ghana. A 
final public farewell ceremony, lasting two and a half days, was later held in 
Logre, as is customary on the death of a chief.  

Queenan, John Austin (1887-1964) 
John Queenan, son of John and Hanora Queenan, 
was born in Ballinary, Carrigeenroe, Geeragh, Co. 
Roscommon, on 24 June, 1887, and baptised in the 
local Catholic church three days later. He attended 
the local National School, before entering the 
Presentation Brothers Preparatory School, Mount 
St Joseph, Cork, on 17 May, 1902. He received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Austin, on 1 December, 1902. His new 
patron saint was the great St Augustine (354-439) 
(Austin being an alternative translation), Bishop of Hippo, in North Africa, 
near the site of the present city of Annaba, Algeria.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Austin made his religious 
profession in 1904. In March, 1905, he became ill and, on 21 March, 1905, he 
was allowed to go home for four months, to recuperate. He made a good 
recovery and was readmitted on 1 July, 1905. A keen and able student, he 
obtained his BA from the Royal University and his MA from the National 
University of Ireland, Cork. Initially, he taught at primary level, in 
Dungannon, Carrick-on-Shannon, Killarney, St Patrick’s, Greenmount, and 
Birr. Subsequently, he taught at Presentation College, Cork, Presentation 
College, Cobh, and Presentation College, Bray. He was superior and principal 
in Bray (1931-1934); superior at Mardyke House (1938-1941); superior (1950-
1953) and principal (1949-1953) at Cobh; principal, Presentation College, 
Junior School (1953-1957). In the course of his research for his MA degree, 
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he accumulated some useful material on the early educational work of the 
Presentation Brothers in Cork City. His memoirs, which appeared in various 
articles, also contain some valuable information on his early life in the 
Presentation Brothers. He had an engaging writing style and his recollections 
are both interesting and significant. He spent his later years in Glasthule, 
where he suffered his final illness. He died in St Michael’s Hospital, Dun 
Laoghaire, Co. Dublin, on 2 March, 1864, aged 76 years. He was interred in 
the Presentation Brothers burial plot, Dean’s Grange cemetery, Blackrock, 
Co. Dublin. 

 
Quille, William Baptist (1888-1913) 
William Quille, son of Michael Quille and his wife, 
Mary O’Connor, was born in Derrindaffe, Duagh, 
Co. Kerry, on 7 February, 1888. Though he was 
otherwise a normal child, he never spoke a word 
until he was three and a half years of age. Just 
before that, his mother became worried and took 
him to his grand-uncle, Very Rev Canon Walsh, 
who was parish priest of Rathmore, Co. Kerry. 
The old priest, who was on his death bed, blessed 
the child, making the sign of the cross on his 
mouth. He then said, >Give him time and he will speak perfectly’. On the way 
home, as they passed a farm, the child looked at a mare and foal grazing in a 
field and said, >Mamma, look at the nice foal!’. From then on, William spoke 
normally. When he had completed his primary schooling at Duagh National 
school, he entered St Michael’s College, Listowel, Co. Kerry. On completion 
of his secondary schooling, he entered St John’s Seminary, Wonersh, England, 
to study for the priesthood, but, after a year, he decided to follow the example 
of two of his uncles, Xavier and De Sales O’Connor, who were Presentation 
Brothers. He entered the novitiate, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 26 February, 
1910. He received the religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Baptist, on 15 August, 1910. His new patron saint was St John the 
Baptist, precursor of Christ. 
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At the end of his novitiate, Brother Baptist made profession of vows 
on 15 August, 1912. He was then sent to teach in the primary school in Cobh, 
where he was a very effective teacher. Early in 1913, however, he was 
diagnosed as suffering from tuberculosis, then a killer disease in Ireland. 
Though he tried to fight the disease, he got little sleep, because, every night, 
he was racked by a continuous cough and occasional haemorrhaging from the 
lungs. It will be recalled that, at the time, there was no effective medical 
treatment for this disease in Ireland. Soon, he had to be moved to St Patrick’s 
>Incurable’ Hospital, Cork, where he died on 22 April, 1913, aged 25 years. 
He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork. 
(Mehigan, 1917, PR, 6; Feheney, 1999, 117-120) 

Quinlan, Cornelius Maurice (1927-2004) 
Cornelius Quinlan, son of Cornelius Quinlan and his 
wife, Johanna Sammon, was born in Rathcabbin, 
Lorrha, Co. Offaly, on 27 September, 1927, and 
baptised in Birr Catholic church three days later. He 
attended Killeen National School and the Presentation 
Brothers School in Birr, before entering the Juniorate, 
Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, in September, 1945. He 
completed his secondary schooling there and, on being 
accepted for the novitiate, he received the religious 
habit, together with a new religious name, Brother 
Maurice, at Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 12 August, 1946. His new patron saint 
was St Maurice, leader of the famous Roman Theban Legion. St Maurice was 
martyred for refusing to attack Christian settlements in what is now 
Switzerland. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Maurice made profession of vows 
on 12 August, 1948. After some teaching, he attended De La Salle Teacher 
Training College, Waterford, and qualified as a teacher in 1952. He taught in 
Letterkenny (1952-1953), Glasthule (1953-1954), St Patrick’s, Greenmount 
(1954-1955), West Grinstead, Sussex (1955-1956), South Monastery, Cork 
(1956-1958); Killarney (1958-1965), before going to Presentation College, 
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Barbados (1965-1973). On his return to Ireland, he was stationed in Killarney 
(1973-1976), before being transferred to Presentation College Bray (1976-
1994). While he was in Bray, his health deteriorated and he spent some time in 
St Columcille’s Hospital, Loughlinstown, Co. Dublin. He did not recover, 
however, and he spent his final years in Heather Lee Nursing Home, 
Killarney, where he died on 1 November, 2004, aged 77 years. He was buried 
in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, Aghadoe cemetery, overlooking the 
Lakes of Killarney. 

 
Quirke, Edmund Gilbert (1923-2005) 
Edmund Quirke, son of Michael Quirke and his 
wife, Abigail Counihan, was born in Milltown, Co. 
Kerry, on 30 July, 1923, and baptised the following 
day in Milltown Catholic church. He attended the 
Presentation Brothers’ primary school, Milltown, 
before entering the Presentation Brothers’ juniorate, 
Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, in August, 1941. On 
completion of his secondary schooling, and on 
being accepted as a candidate, he received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Gilbert, at Mount 
St Joseph on 12 August, 1945. His new patron saint was the 12th century St 
Gilbert of Sempringham, Lincolnshire, who founded the Gilbertine Order. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Gilbert, made profession of vows at 
Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1947, He then entered De La Salle Teacher 
Training College, Waterford, where he qualified as a National teacher in 1949. 
In 1950, he took residence at the South Monastery, initially teaching at St 
Joseph’s School, Mardyke, but he was subsequently (1957-1963) appointed 
superior and principal at the South Monastery. He was transferred to 
Killarney in 1963, and from there to Coláiste Therése, Greenmount (1965-1968). 
From 1969 to 1971, he taught at the South Monastery, before going to Cobh 
(1971-1988). He was both superior (1981-1987) and principal (1975-1978) in 
Cobh. He took study leave at the National University of Ireland, Maynooth 
(1988-1989) and retired in 1989. He spent his retirement in Maiville and 
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Killarney. He died on 6 September, 2005, aged 82 years. He was interred in 
the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, Aghadoe cemetery, overlooking the 
Lakes of Killarney.  

 
Quirke, Michael Liam (1932-2007) 
Michael Joseph Quirke, son of Michael Quirke and his 
wife, Abigail Counihan, was born in Milltown, Co. 
Kerry, on 19 February, 1932, and baptised five days 
later in Milltown Catholic church. He attended the 
Presentation Convent, followed by the Presentation 
Brothers’ primary school, Milltown, before entering 
the Presentation Brothers’ juniorate, Coláiste Muire, 
Douglas, Cork, in August, 1945. On completion of his 
Intermediate Certificate, and on being accepted as a 
candidate, he received the religious habit, together 
with a new religious name, Brother Liam, at Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 
1948. His new patron saint was St William of York (d. 1154), who was of 
Royal birth and who became Archbishop of York. 

During the second year of novitiate, he studied for the Leaving 
Certificate and passed this examination in 1950. The same year, he made 
profession of vows at Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1950. He attended the 
National University of Ireland, Cork, and obtained a BA degree (1954) and a 
Higher Diploma in Education (1955). Subsequently, he did several other 
courses, including a Diploma in Religious Education at Corpus Christi, London 
(1964); a Diploma in Catechetics (UCC, 1967), Diploma in Career Guidance 
(1971) and a Certificate in Clinical Pastoral Education (1989). He taught in  
Coláiste Muire, Douglas (1956-1959; 1968-1971); Coláiste Therése, Greenmount 
(1959-1961); Presentation College, Birr (1961-1964); Presentation College, 
Glasthule (1971-1973); Coláiste Spioraid Naoimh, Cork (1973-1988). He retired 
in 1992. He was also stationed in Mahon (1988-1998) and Glasthule (1998-
2001). He was a member of the formation team in the novitiate at Mount St 
Joseph (1964-1968). He spent his later years at Mardyke House, where he 
acted as bursar. Over the years, he had acquired good cooking skills and he 
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acted as cook when required. In his later years, his health deteriorated and he 
spent time in hospital, including St Finbarr’s Hospital, Cork. He died at the 
Cork University Hospital on 13 April, 2007, aged 75 years. He was interred in 
the Presentation Brothers burial plot, Aghadoe cemetery, overlooking the 
Lakes of Killarney. 

 
Rahilly, Thomas Aloysius (1867-1955) 
Thomas Rahilly, son of John Rahilly and his wife, 
Mary O’Connor, was born in Knockatoon, 
Rockchapel, Co. Cork, on 12 January, 1867. His 
family were members of the farming community 
and still work the same farm today. He was 
educated at Knockaclarig National school, before 
entering the Presentation Brothers in Birr, Co. 
Offaly in 1884. When receiving the religious habit 
in 1885, he also received a new religious name, 
Brother Aloysius. His new patron saint was 
Aloysius Gonzaga (1568-1591), a Jesuit scholastic, who died in the plague in 
Italy in 1591, while nursing the sick.  
 On completion of his novitiate, Brother Aloysius made profession of 
vows at Birr on 12 April, 1887. He was an able and dedicated student and 
soon qualified as a teacher under the regulations of the Irish National Board 
of Education. He often told how, during his early days in Birr, he would rise 
early in the morning to milk the cows and feed the calves before going to the 
oratory for Morning Prayer. Throughout his life, he held many appointments, 
including, superior and principal, St Patrick’s, Greenmount (1892-1894); 
superior and principal, Carrick-on-Shannon (1896-1902); superior (1894-1895) 
and principal (1894-1901), Letterkenny; Assistant General, Congregational 
Leadership Team (1899-1905; 1925-1937); Congregational Leader (1905-
1925). From 1925 until his retirement in 1932, he taught at Presentation 
College, Cork. He obtained his BA and MA from the Royal University and he 
published two books of Irish poetry, An Spideóg and Cuaichín Draoidheachta. He 
spent his retirement years at Mount St Joseph and was well known to the 
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young Brothers who passed through the novitiate from the 1920s to the 
1950s. He died at Mount St Joseph on 23 March, 1955, aged 88 years. He was 
interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  
 
Reen, Peter Albertus (1889-1990) 
Peter Reen, son of John Reen and his wife, Jane 
Twohig, was born in 75 Shannon Street, Bandon, Co. 
Cork, on 17 December, 1889, and baptised in Bandon 
Catholic church the following day. He attended 
Presentation Convent, Bandon, from the age of three 
years, before his transfer to the Boys’ National 
School, Bandon. Following a meeting with Brother 
Justinian O’Sullivan, he persuaded his mother to bring 
him to the Presentation Brothers’ novitiate in Cork. 
He was interviewed by both Brother De Sales Mehigan and Brother Patrick 
Shine, but, when they discovered that he was only 14 years of age, they told 
him to return home and come back when he had reached fifteen. He duly 
returned the following year, on 6 August, 1904. He received the religious 
habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Albertus, from Brother 
Patrick Shine, Congregational Leader, on 8 April, 1905. He often related that 
he was the last candidate to receive the habit from Brother Shine, who died 
soon afterwards on 20 April, 1905.  His new patron saint, Albertus Magnus or 
St Albert the Great (ca.1200-1280), was a famous German Dominican scholar, 
who was the tutor of the great St Thomas Aquinas. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Albertus made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 24 December, 1909. Meantime, he had begun teaching 
at the Lancasterian School, Western Road, Cork, where one of his pupils was 
the future Man of Letters, Sean O’Faolain. He taught in Boyle (1910-1912), 
before his transfer to the South Monastery in 1912, the date he also began 
teaching at Presentation College, Cork. In1914, he joined the Canadian 
province, and, after a year teaching in the novitiate, he was appointed to 
Catholic High School, Montreal. In August, 1914, he received his Teacher’s 
Diploma from the Catholic Education Commission, following a written 
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examination. He was an able and keen student and obtained his BA (1925) 
and MA (1944) from the University of Montreal. He taught in several of the 
Presentation Brothers’ schools in Montreal, including, Sherbrooke (1918-
1921), St Michael’s (1932-1935), before becoming Province Leader in Canada 
(1938-1944; 1952-1955). He was also a member of the Canadian Province 
Leadership Team for many years (1944-1947; 1955-1958). At the General 
Chapter of 1945, he was elected Procurator General and in 1947, he returned 
to Ireland and was superior at Mardyke House and a teacher at Presentation 
College. In 1950, he became assistant superior at Mount St Joseph and helped 
in the production of the early issues of the journal, Irisheán an Chnoic. 

In 1952, Brother Albertus returned to Canada and held the post of 
Province Leader for a third term. In 1958, he returned to Ireland and was 
secretary, successively at Coláiste Chríost Rí, Coláiste Spioraid Naoimh and 
Presentation College. In 1970, at the age of 81, he went to Canada and joined 
the staff of the Diocesan Office in Prince George, BC, where he was in 
charge of the Lands Office for four years and in charge of the Chancery for 
another four years. In 1989, at the age of 90, he joined the staff of Montebello 
boarding school. He returned to Ireland on 21 May, 1988, his sight now 
failing, and took up residence in Killarney. He celebrated his 100th birthday on 
16 December, 1989, the only Presentation Brother ever to do so. Shortly 
afterwards, however, he had to enter the Bon Secours Hospital, Tralee, where 
he died on 29 March, 1990, aged 100 years. He was interred in the cemetery at 
Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork. He was an uncle of Brother Patrick 
Mel Crowley (qv). 
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Regan, John Felim (1914-2001) 
John Regan, son of John Regan and his wife, Ellen 
Sheehan, was born in Bunadreen, Mastergreehy, 
Waterville, Co. Kerry, on 19 June, 1914, and baptised in 
the local Catholic church two days later. He attended 
Mastergreehy National School, before entering the 
Presentation Brothers’ juniorate, Coláiste Muire, 
Douglas, Cork, on 28 August, 1930. On completion of 
his secondary schooling, he received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Felim, at Mount St Joseph on 16 
July, 1934. His new patron saint, St Felim, was a priest and hermit, who 
founded a hermitage at Kilmore, Co. Cavan, in the 6th century. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Felim made profession of vows at 
Mount St Joseph on 12 July, 1936. He trained as a teacher at St Mary’s 
Teacher Training College, Twickenham (1937-1939), before taking up an 
appointment as teacher at St Vincent’s School, Dartford (1939-1943). He was 
then transferred to St John Fisher School, Wymondley, where he was superior 
and principal (1949-1952). His next appointment was a tranfer to St Thomas 
More School, West Grinstead, in 1952, where he was also superior and 
principal (1952-1958). In 1958, he was co-opted into the Congregational 
Leadership Team (1958-1969), after which he was elected Congregational 
Leader (1969-1981). At the end of his term of office as Congregational 
Leader, in 1981, he transferred to Glasthule and served as principal of the 
junior school until 1984, when he retired to Maiville, Cork. He died 
unexpectedly at Maiville on 15 October, 2001, aged 87 years. He was interred 
in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  

Reidy, Daniel Vincent (1888-1914) 
Daniel Reidy, son of Cornelius Reidy and his wife, Margaret McMahon, was 
born in Coon, Castleisland, Co. Kerry, on 28 February, 1888. He was 
educated at the local National school, before entering the Presentation 
Brothers Preparatory School, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 8 September, 1906. 
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At the end of a period of postulancy, he received the religious habit, together 
with a new religious name, Brother Vincent, on St Patrick’s Day, 17 March, 
1907. His new patron saint, St Vincent de Paul (1581-1660), was a French 
priest, who founded the Vincentian religious congregation.  

During his second year as a novice, Brother Vincent had surgery at the 
Mercy Hospital, Cork, to remove his appendix. He was given leave at home to 
recuperate from June, 1908 to July, 1909. He then returned to Mount St 
Joseph and completed his novitiate. He made profession of vows on 
Christmas Eve, 24 December, 1910. His health, however, continued to 
deteriorate and he died on 22 February, 1914, aged 25 years. He was interred 
in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  

 

Reidy, Patrick Finian (1886-1970) 
Patrick Reidy, son of John Reidy and his wife, Mary 
McGillicuddy, was born in Cullinagh, Beaufort, 
Killarney, Co. Kerry, on 15 March, 1886, and 
baptised in the local Catholic church two days later. 
He attended the local National school, before 
entering the Presentation Brothers’ Preparatory 
School, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 6 May, 1901. At 
the end of a period of postulancy, he received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Finian, on 21 December, 1901. His new 
patron saint, St Finian (d.552) was abbot and bishop of the famous monastery 
at Clonard, Co. Meath. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Finian made profession of vows at 
Mount St Joseph in 1903. He passed the King’s Scholarship examination in 
19016 and qualified to teach at secondary school level in drawing. He taught 
at Birr (1903-1908; 1911-1916); Enniskillen (1908-1911; 1926); Boyle (1916-
1918); Cobh (1918-1921); 1927-1931); Glasthule (1920-1925; 1926-1927; 
1943-1946) and Bray (1925-1926; 1931-1943; 1946-1951). In 1951, he was 
transferred to Mardyke House, Cork, from where he worked as secretary/ 
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accountant for many years in the school office of Presentation College. When 
he eventually retired from this post, he continued to live at Mardyke House, 
until increasing infirmity necessitated his entry to the Bon Secours Nursing 
Home, Mount Desert Cork. He died there on St Patrick’s Day, 17 March, 
1970, aged 84 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, 
Blarney Street, Cork. He was a rather reticent man, who put great energy and 
organisation into his work. During his later years, his eyesight began to fail 
and he was almost blind at the end of his life. He was a brother of Rt Rev Mgr 
Reidy, Dean of Kerry and Parish Priest, St John’s, Tralee, Co. Kerry. 

 
 

Rice, Edmund Ignatius (1762-1844) 
Edmund Rice, son of Robert Rice and his wife, 
Margaret Tierney, was born in Westcourt, Callan, 
Co. Kilkenny, on 1 June, 1762. His early 
education was at a local >Hedge School’, which 
was then a pejorative term for a small local 
private school, operated by a Roman Catholic 
teacher. In 1877, he went to Kilkenny to attend a 
commercial school, where he followed a course 
of business studies, designed to prepare young 
men for managing a business. In 1779, he went to Waterford, where he was 
apprenticed to his uncle, Michael Rice, who was a butcher and ship’s chandler. 
Edmund eventually inherited (possibly purchased) his uncle’s business and 
expanded it further. He purchased and leased farms and built up an extensive 
trade in cattle. About 1786, he married Mary Elliott. She became pregnant, 
but was injured in a fall from a horse. Her baby, Mary Rice, was born 
handicapped and the mother died after the birth. Edmund made financial 
provision for his daughter, Mary, but gave her into the care of his step-sister, 
Joan. 

In his sorrow and loneliness, Edmund turned to religion and began to 
spend more time in private prayer, in addition to attending Mass daily. He also 
became involved in several charities. Noticing the plight of Catholic boys, 



 

299 
 

many of whom had little or no schooling, he started to teach them their 
catechism and prepare them for the Sacraments, during his leisure hours after 
work in the evenings. Finally, he sold out his business and opened a school 
for poor boys. Helpers gradually came to his aid and they began to live a 
common life. He drew up a Rule, based on that of Nano Nagle’s Presentation 
Sisters and, with the approval of the Bishop of Waterford, in 1802, he opened 
a new house and school, which he called Mount Sion. He established a 
novitiate, where aspirants received religious and pedagogical training. He also 
built a bakery and tailor’s shop to cater for the physical requirements of needy 
boys in his school. Gradually, he opened schools in neighbouring towns: 
Carrick-on-Suir (1806); Dungarvan (1807); Cork (1811); Dublin (1812); 
Limerick and Thurles (1816). 

In 1796, he received approval for his plans from Pope Pius V, and, in 
1808, he and his companions took religious vows in the chapel of the 
Presentation Sisters, Waterford. In 1817, he held a meeting to discuss plans to 
reorganise the group so that it became a Pontifical Religious congregation, 
under an elected Superior General, and largely independent of local bishops. 
In 1822, a Brief from Pope Pius VII, issued in 1820, was formally adopted by 
the majority of the group and Edmund, now known as Brother Ignatius, was 
elected Superior General. With the encouragement of Bishop John Murphy, 
some of the Cork Brothers, notably, Brother Augustine Riordan, did not 
accept the Brief in 1822 and continued their ministry in the South Monastery, 
Cork, with Bishop Murphy as their major superior. The group continued to 
grow and more schools were opened. Edmund had many benefactors and 
admirers. In 1838, at the age of 76 years, he resigned as Superior General and 
retired to Mount Sion, where he spent his last years. He died there on 29 July, 
1944, aged 82 years. He was interred in the grounds of Mount Sion, 
Waterford, his remains now resting in a sarcophagus in the Edmund Rice 
Chapel, Mount Sion. On 6 October, 1996, Edmund was declared Blessed by 
Pope John Paul II in Rome. His cause for canonisation is now before the 
Holy See. (Feheney, JM, 1999, 4-10) 
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Rigney, Michael Virgilius (1904-1995) 
Michael Rigney, son of Michael Rigney and his 
wife, Jane Cleary, was born in Ochilmore, 
Kilalooney, Co. Galway, on 15 October, 1904. He 
was educated at the local National school, before 
entering the Presentation Brothers’ Preparatory 
School, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 24 April, 1923. 
On being accepted for membership, he received 
the religious habit, together with a new religious 
name, Brother Virgilius, on Presentation Day, 21 
November, 1923. His new patron saint, St Feargal 
(whose name was Latinised to Virgilius) was an Irish monk (700-784), who 
went to evangelise mainland Europe, subsequently becoming Bishop of 
Salzburg in Austria.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Virgilius made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on Presentation Day, 21 November, 1925. In August, 
1931, he was assigned to Presentation College, Glasthule, where he taught in 
the junior school until 1938, when he joined the English province. He taught 
for some time in St Joseph’s Orphanage, Orpington, and at St Vincent’s, 
Dartford, before his transfer to Presentation College, Reading, in August, 
1947. He taught classes in the junior school, Reading, and remained in the 
community for the remainder of his life. He died in Reading on 4 October, 
1995, aged 90 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, 
Henley Road cemetery, Reading, Berkshire. 

Ring, John Ireneus (1884-1962) 
John Ring, son of Edward Ring and his wife, Margaret Burns, was born in 
Magoolah, Inniscarra, Co. Cork, on 20 November, 1884, and baptised in 
Inniscarra Catholic church the following day. He was educated at Inniscarra 
National School, before entering the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers at 
Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 8 January, 1901. On being accepted as a novice, he 
received the religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother 
Ireneus, at Mount St Joseph, on 13 July, 1901. His new patron saint was St 
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Ireneus (125-202), Bishop of Lyons in France, 
who was also one of the Fathers of the early 
Christian Church.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother 
Ireneus made profession of vows at Mount St 
Joseph on 24 February, 2004. Soon after his 
religious profession, he was transferred to 
England, where he taught at St Vincent’s 
School, Dartford, before his transfer to St 
Joseph’s Orphanage, Orpington. In 1910, he 
volunteered to join the new mission to Canada. His first appointment was to 
Chaveau School at Pointe St Charles, Montreal, where he spent several years, 
and held the appointments of superior and Director (1916-1922; 1945-1950). 
He obtained his Canadian teacher’s Diploma in 1916. He was also superior at 
St Michael’s community, Montreal. He was Province Leader (1950-1952), in 
addition to being a member of the Province Leadership Team (1935-1944). 
He was also a delegate to General Chapters in Ireland. In his later years, his 
sight began to fail and this progressed to the stage where he was almost blind. 
He was transferred to Verdun, where daily Mass was available in house, and 
this was a great consolation to him. He died at Morning Prayer on 11 June, 
1962, aged 77 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, 
St Antoine cemetery, Longueuil, Quebec. He was regarded as a devoted and 
professional >school man’.   

Riordan, Charles Bernard (1797-1855) 
Charles Riordan, younger brother of Michael Augustine Riordan, was born in 
Doneraile, Co.  Cork, about 1797. He entered the Christian Brothers, 
probably in Waterford, about 1821. He received his novitiate training in 
Waterford and taught in the school in Mount Sion. When he received the 
religious habit, he also received a new religious name, Brother Bernard. His 
new patron saint was the great St Bernard, Abbot of Claiveaux (1090-1153), a 
son of a Burgundian nobleman. St Bernard, a major influence on the Church 
of his time, was one of the founders of the Cistercian Order.  
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At the end of his novitiate, Brother Bernard made profession of vows 
at Mount Sion, Waterford. He made his final or perpetual profession on 18 
January, 1824. In the last months of 1831, Brother Bernard made a decision to 
transfer from the Christian Brothers to the Presentation Brothers in the South 
Monastery, where his older brother, Michael Augustine, was superior. The 
fact that the Bishop of Cork appointed him assistant superior at the South 
Monastery is evidence that he was both highly regarded and looked upon as a 
possible successor to his brother. Following the death of his brother in 1848, 
Brother Bernard began to suffer from >a painful illness’ himself. He died at 
the South Monastery on 27 January, 1855, aged 57 years. He was interred in 
the Presentation Brothers’ vault, South Monastery, now in the grounds of 
Nano Nagle House, Douglas Street, Cork. (Allen, 1993, 117)  

Riordan, Daniel Ambrose (1856-1924) 
Daniel Riordan was born in Macroom, Co. Cork, 
on 4 June, 1856. He was educated at the local 
National school before entering the Presentation 
Brothers’ novitiate, South Monastery, Cork, on 30 
April, 1878. At the end of his period of postulancy, 
he received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Ambrose, on 7 December, 
1878. His new patron saint was the great St 
Ambrose (338-397), bishop of Milan, who baptised 
St Augustine, and who, like St Augustine, is classed as a Doctor of the 
Church.   

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Ambrose made profession of vows 
at the South Monastery on New Year’s day, 1 January, 1881. He qualified as a 
teacher under the regulations of the Irish Board of National Education and 
taught at St Joseph’s Greenmout (1901), Killarney and Milltown, Co. Kerry. 
He was superior in Milltown (1904-1907). He tutored senior students for Civil 
Service examinations. One such student was Patrick Griffin, who was in his 
senior class in Milltown in 1905. Brother Ambrose advised Patrick to seek 
entry to the Presentation Brothers novitiate, rather than to the British Civil 
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Service. Patrick followed his advice and entered the novitiate at Mount St 
Joseph in 1906. Later, as Brother Evangelist Griffin, he became 
Congregational Leader of the Presentation Brothers (1945-1951). Brother 
Ambrose died on 14 June, 1924, aged 68 years. He was interred in the old 
monastery, Killarney, his remains being subsequently translated to the 
Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, Aghadoe cemetery, overlooking the Lakes 
of Killarney.  

Riordan, Michael Augustine (1783-1848) 
Michael Riordan was born in Doneraile, Co. Cork, 
about 1783. We know little about his family, but it 
is assumed that he came from a modest, if 
comfortable background, and that his early 
education was at a small local private school, 
pejoratively named, >hedge-school’, by the British 
establishment. He served his time as an architect 
and it is said that his first paid commission was the 
compilation of an estate map of the Doneraile 
domain, owned by Lord Hayes St Leger, 2nd 
Viscount Doneraile (1755-1819). Michael was a 
practising architect when he joined the Society of the Presentation in Cork 
about 1814. When receiving the religious habit, he also received a new 
religious name, Brother Augustine. His new patron saint was the great St 
Augustine (354-439), Bishop of Hippo, in north Africa, near the site of the 
present city of Annaba, Algeria. At the end of his novitiate, Brother Augustine 
made profession of vows in the presence of Bishop John Murphy (1772-
1847). 

It was an era of great church building and Brother Augustine was 
engaged by Bishop Murphy, with whom he worked closely and to whom he 
became very attached, to draw plans for different churches in the diocese and 
to provide general supervision of the building process. In this way, Michael 
was responsible for the design and building of the following churches: St 
Michael’s Blackrock, Cork; Kinsale; Ovens; Bantry; Skibbereen; Rossmore; 
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Millstreet, and possibly Rosscarbery. He also built Presentation Convent, 
Clonmel, an extension to the Ursuline Convent, Blackcock, and a school for 
Bishop Coppinger in Cobh.  

When the majority of the Brothers adopted new Rules and 
Constitutions, based on the De La Salle model, Brother Michael opted to 
remain under the authority of Bishop Murphy and opened a school in Cat 
Lane, off Barrack Street, Cork, on 1 July, 1827. He began building a new 
school in what came to be known as the South Monastery and moved there 
late in 1827. Bishop Murphy gave him half of the South Monastery building 
for his community and also offered him the management of the Lancasterian 
school, Western Road, Cork. Gradually, he gathered new aspirants about him, 
especially Brothers Paul Townsend and Francis Scannell. Bishop Murphy 
appointed Brother Augustine superior for life. From 1838, the assistant 
superior, appointed by Bishop Murphy, was Michael’s brother, Bernard 
Riordan, who, though formerly with the Christian Brothers, had joined the 
South Monastery community in 1831. There is some evidence to suggest that 
Brother Augustine suffered from depression in his later years. He died on 20 
January, 1848, aged 64 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ 
vault, now in the grounds of Nano Nagle House, Douglas Street, Cork.  
(Feheney, 1999, 11-17) 

Riordan, Michael Stanislaus (1836-1857) 
Michael Riordan was born in Goold Street, near Greenmount, Cork, in 1836. 
He joined the Presentation Brothers’ at the South Monastery, Cork, about 
1852. He received the religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Stanislaus, in 1853. His new patron saint was St Stanislaus Kostka 
(1550-1568), a Polish Jesuit novice, who died in his late teens. During his 
second year novitiate, he taught in the Lancasterian School, Western Road, 
Cork, under the direction of Brother Paul Townsend, Principal.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Stanislaus made profession of vows 
at the South Monastery, Cork, in 1855. He was then assigned to teach in the 
Presentation Brothers School, Killarney, where he fell victim to typhoid fever. 
Since the Great Famine, typhoid had been endemic in many parts of Ireland. 
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Though he received the best available medical care from his colleagues and 
from Dr Walter Murphy, physician at the Fever Hospital, Killarney, he died 
on 29 January, 1857, aged 21 years. He was interred in the old monastery, 
Killarney, his remains being subsequently translated to the Presentation 
Brothers’ burial plot, Aghadoe cemetery, overlooking the Lakes of Killarney.  

Riordan, Timothy Vincent (1821-1846) 
Timothy Riordan was born in 1821, probably in Cork. He entered the 
Presentation Brothers in the South Monastery, Cork, about 1839. After a 
period of postulancy, he received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Vincent, in 1840.  His new patron saint, St Vincent de 
Paul (1581-1660), was a French priest, who founded the Vincentian religious 
congregation.  

At the completion of his novitiate, Brother Vincent made profession of 
vows at the South Monastery about 1842. He was a devoted religious and a 
very successful teacher, who gave promise of leadership qualities. 
Unfortunately, he died on 29 November, 1846, during the Great Irish Famine, 
though not likely from hunger. He was 25 years of age. His was the first death 
in the South Monastery and it greatly saddened Brother Augustine Riordan, 
whose depression deepened following Brother Vincent’s death. This 
information is contained in a letter, dated 31 December, 1846, from Brother 
Bernard A Riordan (Augustine’s brother) to Br Paul Townsend in Killarney. 
Part of the letter read, >Our dear Fr Austin is extremely delicate and requires 
the additional aid of your services to enable him to hold up against his present 
state of depression of spirits, the consequence of his illness and the demise of 
our dear beloved Br. Vincent. Come then without delay to him ...’ (Feheney, 
1999, 15). Brother Vincent was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ vault, 
South Monastery, now in the grounds of Nano Nagle House, Douglas Street, 
Cork.  
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Roche, Daniel Eligius (1901-1966) 
Daniel Roche, son of Edward Roche and his wife, 
Catherine Cullen, was born in Abbeyfeale, Co. Limerick, 
on 15 October, 1901, and baptised the same day in 
Abbeyfeale Catholic church. He was educated at the 
local National school, before entering the Presentation 
Brothers’ Preparatory School, Mount St Joseph, Cork, 
on 1 September, 1916. On being accepted for 
membership, he received the religious habit, together 
with a new religious name, Brother Eligius, on St 
Patrick’s Day, 17 March, 1917. His new patron saint, St Eligius (588-660), was 
bishop of Noyou-Tournai and is regarded as the patron saint of goldsmiths 
and jewellers. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Eligius made profession of vows on 
4 April, 1920. He qualified as a teacher under the regulations of the Irish 
Board of National Education and taught in several Presentation Brothers’ 
schools, including Killarney, Birr and St Patrick’s, Greenmount. He was one 
of a small group of Brothers to whom school inspectors awarded the mark 
>Highly Efficient’. From the 1930s onwards, he was stationed in St Patrick’s 
Greenmount, where, in addition to teaching, he was bursar and in charge of 
the orphanage. Gradually, he devoted all his time to the orphanage, until it 
closed in 1954. In his later years, his health deteriorated and he spent his last 
days in Linville Nursing Home, Blackrock, Cork, where he died on 18 May, 
1966, aged 64 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, 
Blarney Street, Cork.  
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Roche, Timothy Gonzaga (1875-1973) 
Timothy Roche, son of Timothy Roche and his wife, 
Nora Baily, was born in Brosna, Co. Kerry, on 29 
October, 1875, and baptised in Brosna Catholic 
church two days later. He was educated at the local 
National school, before entering the Presentation 
Brothers novitiate, South Monastery, Cork, on 8 
November, 1892. On completion of a period of 
postulancy, he received the religious habit, together 
with a new religious name, Brother Gonzaga, on 4 
November, 1893. His new patron saint was St Aloysius Gonzaga (1568-1591), 
a Jesuit scholastic, who died in the plague in Italy in 1591, while nursing the 
sick.  
 At the end of his novitiate, Brother Gonzaga made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph (the novitiate had moved there in 1894) on 4 November, 
1895. He qualified as a teacher under the regulations of the Irish National 
Board of Education and taught in several Presentation Brothers’ schools. He 
taught in Milltown; Killarney; Cobh; Enniskillen; Birr; Kinsale; Letterkenny, 
where he was superior (1902-1904); Dungannon, where he was superior 
(1909-1915); Carrick-on-Shannon, where he was superior (1918-1921). He 
spent his retirement years in Milltown, where he served as bursar for many 
years. His health was excellent until he fell from a chair, breaking his hip. He 
was taken to the Bon Secours hospital in Tralee, where he died twelve days 
later on 2 March, 1973, aged 95 years. He was interred in the old monastery, 
Killarney, his remains being subsequently translated to the Presentation 
Brothers’ burial plot, Aghadoe cemetery, overlooking the Lakes of Killarney.  
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Rogers, Daniel Liguori (1881-1951) 
Daniel Rogers, son of Timothy Rogers and his 
wife, Bridget Bane, was born in Cloonusker, 
Scariff, Co. Clare, on 12 February, 1881. He was 
educated at the local National school, before 
entering the Presentation Brothers’ Preparatory 
School, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 2 February, 
1898. On being accepted as a novice of the 
Presentation Brothers, he received the religious 
habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Liguori, on 2 August, 1898. 
His new patron saint was St Alphonsus Liguori (1696-1787), an Italian 
theologian and bishop, who founded the congregation of the Redemptorists. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Liguori made profession of vows at 
Mount St Joseph on 23 March, 1901. He began his teaching career at the 
Lancastrian School, Cork, and was one of Sean O’Faolain’s teachers. Later, he 
moved to the South Monastery, where he was superior (1914-1919) and 
principal (1914-1919). In 1922, he became a member of the first community 
at Mardyke House, where he was bursar for several years, in addition to 
holding the post of superior (1925-1928). He taught at Presentation College, 
junior school for several years, subsequently acting as bursar at the College. 
Bishop Cornelius Lucey was one of his past students at >Pres’. He died on 23 
September, 1951, aged 70 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St 
Joseph, Cork. He was a brother of Patrick Sebastian Rogers (qv).  
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Rogers, Patrick Sebastian (1888-1977) 
Patrick Rogers, son of Timothy Rogers and his wife, 
Bridget Bane, was born in Cloonusker, Scariff, Co. 
Clare, on 13 September, 1888. He received his early 
education at Scariff National School, before he 
entered the Presentation Brothers’ Preparatory 
School, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 28 February, 
1906. On being accepted as a novice, he received 
the religious habit, together with a new religious 
name, Brother Sebastian, on 2 September, 1906. His 
new patron saint was St Sebastian (d.268), a Christian captain of the 
Emperor’s Praetorian Guard, who was martyred by tying him to a cross and 
shooting arrows at him. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Sebastian made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 14 March, 1909. He was then assigned to teach at St 
Joseph’s Greenmount. In 1912, he volunteered to join the Canadian province. 
He taught at St Gabriel’s School, where he was bursar and superior (1926), St 
Augustine’s and Daniel O’Connell High School (1929); Catholic High School 
(1930); St Patrick’s Academy, Sherbrooke, where he was superior (1931); St 
Willibrord’s, where he was superior (1955) and the Novitiate, Verdun (1973). 
He returned to St Willibrord’s in his later years, when his health began to 
deteriorate. When the community could no longer care for him, he had the 
services of a visiting nurse. Subsequently, he went to a Nursing Home with 
the appealing name, Irish House. He died there on 17 September, 1977, aged 88 
years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, St Antoine 
cemetery, Longueuil, Quebec. He was a brother of Daniel Liguori Rogers 
(qv).  
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Ryan, Charles Francis (1865-1946) 
Charles Ryan, son of Edward Ryan, was born in the 
parish of Ss Peter and Paul, Cork City, on 19 
October, 1865. He entered the Presentation 
Brothers’ novitiate at the South Monastery, Cork, 
on 4 October, 1884. On completion of a period of 
postulancy, he received the religious habit, together 
with a new religious name, Brother Francis, on 11 
April, 1885. His new patron saint was the seraphic 
St Francis of Assisi (1181-1226), founder of the 
Franciscan Order. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Francis made profession of vows at 
the South Monastery on 10 April, 1887. He qualified as a teacher under the 
regulations of the Irish Board of National Education and taught in several 
Presentation Brothers schools, including Letterkenny. On 13 August, 1910, he 
joined a small group of Presentation Brothers, who went to Canada to 
establish a new foundation. He was assigned to teach at Chaveau School, 
Pointe St Charles, Montreal. He is on record as obtaining a teacher’s diploma 
from the Quebec Catholic Educational Commission in August, 1914. He died 
on 18 March, 1946, aged 80 years. He was interred in the Presentation 
Brothers’ burial plot, St Antoine cemetery, Longueuil, Quebec.  

Ryan, Cornelius James (1884-1970) 
Cornelius Ryan, son of John Ryan and his wife, 
Bridget Gleeson, was born in Curraghanedy, 
Templederry, Co. Tipperary, on 13 September, 1884, 
and baptised in Templederry Catholic church the 
following day. He was educated at the local National 
school and was a mature man, when he presented 
himself as a candidate at the Presentation Brothers’ 
novitiate, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 11 May, 1912.  
On completion of a period of postulancy, he received 
the religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother James, on 8 
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December, 1912. His new patron saint was St James the Less, Apostle and 
relative of Jesus.  

Before he had completed his two year novitiate at Mount St Joseph, he 
was sent to the Good Shepherd Industrial School, Shibden, Halifax, 
Yorkshire, then administered by the Presentation Brothers, where a staff 
vacancy had arisen. Brother James slotted into the vacancy and completed the 
remaining four months of his novitiate >on the job’. He made profession of 
vows at Shibden on St Stephen’s Day, 26 December, 1914. He worked in 
Shibden until 1927, when the diocese of Leeds, which owned the property, 
decided to close the school, the building being transferred to the Sisters of 
Nazareth. Apart from a short period at St Vincent’s School, Dartford, Brother 
James spent the remainder of his working life at St Joseph’s Orphanage, 
Orpington, Kent. In 1963, he retired to Strawberry Hill, Twickenham. When 
he became infirm, he entered Twyford Abbey Nursing Home, Brent, London 
NW10, where he died on 17 January, 1970, aged 85 years. He was interred at 
St Vincent’s, Dartford, Kent. In his youth he was an enthusiastic and effective 
hurler for his local club, and, subsequently, for the famous Dublin team, 
Commercials, with which he won trophies. Throughout his life, he retained a 
great enthusiam for sport, coaching students when he ceased to play himself.  

Ryan, Francis (d.1848) 
Brother Francis Ryan was one of three Presentation Brothers who opened a 
Catholic second-level school in Pittsburgh PA, in 1845, at the invitation of 
Bishop Michael O’Connor, a native of Cobh, Co. Cork. The name of the 
school was St Paul’s Academy and it had in excess of 500 students. The 
school prospered and some American-born young men joined the 
Presentation Brothers community. Tragedy, however, struck on Sunday 2 July, 
1848. On their way home from a Sunday School session, Brother Francis and 
a colleague, Brother Paul Carey, sheltered under a large umbrella when they 
were caught in a violent thunder storm. Both were killed by lightning. Their 
deaths led to the break up of the Presentation community, which had 
dissolved by January, 1849. Very little information has survived about the 
community or its members. 
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St Paul’s school, however, survived and prospered. Subsequently, it was 
entrusted initially to the Passionists, then to the Holy Ghost or Spiritan 
Congregation, and it evolved into Duquesne University, Pittsburgh, with a 
current enrolment of 10,000 students. It is the only Spiritan University in the 
USA. 

Ryan, Jeremiah Francis (1780-1817) 
Jeremiah Ryan was born in Cork about 1780. He entered the Society of the 
Presentation in Waterford, receiving the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Francis, in 1810. His new patron saint was the 
seraphic St Francis of Assisi (1181-1226), founder of the Franciscan Order. 
At the end of his novitiate, then one year in length, he made profession of 
vows in Waterford and then returned to Cork. Some of our readers will know 
that excessive rain and cold temperatures ruined both the grain and potato 
crops in 1817, something which left the poor hungry and cold. There was also 
an outbreak of typhus. A lack of hygiene and little to no ventilation meant 
that this disease spread like wildfire throughout the country. Some 65,000 
people, including a quarter of the population in Cork city, are thought to have 
died as a result. Among the dead was Brother Francis Ryan, then trying to 
minister to some of the sick in Cork city. He died of typhus on 5 December, 
1817, aged 37 years. He was buried in the cemetery attached to the North 
Monastery, Cork. A contemporary Cork journal contained the following 
notice: 

July, 1817: The fever continued at such an alarming increase during last 
month that the usual fever houses could not contain one-half of the 
cases. It consequently became necessary to have another asylum for the 
unfortunate victims of its ravages. The monks, much to the their credit, 
gave up a large building intended as a school-house, and it was used for 
that purpose and it was opened for the reception of patients on the 20th 
of last month. (Normoyle, 95, quoting CAHS, 11, 111)  
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Savage, John Damascene (1896-1946) 
John Savage, son of Patrick Savage and his wife, Bridget Long, was born in 
Dromcollogher, Co. Limerick, on 13 August, 1896, and baptised in 
Dromcollogher Catholic church the following day. He was educated at 
Dromcollogher National School, before entering the Presentation Brothers’ 
Preparatory School, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 2 June, 1913. He sought 
admission to the congregation and, on being accepted, he received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Damascene, on 17 
December, 1913. His new patron saint, St John Damascene (676-749), was a 
monk and priest, born in Damascus, who was a noted scholar and preacher. 
He is also a Father of the Church in the Catholic tradition.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Damascene made profession of 
vows at Mount St Joseph on 23 September, 1916. He was given responsibility 
for aspirants, including students in the Preparatory School, at Mount St 
Joseph. In 1921, he joined the English province, but, gradually, began to 
suffer from paralysis. By 1935, he was confined to bed. He was removed to a 
Nursing Home in Hastings, but, after five years, he asked to return to 
Orpington, where, though unable to move, his other faculties remained acute. 
He became a source of support and mature advice for members of the staff. 
He died in Orpington on 11 November, 1946, aged 50 years. He was interred 
in the cemetery at St Joseph’s, Orpington, Kent.    

Scannell, Andrew Francis (1802-1883) 
Andrew Scannell was born in Cork city about 1802. In 
1828, he joined Brothers Augustine Riordan (qv) and 
Paul Townsend (qv) in the South Monastery, Douglas 
Street, Cork. Later that year, he received the religious 
habit, together with a new name, Brother Francis. His 
new patron saint was the seraphic St Francis of Assisi, 
founder of the Franciscan Order. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Francis made 
his religious profession in 1830, in accordance with the old Presentation Rule. 
He came from what was then a lower middle-class family, one of his brothers, 
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Dr Timothy Scannell, whose surgery was at 90 Grand Parade, Cork, becoming 
a licensed apothecary, who, at the time, performed most of the functions of a 
modern General Medical Practitioner. Another brother, Rev Thomas 
Scannell, became a Catholic priest. Fr Thomas Scannell was ordained on 13 
June, 1840, and, subsequently, became Parish Priest of Douglas, as well as a 
Canon of the Cork Cathedral Chapter. At the time of Brother Francis’ entry, 
the Brothers of the Presentation were teaching in a converted corn loft in an 
old building at the junction of Cat Lane and Barrack Street, Cork. With 
money collected by questing, and the architectural skills of Brother Augustine, 
a new school building was constructed in the grounds of the South Monastery 
and was opened in the spring of 1928. The pupils were then transferred from 
Cat Lane to this building, which became the south Monastery elementary 
school. 

Brother Andrew spent his entire life teaching at the South Monastery 
School. For the first two decades of its existence, this school, with an 
enrolment of close to 600 pupils, had to depend on charitable donations, 
especially on the church collection at an annual charity sermon, to defray 
operating costs, including token salaries for the Brothers. In 1851, however, it 
was affiliated to the National Board of Education and became eligible for 
salary grants. Brother Francis died on 19 February, 1883, aged 81 years. He 
was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ vault, South Monastery, now 
located in the grounds of Nano Nagle House, Douglas Street, Cork.  
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Shanahan, Edmund Austin (1841-1902) 
Edmund Shanahan was born in Kilbaha, Moyvane, 
Co. Kerry in 1841. In 1860, at the age of nineteen, he 
entered the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, 
South Monastery, Cork, When he received the 
religious habit, he also received a new religious name, 
Brother Austin. His new patron saint, St Augustine or 
Austin (354-439), was Bishop of Hippo, in North 
Africa, near the site of the present city of Annaba, 
Algeria. At the end of his novitiate, Brother Austin 
made profession of vows. His final or perpetual 
profession was on 2 February, 1863. 

Soon after his profession, he collaborated with Brother Xavier 
O’Connor in compiling a double supplement to Butler’s Catechism. The first 
part contained a simple explanation or definition of each of the more difficult 
words and terms. The second part, entitled, >Bishop’s Questions’, which was 
intended for candidates for Confirmation, supplied matter omitted from 
Butler’s text. The print run on this volume was two million copies. In 1871, 
he was elected superior of the South Monastery. Two of his outstanding 
achievements while in office, were, first, obtaining possession of the entire 
South Monastery building. It will be recalled that, up to his time, the 
Presentation Brothers had only half the building, while the parish clergy had 
the other half. His second notable achievement was to coordinate efforts to 
collect funds to enable the completion of the building of St Joseph’s 
Industrial school, Greenmount, which was completed in 1874. In 1880, when 
St Vincent’s School, Dartford, was in danger of closing for want of 
administrative staff, he took over as superior and Headmaster and remained 
for two years until the school was on its feet again. Meantime, he had trained 
Brother Stanislaus Cogan to take over as superior and Headmaster. He then 
returned to the South Monastery, where he was principal of the school for 
eleven years.  

During the Irish Fenian Rising of 1867, some British army dragoons led 
a charge on an assembled crowd in Patrick Street, Cork. One of Austin’s 
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pupils, Michael O’Leary, received a sabre wound in the head. He was taken to 
the North Infirmary, but, owing to his condition, was not expected to live. 
Austin visited and consoled him and promised to pray for his recovery. 
Twenty four years later, when Austin was >questing’ in the USA to raise funds 
for the building of Mount St Joseph, he received a handsome donation from a 
Mr Michael O’Leary, Chief Geographical Surveyor for the Western Union 
Telegraph Company. It was the same Michael, whom Austin visited in the 
North Infirmary in 1867. During his fund-raising tours, he travelled 
throughout most of the English-speaking world. In the Cook Straits, while he 
was being rowed ashore, one of the oarsmen inquired, >Are you Brother 
Austin from the South Monastery’? When his ship stopped at the Samoan 
islands to take on vegetables and fresh water, he met another past student of 
the South monastery.  

He presided over the 1885 Assembly of Brothers and went to Rome to 
get the new Constitutions approved. In 1889, he was elected to the new 
Congregational Leadership Team. He completed his term in 1899 and then 
retired. His end came quickly. He caught a bad cold in 1902. This turned into 
double pneumonia, from which he died on 24 October, 1902, aged 61 years. 
He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  

Sharkey, John Raymond (1924-1976) 
John Sharkey, son of William Sharkey and his 
wife, Anne Dunne, was born in Gurteen, 
Rathcabbin, Lorrha, Co. Tipperary, on 6 August, 
1924, and baptised in the local Catholic church 
one week later. He attended the local National 
School, before entering the Presentation Brothers 
juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, at the end 
of August, 1940. On completion of his secondary 
schooling, he applied to enter the Presentation Brothers, and, on being 
accepted, he received the religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Raymond, on 6 August, 1943. His new patron saint, St Raymond of 
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Pinafore (1175-1275), was a learned Dominican Friar, who collected and 
codified Canon Law.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Raymond made profession of 
vows at Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1945. He then entered St Mary’s 
College, Strawberry Hill, Twickenham, where he completed his teacher 
training in 1947. He was then transferred to St Joseph’s Orphanage, 
Orpington, as a teacher. In August, 1948, he made his final profession, after 
which he was assigned to Dungannon, where he remained for the next 21 
years. He was superior in Dungannon (1963-1969) and was responsible for 
acquiring a site on Killyman Road for a new residence for the Brothers. He 
was appointed Irish provincial in 1969, but resigned in 1974, one year before 
completing a double period in office. He was then transferred to Strawberry 
Hill, Twickenham, but, in 1975, he was appointed principal of the junior 
school at Presentation College, Reading. He was very successful in this post, 
but he died suddenly in Reading of a heart attack on 2 February, 1976, aged 
51 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, Henley 
Road cemetery, Reading, Berkshire.   

Sheahan, Edward Hugh (1918-1989) 
Edward Sheehan, son of Harry Sheehan and his 
wife, Mary Kissane, was born in Beale Hill, 
Ballybunnion, Co. Kerry, on 23 August, 1918, and 
baptised in Ballybunnion Catholic church two 
days later. He was educated at Beale National 
School before entering the Presentation Brothers’ 
juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, at the end 
of August, 1933. On completion of his secondary 
schooling, he applied for entry to the Presentation 
Brothers, and, on being accepted, he received the religious habit, together 
with a new religious name, Brother Hugh, on 6 August, 1937. His new patron 
saint, St Hugh of Lincoln (1153-1200), was born in Burgundy, France, but, 
after joining the Carthusians, was sent to England to found a monastery of 
that Order there. He was subsequently elected Bishop of Lincoln.  
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At the end of his novitiate, Brother Hugh made profession of vows at 
Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1939. He attended De La Salle Teacher 
Training College, Waterford, where he qualified as a National teacher. A very 
effective teacher, he taught in St Patrick’s, Greenmount for several years, 
before his transfer to Cobh in 1953. The following year, he became principal 
of the primary school in Cobh, remaining in that post until his transfer to 
Presentation College, Bray, in 1960, where he was also appointed principal. In 
1964, he was transferred to Carrick-on-Shannon as principal and he remained 
there until the school closed in 1974. He was then transferred to Birr, where 
he taught in the primary school. In 1978, he had a heart attack, but made an 
excellent recovery. In 1984, he retired from teaching and settled in Birr. He 
represented much of what was best in the Presentation Brothers’ pedagogical 
tradition. He was a quintessential professional, extremely dedicated and, in 42 
years of service, he never missed a single day at school. He died suddenly of a 
massive heart attack in Birr on 24 February, 1989, aged 70 years. He was 
interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  

Sheehan, Jerome Gerald (1918-1962) 
Jerome Sheehan, son of John and Ellen Sheehan, was 
born in Cashlore, Dunmanway, Co. Cork, on 14 July, 
1918, and baptised in the Dunmanway Catholic church, 
the following day. He attended the local National 
school before entering the Presentation Brothers’ 
juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, in August,1933. 
On completion of his secondary schooling, he applied 
to enter the Presentation Brothers, and, on being 
accepted, he received the religious habit, together with a 
new religious name, Brother Gerald, on 12 August, 1938. His new patron 
Saint, St Gerald of Mayo, was an Anglo-Saxon monk, who, with some 
companions, came to the West of Ireland, following the Synod of Whitby in 
664. It will be recalled that, at this synod, the Irish way of calculating Easter 
was formally discontinued in favour of the Roman way. Gerald and his 
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companions, who disagreed with the decision, left Northumbria in protest 
and crossed the sea to Ireland, establishing a new monastery in county Mayo. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Gerald made profession of vows on 
6 August, 1940. He attended De La Salle Teacher Training College, 
Waterford, where he qualified as a National teacher in 1943. He taught at St 
Patrick’s, Greenmount (1943-1946), Carrick-on-Shannon (1946-1955), 
Killarney, where he was superior (1956-1962) and principal (1958-1962). 
During his time as principal in Killarney, the school moved from the old site 
in the monastery, designed by AWN Plugin, to a new site close by. In August, 
1962, he was transferred to Cobh, but died in his sleep on 8 December, 1962, 
aged 44 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney 
Street, Cork.   

Sheehan, Michael Eugene (1891-1953) 
Michael Sheehan, son of Daniel Sheehan and his wife, Julia Nolan, was born 
in Umeraboy, Rathmore, Co. Kerry, on 4 September, 1991, and was baptised 
in Rathmore Catholic church three days later. He attended Rathmore National 
School before entering the Presentation Brothers’ Preparatory School, Mount 
St Joseph, Cork, on 14 March, 1908. After a period of postulancy, and after 
being accepted as a candidate, he received the religious habit, together with a 
new religious name, Brother Eugene, on 30 January, 1909. His new patron 
saint, St Eugene or Eugenius (d. 657) was Pope during an unsettled period of 
the Papacy, when there was much interference from the Byzantine Emperor. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Eugene made profession of vows 
on 7 December, 1912.  The following year, he was sent to England and took 
up duty at Good Shepherd Industrial School, Shibden, Halifax, Yorks. He 
remained there until 1917, when he returned to Ireland and was assigned as a 
teacher to St Joseph’s, Greenmount, where he remained for the remainder of 
his life. Sean Maher, a traveller, was a student of Brother Eugene in 
Greenmount, and stated that he owed his success as a writer to his old 
teacher: 
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From that day on, Brother Eugene was to take an exceptional interest 
in me and develop my gift of learning. I loved every moment of the 
lessons I received from him, for, whilst most of the boys in my class 
were still leaning their ABC, I was delving into the classics under his 
guidance. In point of fact, Brother Eugene began teaching me after 
school, in the library. It was at such times that I could pour out 
questions without hindrance from my fellow classmates. Here, too, in 
private, I was able to talk to him about road life and my hatred of it. 
(Maher, in Feheney, 1996, 127-128)  

In1953, Brother Eugene began to suffer from complications resulting from 
high blood pressure. He died from this complaint at the South Infirmary on 
13 September, 1953, aged 62 years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount 
St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork. 

Sheehan, Timothy Anthony (1920-1998) 
Timothy Sheehan, son of Michael Sheehan and his 
wife, Anna O’Shea, was born in Gortacollopa, Fossa, 
Killarney, Co. Kerry, on 1 November, 1920, and 
baptised in Fossa Catholic church four days later. He 
attended the local National school, before entering 
the Presentation Brothers’ juniorate, Coláiste Muire, 
Douglas, Cork, in August, 1939. On completion of 
his secondary schooling, he applied for entry to the 
Presentation Brothers, and, on being accepted, he 
received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Anthony, on 12 August, 1942. His new patron saint 
was St Anthony of Padua (1195-1231), a Franciscan friar, who, though born 
in Lisbon, Portugal, made his home in Padua, Italy. 

 At the end of his novitiate, Brother Anthony made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1944. He then attended De La Salle 
Teacher Training College, Waterford, where he qualified as a National teacher 
in 1946. He taught in Birr and Glasthule, before volunteering for the West 
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Indian Mission. He was assigned to Presentation College, San Fernando, in 
1952, and was very active coaching football teams. In 1954, he was transferred 
to St Mary’s College, St Lucia. He took study leave in Twickenham in 1958. 
An able student, he studied in private and, in 1959, obtained a BA External 
from the University of London in English and Latin. He was superior in St 
Lucia (1964-1967), before his transfer to Presentation College, Barbados, as 
superior (1967-1971) and principal (1968-1971). In 1971, he had the biggest 
challenge of his career, when he was asked to assume leadership in Grenada, 
which was the scene of Black Power unrest, leading to a successful coup d’estat, 
followed by the establishment of a Cuban-manned base and, eventually, 
invasion by US marines, to >liberate’ the island. Through it all, Anthony 
managed to keep the school and community going. In 1986, he was 
transferred to Presentation College, Chaguanas, where he was superior for 
three terms (1986-1992; 1995-1997). In 1998, he went to Ireland for vacation, 
and, while at home, he suffered a heart attack. Though hospitalised in Tralee, 
he died on 1 September, 1998, aged 77 years. He was interred in the 
Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, Aghadoe cemetery, overlooking the Lakes 
of Killarney.  

Sheehy, John Dominic (1914-2003) 
John Sheehy, son of James Sheehy and his wife, Mary 
Eady, was born in Ashe Street, Clonakilty, Co. Cork, 
on 29 April, 1914, and baptised in Clonakilty Catholic 
church two days later. He was educated at Clonakilty 
National School, where his father was principal, 
before entering the Presentation Brothers novitiate at 
Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 14 August, 1928. On 
completion of a period of postulancy, he received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Dominic, on 14 February, 1931. His new patron saint was St 
Dominic Guzman, founder of the Dominicans or Order of Preachers.  

On completion of his novitiate, Brother Dominic made profession of 
vows on 12 August, 1933. His first assignment was teaching at St Joseph’s, 
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Greenmount (1934-1941). During his spare time, he attended the National 
University of Ireland, Cork (UCC) and graduated with a BA degree in 1940 
and a Higher Diploma in Education in 1941. In 1941, he was transferred to St 
Joseph’s Orphanage, Orpington, where he taught for several years (1941-
1963). He then taught at Presentation College, Reading, for two years (1961-
1963), before returning to Ireland, where he was stationed at Mardyke House 
(1963-1971), while teaching at nearby Presentation College. During this period 
he registered for a course in teaching religion at UCC and graduated with a 
Diploma in Catechetics in 1970. In 1971, he was transferred to Douglas, 
where he taught at Coláiste Muire. In 1974, he was transferred to Maiville, from 
where he taught at nearby Coláiste Chríost Rí (1974-1979) until his retirement. 
He spent part of his retirement at Mardyke House (1979-1981), before going 
to Douglas (1981-1994). He spent his later years in Maiville, Turner’s Cross, 
before entering Rosalea Nursing Home, Ballincollig, Co. Cork, where he died 
on 10 August, 2003, at the age of 89 years. He was interred in the cemetery at 
Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork. 

Sheehy, Patrick Macartan (1914-1979) 
Patrick Sheehy, son of Edward Sheehy and his wife, 
Margaret Connell, was born in Church Street, 
Castleisland, Co. Kerry, on 30 March, 1914, and 
baptised in Castleisland Catholic church the following 
day. He was educated at Castleisland National school, 
before entering the Presentation Brothers’ juniorate, 
Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, in August, 1930. On 
completion of his secondary schooling, he applied for 
entry to the Presentation Brothers, and, on being 
accepted, received the religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Macartan, on 16 July, 1934. His new patron saint, St Macartan (5th 
Century), was an Irish monk, who was a colleague of St Patrick. After 
travelling around Ireland with St Patrick, St Macartan founded a church in 
Clogher, Co. Tyrone, from which the present Clogher diocese evolved. 
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At the end of his novitiate, Brother Macartan made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1936. He attended De La Salle Teacher 
Training College, Waterford, and qualified as a National teacher. In 1946, he 
was awarded a BA degree by the National University of Ireland, Cork, 
followed by a Higher Diploma in Education in 1947. Meantime, he had been 
teaching at St Joseph’s school, Mardyke, Cork, where he also worked with 
school choirs. One of his choirs was awarded top honours at the Feis Maitiu 
competition in Cork in 1946. In 1947, he volunteered for the West Indian 
mission and, later that year, was one of a small group of Presentation Brothers 
who took over the administration of St Mary’s College, Castries, St Lucia. In 
1955, he was appointed Province Leader of the West Indies and he took up 
residence at Presentation College, San Fernando. At the end of his term of 
office in 1958, he was transferred to Grenada, where he was appointed 
superior (1960-1963). He was also appointed a member of the Province 
Leadership Team and Provincial Bursar, a post he held for several years.  

In 1965, he returned to St Lucia, where he was appointed superior 
(1975-1979). About this time, he was appointed Examinations Officer on 
behalf of the Government, with special responsibility for the Cambridge 
Overseas Schools Examinations, which, for decades, were the state-sponsored 
examinations at the end of secondary school. He made a remarkable success 
of this appointment, and, for services to education in St Lucia, was awarded 
the MBE decoration in 1974. In 1979, his health deteriorated and he went to 
St Joseph’s Hospital, Barbados, for medical treatment. He died there on 22 
July, 1979, aged 65 years. His remains were returned to St Lucia and interred 
the Riversdale cemetery, Castries, St Lucia. 
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Shine, Cornelius Alban (1884-1923) 
Cornelius Shine, son of Cornelius Shine and his wife, 
Ellen Mulvihill, was born in Gortdoomaskilihy, 
Moyvane, Co. Kerry, on 30 November, 1884, and 
baptised in Moyvane Catholic church four days later. 
He was educated at Kilbaha National school, before 
entering the Presentation Brothers novitiate, Mount St 
Joseph, Cork, on 7 December, 1901. At the end of a 
period of postulancy, he received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Alban, at 
Mount St Joseph on 7 June, 1902. His new patron saint, St Alban, was the 
first English saint to be martyred about 283 AD. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Alban made profession of vows at 
Mount St Joseph on 23 December, 1904. He then acquired a teaching 
qualification under the regulations of the Irish National Board of Education. 
He taught in Milltown, Killarney, where he was community bursar, and 
Dungannon, but died in his prime on 19 February, 1923, aged 38 years. He 
was interred in Dungannon, Co. Tyrone. 

Shine, William Patrick (1843-1905) 
William Shine, son of Daniel Shine and his wife, Mary 
Mulvihill, was born in Kilbaha, Moyvane, Co. Kerry, on 
20 July, 1843. He was educated at Kilbaha National 
School, before entering the novitiate of the Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate at Inchicore, Dublin. He did not feel 
called to this congregation, however, and applied for 
admission to the Presentation Brothers, and was 
accepted. He arrived at the South Monastery on 10 
February, 1868, and, after completing a period of 
postulancy, received the habit, together with a new religious name, Brother 
Patrick, six months later. His new patron saint was the great St Patrick, 
National Apostle of Ireland.  
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At the end of his novitiate, Brother Patrick made profession of vows at 
the South Monastery on 27 August, 1870. He was a gifted teacher and 
administrator and, after teaching in St Patrick’s, Greenmount, he founded St 
Joseph’s Industrial School, Greenmount. In 1877, he was appointed superior 
and principal (1877-1883) of the South Monastery. He was reappointed to the 
same posts three years later (1986-1889). In 1879, he opened Presentation 
College, Cork, initially in a house in the South Mall, subsequently in the 
Grand Parade and, finally, in a purpose-built edifice on the Mardyke, Cork. 
Following the General Assembly of 1885, he and Brother Austin Shanahan 
were deputed to go to Rome to get proposed changes in the Constitutions 
approved. When the changes were approved, he was elected first Superior 
General at the General Chapter of 1889. He was reappointed at the General 
Chapter of 1899.  

During his administration, he opened several new houses, including 
Birr (1878); Presentation College, Cork (1879); Cobh (1889); Kinsale (1891); 
Carrick-on-Shannon (1893); Orpington (1893); Mount St Joseph (1894); 
Letterkenny (1894); Boyle (1897); Enniskillen (1897); Newcastle-on -Tyne 
(1901); Dungannon (1902) and Glasthule (1903). He also purchased a farm in 
Kilmoney, Carigaline, intended to help provide food for students in 
Greenmount. In 1892, he purchased Beaumount Mansion and estate, 
Blackrock, Cork, which he intended for use as a Juniorate. In 1904, his health 
began to fail and he died at Mount St Joseph on 20 April, 1905, aged 61 years. 
He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  

Sweeney, Cornelius Cuthbert (1868-1946) 
Cornelius Sweeney, son of William and Susan Sweeney, was born in 
Gortmacool, Milford, Co. Donegal, on 23 February, 1868. He was educated at 
the local National school, before entering the novitiate of the Presentation 
Brothers, Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 25 January, 1910, age the age of 41 
years. After a period of postulancy, he received the religious habit, together 
with a new religious name, Brother Cuthbert, at Mount St Joseph, on 15 
August, 1910. His new patron saint was St Cuthbert (635-687), a monk of the 
monastery of Lindisfarne, an island off the north eastern coast of England.  
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 At the end of his novitiate, Brother Cuthbert made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 15 August, 1912. Because of his relatively advanced 
age, he opted for >lay’ or >auxiliary’ Brother status (since abolished) in 
preference to beginning studies to qualify as a teacher. The duty he was 
assigned was keeping the private gas-fuelled electricity generating plant 
serviced and operating until the state-owned Electricity Service Board began 
to supply electricity to Mount St Joseph shortly before World War II. He 
spent the remainder of his life in these duties. In his final illness, he was cared 
for at the Bon Secours Home, Cork, where he died on 2 July, 1946, aged 78 
years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, 
Cork.  

 
Taft, Joseph Colmcille (1940-1995) 
Joseph Gerard Taft, son of Joseph Taft and his wife, 
Kathleen Farren, was born in Moville, Co. Donegal, 
on 16 August, 1940, and baptised in the local Catholic 
church the following day. He attended the local 
National school, before entering the Presentation 
Brothers’ juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, on 
28 August, 1954. On completion of his secondary 
schooling, he applied for entry to the Presentation 
Brothers, and, on being accepted, he received the 
religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Colmcille (which 
he usually shortened to Colm), at Mount St Joseph, on 12 August, 1958. His 
new patron saint, St Colmcille (521-597), was born in Gartan, Co. Donegal, 
became a monk and founded a famous monastery on the island of Iona, off 
the western coast of Scotland.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Colm made profession of vows at 
Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1960. He attended the National University of 
Ireland, Cork, where he obtained a BA degree (1967), followed by a Higher 
Diploma in Education (1968). He taught at Presentation College, Cork (1966-
1968) and Presentation College, Glasthule (1968-1969) before his 
appointment to Coláiste Chríost Rí, Turner’s Cross. He taught there for the rest 
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of his life. He was particularly involved in sport, especially in coaching the 
school teams for inter-college football, in which they won many trophies. In 
1994, his health failed and he underwent surgery. Despite the support of the 
Maiville community, he was unable to continue teaching. He died suddenly on 
20 September, 1995, while on an outing to Curabinny Wood, near Carrigaline, 
Co. Cork. He was 55 years of age. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount 
St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  

Tengan, Philip (1981-2014) 
Philip Bekyane Tengan, son of Constancio Bekyane Tenga 
and Winfreda Yogr, was born in Pinna, Upper West 
Region, Ghana, on 25 January 1981 and was baptised in 
the local Catholic Church on 2 February 1981. On 
completing his primary schooling, he attended Pinna 
Secondary School from 1988 to 2000. He then enrolled in 
JH Ahmadiyya College of Education, obtaining a Cert A 
Certificate in 2005.  He taught for some years before studying for a Diploma 
in Basic Education (DBE course). At the age of twenty-seven, he entered the 
Presentation Brothers novitiate in 2008. He entered the postulancy 
programme in Navrongo and received the religious habit on 12 December 
2008. He began his novitiate training at Mount St Joseph, Logre, but 
completed it at the Presentation Brothers novitiate, Killarney, Co. Kerry. On 
completion of his novitiate, he made profession of vows during the 
Congregation General Chapter at Emmaus, Dublin, in 2011.  He then 
returned to Ghana, where he became a member of a new community in Hain, 
Upper West Region of Ghana, which was established in September 2012. 
Hain is located in the diocese of Wa, in the extreme north-western part of 
Ghana, close to the border of Burkina Faso.  
 Brother Philip was appointed principal of St Raphael’s Primary 
School in Hain, a post in which he was both effective and highly respected. 
On 21 December, he was taken ill suddenly and rushed to hospital. Despite 
medical care, he passed away on Christmas eve. His unexpected death on 24 



 

328 
 

December 2014, came a shock to the Brothers in the province, his own family 
and his colleagues. He was interred in the cemetery at the Presentation 
Brothers novitiate, Logre, Ghana. 

Thompson, Edmund Benignus (1911-1967) 
Edmund Thompson, son of William Thompson and 
his wife, Mary Butler, was born in Glen, Kilsheelan, 
Co. Waterford, on 26 November, 1911, and baptised 
in Kilsheelan Catholic church two days later. He 
attended the local National school before entering the 
Presentation Brothers’ novitiate, Mount St Joseph, 
Cork, on 7 July, 1927. At the end of a period of 
postulancy, he received the religious habit, together 
with a new religious name, Brother Benignus, on 31 
December, 1927. His new patron saint, St Benignus (d. 467) was the 
immediate successor of St Patrick as Archbishop of Armagh.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Benignus made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 31 December, 1929. He attended De La Salle Teacher 
Training College, Waterford, and qualified as a National teacher. He was then 
transferred to Kinsale, where he was bursar (1937-1945), before going to 
Killarney (1945-1946). In 1946, he was appointed Novice Master at Mount St 
Joseph, a post which he retained until 1954. He was then appointed superior 
in Letterkenny (1954-1957), after which he was appointed superior and 
principal of St Patrick’s, Greenmount. In 1959, he was transferred to Mount 
St Joseph as Assistant Master of Novices and, one year later, he was 
appointed superior in Birr (1960-1966). In 1966, his health began to fail and, 
despite surgery, the deterioration continued. He died in the Bon Secours 
Hospital, Cork, on 22 April, 1967, aged 55 years. He was interred in the 
cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork. He was highly respected 
everywhere he served and there was great outpouring of sympathy and 
affection for him in Birr, when he died.  
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Tobin, John Damascene (1926-1978) 
John Tobin, son of James Tobin and his wife, 
Margaret Coughlan, was born in Tallow, Co. 
Waterford, on 20 January, 1926, and baptised in 
Tallow Catholic church the following day. He was 
educated at Tallow National School, before entering 
the Presentation Brothers juniorate, Coláiste Muire, 
Douglas, Cork, in August, 1939. On completion of his 
secondary schooling, he applied for entry to the 
Presentation Brothers and, on being accepted, he 
received the religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother 
Damascene, at Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1943.  His new patron saint, St 
John Damascene (676-749), was a monk and priest, born in Damascus, who 
was a noted scholar and preacher. He is also a Father of the Church in the 
Catholic tradition.  

At the end of his novitiate, he made profession of vows at Mount St 
Joseph on 12 August, 1945. He attended the National University of Ireland, 
Cork, where he obtained a 1st Class Honours degree in languages in 1948. 
From 1948 to 1954, he taught at the Intermediate School, Enniskillen. In 
1954, he was appointed principal of Presentation College, Birr, but was 
transferred to Cobh in 1957, where he was appointed superior and principal. 
In 1960, he was appointed superior and principal in the Juniorate, Coláiste 
Muire, Douglas (1960-1965). From 1967 to 1969, he was principal of 
Presentation Secondary School, Milltown, Co. Kerry, while, in 1969, he was 
appointed principal of St Joseph’s Secondary School, Enniskillen. He resigned 
as principal in Enniskillen in 1974, when it was decided to make a layman 
principal. In 1976, he suffered a stroke and was forced to retire from teaching, 
though he continued to reside at Enniskillen. He died on 30 March, 1978, 
aged 56 years, after suffering a second stroke. He was interred in the cemetery 
at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork.  
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Tobin, Patrick Willibrord (1893-1950) 
Patrick Tobin, son of William Tobin and his wife, 
Elizabeth Shanahan, was born in Kilmurry, Kilworth, 
Co. Cork, on 23 December, 1893, and baptised in 
Kilworth Catholic church three days later. He was 
educated at Kilworth National school, before 
entering the Presentation Brothers’ novitiate, Cork, 
on 7 March, 1914. After a period of postulancy, he 
received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Willibrord, at Mount St 
Joseph on 29 August, 1914. His new patron saint, St Willibrord (658-739), was 
a Northumbrian monk, who was educated in Ireland, and who then went to 
evangelise the tribes in mainland Europe. He died as Archbishop of Utrecht, 
Holland. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Willibrord made profession of 
vows at Mount St Joseph on 23 September, 1916. He then taught in Milltown 
for some years before joining the English province, where he spent the 
remainder of his life. He taught in St Vincent’s School, Dartford and St 
Vincent’s Orphanage, Orpington, where he was superior (1939-1941; 1947-
1948). He was also superior in St Thomas More School, West Grinstead 
(1942-1947). While in Orpington for a second term, his health began to 
deteriorate. He died in a London hospital on 27 July, 1950, aged 56 years. He 
was interred in the Presentation Brothers burial plot, Sta Joseph’s, Orpington, 
Kent.  

Townsend, Edmund Paul (1798-1880) 
We know very little about the early life of Edmund 
Townsend. Compilation of the existing membership 
register was begun long after his entry into the Society of 
the Presentation. He is said to have been born in 1798 in 
the barony of Duhallow, which encompasses a large area, 
from Tullylease in the north to the Boggeragh Mountains 
in the south and from Mallow in the east to Millstreet in 
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the west.  He seems to have had a good education, including at least an 
introduction to architecture. We are not sure whether he was a member of the 
North Monastery community before 1827, or merely joined Brother 
Augustine Riordan after he left the North Monastery and took up temporary 
residence in Cat Lane, before settling in the South Monastery. We are sure, 
however, that he was assistant superior at the South Monastery and principal 
of the Lancastrian School, before he moved to Killarney to establish a new 
foundation in 1838. His initial success in Killarney encouraged him to open 
another house and school in Milltown in 1842, but this had to close when the 
Great Famine took hold. 

His dealings with the Bishop of Kerry and his efforts to build a new 
monastery, designed by AWN Plugin, in Killarney, form an epic story, well 
told by his successor, Brother Liguori Gaynor, in the Killarney House Annals. 
When Brother Augustine Riordan died in 1848, Brother Paul returned to Cork 
to take his place. The Bishop of Cork insisted that he continue as superior 
until he became indisposed, about 1871. Paul built up the Lancasterian school 
to a high standard and, in the higher classes, pupils were coached for the 
British Civil Service examinations. For much of its life, the school operated 
on the monitorial system, pioneered by Joseph Lancaster.  

In 1854, Paul built St Patrick’s National School, Greenmount, on a 
piece waste ground, called Gallows Green, at one time the site of public 
executions. It took some years before St Patrick’s was recognised and grant-
aided by the Irish National Board. In 1868, he gave evidence before the Powis 
Commission on Education and gave a clear statement of the policy of the 
Presentation Brothers towards the National Board of Education. He was 
greatly respected and admired by his students and many of them have put 
their appreciation on record. He died at the South Monastery after a short 
illness on 8 October, 1880, aged 82 years. He was interred in the Presentation 
Brothers’ vault, now in the grounds of Nano Nagle House, Douglas Street, 
Cork. He is regarded as one of the outstanding members of the Presentation 
Brothers and somebody who had a lasting influence on the ethos of the 
congregation.  
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Twiss, Francis Peter (1917-1994) 
Francis Twiss, son of Jeremiah Twiss and his wife, 
Mary McKenna, was born in Callinafercy, Milltown, 
Co. Kerry, on 8 December, 1917, and baptised in 
Milltown Catholic church four days later. He was 
educated at Presentation Brothers’ school, Milltown, 
after which he entered the Presentation Brothers’ 
juniorate, Coláiste Muire, Douglas, Cork, in October, 
1937. At the end of his secondary schooling, he 
applied to enter the Presentation Brothers, and, on 
being accepted, he received the religious habit, together with a new religious 
name, Brother Nicholas, at Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1939. 
Subsequently, he changed his mind about his new patron saint and opted for 
the name, Brother Peter, instead. His new patron saint was now St Peter, 
leader of the apostles and first Pope.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Peter made profession of vows at 
Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1941. He then entered De La Salle Teacher 
Training College, Waterford, where he qualified as a teacher in 1943. He 
taught at the South Monastery, Cork (1943-1949); St Vincent’s School, 
Dartford (1949-1951), and St Thomas More School, West Grinstead (1951-
1953; 1956-1970), where he was superior for several terms (1956-1965) and 
principal for twelve years (1958-1970). In 1975, he was appointed superior 
(1975-1979) and principal (1976-1983) at Enniskillen. He was the last 
Presentation Brother to be principal of the primary school in Enniskillen. He 
spent his retirement years in Glasthule. He died on 6 August, 1994, aged 76 
years. He was buried in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot Aghadoe 
cemetery, overlooking the Lakes of Killarney.  
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Van Dorrestyn, Charles De Sales (1919-1992) 
Charles (Gerrit) Van Dorrestyn, son of John 
Dorrestyn and his wife, Bertha Vander Selden, was 
born in Holland on 26 September, 1919, and 
baptised in the local Catholic church four weeks later. 
While he was small, his family immigrated to 
Ontario, Canada. He entered the novitiate of the 
Presentation Brothers at Longueuil, Quebec, on 5 
September, 1925. He received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother De 
Sales, on 15 August, 1926. His new patron saint was the holy and learned 
Bishop of Geneva, St Francis De Sales. 

On completion of his novitiate, Brother De Sales made profession of 
vows at Longueuil on 15 August, 1928. His first appointment was as a teacher 
at St Aloysius School (1928-1932), after which he was transferred to St 
Augustine’s. From there he was transferred to Longueuil, and obtained a 
teaching qualification at the Normal (Training) School, then located there.  He 
was an enthusiastic gardener and was received an award in this field from the 
Longueuil Horticultual Society. After a short asssignment at Daniel O’Connell 
High School, he was transferred to Catholic High School, where he taught for 
several years (1937-1947; 1950-1958). After that, he was superior in the 
Juniorate, Montebello (1965-1969). He also taught at Leroux High School 
(1961-1965). In his later years, his health declined significantly, but he was 
anxious to spend some time in Ontario, where he lived when his family first 
immigrated to Canada. On 2 January, 1992, he arrived at Brebeuf College, 
Willowdale, Toronto, in poor health, but rejoicing to be back in Ontario. On 
16 January, he had to enter North York General Hospital, Toronto, for 
medical treatment. He died there on 12 February, 1992, aged 82 years. He was 
interred in the Presentation Brothers burial plot, St Antoine’s cemetery, 
Longueuil, Quebec.  
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Verba, Ivan Richard (1943-2017) 
Ivan Verba was born in Cleveland, Ohio, USA, on 4 
September 1943. He had completed high school and 
college before he joined the Presentation Brothers in 
Longueuil, Quebec, Canada, on 11 May 1971. He 
received the religious habit at Longueuil on 21 
August 1971. On completion of his novitiate, he 
made profession of vows on 21 August 1972. He 
made his perpetual profession on 7 August 1976. He studied at Concordia 
University, Montreal, and at McGill University where he qualified as a teacher. 
He also studied theology at Gonzaga University, Spokane, Washington. He 
taught in various Presentation Brothers schools, initially in Quebec and 
subsequently (1975-1992) in Prince George, British Columba. He spent nine 
years (1983-1992) as principal of Sacred Heart Primary School, Prince George. 
In the late nineties, he spent some time (1994-1996) in Grenada, where he 
helped considerably in the editing of the Golden Jubilee magazine which was 
issued to mark the first fifty years of the Presentation Brothers in Grenada 
and St Lucia in the southern Caribbean.  

He spent his retirement years in the Presentation Brothers residence 
in Cummer Avenue, North York, Toronto, where he held the post of 
community leader. He held a similar post in Prince George for six years 
(1983-1989). He died in his sleep at the Presentation Brothers house, Cummer 
Avenue, Toronto, on 20 March 2017. The visitation and funeral Mass took 
place in the church of the Blessed Trinity, 3220 Bayview Avenue, Toronto. 
He was interred at Holy Cross cemetery, Thornhill, Toronto, Canada, on 25 
March 2017. He was survived by his brother and sisters, in addition to several 
nieces and nephews. 

Walsh, David Dominic (1859-1931) 
David Walsh was born in Ss Peter and Paul’s parish in the centre of Cork City 
about 1859. He entered the novitiate of the Presentation Brothers, South 
Monastery, Cork, early in 1877. After a period of postulancy, he received the 
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religious habit, together with a new religious name, Brother Dominic, on 17 
November, 1877. His new patron saint was the great St Dominic Guzman 
(1170-1221), who preached against the Albigensian heresy and who founded 
the Dominicans or Order of Preachers. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Dominic made profession of vows 
on Presentation Day, 21 November, 1879.  He was then sent to England, 
where he worked at St Vincent’s School, Dartford. After some years, he 
returned to Ireland and was assigned to St Joseph’s Industrial School, 
Greenmount. He died on 31 January, 1931, aged 73 years. He was interred in 
the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, Cork. In the annals of the 
congregation, we read the following concerning Brother Dominic: 
  

In his educational work with the boys of the Industrial School and 
Orphanage, Cork, he was most assiduous in catering for their comforts 
and happiness. He is fondly and gratefully remembered by a host of 
past students, all of whom are unanimous in bestowing on him the 
highest praise and commendation. (A MSJ, 1931) 

Walsh, Edward Lewis (1890-1954) 
Edward Walsh, son of Michael Walsh and his wife, 
Catherine O’Donnell, was born in Ballynoe, Cappoquin, 
Co. Waterford, on 29 May, 1890, and baptised in 
Cappoquin Catholic church the same day. He was 
educated at Ballynoe National School, before entering the 
Presentation Brothers novitiate, Mount St Joseph, Cork, 
on 7 June, 1907. After a period of postulancy, he received 
the religious habit, together with a new religious name, 
Brother Lewis, at Mount St Joseph, on 23 December, 1907. His new patron 
saint was St Louis, better known as King Louis IX of France. Lewis was an 
alternative orm of the name Louis. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Lewis made profession of vows at 
Mount St Joseph on 3 June, 1910. He was then assigned to teach at the 
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Presentation Brothers Sschool in Boyle, Co. Roscommon. On his return to 
Cork, he attended the National University of Ireland, Cork, and obtained a 
BA degree, followed by a Higher Diploma in Education. He then had a crisis 
of conscience and left the congregation at Christmas, 1920. By 1922, however, 
he had changed his mind and had become convinced that God was calling 
him to be a Presentation Brother. He sought readmission, but this 
necessitated a special Rescript from Rome. The Rescript, however, arrived 
and he was readmitted to the novitiate on 26 April, 1922.  

He enjoyed a very successful career as teacher, superior and principal. 
He served in Bray (1930-35); Presentation College, Cork (1935-1940); Bray, 
superior and principal (1940-1946); Glasthule, superior and principal (1946-
1949); Presentation College, Cork (1949-1951); Bray (1951-1954). In 1954, he 
had surgery for a defective kidney. The operation was successful and he had 
recovered from the anaesthetic, when he suffered a blood clot to the heart, 
which led to his death at Leeson Street Nursing Home, Dublin 2, on 14 
September, 1954, at the aged of 64 years. He was interred in the Presentation 
Brothers’ burial plot, Dean’s Grange cemetery, Blackrock, Co. Dublin. The 
following is an entry concerning Brother Lewis’ death in the Annals of the 
Bray community:  

The news of his death came as a great shock to all who knew him, 
especially to the Community, the pupils and the people of Bray. The 
Bray Urban District Council, The Technical School Committee and the 
Committee of the Past Pupils' Union paid tribute to him and conveyed 
their sympathy to the Community.  High Mass was celebrated in The 
Queen of Peace Church, Bray on 16th September, and the funeral took 
place immediately afterwards to Dean’s Grange cemetery. The number 
of Mass cards and messages of sympathy received show that Bro. Lewis 
was held in high esteem and affection by the people of Bray. (PBA, 
Annals Bray, 1954) 
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Walsh, Garrett (d.1819) 
Garret Walsh, a native of Dungarvan, Co. Waterford, joined the Society of the 
Presentation in his own town in 1816. He received the habit and completed 
his novitiate, before taking vows. His life, however, proved very short. He 
died in Dungarvan, Co. Waterford, on 13 September, 1819, and is buried 
there. So far, his grave has not been identified. 

Walsh, James Athanasius (1873-1952) 
James Walsh, son of James and Margaret Walsh was born 
in Brosna, Co. Kerry, on 26 February, 1873. He was 
educated at Brosna National School, before entering the 
Presentation Brothers novitiate, South Monastery, Cork, 
on 29 September, 1890. On completion of a requisite 
period of postulancy, he received the habit, together with 
a new religious name, Brothers Athanasius, on 30 March, 
1891.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Athanasius 
made profession of vows on 3 April, 1893. He qualified as a teacher under the 
regulations of the Irish Board of National Education and taught in several 
Presentation Brothers’ schools, including, Carrick-on-Shannon; Kinsale; Birr 
(1901-1905); Milltown. He spent many years in Letterkenny, and was superior 
there several times (1925-1928; 1928-1931; 1934-1937; 1938). He retired in 
1938, and was transferred to the South Monastery as superior (1938-1940). He 
retired to Killarney in 1940, but, one later, was called to be superior in 
Enniskillen (1941-1947). After a short period (1947-1948) as assistant Master 
of Novices in the novitiate, at Mount St Joseph, he returned to Killarney, 
where he died on 22 November, 1952, aged 79 years. He was initially interred 
in the old Monastery, Killarney, his remains subsequently being translated to 
the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, Aghadoe cemetery, overlooking the 
Lakes of Killarney.  
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Walsh, Jeremiah Laserian (1885-1972) 
Jeremiah Walsh, son Patrick and Brigid Walsh, was 
born in Raheen, Glenflesk, Co. Kerry, on 16 June, 
1885. He entered the Presentation Brothers novitiate, 
Mount St Joseph, on 17 November, 1902. On 
completing his postulancy, he received the religious 
habit, together with a new religious name, Brother 
Laserian, on 21 May, 1903. His new patron saint, 
Lazerian (d.639), was an Irish monk, attached to the 
monastery of Iona in Scotland. His Irish name was 
Molaisse and he was once a Papal legate to Ireland.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Laserian made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 22 June, 1905. He taught in Dungannon before joining 
the fledgling Canadian province in 1913. He was a member of the foundation 
community at Cornwall, Ontario, and, like other members of the community, 
was forced to sit an examination in 1914 to qualify as a teacher under the 
regulations of the Ontario School Board. He and other members of the 
community had already qualified as teachers under the regulations of the Irish 
National Board of Education. Subsequently, being a diligent student, he 
obtained BA and MA degrees. In addition to teaching at Cornwall, where he 
was superior (1922-1925), he also taught at Daniel O’Connell High School, 
Catholic High School, Montreal, and was superior and principal in each place; 
St Michael’s, St Aloysius’, where he was superior, and St Augustine’s, where 
he was superior (1938-1944). He died at St Mary’s Hospital, Montreal, on 13 
June, 1972, aged 86 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial 
plot, St Antoine cemetery, Longueuil, Quebec.  

Walsh, Michael Martin (1917-1993) 
Michael Walsh, son of John Walsh and his wife, Mary Nigh, was born in 
Dublin, Ontario, Canada, on 4 March, 1917, and baptised in the local Catholic 
church the following day. He entered the Presentation Brothers’ novitiate, 
Longueuil, Quebec, on 2 October, 1933. He received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Martin, on 16 July, 1934. His new 
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patron saint, St Martin (316-397), a former Roman soldier, achieved 
prominence as Bishop of Tours, in the early days of 
the Church in France.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Martin 
made profession of vows in Longueuil on 15 
August, 1936. A man of great intellectual and 
administrative ability, he spent most of his life either 
as local superior or school principal. Starting at St 
Aloysius School (1938-1942), he moved to Catholic 
High School (1942-1946), before becoming superior 
in Longueuil (1946-1947). He was then appointed superior and principal of 
Montelllo Hig School (1947-1949). He was also either superior or principal (or 
both) of Daniel O’Connell High school (1950-1953; 1955-1961, 1972-1976), 
as well as of Catholic High School Montreal (1953-1955), Verdun Catholic 
High School (1962-1966), Le Salle Catholic High School (1966-1968) and St 
Augustine School (1976-1979). He was also Director of St Gabriel’s School. 
When, in 1982, he retired as principal of St Augustine school, he was the last 
Presentation Brother to be employed by the Montreal Catholic School 
Commission. Altogether, he was principal for 35 of the 45 years which he 
spent with the Montreal Catholic School Commission. He spent much of his 
retirement in Longueuil, where he helped in supervising a major renovation of 
the old novitiate building. He also made several extended visits to St Lucia, 
where he provided support and fellowship for Brother Cyril O’Sullivan, who 
was on his own there for several years. Brother Martin died on 22 September, 
1993, aged 75 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, 
St Antoine cemetery, Longueuil, Quebec. He was a nephew of Richard Baptist 
Nigh (qv).   
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Walsh, William Flannan (1885-1971) 
William Walsh, son of Martin Walsh and his wife, Ellen 
Lynch, was born in Ballinamona, Shanagarry, Ballycotton, 
Co. Cork, on 10 February, 1895, and baptised in 
Shanagarry Catholic church a few days later. He was 
educated at the local National school, before entering the 
Presentation Brothers’ Preparatory School, Mount St 
Joseph, Cork, on 1 November, 1910. After the requisite 
period of postulancy, he received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother Flannan, at 
Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1911. His new patron saint, St Flannan was a 
7th century Irish monk, who became the first bishop of the diocese of 
Killaloe. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Flannan made profession of vows 
at Mount St Joseph on 7 April, 1915. Some months later, in December, 1915, 
he was transferred to St Joseph’s Orphanage, Orpington, Kent. He also 
worked in Chadwick Memorial School, Carlile, and St Vincent’s School 
Dartford, before his return to Ireland in 1926. He then spent several years in 
St Joseph’s, Greenmount, where he was superior (1938-1944). He taught for 
three years at Presentation College, Bray (1944-1947), before his return to 
England, when he was assigned to St Thomas More School, West Grinstead, 
working there from 1947 until his retirement in 1960.  He was appointed 
Province Bursar in England in 1959 and he held this post for several years. He 
spent two years in Reading (1966-1968), but then retired to West Grinstead, 
where he died suddenly on 28 February, 1971, aged 76 years. He was interred 
in the cemetery attached to the Catholic church in West Grinstead, Sussex. 

Walton, Francis Dominic (1906-1990) 
Francis Walton, son of Robert Walton and his wife, Mary Hibben, was born 
in Pointe St Charles, Montreal, on 2 June, 1906, and baptised in St Gabriel’s 
Catholic church two days later. He attended Chaveau Catholic School, then 
under the direction of the Presentation Brothers. He entered the Presentation 
Brothers novitiate, Longueuil, Quebec, on 2 June, 1929. On completion of his 
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postulancy, he received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother 
Dominic, at Longueuil, on 15 August, 1930. 
His new patron saint was St Dominic 
Guzman (1170-1221), renowned preacher and 
founder of the Dominican Order. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother 
Dominic made profession of vows at 
Longueuil on 15 August, 1932. He qualified as 
a teacher under the regulations of the Quebec 
Schools Board and taught at several Presentation Brothers’ schools, including 
St Michael’s (1940-1944); St Aloysius’ (1961-1964) and St Willibrord’s High 
School, Verdun (1964-1971). He also taught at Daniel O’Connell High school 
and Longueuil. He was both superior and principal at St Aloysius and St 
Michael’s Schools. He spent his long retirement at St Willibrord’s, where he 
served as assistant superior and bursar. In 1985, he had surgery at St Mary’s 
Hospital, but recovered well afterwards. His end came unexpectedly. He was 
hit by a car while crossing the road near St Willibrord’s on 30 August, 1990. 
Though removed to hospital and given medical attention, he died that 
evening, aged 84 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial 
plot, St Antoine cemetery, Longueuil, Quebec. 

Wegru, Yelepuo Joseph (1961-2010) 
Yelepuo Wegru was born in Lawra, Upper 
Ghana, on 6 December, 1961. He was educated at 
Lawra Primary and Middle School, and Nandom 
Secondary School, before entering the novitiate 
of the Presentation Brothers at Navrongo, Upper 
Ghana. He was received into the congregation in 
1987, when he took, as his religious name, 
Brother Joseph.  
 At the end of his novitiate, Brother Joseph 
made profession of vows in Navrongo on 23 September, 1989. He completed 
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his teacher training at Mount St Mary’s Teachers College in 1992. He made 
his final profession on 8 August, 1995. He taught in Navrongo (1986-1992), 
Bolgatanga (1992-1994) and was on the formation staff at Mount St Joseph, 
Logre (1994-1998). He took study leave at the Milltown Institute, Dublin, to 
study theology and spirituality, and was resident in Glasthule from 1998 to 
2000. He was Director of Vocations in Ghana (1992-1994) and, subsequently, 
Director of Formation (2003-2005). He became ill in 2009 and became a 
dialysis patient in Komfoanoke Teaching Hospital, Kumasi, at the same time 
staying with the Marist Community in Boukrom. He died suddenly on 15 
April, 2010, aged 48 years. He was interred in the cemetery in the Presentation 
Brothers’ Novitiate, Mount St Joseph, Logre, Northern Ghana.   

Whelan, John Wenceslaus (1877-1955) 
John Whelan, son of Roger Whelan and his wife, 
Ellen Walsh, was born in Ballybraher, Ballycotton, 
Co. Cork, on 1 March, 1877. He entered the 
Presentation Brothers’ novitiate, Mount St Joseph, 
Cork, on 2 February, 1895. After completing his 
period of postulancy, he received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother 
Winceslaus, on 5 August, 1895. His new patron saint 
was >Good King Wenceslaus’ (907-935), King of Bohemia, who was 
assassinated in 935. 

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Wenceslaus made profession of 
vows at Mount St Joseph on 6 August, 1897. He qualified as a teacher under 
the regulations of the Irish National Board of Education and taught in 
Dungannon and Boyle before going to Canada in 1911. He initially taught at 
Chaveau School in Pointe St Charles, obtaining his Teacher’s Diploma from 
the Montreal Catholic School Commission in August, 1914. Subsequently, he 
obtained a BA degree. He also taught at St Michael’s and served as assistant 
Master of Novices in Longueuil in 1916. A tall,  imposing  figure, he was 
principal of St Patrick’s Academy, Sherbrooke, as well of Catholic High 
School, Montreal. He was appointed superior at Cornwall in 1931, but, the 
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following year, he was appointed Provincial Superior in Canada. He was 
reappointed in 1935. He died in Longueuil, Quebec, on 15 August, 1955, aged 
78 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, St Antoine 
cemetery, Longueuil, Quebec.  

White, John Albert (1915-1975) 
John White, son of John White and his wife, Catherine 
O’Connor, was born in Tralee, Co. Kerry, on 24 June, 
1915, and baptised in Tralee Catholic church three days 
later. He attended the local National school, before 
entering the Presentation Brothers’ juniorate, Coláiste 
Muire, Douglas, Cork, at the end of August, 1931. At 
the conclusion of his secondary schooling, he applied 
for admission to the Presentation Brothers, and, on 
being accepted, he received the religious habit, together with a new religious 
name, Brother Albert, on 16 July, 1934. His new patron saint, St Albert the 
Great (1226-1280), was one of the greatest scholars of the age, being a 
polymath, with notable achievements in science, arts, philosophy and 
theology. He was a Dominican friar, who was also tutor of St Thomas 
Aquinas.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother Albert made profession of vows at 
Mount St Joseph on 12 August, 1936. He attended the National University of 
Ireland and took a BA degree in 1944 and a Higher Diploma in Education in 
1945. He then volunteered for the West Indian Mission and was one of small 
group of Brothers who took over the administration of St Mary’s College, St 
Lucia, in 1947. He remained in St Lucia for the next 20 years, during which he 
taught mathematics and agricultural science. He also developed a model farm 
attached to the college and won many prizes at local agricultural shows for his 
prize animals and produce. In 1968, he suffered a heart attack, after which he 
was transferred to Presentation College, Barbados, where, on recovery, he 
continued teaching. During a vacation to Ireland, he suffered another heart 
attack, while at his old home in Tralee, and died on 14 August, 1975, aged 60 
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years. He was interred in the cemetery at Mount St Joseph, Blarney Street, 
Cork. (Feheney, 2009, 209-216) 

Wichrowski, Joseph Christopher (1928-2006) 
Joseph Wichrowski was born in St Helen, Milwaukee, 
W.I., on 3 August, 1928. He was educated at the 
University of Wisconsin (BA, 1959) and the University 
of Michigan (MA, 1962). He entered the Presentation 
Brothers’ novitiate, Verdun, in March, 1976. He went to 
Ireland for his novitiate at Mount St Joseph, where he 
received the religious habit, together with a new 
religious name, Brother Christopher, on 15 August, 
1976. His new patron saint was St Christopher, who is 
reported to have been over seven feet tall and who 
chose to serve God by carrying people on his shoulders across a dangerous 
river. On one occasion, he carried a child, who later revealed himself as Jesus, 
across a raging torrent. 
 At the end of his novitiate, Brother Joseph made profession of vows at 
Mount St Joseph, Cork, on 15 August, 1977. He was then assigned to teach at 
Montebello High School, Quebec. The following year, he went to Marshall, 
Mo, where he remained for three years (1978-1981). He then returned to 
Montebello (1981-1984), before going to Brebeuf High School/ College, 
Toronto (1984-1985). In 1885, he went to Prince George, British Columbia, 
where he taught until 1993. During the period, 1990-1993, he was superior in 
the community. At the end of his term as superior, he was transferred to 
Longueil (1993-1995). In 1995, he went to live in an apartment, while 
remaining associated with the Longueil community.  He acted as bursar in 
Longueil and Prince George. In his later years, he suffered from cancer and 
died at the Manoir Champlain, Montreal, on 27 January, 2006, aged 77 years. 
He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, St Antoine 
cemetery, Longueil, Quebec.  
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Wright, Joseph De Paul (1903-1987) 
Joseph Wright, son of Edward Wright and his wife, 
Ellen McMahon, was born in Lancashire, England, 
on 5 April, 1913, and baptised in the local Catholic 
church some days later. His family immigrated to 
Canada and they arrived in Hamilton, Ontario, when 
Joseph was eight years of age. He entered the 
Presentation Brothers’ novitiate, Longueuil, Quebec, 
on 16 November, 1933. On completion of a period 
of postulancy, he received the religious habit, 
together with a new religious name, Brother De Paul, 
on 16 July, 1934. His new patron saint was the great St Vincent de Paul (1581-
1660), a French priest, who founded of the Vincentian religious congregation.  

At the end of his novitiate, Brother de Paul made profession of vows at 
Longueuil on 16 August, 1936. He qualified as a teacher and taught in several 
Presentation Brothers schools, including, Montebello, where he was both 
superior and school principal; St Augustine’s, Catholic High School, Montreal; 
St Willibrord’s High School, Verdun, where he was superior, principal, and 
director of school musicals. During his summer vacation, he attended 
postgraduate courses at Winooski University, leading to an MA degree. He 
was also superior and Master of Novices at Longueuil. In his later years, he 
took up a post at Brebeuf College, Toronto, where he taught English to 
Chinese students. During his last year in Brebeuf, his health significantly 
deteriorated. He was taken to St Michael’s Hospital, Toronto, in the middle of 
May, 1987. He passed away peacefully there in his sleep on 13 June, 1987, 
aged 74 years. He was interred in the Presentation Brothers’ burial plot, St 
Antoine cemetery, Longueuil, Quebec.    
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